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FROM 

THE SECEETARY OF WAR, 

TRANSMITTING 

The annual report of the Mississippi River Commission. 



January 6, 1885. — ^Referred to the Committee on Rivers and Harbors and ordered to 

be printed. 



War Department, 
Washington City^ January 5, 1885. 

The Secretary of War has the honor to transmit to the House of 
Representatives the annual report of the Mississippi River Commission 
for 1884. 

The estimate, $100,000, of the Commission for salaries, traveling ex- 
penses, &c., for the fiscal year 1886 will be found on page 204 of the 
Book of Estimates for 1885-'86 (House Ex. Doc. No. 5, Forty-eighth 
Congress, first session), and the three items, $500,000, $1,000,000, and 
$7,000,000, for continuing the improvement of the river, are included 

g^age 168 of said document) in the amount, as reported by the Chief of 
ngineers, which can be profitably expended in the next fiscal year. 

ROBERT T. LINCOLN, 

Secretary of War. 

The Speaker of the House of Representatives. 



The Mississippi River Commission, 

President's Office, 
New Yorkj December 19, 1884. 

Sir : The Mississippi River Commission have the honor to submit 
the following report, embracing the subjects and subdivisions specified 
below, to wit : mm ^m* 

1. Progress of surveys and examinations since December 1, 1883. 

2. Construction. 

3. Remarks on the subject of levees and outlets. 

4. General discussion of the problem of the rectification of the Red 
and Atchafalaya rivers. 

6. Legislation. 134921 
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6. Financial statements and estimates of funds for the fiscal year 
ending June 30, 1886, for "surveys and expenses of the Commission, 
and for improving Mississippi River." 

PROGRESS OF SURVEYS AND EXAMINATIONS. 

The surveys and examinations undertaken in pursuance of the re- 
quirements of the third section of the act under xirhich the Commission 
was organized have been continued. 

In the last annual report progress in this branch of work was noted 
to December 1, 1883. From that date to December 1, 1884, work has 
been accomplished in field and office as follows : 

Qavgea. — Daily readings have been taken and displayed at all the 
stations previously established. New stations have been occupied on 
the principal tributaries, and continuous records obtained from the 
dates of establishment. 

These gauges are : Paducah, on the Ohio, June, 1884 ; Wittsburg, on 
the Saint Francis, June, 1884; Clarendon, on the White, July, 1884; 
Yazoo City, on the Yazoo, July, 1884. ; 

The Commission now maintains twenty gauges on the Mississippi 
and tributaries. Since the inauguration of the present inspection serv- 
ice, mentioned in the last report, the breaks in the records of these 
gauges have been few and brief. 

The miscellaneous work performed in connection with the gauge in- 
spection is detailed in the report of the secretary of the Commission. 

The only violent change in the regimen of the river has been a cut- 
off, which occurred about May 10, 1884, through a narrow neck nearly 
midway between Vicksburg and Natchez. The channel was shortened 
about 12 miles. A survey was obtained within a few days after the 
event, and two have been made since. It is proposed to continue these 
examinations at, above, and below the cutoff, to determine as far as pos- 
sible its immediate and ultimate effects upon the channel in its vicinity. 

Precise levels. — No field work has been done during the year. The 
final reduction of the portion of the line between the Mississippi River 
and Lake Michigan has been completed. 

Final topography and hydrography — Has been completed from Trot- 
ter's Lauding to Saint Louis Landing, 45 miles; from Plum Point to 
Randolph Point, 46 miles; from Donaldson's Point to Caruthersvilie, 
50 miles; and from Grand Tower to Devil's Island, 27 miles; making a 
total of 168 miles surveyed during the year. The survey of the river, 
with marginal topography, is now complete from Cairo to the Gulf. 

Detail chaits (scale one ten-thousandth have been finished from 
Greenville to Lake Providence, and from Waterproof to Donaldsonville, 
covering 222.4 miles of river. The charts from Cairo to New Madrid^ 
Oaruthersville to Memphis, and Commerce to Saint Louis Landing, lack 
only the topographical signs. 

The publication of a serit*8 of charts on the scale of 1 : 20000 has been 
decided upon and material for twenty of them and in part for thirteen 
more has been prepared. 

Work on the preliminary chart (1 inch to a mile) has been continued. 
Five sheets, extendingfrom Rodney to Donaldson ville, have been drawn, 
and five sheets, extending from the foot of Island 97 to Jackson ^s Point, 
published. Three sheets are now ready for the printer, and two more, 
completing the series, will be ready early in January; and the entire 
series will be in print by the first of March. 

Miscellaneous, — Observations of the fiood escape through crevasses 
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were again made at the last high water. The collection of reliable 
high-water marks has been continued. 

Especial attention has been given this year to obtaining correct data 
as to the depths on bad bars at low water. 

Experimental work at the discharge stations of 1882 has been re- 
duced. 

A financial statement and an authorized statement of expenditures 
from the appropriation act of March 3, 1883, appear below. 

The following papers relating to the work of surveys and examina- 
tions are submitted a« appendices to this report: 

Appendix A. — Annual report of the secretary of the C/ommission. 

Appendix B, — Final results of precise leveling from Fulton to Chicago^ 

Appendix C. — Keports upon the field work of topography and hy- 
drography. 

Appendix D. — Results of experimental work at discharge stations. 

CONSTRUCTION. 

At the date of the last annual report, December 21, 1883, operations 
under this head were drawing to a close, the funds in the hands of the 
Commission being exhausted. Owing to their apprehension of damage 
to unfinished work during the high-water season, then near at hand, 
the Commission recommended to Congress an immediate appropriation 
of $1,000,000 to enable the work to continue during the balance of the 
fiscal year. Congress acted on this suggestion, and the sum askexi for 
was appropriated by act approved January 19, 1884. Unfortunately, 
the relief came too late, as the river began rising rapidly in the latter 
part of December and remained at a very high stage, which finally cul- 
minated in the latter part of February in a flood of about the same 
magnitude as those of the two preceding years. The river remained 
high for a long period, and but little work could be done before July. 
The damage done to the works was, on the whole, less than might have 
been anticipated. The pile-dikes sustained much less injury than had 
been the case in former years, due no doubt to the improved methods of 
construction which had been adopted, but the revetment work, much 
of which had been left in an incomplete state, 8ufi;ered severely. 

During the present season all damage has been repaired, the systems 
of pile-dikes have been strengthened and extended, and much revet- 
ment work of improved character has been carried on. The funds 
avaUable will be about exhausted January 1, 1885, and although it is 
hoped and expected that by that time the season's work will be left in 
much better shape than heretofore, yet much more satisfactory results 
might have been secured had the appropriation for these works been 
more liberal. The caving banks within the reaches under improvement 
are very extensive, and the means at the disposal of the Commission 
have not hitherto been adequate to complete their protection. The 
caving of these banks has given serious trouble, necessitated many 
changes of plan, and in some instances has jeopardized the whole system 
of contraction works put in to control and deepen the navigation chan- 
nel. This danger will continue till these banks are secured, which will 
require considerable expenditure and should be completed in one season 
if possible. 

The marked improvement of low-water depth where works are being 
carried on, alluded to in last year's report, was again exemplified at the 
recent low water. Wherever the contraction works had been even ap- 
proximately completed the depths were nearly double those found on the 
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nnimproved portions of tbe river in their vicinity. It seems as if this 
fact should settle all doubts as to the possibility of so improving the 
navigation of the river by the methods adopted by the Commission 
as to meet any reasonable requirement. The minor diflSculties incident 
to the inception of any new work are fast disappearing as experience 
is acquired, and all that now seems necessary to make the work suc- 
cessful is that funds shall be supplied liberally and promptly. 

During the low-water season of 1883 not more than 6 feet of water 
was found through the Kew Madrid and Memphis reaches, which lie, 
respectively, above and below that of Plum Point. The case this year 
was but little better. It would seem, therefore, advisable to extend the 
work to these reaches as soon as possible, as such a course would open 
to an improved navigation about 250 miles of river from Cairo down, 
or about one-fourth of the distance to New Orleans, and nearly one-half 
the total distance which requires extensive improvement. That such 
a result would be of great value to navigation cannot be doubted. The 
Commission have prepared plans for b* ginning work on these reaches, 
and will take them in hand as soon as the funds placed at their disposal 
will justify such action. They also deem it essential to the success 
of the work already done, and a necessary part of their plan of im- 
provement, that the revetment of banks which are caving with suffi- 
cient rapidity to endanger or embarrass navigation, should be at 
once undertaken and carried forward systematically beginning at 
Cairo and progressing down-stream, precedence in time being given 
to those places where the caving is most rapid or injurious. Through- 
out the portions of river lying between the reaches of bad naviga- 
tion are found many long stretches where navigation is now good, 
and which only need work of this character to keep it so, while at other 
points shoals exist which would probably disappear or become less 
troublesome if the banks were held and the river allowed to contract 
and deepen by natural agencies. The fixation of the channel is of the 
utmost importance in the plan of improvement contemplated by the 
Commission, as otherwise changes may occur from the caving of the 
banks which will destroy or render useless costly works of improve- 
ment, and, by causing fresh shoals where navigation is now good, render 
an indefinite extension of the work necessary. This work is conserva- 
tive in its nature, and cannot supersede the work already begun or pro- 
jected for the shoal portions of the river ; hut it is an important adjunct, 
and, as much time will be required for its execution, there should be no 
delay in beginning it. The Commission have provided for initiating 
this work between Cairo and Memphis in the estimate which accompa- 
nies this report. 

By the terms of the last river and harbor act the Commission were di- 
rected to take charge of the improvement of the Mississippi River be- 
tween the mouth of the Ohio and the Des Moines Rapids, upon which 
work has for many years been in progress under the Engineer Depart- 
ment, U. 8. A. Prtyects for the season's operations were prepared by 
the officers in charge of the works, and, having received the approval of 
the Commission, are now in process of execution. Estimates for continu- 
ing these works are submitted. 

The names of a large number of harbors were inserted in the river 
and harbor bill, with a view to their improvement; but as the amount 
appropriated was iar short of the estimates of the Commission, they 
did not feel justified in taking up this work except a|: Memphis, where 
the act specitied the amount to be expended, and at Vicksburg, where 
repairs were needed to work already done. The Commission have, how- 
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ever, prepared separate estimates for sucb work at these places as seems 
necessary to accomplish the object8> proposed, and these estimates are 
sabmitted to Oonp;res8 for such action as tbey may deem proper, it being 
the desire of the Commission, if Congress decides that any or all ot this 
work be undertaken, that they will specify the localities and the amount 
to be expended at each. 

WORKS ABOVE CAIRO. 

(Des Moinea Rapids to month Illinois River, 161 miles in length. Officer in charge, 
Maj. A. Mackenzie, Corps of Engineers, U. 8. A., to September 1, 1884. Since that 
date, Capt. £. H. Ruffner, Corps of Engineers, U. S. A.) 

HKA1>QUARTBBa, QUIKCT, ILL. 

The general plan upon which work in this district is in progress con- 
sists in closing all side channels by low dams, usually of brush and stone; 
in contracting the width of the river, where excessive, by spur dikes of 
similar construction to the dams, and in protecting by brush mattresses 
covered with stone such banks as are subject to erosion. The object 
sought is to contract the low-water channel to a uniform width and 
thereby increase its depth to about 5 feet at low water. This work has 
been in progress for several years and the general results have been good. 

Since this work came under the direction of the Commission, the 
dams opposite Quincy have been raised and repaired ; the shore of 
Buftalo Island, below the Louisiana Bridge, has been revetted and the 
dam opposite the foot of the island has been repaired. At the dam be- 
tween Brockaw Island and the Illinois shore the foundation for the dam 
has been laid ; the shore protection and the dam itself are in progress. 
An experimental dam com|>osed of piles and sheet piling has been built 
between the Illinois shore and Island No. 421, opposite La Grange, Mo. 
There is also in progress a wing-dam half way between Canton and La 
Orange, shore protection at Bolter's Island, and a dam from this island 
to the adjacent tow-head. A contract has also been made for dredging 
Quincy Bay. All of this work has been much delayed and impeded by 
the high stage of water which has prevailed during the fall season. 

Work must soon close on the advent of cold weather, but will be re- 
sumed in the spring and prosecuted to the extent of the available funds. 

For details of work in this district see Report of Capt. E. H. Buffher, 
Corps of Engineers, U. 8. A., Appendix K. 

(Month of Illinois to mouth of the Ohio, 241 miles in length. OfiScer in charge, Maj. 

O. H. Ernst, Corps of Enj^neers, U. S. A. ) 

Hbadquabters, Saint Louis, Mo. 

In this district also the work has been in progress for several years^ 
under the Engineer Department, U. S. A. 

Above the city of Saint Louis, the only point where work is now in 
progress is at Alton Harbor, where a dike, built in former years to im- 
prove the depth of water at the landing, is being repaired and raised 
to a uniform grade of 14 feet above low water. On October 1, 1,680 feet 
had been finished, and the balance was well advanced, though work had 
been stopped by high water. It is expected that the work will be com- 
pleted in the spring. 

Below Saint Louis begins the general work of improvement ultimately 
intended to extend out to Cairo. The general plan of this work is sim- 
ilar to that adopted by the Commission for the Lower River, and the 
methods employed are also similar. The plan consists essentially in 
narrowing the river to an approximately uniform width of 2,500 feet» 
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by building up new banks and reclaiming portions of the river bed by 
various silt-arreating devices. All banks exposed to erosion are to be 
protected by mattress revetment covered with stone. The plan thus 
outlined contemplates an ultimate improvement in channel depth that 
will give 8 feet between Cairo and Saint Louis at low water, and has 
been perfectly successful so far as carried out. 

Since this work passed under the charge of the Commission, but 
little has been accomplished, owing to the late date at which the neces- 
sary preparations were completed. It will be pushed henceforth as 
rapidly as possible. 

At Arsenal Island^ the head of the islam! and the west side have been 
revetted for a distance of 1,283 feet. This work secures a stone revet- 
ment, previously placed there to protect the upper bank. The new 
work extends 300 feet above the head of the old work, and the upper 
bank over this extension has been riprapped, as also 100 feet on the east 
side of the ishmd. 

At Horsetail^ on the west side, the shore protection of stone has been 
raised from 6 feet to 21 feet above low water for a length of 1,150 feet. 
On the Illinois side two new hurdles, Nos. 27^ and 29i, have been ex- 
tended an aggregate length of 1,415 ftet, and nearly completed, while 
another new hurdle, No. 31, has been begun. There was not less than 
9 feet over this bar at the last low water. 

At Ttvin Hollows, on the west side, repairs to the primary hurdle and 
to secondary hurdles Nos. 1,4, and 5 were begun and partly completed. 
This work has given very good results, there having been not less than 
9 feet in the channel at low water this season. The works require fur- 
ther extension, which can now be undertaken. At Tirin Hollotrs^ on the 
east side, the revetment of the Illinois shore is being extended. The 
mattress will be 120 feet wide Irom low-water mark and extend 990feet 
along the bank. 

At FulUight the wattling of hurdle No. 5 has been completed, and 
hurdle Ko. 4, 1,770 feet long, has been begun and partly finished. 

At Jim SmWi^s work has been confined to the reconstruction of the 
old hurdles and to putting new ones in the intervals. In all there are 
9 hurdles, which are well advanced. The least dei)th at this point was 
7i feet. 

At Cairo, according to the requirements of the liver and harbor bill, 
a revetment is being constructed back of the town. By the terms of 
the act this is to extend down-stream from the lower end of the revet- 
ment constructed in former years by the Government, and $50,000 is 
allotted for the purpose. This work is now in progress. The mattress 
revetment, 120 feet wide, extends around and between the stone dikes 
put in by the Cairo Land Company, and will be continued down-stream 
as far as the funds allotted will allow. 

For details of work in this district, see report of Maj. O. H. Ernst, 
Corps of Engineers, U. S. A., Api>endix L. 

WORKS BELOW CAIRO. 

FISST DISTRICT, 

(Cairo to foot of Island No. 40, 220 miles in length. Officer in charge, Capt. J. 6. 

D. Knight, Corps of Engineers, U. S. A.) 

Hkadquabtbkb, Cairo. III. 

This district includes the New Madrid Beach, extending from the 
head of Island No. 8, 42 miles below Cairo, to the foot of Island No. 14| 
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a distance of 60 miles ; the Plum Point Eeach, extending from tlie bead 
of Island No. 26, 147 miles below Cairo, to the head of Island No. 35, a 
distance of 40 miles, and the harbors of Columbus and Hickman, Ky 

NEW MADKID REACH. 

No work has been done on this reach beyond preparing a plan for its 
improvement, which it is hoped may be soon put in execution, as the 
shoals have given much trouble during the last two low-water seasons. 

PLUM POINT REACH. 

No modification has been made in the general project as described in 
our last annual report, and work during the season has been in coutin- 
nation of that project. 

The revetment at Ashport, Tenn., has not been extended during the 
season ; the old work is still intact. . 

The system of contraction works at Gold Dust Point, designed to close 
the chutes behind Elmot Bar and Island No. 30, were not entirely com- 
pleted at the date of last report, and when the high water occurred 
there were gaps in the main dike and all the cross-dikes except the 
lo>rer One, No. 5. Through the^e gaps the rising river poured with great 
velocity, carrying masses of drift, which finally ])roved too heavy for 
dike No. 5. This dike was breached, and some of the others were more 
or less damaged, the main dike being broken up for a length of 400 feet. 
Subsequently tlu'se dikes were repaired and strengthened. Those gaps 
which could not be closed were mattressed to prevent scour, and the 
whole system has been prepared, as well as possible, to resist the attacks 
of another flood. The deposit obtained by this system of dikes has 
been very great, some 3,000,000 cubic yards in all. In many places this 
fill extends 30 feet above low water, and recent surveys show that at 
low water the chute below dike No. 5 would be dry. 

Opposite to the Gold Dust dikes the right bank, from Mill Bayou to 
Elmot's Landing, is caving badly. A revetment, 175 feet wide, for its 
protection, has been begun at Fletcher's Field, and a length of 4,930 
feet has been built, besides 800 feet of revetment of less width. The 
upper bank has been graded and revetted for a length ot* 2,000 feet. 
Some difficulty has been met with here from seepage water from the 
bank, which has a tendency to wash down the upper portion of the re- 
vetment. 

Of the system of works designed to close Osceola Ghute, and to hold 
the tow-head, dikes Nos. 1 and 2 are in good condition. Behind No. 1 
the chute is now dry at a lOfoot stage, and a growth of willows has 
started over a large portion of the old river-bed. A gap in dike No. 3 
has been closed and general repairs made. This dike is now in good 
condition. The revetment on the upper tow-head, destroyed in 1882 
and 1883, has not been replaced. On the lower tow-head there was, at 
date of last report, 2,603 feet of revetment 150 feet wide ; the upper 
bank was unprotected. This work was not resumed till August, 1884, 
when it was found necessary to build a narrow mat, 1,337 feet long, at 
the head of the work, to connect the old revetment with the shore. The 
upper bank has now been graded and 872 feet revetted with brush. It 
is expected to complete this work, as far as the sub-aqueous mat ex- 
tends, before operations close this winter. Osceola dike, No. 4, has 
been built this season. It was finally locate^l below the foot of Osceola 
Bar to check a tendency to cut through into BuUerlon Chute. This ob- 



/ 



8 BEPOBT OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER COMMISSION. 

ject was successfully accomplished, though much difficulty was expe- 
rienced in the construction of the dike, which is 2,450 feet long. During 
the time it was building, the Arkansas shore caved badly and the chan- 
nel deepened to 50 feet; an offset in the <like was needed to pass this 
deep place. Since its completion large masses of drift have accumu- 
lated above the dike and a heavy fill has taken place in its neighbor- 
hood ; this amounts to 15 feet in depth 100 feet below the dike. 

At Bullerton Tow-head at date of the last annual report the revet- 
meut of the river side lacked 500 feet of mattress, 2,700 feet of upper- 
bank protection, and much stone. This work has since been completed, 
and all weak places repaired. There have been several slides, due to 
seep water returning to the river, and attempts are being made to pre- 
vent this action by the construction of broken-stone drains to collect 
and carry oft' this water. The low-water channel having finally left 
Bullerton Chute, dike No. 1, across this chute, is about to be closed, 
and No. 2 dike has been begun. Both these dikes will be completed 
before the season closes. 

The dikes under Plum Point, designed to contract the channel be- 
tween Bullerton Tow-head and Yankee Bar, have been extended 11,565 
feet during the year, and now aggregate 15,010 feet in length; 1,000 
feet more in length is required to complete the portion now authorized, 
after which no further extension will be made till all danger is over of 
the channel returning to Bullerton Chute. 

At Craighead Point the revetment of the right bank has been begun, 
but not much progress made ; 1,100 feet of mattress has been sunk just 
below the foot of Bullerton Tow-head. Its construction was attended 
with much difficulty, owing to the strength of the current encountered. 

During the low water of this season there were five channels through 
Bullerton Bar, two of which led into Bullerton Chute, and were cut off 
by the construction of Osceola Dike, No. 4, and the dikes in the chute 
itself; one channel lan along Plum Point and Yankee Bar, and was cut 
oft' by the extension of the Plum Point dikes ; the other two were lo- 
cated, one against the river side of Bullerton Tow-head ; the other in 
the middle of the river. Much trouble was experienced at first from 
this great dispersion of the water, but as the contraction works were 
advanced and began to act, the Bullerton Tow-head Channel finall}^ be- 
came the main one and gave 12 feet of water at the lowest stage reached. 
More or less trouble must be expected at this place till the contraction 
works can receive their full development and have time to act. The 
effect exerted by them in their present incomplete state leaves no doubt, 
however, as to the ultimate success of the work. 

Much revetment work remains to be done on this reach, both between 
Ashport and Craighead Point, and also in the vicinity of Island No. 26, 
where serious changes are threatened. The dike work is nearly com- 
pleted, and will mainly need watching and repair. 

COLUMBUS, KY. 

This is one of the harbors named in the river and harbor bill. The 
trouble here lies in the caving of the bank in front of the town. It is 
thought tbat the protection of 3,000 feet of bank will be required, which, 
at $20 per foot, will cost $60,000. To this must be added $20,000 
for plant, making a total estimate of $80,000. 

HIOKMAX, KY. 

This harbor is also named in the river and harbor bill, and the trouble 
is the same as at Columbus, Ky. It is thought that 12,000 feet of bank 
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will require protection, which, at $20 a foot, will cost $240,000. To thi» 
must be added $30,000 for plant; making a total estimate of $270,000. 
For details of work in this district, see report of Gapt. J. G. D. Knight, 
Corps of Engineers, U. S. A., Apx>endix F. 

SECOND DISTRICT. 

(Foot of iHland No. 40 to month of White River, 180 miles in length. Officer in 
charge, Maj. A. M. Miller, Corps of Engineers, U. S. A., till September 1, 1884 ; since 
that date, Capt. C. B. Sears, Corps of EDgineers, U. S. A., temporarily.) 

Hbadquartbbs, Mbmfhis, Tknn. 

In this district are included the Memphis and Helena reaches, the 
first extending from the foot of Island No. 40, 220 miles from Cairo, ta 
Scanlau's Landing, a distance of 27 miles, and the second extending 
from Commerce Cut-off', 270 miles from Cairo to Friar's Point, Missis- 
sippi, a distance of 55 miles. 

The first reach embraces Memphis Harbor. 

MKMPHIS HARBOR. 

The revetment in front of the city, which has been built at various 
periods since 1878, and whi<*h has heretofore given much satisfaction, gave 
way during the flood of 1884 at several points, and caused the destruc- 
tion of much valuable property. Much alarm was felt in the city, and 
Congress directed the expenditure of $200,000 in renewing the protec- 
tion. Surveys have shown that the trouble was due to the caving in 
Hoi>efield Bend^ and the great growth of the bar opposite the town, up- 
wards of 750 feet in two years. Both these influences combined to push 
the deep water against the town front and to cause a severe scour of 
the river bed. This undermined the revetment and caused its failure. 
As soon as possible orders were given to start the work, using mat- 
tresses 300 feet wide instead of 120 feet, the width of the old ones. The 
first attempt to sink these wide mattresses failed, the mattresses pulling 
to pieces under the heavy strain ; later reports, however, indicate success. 
Meanwhile a narrow mattress, 150 feet wide, has been carried from a 
point 500 feet above Wolf River, across that stream and along the city 
front, a total distance of 3,925 feet. The wide mattress will be laid on 
top of this narrow one. The upper bank is being graded and covered 
with stone. 

This revetment must be carried along the whole city front to insure 
its safety, and an estimate of $75,000 for its completion accompanies 
this rei>ort. 

MEMPHIS REACH. 

Work on the reach has been confined to the revetment of Hopefield 
Bend, immediately above the city of Memphis. At the date of our last 
rejwrt 6,700 feet of mattress was down, and 4,100 feet of upper bank 
protection completed. Before the high water set in this had been in- 
creased to 10,400 feet of mattress, made and sunk, and 5,700 feet of 
upper bank protection. The mattresses were 140 feet wide. During 
the flood the bank caved badly, where the upper bank had not been 
secured, and this portion of the revetment was lost. The remainder 
sustained some damage from the seepage of water from the bank after 
the subsidence of the flood. It is hoped to repair and complete this 
work during the coming season. 



10 BEPOKT OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER COMMISSION. 

Plans have been prepared for the improvement of this reach, which 
the Commission desire to undertake as soon as funds will allow, the 
bars in the immediate neighborhood of Memphis having been very 
troublesome both in 1883 and 1884. 

HELENA REACH. 

No work has been done on this reach during the season. 
For details of work in this district see report of Capt. 0. B. Sears, 
Corps of Engineers, U. 8. A., Appendix G. 

TBIRD DISTRICT. 

(Mouth of White River to Warrenton, 220 miles in length. Oflflcer in charge, Capt. 
W. L. Marshall, Corps of Engineers, U. S. A., to April 21, 1884 ; 8inc6 that date, Capt. 
C. B. Sears, Corps of Engineers, U. S. A. ) 

HpADQUAHTRRS, MEMrHIS, XKKK. 

In this district are included the Choctaw Keach, extending from Cork's 
Point, Arkansas, 422 miles below Cairo, to Arkansas City, Ark., a dis- 
tance of 31 miles; the Lake Providence lieach, extendiujj from Caro- 
lina Lauding, 530 miles below Cairo, to the foot of Island No. 95, a dis- 
tance of 35 miles, and tlie improvement of the harbors of Greenville and 
Vicksburg, Miss. 

CHOCTAW REACH. 

No \rork has been done on this reach during the season. 

LAKE PROVIDENCR REACH. 

The work on this reach daring the past year has been in continuation 
of that outlined in our last report, the only new work being the cotton- 
wood system of dikes. 

In Louisiana Bend two detached pieces of revetment, the upper 1,600 
feet and the lower 2,000 feet long, had been built at the date of our last 
report. Of these, the upper piece is safe, the lower one was iiauked by 
the river, and now lies on the bottom. The work has been vigorously 
pushed this fall, 14,000 feet having been completed, including the grad- 
ing and protection of the upper bank. The holding of this bank is of 
the greatest importance, as its recession throws the whole force of the 
current against the Duucansby system of dikes on the opposite side of 
the river. The river is still encroaching on these works, and will con- 
tinue to do so until the caving above is stopped. 

Work on the Duncansby system has been confined to repairs of dikes 
that had been damaged during the flood, and to the completion of the 
dike on range No. 36. 

So far, these works, which are deg(igned to keep the river out of Skip- 
with's Chute, have successfully accomplished this object, and the silting 
ap of the chute is steadily progressing. 

In the Mayersville system the cottonwood system of dikes has been 
built this season. They were designed to close a channel which was 
developing along the Louisiana shore, near Cottonwood Point. This 
object has been successfully accomplished, and the dikes are in good 
order. Their total length is 8,527 feet. 

In Mayersville chute the heavy five-row cross-dike was breached for 
a length of 125 feet by the pressure of drift. This gap has been closed 
and more cross dikes are being constructed farther down the chute. 
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The caving of tbe Mississippi shore above the head of the chute and 
the general movement of the deep water towards Mayersville Island, 
has caused the destruction of most of the longitudinal dike across the 
head of the chute. This, however, is not of much importance, as the 
dikes in the chute are sufficient for the purpose intended. 

The revetment on the outside of Mayersville Island has been kept up, 
though with much difficulty on account of the sandy character of the 
soil. It will have to be held by constant work till the river outside has 
adjusted itself to the new conditions. 

The Balesbed system of dikes is in good order and has given excel- 
lent results. Foot mats were put in at the head of the system last win- 
ter, and a high dike has been constructed behind the original low lon- 
gitudinal dike, between cross-dikes 1 and 6. Eepairs have also been 
made to cross-dikes 3 and 4, and to the main dike below No. 6. Two 
or more additional cross-dikes are required in Baleshed chute to break 
up the fall, which is now excessive. A cross dike 2,000 feet long has 
been built above Stack Island, and the main dike, from this cross-dike 
to the head of the island, has been strengthened. Very great deposits 
have been induced by this system of dikes, and the head of the work 
is now dry at a half stage. 

The Hopwell system of dikes has not required attention during the 
year. 

The excellent low-water depths reported last year throughout this 
reach prevailed again during the recent low water; 15 feet was the least 
depth found on the reach, which was 6 or 7 feet more than was availa- 
ble for 40 miles above or below. 

VICK8BVRG HAKBOR. 

No work was done during the year on the inner harbor and none is 
proposed. Recent surveys show that no changes of importance have 
occurred. 

At Delta Point, on the opposite side of the river, the revetment has 
required repairs, and has been extended down-stream 800 feet. The 
Commission are of opinion that further repairs and extension will be re- 
quired, and submit an estimate of $20,000 for this work. 

URKEXVILLK HARBOR. 

A survey of this locality has been made. The trouble lies in the 
rapid caving of the river bank in front of the town. For its protection 
$136,000 will be required, in addition to the necessary plant, which will 
cost $50,000, making a total estimate of $186,000. 

For details of work in this district, see report of Capt. C. B. Sears, 
Corps of Engineers, U. S. A., Appendix H. 

FOURTH DISTRICT. 

(WarrentoD, Miss., to hea<1 of pa.<u»ea; 484 miles in length. Oflftcer iu cbarf^e, Mi^. 

Amos Stickney, Corps of Engineers, (J. S. A.) 

Hbadquabtbhs, New Orlkaxb, La. 

This district embraces the improvement of the harbor of Natchez 
and Vidalia ; the deflection of the waters of Hed River from the Atcha- 
falaya, and keeping open a navigable channel through the mouth of the 
Bed River into the Mississippi River; a lock at Bayou Plaquemine, 
and the improvement of New Orleans Harbor. 
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NATCHEZ AND VIDALIA. 

A recent survey of this locality shows that the caving, in Giles and 
Marengo Bends, still continues but that it is most rapid and dangerous 
at Palo Alto Point, just above Vidalia. In all 65,000 feet of bank re- 
quires protection. Major Stickuey, in his report (Appendix I), proposes 
to begin the protection at Palo Alto Point, using submerged spurs, such 
as are now being tried at New Orleans, and should the method be suc- 
cessful he proposes to extend it so as to cover the whole caving bank. 
The estimate for the work, on this basis, is $600,000, to which must be 
added $100,000 for a leVee along Cowpen Point, designed to stop the 
flow of water across this neck in time of flood, which now seriously 
threatens the formation of a cut off. The total estimate therefor, ac- 
cording to the plan proposed, is $700,000. If the spurs should not prove 
successful and mattress revetment be required, the cost would be at 
least double. 

DEFLECTION OF THE WATERS OF RED RIVER FROM THE ATCHAFALATA, AND KEEP- 
ING OPEN A NAVIGABLE CHANNEL TMROUGH THE MOUTH OF THE RED RIVER TO 
THE MISSISSIPPI. 

Under the recommendations made in the last annual report, and 
allotment made by the Commission from the annual appropriation, at 
the approach of low water operations with dredge-boats were renewed 
in Old Eiver, with the view of keeping open navigation from the Red 
to the Mississippi Biver. The details of the work and the success at- 
tending it are fully described in the report of Maj. A. Stickuey, Corps 
of Engineers, U. S. A. (Appendix I), to which reference is made. 

During the execution of such permanent plan as may be adopted for 
the improvement of this vicinity, ic maybe annually necessary to resort 
to this temporary method of relief to navigation. The subject of per- 
manent treatment is discussed elsewhere in this report. 

NEW ORLEANS HARBOR. 

At date of last report a mattress 400 feet in width was being laid in 
Garrolton Bend. Owing to delays in receiving material the rising river 
forced a suspension of operations, when 470 teet of this mat had been 
completed and sunk, and the work has not been resumed, owing to the 
more pressing necessity of protecting the bank in Gouldsborough Bend. 
Here the protection will consist of a series of sloping, submerged spurs, 
so designed and located as to move the current of the river away from 
the bank to be protected. These spurs rest on a mattress 200 feet wide 
and 350 feet long, laid on the bed of the river and normal to the bank, 
beginning at low-water mark. The spurs themselves are built up of 
timber cribs, filled with brush and loaded with stone. The width of the 
structure at the bottom is 60 feet, which diminishes by steps to 20 feet 
at the top, the size and arrangement of the cribs being such that the 
top of the finished structure will have a slope of 1 vertical to 3 hori- 
zontal from low-water mark to the bed of the river. The distance apart 
of the spurs will vary from 500 to 1,600 feet, according to the curvature 
of the banks. One spur is now well under way, and two more will 
probably be nearly completed with the funds now available. 

The work is experimental, and its eflficiency can only be determined 
after the subsidence of the next flood. The estimate for continuing 
this work and for completing the revetment in Carrollton Bend is 
$683,600. 

For details of work in this district, see report of Maj. Amos Stick- 
ney, Corps of Engineers^ U. S. A., Appendix 1. 
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PLANT AND GENERAL SERVICE. 

Plant in use in tbe several districts and in the general service during 
the time covered by this report : 

Oumed by the Oovernment — ^Two hundred and thirty-six barges, of 
which 30 were borrowed from the Missouri River Improvement ; 47 
quarter boats, 21 mattress boats and ways, 84 pile-drivers and hulls, 7 
dredges and hydraulic graders, 6 dump- boats, 3 derrick- boats, 2 pump- 
ing-boats, 8 screen boats, 9 docks, store and wharf boats, 5 machine and 
carpenter shop boats, 23 small fiats, coal flats, and shells, 137 yawls and 
skifife, 5 steam launches and tugs, 13 steam tow-boats, and quarters and 
shops at depots on shore. 

The estimated value of the above September 30, 1884, was $1,276,000. 

Chartered. — Fifty barges and 8 steam tow-boats and launches ; the 
estimated value of which is $328,000. 

The estimated value of the whole plant in use during the year is 
$1^04,000. 

The general service of purchase, supply, and towing for the districts 
and the construction of plant was in charge of Capt. G. B. Sears. Corps 
of Engineers, secretary of the committee on construction, from Novem- 
ber 1, 1883, to April 10, 1884, when he was transferred to the charge of 
the third district. The report of operations for the general service is 
presented by his successor, Capt. J. H. Willard, Corps of Engineers, to 
which reference may be made for details. (See Appendix E.) 

Levee construction. — Under the allotment of $200,000 from the last 
annual appropriation the repairs of levees in the second, third, and fourth 
districts were continued. All information concerning this work is de- 
tailed in the reports of the executive oflBcers of the above districts (ap- 
pendices 6, n, and I), and in the report ot the board of district officers 
(Appendix M), to all of which reference is made. 

LEVEES AND OUTLETS. 

The difficulties of navigation on the Mississippi Bi ver below the mouth 
of the Missouri at no time arise from want of volume. 

During the flood stages the supply is, of course, ample ; and it is 
equally true that if the volume of discharge of even the lowest stages 
were constant, it would develop, in time, a sufficient channel for navi- 
gation. 

Where the increases of width and area of section have become so ex- 
cessive as to have seriously impaired navigation, scour and fill are less 
the result of absolute velocity than of the relative velocities in adjacent 
sections. In such cases the narrow and deep parts have greater areas 
of section, and therefore lesser velocities in the lower stages; while the 
wider and bar-obstructed sections at that period have lesser areas and 
greater velocities. At higher stages this relation is reversed. 

An increment to the bars accompanies the flood because in the sec- 
tions where they form there is greater area and less velocity than in the 
pool sections above. This subject is discussed by Mr. E. E. McMath 
(Beport Mississippi Bi ver Commission, 1881, Appendix K, p. 242). 

This condition is not a necessary result of the flood in a regulated 
river, but rather of those irregulaiities of the water-way, the correction 
of which constitutes an essential part of the plan of improvement pro- 
jected by the Commission. With equal widths there should be no such 
interchanges of velocity at adjacent sections in high and low stages, and 
no differences of depth and area except at reversion points, where less 
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resistance makes lesser sectional dimensions equally efficient. A cer- 
tain result of such uniformity of the elements of area as has always been 
insisted on by the Commission will be the correction of this local bar 
building by the flood. 

To this bar growth at high stages there is a logical limit. When it 
has progressed far enough to maintain, by contraction, the velocity of 
approach from above, it necessarily ceases. This is true as long »s the 
v<ilume of discharge finds no other means of escape outside the bed of 
the stream. But when such opportunity is afforded, the bar growth is 
unchecked as long as a line of less resistance is open through the out- 
let In the case of a cutoff the entire river is deflected in the direc- 
tion of the increased slope, through the new bed, and within a year or 
two the abandoned channel is entirely closed. 

Kow, "when we consider that the slope of the river along its proper 
course averages scarcely one-third foot to the mile, while the banks 
slope away from the river 4 to 10 feet to the mile, it is easy to see to what 
an extent, during floods, the river is tempted to change its course^" and 
that in such proportion as this temptation prevails, an effect similar to 
that of a cut-off in building a bar across the depleted channel is pro- 
duced. 

As the direction of the surface slope affects the direction of the thread 
of motion of the stream to all depths, so in case of both cut-off and cre- 
vasse the stream is turned, involving a loss of power in the impact against 
the bank; continuity of motion is broken, velocity is reduced, and a 
source of bar-formation is introduced. In the case of the crevasse, by 
the loss of volume, loss of velocity and ultimately of section is also in- 
curred. 

All plans proposed for the improvement of the river have for a com- 
mon aim the establishment of uniform conditions at the same stages. 
As these conditions are interdependent, the securing of any one will 
tend to bring about the others. Thus uniform section will give uniform 
mean velocity, which in turn will induce greater uniformity of channel 
depth at any given stage. But, as an element of uniform section, the 
importance of uniform width by itself as a factor in producing uniform 
velocity is lessened so long as the escape of water from and return to 
the river, over banks varying 20 feet in height, a^ referred to the flood 
slope, allow inequality of flood velocity and depth as great as results 
from the present unequal widths. 

Variation of discharge, at the same flood stage, in alternating parts 
of the river, from 1,000,000 to 1,600,000 cubic feet per second is as much 
an ob.stacle to stability of regimen as the existing diftereuce of width ; 
and improvement is only attainable by the control of both the area and 
discharge. 

Uniformity of bank grade, therefore, as an element of uniformity of 
section and v^ocity and channel depths, assumes the same importance 
as uniformity of width, and should be extende«l and maintained over 
the entire length of the alluvial river. 

The present grade of the banks with reference to its earlier and nor- 
mal conditions is discussed in Appendix F, page 122, Eeport Mississippi 
River Commission, 1881. The levees as heretofore built, or as now 
recommended, cannot justly be considered as superimi)osed on, or added 
to, what would have been the bank height when carried unchecked to 
its natural limit; but as establishing, by artificial means, a grade which 
the river in tlie free exercise of its functions is ever seeking to attain, 
and to which, under normal conditions, it has approximated. 

All observations bearing on this subject made by the Commission 
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sustain these views. In 1862 a break known as " Oubitt's Gap '' occurred 
in the left bank of the river, about 4 miles above the head of the Passes. 
It rapidly enlarged until its section was about 34 ])er cent, that of th(J* 
main river. The locality was surveyed in 1868, 1872, 1876, 1876, and 
1877 by the United States Coast and Geodetic Survey. So we have a 
full physical history of the changes, which are thus stated by Mr. Marin- 
den, assistant in charge of the surveys : 

A noticeable feature Id front of the "^ap" and one which in a great meaBure mnst 
be traced to it as its canse, is the formation of a flat on the west bank as shown by the 
deep contours — the 24-foot curve more especially. Starting at a point on the west 
shore, 3,000 feet above the ** gap/' where all the curves run parallel to the shore, and 
the 24- foot curve is 260 feet from the H-foot curve, which I have taken as the refer- 
ence for couventence, being smoother than the shore-line, although running parallel 
to it, the 24-foot contour abruptly juts out towards the center of the river, till oppo- 
site the north point of the **gap" it is H:?0 feet from the 3- foot curve; then following 
down-stream and opposite the south point it is 920 feet; then after passing the open- 
ing of Cubitt's Gap it retreats toward the shore-line, so that about 2,000 feet below the 
south point it is 760 feet; 4,000 feet below it is 720 feet ofi', and 8,000 feet below the 
** gap " it is only 500 feet off, notwithstanding the gradual expansion of the Mississippiy 
which at the upper limit is 3,720 feet wide, and at the lower limit, 8,000 feet below 
the " gap," it is 4,815 feet in width, as measured between the 3- foot curve of each bank. 

From the south point for a distance of about 1,300 feet down-stream, the two sur- 
veys compared are one of 1866, and the other 1876, which give a mean slioaling of 1.6 
feet in the ten years, or 0.16 foot per year. 

From the above-mentioned limit, 1,300 feet below the south point of " gap/' to 
Cubitt's House, we have two surveys for comparison, one executed in 1866 by Assist- 
ant Gerdes, and the other by ray party in 1877, giving an interval of eleven years j 
over this space there has been a mean shoaling of 3.9 feet, or 0.35 foot per year. 

From Oubitt's House to the Head of the Passes, including all the space now covered 
by the works for the improvement of the channel-way into South Pass, we have two 
surveys again ; one of 1866 by Assistant Gerdes, and one done under my direction in 
1875 by Subassistant Braid. These surveys show a deciease in depth of 3.6 feet in 
nine years, or 0.4 foot each year. Where, however, the present jettied channel into 
South Pass is located there has been a decided deepening. 

A subsequent survey, under the direction of the Commission, indi- 
cates the continued progress of this deterioration of the channel, which 
already threatens serious consequences to the maritime commerce of New 
Orleans. 

The great loss of section, extending many miles below Malone's, Eiv- 
erton, Bolivar, and Mound Place, and consequent upon these crevasses 
in 1882; and also the enlargement of the low-water section below Bon- 
net Carp6> caused by the closing of this crevasse in the same year, were 
folly described in the last annual report of the Commission (1883, p. 
16, and Appendix D, part 4, p. 171). 

That such results are not only local but cumulative — throughout long 
reaches — is also indicated by observations. The guage records of flood 
heights, and the knowledge of facts connected with them, are not ex- 
tended or complete enough to possess full authority. But if Memphis 
and Natchez are respeccively selected as locations characteristic of un- 
leveed and leveed fronts, and the existing record at each point divided 
into two parts covering equal time, periods, and the means compared, 
it shows that the floods along the unleveed fronts have become greater 
during the latter half of the time covered by the record, while for the 
same relative time along leveed fronts they have been less. As there is 
no doubt of the increase, during this time, of one factor of sectional 
area — width— any tendency to greater flood heights along unleveed 
fronts means a more than proportionate decrease of the depth. The re- 
verse of this is the apparent inference along the leveed front. 

These two points, Memphis and Natchez, have been selected as fairly 
representative, having the longest records (57 and 82 years, respectively), 
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and being least affected by conditions not under consideration. An ex- 
amination of the adjacent gauge records does not conflict with the infer- 
ence drawn from those cited. 

Again, the greater oscillation between high and low water at the 
month of the tributaries than at intermediate points has long been 
observed. It is presented here in tabulated form for the gauge stations 
at the mouths, and one intermediately located. It is represented graph- 
ically for all gauge stations in Plate No. 1. 



Location. 



Cairo, month of Ohio . .. 

Fulton, intermediate 

Helena, month of Saint Francis 

Slalone'a, intermediate 

Month White River 

Lake Providence, intermediate. 

Vickuhnrj^, month of Yasoo 

ITatchez. intermediate 

Month Bed Biver 





Mean of 


Bxtreme. 


last live 




years. 


58.17 


43.48 


84.55 


80.13 


47.20 


3S.57 


34 05 


38.91 


48.40 


40.06 


40.00 


32.91 


51.10 


89.85 


50.30 


8&04 


4&50 


89.89 



These differences of relative level have generally been attributed to 
abnormal local flood elevations, caused by increase of volume at the 
mouths of the tributaries. The reverse of this is the truth. The dif- 
ference is in the extreme fall and not in the extreme rise at these points. 
The bed of the river has adjusted itself to the annually recurring de« 
mands of the discharge by increasing its depth where they are greatest, 
and diminishing it M'^here the discharge is dissipated by successive out- 
lets. 

It will be noted that, while by far the greater part of this difference 
of oscillation is in the depression of low water, yet there is some trace 
of abnormal flood-height. As the average considered includes three 
of the greatest floods on record, this would partially disappear were 
the term of years extended. 

As the low water surface closely conforms to the controlling bars, it 
seems obvious that any such general elevation or convexity of bed as is 
found between the tributaries must make these bars more prominent 
and obstructive to navigation. Between the Yazoo and the Red rivers 
where levees have been comparatively well maintained, giving uniformity 
of bank height and discharge, this irregularity of low-water slope does 
not recur, and the navigation is three or four feet better. 

Since such levees as have been built have never restrained the higher 
floods in safety, it cannot be expected that the ^^ closing of existing 
gaps " will suffice to restrain volumes greater than those which have 
heretofore overwhelmed them; or to fairly test the principles upon 
which the recommendation of levees by the Commission is based. They 
must be higher, stronger, and more continuous than they have hereto- 
fore been built. 

The grade of levees for the improvement of navigation should be at 
least the normal height of the bank of the river, or the height to which 
the bank would be built by such floods as recur with sufficient fre- 
quency to exert an appreciable influence in bank building or enlarge- 
ment of water-way. This grade is approximately indicated by points 
on or near the margin of the river, well above general overflow, where 
deposit has been carried to a natural limit, unchecked by swift currents, 
and undisturbed by caving. This grade should be supplemented by 



REPORT OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER COMMISSION. 17 

sncli additional height as will protect it against frequent injury or de- 
struction. 

Preparations must also be made in the grade for such increase of 
Hood elevation as will at first and during the period of readjustment en- 
sue from the introduction of greater volume between levees, when made 
more continuous. It is not possible to predict at present to what this 
will amount, and it is probable that an exact conclusion will only be 
reached by experience. 

There are variables entering into the problem so subtle as to require 
additional investigation and study. This is now being given. Numer- 
ous observed facts indicate that guage heights for great discharge 
cannot be predicted by extending the curves constructed at low and 
medium stages with thtrse elements as coordinates. 

Many of the discharge curves of the observations of 1881-'82 and 
other years show great irregularities in this respect. 

The high-water curve plotted on Plate 1 is of remarkable symmetry, 
while the breaks in the low-water curve, to which the profile of the bed 
conlorms, are greater and more abrupt. The iinpriut of the flood's 
power is on the bottom aud not on the surface. The slope has proved 
more inflexible than the bed. The capacity of the river has increased 
as the discharge. 

This indicates that increment of volume will not be piled on top of the 
present flood heights, and that flood slopes cannot be changed over long 
distances from .25 to .75 per cent. The material of the bed does not pos- 
sess stability under the frictional resistance which such increased slopes 
would indicate. Indeed, the impossibility of maintaining a slope greater 
than the average is indicated in the promptness with which slope is 
readjusted at every cut-off, where within a few hours the process of 
distribution is evident for very long distances, both above and below. 

It is believed, to the contrary, that if an increase of .50 to .75 of the 
discharge can be arbiirarily and repeatedly withdrawn from and re- 
injected into the bed with very slight slope disturbance, it can be re- 
tained throughout the entire course of the riv^er, and that even the 
maximum present discharge, by careful and judicious engineering, can 
be yet further safely increased, without ultimately raising the flood 
plane. 

The following tabulated extract from Plate No. I compares high and 
low water slopes between the tributaries and a single intermediate sta- 
tion : 



Location. 



Cairo to Fulton 

Fnlton to H»-leua 

Ut-leu4 to Malone's 

Kaloof**!! to White River 

While River to Lake Providence 
I^ke Pn>vidence to Vick«burg . . 

Vi''ki)bui'g to XatcheK 

Katcbez to Red River 



Slopes per mile. 


High 


Low 


water. 


water. 


.435 


.360 


.420 


.490 


.400 


.302 


..327 


.490 


.327 


.278 


.276 


.398 


.291 


.277 


.194 


.218 



It is assumed that no argument is here needed to attest the practica- 
bility of a levee system. It is thoroughly established by a large expe- 
rience that faithfully-constructed levees, of sufficient proportions and 
age enough to have settled and become sod-covered, will resist any 
pressure. Of 149 breaks in the Yazoo front in 1882, 147 were caused by 

n. Ex. 64 2 
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water running over the levees and eroding the rear slope. Caving of 
banks destroys far more than all other causes combined ; but such loss 
wUl be reduced us caving is prevented, and permanence of bank will 
make the maintenance of levees of inconsiderable cost. 

We therefore conclude that levees, such as have been herein de- 
scribed, are, in connection with an equalization of width and the pre- 
vention of caving, an important part of any general and systematic plan 
for the improvement of the navigation and the prevention of destructive 
floods; and we do recommend the construction of new and raising of 
existing levees along all parts of the river where the highlands are too 
remote to check the passage of large volumes of flood water outside the 
bed of the river; or, in other words, on the entire right and also on the 
left bank below Baton Eouge, and from the Yazoo Eiver to Horn Lake, 
below Memphis. 

As this recommendation extends to levees below Hed River, where 
excellent facilities for navigation now exist, special reasons therefor 
seem necessary. It is not important here to repeat at length the prin- 
ciples on which Are formed the regimen of a river so strictly alluvial as 
the Lower Mississippi. It has already been stated in the discussions of 
the Commission that the dimensions of the river are of its own creation ; 
that a larger volume collected in one bed is discharged with less 
friction, other things being equal, and therefore with less slope, and 
more beneficent results to navigation and riparian interests; while sub- 
division of volume, on the contrary, meets proportionately more resist- 
ance in each minor channel, and therefore requires more slope. 

It follows from this law that every step in the improvement of the 
river, including its delta, which begins at the junction of the Missis- 
sippi and Atchafalaya, should be in the direction of the assembling of 
its many outlets into one channel, while subdivision in passes or dis- 
persion through crevasses is a grave error. 

Besides these general reasons, there are others, local in character but 
of great importance, which will appear on examination of the physical 
condition of this region why the work of improvement should include 
this part of the river. 

As has just been said, the point where the Atchafalaya diverges from 
the Mississippi is the true head of the delta, of which the Mississippi^ 
Atchafalaya, and Lafourche are the only remaining passes or natural 
outlets. The capacity of discharge of neither of these channels is nor- 
mally equal to that of the river above, just as in the subdelta neither 
the South or Southwest Passes or Pass k I'Outre has the capacity of the 
river above their joint head. But it is known that the Mississippi and 
Atchafalaya together cannot now discharge the volume of a great flood 
without disastrous overflow in the region they traverse. 

Thus, in 1882, the total flood discharge from the drainage basin above 
the head of the delta reached 2,200,000 cubic feet per second, divided 
approximately as follows: Down the Mississippi, 1,450,000; through 
the Tensas Basin as overflow, 500,000; and down the Bed and Black 
rivers, 250,000 cubic feet per second. Of this, 1,595,000 escaped down 
the Mississippi below Bed Eiver, and 281,000 down the Atchafalaya, 
The balance of 324,000 cubic feet per second entered neither stream, 
but escaped broadcast, to the Gulf, over the country. 

The redistribution of a similar flood discharge, as effected by the 
com[)letion of the levees above Red River, would be 1,950,000 from the 
Mississippi and 250,000 from the Red and Black. 

Under these circumstances, one of two results is inevitable, and either 
would necessitate precautionary work. 
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In the first case the volume discharging down the Mississippi below 
Bed Eiver would be largely increased. This would require the temporary 
raising and strengthening of the levees on that part of the river. In the 
other case the water which now escapes in floods through crevasses in the 
Tensas front and returns in part to the Mississippi through Old River 
would revf^rse this movement if kept in the Mississippi, and would seek 
the lower levels of the Eed and Atchafalaya through Old Biver with 
such force as not only to arrest the filling which now annually occurs 
in this channel, but also to deepen it and connect the deep water in the 
Mississippi with that in the Atchafalaya. This must be prevented at 
all hazards by work preceding the exclusion of flood water from the 
Tensas Basin. 

These discharges of the Mississippi and Atchafalaya (respectively 
1,595,000 and 281,000 cubit feet per second) are maintained for but 
a very short distance from the junction. Their capacity is rapidly 
reduced as they descend by repeated loss of volume over insuificient 
levees. Thus, while the Mississippi has a capacity at the gauge just 
below the mouth of Bed Biver of about 1,500,000 cubic feet per second^ 
at Carrol I ton, just above New Orleans, it does not exceed 1,000,000, as 
established by the following gaugings and computations : 

Cabic feet. 

1851. Humphreys and Abbot 1,152,000 

1858, Humphreys and Abbot 1,188,000 

1880, Mississippi River Commission 987, 000 

1881, Mississippi Kiver Commission 79'2,000 

1882, Mississippi River Commission 921, 000 

1883, Mississippi River Commission 1,079,000 

The surplus power of the flowing water is wasted over and through 
levees notsufficieut in grade or strength to convert it into work. They 
ofier less resistance than the bed of the stream. Thus, in 1884, thc^ dies- 
charge at Eed Eiver gauge was upwards of 1,400,000, and at GarroUton 
about 1,000,000 cubic feet per second, while between were the following 
crevasses : 

Cnbio feet. 

Morgansa 211,000 

Waterloo 46,000 

Bel Air 14,000 

Gaidry's 3,000 

Davis 140,000 

Total 414,000 

Similar breaks occur whenever the discharge past Eed River gauge 
largely exceeds 1,000,000 cubic feet per second. It is literally ferae that 
these levees are awash in every flood of magnitude for hundreds of 
miles. For long distances the waves irom storms and steamboats over- 
run them, and a continual outflow is only prevented in many places by 
boards set on edge and sand>bags. It is, therefore, impossible safely to 
increase the slope even by a few inches in 300 miles, and without this 
the velocity cannot be increased nor the resistance diminished. 

The mere introduction of additional volume into the upper end of a 
channel is not a practical compliance with the principles underlying 
the i)lan of the Commission. The condition of affairs just described has 
been substantially unchanged for upwards of fifty years — since the ex- 
tension of levees up to Eed River — and yet the volume discharged past 
that point, and recurring approximately with every flood, has not 
wrought out for itself below, in these many years, a sufficient water- 
way. It has run vagrant over the fields, rather than work. The re- 
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«traint and concentration of the present supply of energy logically pre- 
<jede8 its increase. Without this, additional volume only means waste 
of power and disaster from overflow. 

While the enlargement of any "outlet, natural or artificial, should be 
promptly and finally arrested, the levees from Eed Kiver down should 
l)e sutficiently raised and strengthened to restrain and apply effectively 
«uch power as resides in the mass of water now necessarily discharging 
44nd to be discharged between them before greater servitude is imposed, 
otherwise the treatment of the riv^r becomes merely local, of partial 
measures inconsistent with a general plan and general improvement. 
8uch a plan must protect any and all parts of the river against the 
direct consequences 6f its application to other parts by providing for 
the safe conduct to the Gulf of a more rapid discharge of the volume 
flowing from above. 

Therefore, it is the opinion of the Commission that the building of 
levees for the improvement of navigation in the obstructed portion of 
the river cannot proceed indefinitely without involving damages to the 
proprietary interests below ; and if this portion of the improvement to 
navigation is to proceed, provision must be made for strengthening and 
raising the levees in the lower portion of the river where navigation is 
now good. 

This recommendation is not based on conditions which will be contin- 
wally increasing or even permanent, ^o reason is apparent why the 
law that a larger volume of water flows through a bed adjustable by its 
own forces to its own needs, with less resistance and slope, should not 
ultimately be fully operative here. 

During the transition peinod unquestionably the increase of work will 
be indicated by increase of slope, which will disappear as the equilib- 
rium is reestablished. 

The following general order is believed to be judicious in the comple- 
tion of a levee system. As its object is generally to enlarge the water- 
way, a common sense analogy is found in the homely art of ditching. 
It should begin at the lower end. Each bottom, the Manchac, La- 
fourche, and Atchafalaya, constituting Lower Louisiana, the Tensas, 
Yazdo, White, and Saint Francis, should be inclosed in order, from be- 
low upwards. 

In each bottom, as it is reached in the foregoing order, the most im- 
portant levees, as restraining the greatest escape of water, should be first 
constructed. 

KECTIFIOATION OF RED AND ATCHAFALAYA BIYERS. 

The situation at the mouth of Red River is one which has engaged 
the attention of the Commission from the beginning of its work. The 
^subject has been discussed in some of its aspects in former reports, but 
the formulation of a complete and comprehensive plan has been deferred 
ivom time to time for the sake of thi* advantages to be gained by further 
observation, experience, and study. After full consideration of the 
matter the Commission is now prepared to present a plan for the treat- 
ineut of this very diflicult problem which is believed to meet all the 
requirements of the situation, aiid to be in point of practicability, safety, 
and economy the best that can be devised. 

tt is considered that any [)lan for this work ought to comprehend the 
l>revention of the divergence of the Mississippi River into the Atcha- 
falaya Basiii, the closure of any depleting outlet at that point, either 
existing now or likely to be induced by changes which are reasonably 
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to be anticipated, and the preservation of the navigation of the "Ked 
and Atchafalaya rivers. That it shall provide' for the immediate ac> 
coraplishment of all these ends is not necessary, but that it shall pro- 
vide contingently for them all is necessary to its completeness. It is 
necessary also that it shall harmonize with the conditions which will 
folli>w the exclusion of overflow from the Tensas and Atchafalaya basins. 

Whether the levees necessary to prevent such overflow shall be erec- 
ted by the United States or the States, or both, is not at all material. 
That these great areas of land will be reclaimed and occupied must be 
anticipated, and any wise plan for the treatment of the present situation 
must take that future fact into accouq.t, and not only harmonize with 
the conditions which will then exist, but must consist with the greatest 
safety of life and property in all localities liable to be affected by-it. 
It has been the ])urpose of the Commission iu the plan proposed to sat- 
isty all these conditions. 

For the full information of Congress on this important subject it ba» 
been thought well to present in some detail, not only that plan which i» 
recommended by the Commission, as the best one, but all that have been 
considered. 

TOTAL DEFLECTION OF THE RED INTO THE MISSISSIPPI. 

A plan fully to accomplish this object would Viecessarily include the 
following parts: 

1. A dam at or near the head of the Atchafalaya. 

2. The connection of the dam with lines of levees of sufficient height 
to restrain all floods. 

3. Locks at Plaquemine and the improvement of Bayou Plaquemiue 
and the Grand and Atchafalaya rivers. 

4. Kaising the levees of the Mississippi below Red River. 

These constituent parts will be considered iu the foregoing order. 

First. The selection of a location for a dam is limited to the Atcha- 
falaya itself — in which one would be sufficient — and to Old River, where 
two would be required, one above the head of the Atchafalaya, between 
it and the mouth of Red River, and the other below, or between the 
head of the Atchafalaya and the lower end of TurnbulPs Island. Both 
of these latter dams would extend from the right bank of lower Old 
River to TurnbulPs Island. The selection of location would l>e con- 
trolled by the nature of the foundation, the materials available, the 
safety of the completed structure, and the relative cost. 

The dam, if placed in the Atchafalaya, would be about 1,000 feet 
long. Its maximum height would be about 100 feet. The lower half 
would be built below low water, in a depth of about 50 feet, and the 
floods would bring a head of, say, 52 feet against it. The foundatiou 
would be in clay and sand. Dams in Old River would each be about 
3,000 feet long, with a net height of about 60 feet. The flood heiul 
would be the same as that against the dam in the Atchafalaya. The 
fountlation, however, is very much worse, consisting of the recent and 
loose deposit with which the bed of Old River is filled to a very great 
depth, and it is impossible to foresee to what extent a heavy dam wouhi 
sink before attaining stability. 

Three materials, to be used wholly or in combination, are available — 
brush, earth, and stone. Since the upper side of the dam is alternately 
wet and dry with every change of stage, and the lower side constantly 
exposed to atmospheric influence, the use of brush, from its i)eri8hable 
nature under these conditions, is quite inadmissible above low water* 
It4j permeable and compressible nature also unfits it for use below low 
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water, with the great weight and head to which it would be subjected. 
Tlie objections to the exclusive use of earth are the depth of water in 
which it is to be deposited and the necessity of completing a work of 
tliis material between two successive floods, or else of protecting it in 
an incomplete state against a flood, at great risk and cost. The objec- 
tions to stone are its great weight and cost. These considerations de- 
cide the Commission, in case this work is done, to favor a dam consist- 
ing of two transverse stone retaining walls, built of riprap and extend- 
ing up to low water, with outer slopes of 1 on 2 and inner slopes of 1 
on 1. The distance between the crests of these walls will be the width 
of the base of an earthen embankment with slopes of 1 on 4, a crown of 
40 feet, and of the requisite height. The earthwork should be thor- 
oughly faced with stone. 

This being the advisable construction of the dam, the Commission is 
confident, from the foregoing considerations, that the location in the 
Atchafalaya offers advantages of security and economy not found in 
Old Eiver, and also that the dam should be placed below the mouth of 
the Bayou des Glaizes, through which stream a large volume of over- 
flow enters the Atchafalaya. The contents of this dam will be about 
3,000,000 cubic yards of earth and 200,000 of stone, for which an esti- 
mate of $2,000,000 is submitted. 

(Second. The overflow of the Atchafalaya Valley, as measured in the 
flood of 1882, is much greater than the discharge of that river within 
its bed. But a« this is largely composed of Red River water, and the 
overflow would have free access to the stream through innumerable 
bayous below the dam, on either side, it is as important to exclude this 
overflow as the discharge of the stream itself. The work required to 
eflect this would be the raising of the levees on the south bank of the 
Bayou des Glaizes, and up the left bank of the Atchafalaya from the 
dam to its head and along the south side of Old River to the Missis- 
fiip])i ; for which an estimate of 1,400,000 yards, at 25 cents, or $350,000, 
is submitted. 

Third. It is not presumed to be the intention of the Government to 
close inland access to the navigation of the Atchafala3'a, Teche, and 
other streams of that system, 600 miles in length, through a country 
annually sending out $8,000,000 of agricultural products, as shown by 
the census of 1880, and for the improvement of which the plans and 
appropriations have already, from time to time, been made by the Gov- 
ernment. 

Locks at Plaquemine and the improvement of Bayou Plaquemine 
and Grand and Atchafalaya rivers are essential to connect this navi- 
gation with the Mississippi in case the above-mentioned dam is built, 
and are therefore considered as constituti^ig an essential part of the 
project. An estimate to give 5 feet navigation has been prepared for 
this work, under the direction of the Commission by Maj. A. Stickney, 
Corps of Engineers, U. S. A., and is now submitted : 

Looks and improvement of Bayou Plaquemine |1, 167, 648 40 

Improvement of Grand River 285, 97*2 ^O 

Improvement of Atchafalaya River lOH, 000 00 

Total 1,561.6:20 90 

Fourth. The gaugings made by the Commission in the vicinity of the 
mouth of Red River during the flood of 1882, established the follow- 
ing facts : In that year about 1,950,000 cubic feet per second reached 
the latitude of the mouth of Red River from the drainage basin of the 
Mississippi, of which l,'jl50,000 came down that river and 500,000 
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throngli the Tensas Basin as overflow. To this volume the Eed and 
Black rivers added about 250,000 feet. The discharge below Ked Eiver 
was approximately distributed as follows : Past Red River Landing, 
1,590,000 ; overflow between Red River Landing and OarroUton, 674,000 j 
past barrollton, 921.000 j down the Atchafalaya, 281,000^ and overflow 
through the Atcinifalaya Basin, 324,000 cubic feet per second. The 
completion of the work required by the last river and harbor bill 
would, under conditions similar to those of 1882, have increased the 
discharge below Red River to 2,200,000 cubic feet — 605,000 cubic feet, 
or 38 per cent. With the discharge actually occurring in that year the 
overflow was 674,000 cubic feet. With the above increase it would have 
been 1,279,000 cubic feet per second. 

The difficulty and risk attending the execution of this plan are appar- 
ent from the following considerations : The conditions below Red River 
have been sustantantially unchanged since the completion of levees up 
to that point, over fifty years ago. Since that time the flood discharge 
at R€d River Landing has repeatedly approximated 1,500,000 cubic feet 
per second, while the highest flood on record at New Orleans, that of 
1883, gave, by actual measurement, less than 1,100,000. The surplus 
alK>ve this latter amount has been lost over and through insuflicient 
levees. During these many years the larger volume passing Red River 
Lauding has failed to excavate for itself sufficient waterway below. The 
reason is obvious. The power of the discharge above must be controlled 
and converted into work by levees olfering greater resistance than the 
bed before the discharge can be increased. The measure of the work re- 
quired of the river will first be indicated b^* an increased slope. But this 
is not possible on that part of the river under discussion, as the levees are 
already awash for hundreds of miles in great floods, and are only held 
by temporary devices. Hence they must be raised during the transi- 
tion period and until readjustment is reached. In the next place, full 
security during and after the execution of the work cannot be assured 
without higher levees. It is entirely possible, and therefore must be 
l)rovided for as a contingency of the work, that for a series of years 
there may be no flood of magnitude nor coincidence of floods in the two 
rivers. Thus, from 1877 to 1881, both included, the flood only once, 
and then barely, attained mean high-water mark, or 3 feet below the 
crest of the levee at Baton Rouge as determined by the average height 
of all known gauge records below Red River. During such a period 
the closure of the Atchafalaya might be completed without, in any one 
year, throwing into the Mississippi below a volume greater than the 
average flood discharge under present conditions. In such case no pro- 
gressive enlargement of bed could be expected, and when after the 
completion of the dam a great flood should come, as did in 1882, or the 
floods of the Mississippi and Red should combine, the full effect of the 
work, as indicated in the raising of the flood-plane, would practically 
have to be encountered in a single year. 

For the cost of the increase of levees, assumed to be necessary during 
the execution of the foregoing plan, estimates are submitted. 

The estimates are divided into two parts, the first of which represents 
the amount necessary to place the present system of levees in such con- 
dition as they ought to be to safely restrij^in the floods now occurring, 
without any change of conditions at Red River. This is assumed at a 
mean raise of 2 feet in the grade. 

The second part represents the additional work directly consequent 
upon the changes at Red River proposed by the plan now under dis- 
caasioD, assumed at 2 feet of additional height. 
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To restrain floods of the heights recently experienced on the Lower 
Mississippi the levees would have to be raised below Red River, and for 
this purpose a mean increase of height of 2 feet has been taken, and the 
amount required is $2,872,500. 

The plan under consideration if executed will increase the volume of 
these floods, and necessitate a further increase of grade. 

This is also assumed at 2 feet mean raise, and the amount required 
for this work would be $3,727,600 ; total, $6,600,000. 

Total estimaie for the execution of the project. 

Dam : 12,000,000 

Connecting levees t... 350,000 

Locks and improvment of connected rivers 1,561,620 

Raising levees below Red River 6,600,000 

Total 10,511,620 

The objections to this plan may be summarized in the statement that 
it is costly, difQcult, and dangerous beyond the necessities of the case. 

There is no evidence that there ever was a time when the entire dis- 
charge of the Red and Mississippi at their greatest floods passed, or 
could pass, down the Mississippi channel. The attempt proposed by 
this plan to compel such a result is an experiment with the forces of 
nature on an enormous scale and by a method which admits of no quali- 
fied trial. The head of the Atchafalaya being once shut up, the entire 
flood and all floods must be carried to the Gulf down the main channel. 

Four feet is the height which has been assumed as the mean addi- 
tion to existing levee grades below Red River necessary to provide for 
this increased discharge. This addition would not be uniform, but 
would exceed the mean along a considerable portion of the river's 
course. Crevasses are possible in the best-built and best-guarded 
levees ; and when they do occur every foot of the dam across the 
Atchafalaya would flood elevation above the level of the surrounding 
country adds greatly to their disastrous effects. At the elevation to 
which a great flood would be carried by the exe«iUtion of this plan in 
some parts of the rivers below, where the aiijaceut i^ountry is highly 
cultivated and densly populated, a crevasse would come with a fury and 
destructiveness to which no former experience would furnish any par- 
allel. The dangers here indicated would exist in a pexjuliar degree at 
the proposed dam across the Atchafalaya. Such a dam as would be 
necessary in this case, upon the foundation existing for it, cannot be 
regarded as a structure beyond the reach of accident, however well 
made or watched; and the breaking of such a dam, with a head of 
52 feet against it, and the empty Atchafalya Basin below, it would be 
an appalling event. That it would immediately precipitate one of the 
very disasters it was designed to prevent, viz, the cutting of a deep 
channel from the Mississippi River into the Atchafalaya Basin, would 
seem inevitable. 

It may be said that the result of turning this increased volume down 
the main channel will be to increase its section by scour, and so pro- 
vide adequate capacity of discharge without raising the present flood 
level. That its tendency will be to enlarge the channel is undoubtedly 
true. But the increased flood height must come first as a cause; the 
enlargement afterwards as an effect. How soon or to what extent the 
effect will follow the cause, no one knows. To assume that it will come 
in a few years, and act upon that assumption in a case so grave, is to 
stake tremendous consequences on the soundness of a theory. 
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It may be said also that the plan submitted hereafter by the Commis- 
sion involves in its iinal execution a discharge in the main riv^er below, 
of the same volume which this plan will require, less only tlie discharge 
of Red River. To which it may be answered that this is of itself a 
substantial difterence, being equal to one eighth of the discharge above 
Red River; and that in its relations to this river below it is a very ini- 
portant difference. When a great flood confined between levees has 
passed the point of safety, each inch of additional rise adds to the dan- 
ger in an increasing ratio. To which may be added the more important 
fa<jt that the plan submitted by the Commission has this exceeding ad- 
vantage, that it can be executed by installments, and tested as it pro- 
ceeds, without taking at once and irrevocably, enormous risks. 

The presentation here made of this plan, and of the objections to it, 
have been extended to some length because a clause in the last law 
making appropriations for the Mississippi River appears to anticipate, 
if indeed it does not direct, the treatment of Red River in the manner 
contemplated in the plan here discussed. The funds available out of 
the appropriation were insufficient, however, even to begin a work of 
such magnitude. And inasmuch as the Commission is compelled, for 
the reasons stated, to disapprove the plan, it seems proper that the sub- 
ject should be fully discussed at this time. • 

Other plans which have been proposed will be briefly discussed. 

The separation of the Red and Atchafalaya from the Mississippi. 

The separation of the Red and Atchafalaya from the Mississippi River 
has been proposed by extending aud connecting the levees on the right 
bank of the Mississippi, above and below Old River, with a dam iicross 
that channel. This dam would have to be constructed with the same 
methods and materials as that previously discussed for the Atchafalaya. 
While it would not be of equal magnitude with that dam, either in 
length or height, or in the depth of water in which it must be built, the 
foundation would be in the loose deposit with which the bed of Old 
River is filled. The opening of the Plaquemine route, as previouslS' de- 
scribed, would also form part of this plan. 

The discharge below Red River, on the basis of the flood of 1882, 
would be increased 355,000 cubic feet per second, or to 1,950,000, which 
would still require some elevation of levees below. 

The connection of the dam with the adjacent levees would be more 
expensive than in the previous plan. Estimates are submitted without 
recommendation. 

Cost of dam |1, 200, 000 

Connecting adjacent levees, 2,000,000 yards, at 25 cents 500, 000 

Locks and improvement of Plaquemine, Grand, and Atchafalaya rivers .. 1,561,620 
To make secure present levees below Red River, assnmed, as before, at a 

mean raise of 2 feet in their grade 2, 872, 500 

To provide for the increased discharge below Red River consequent npon 
the execution of this plan would require an additional raising of grade, 
which, assumed In this case at 1 foot mean raise, would require 1, 927, 500 

Total 8,061,620 

Major SticJcney^s project. 

A project has also been submitted by Maj. A. Stickney, Corps of 
Engineers, U. S. A. 
This plan proposes as its fundamental feature to raise the bed and 
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water surface of the lower Bed and upper Atehafalaya by means of 
submerged dams, and will be found fully stated by its author in Ap- 
pendix I of this report. 

Major Stickney's estimate for the execution of his plan is 42,151,660. 

If the increase of discharge down the Mississippi indicated by Major 
Stickney as the result of his plan were realized, we believe the follow- 
ing estimates for levees would be necessary as a part thereof. 

To make secure present levees below Red River, assnmed, as before, at a 

mean raise of 2 feet in their grade $2, 872, SCO 

To provide for the increased discharge below Red River consequent upon 
the execution of this plan would require an ndditional raising of grade, 
which, assnmed, as in the last case, at 1 foot of mean height, would cost. 1, 927, 500 

Total : 4,800,000 

Plan for the rectification of the Red and Atehafalaya rivers by prev^mting 
further enlargement of the latter stream and restricting its outlet ca- 
pa^ty. 

The object sought to be accomplished in the plan which is now de- 
scribed is the control of the outlet discharge through the valley of the 
Atehafalaya and the checking of the enlargement of its bed. 
' It is not the opinion of the Commission that the diversion of the 
Eed lUver into the Mississippi is of the importance to the maintenance 
and improvement of the main stream that would render expedient the 
•expenditure and risk that would be incurred by the magnitude of the 
project and the precautionary work necessary on the lower levees. 
Any reasons in favor of this plan are valid only in connection with the 
navigation of the tributary. 

To some extent the repair of existing levees along the Tensas front, 
now in progress, will tend to reduce the strain upon the Atehafalaya, 
but to provide absolutely against any injury from the augmentAtiou of 
Hoods in the main river below, some increase in the height of the levees 
below Bed River will be necessary in this or any of the projects here- 
inbefore discussed: 

The plan is as follows: 

A series of brush-dams should be placed in the Atehafalaya, with the 
«l)per one below the Bayou des Glaizes, and the others at intervals not 
exceeding one-quarter of a mile. These dams should be built up to 
just below low water. It is the intention that these dams shall permit 
the passage down the Atehafalaya of a volume equal to the flood dis- 
charge of Red River, and in construction their height and the width 
between spurs can be so adjusted as to accomplish this result. It is 
also entirely practicable that these dams should be so located and con- 
structed as to form part of a high-water dam, should the building of 
snch be specially directed by Congress. 

They should be constructed of a sill not less than 300 feet wide, up 
and down stream, and extending transversely up to the high-water 
banks. Above low water they should be heavily riprapped. The dam 
should be built upon this sill with concentric and diminishing cribs con- 
structed as those now being used in New Orleans Harbor. While the 
ends of these cribs would reach about to low water, their concentric po- 
sition would leave a depression not less than 5 feet deep over the middle 
of the crest to afibrd at all stages access to the navigation of the Atch- 
■afalaya. 

The design for the dams as described has been used for ]>urpose8 of 
estimate. If constructed, the details may be materially modilied. 
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From the levees on either side of the Atchafalaya, and opposite the 
^nds of the dams, earthen spurs should he built out as far as possible. 
These spurs, and any surfaces of adjacent levees or banks, where 
necessary, should be substantially riprapped. These spurs and the 
level's with which they connect, extendin<r up the left bank of the Atch- 
afalaya to Old River and thence to the Missivssippi, and also along the 
South side of the Bayou des Glaizes, should be raised above any over- 
flow. 

Estimates for this project are submitted. 

Six clams, with riprap and spurs, at $160,000 each $960,000 

Raising adjacent levees 5^50, 000 

T'» innke Hociire present levoes below R«»d River, assumed as in previous 

cases at 2 feet mean raise 2, b?:^, 500 

T«> provide for the increased discharge below Red River, consequent upon 
the execution of this plan, would require an additional raising of grade, 
which, assumed as in the two preceding cases, at L foot increase of mean 
height, would cost 1,927,500 

Total 6,010,000 

Within a few weeks past the Commission made a careful personal iu- 
spfection of the Atchafalaya Eiver throughout its entire length. The 
water was at a low stage, and the opportunities for an examination of the 
stream and its banks were good. For a short distance froui its head it 
has high banks and a deep capacious channel, which is gradually, but 
not rapidly, increasing in size. As it descends, the channel grows nar- 
rower and shallower, and the banks lower, and the evidences of recent 
enlargement gradually disappear. It is obvious that a large part of the 
water which enters between the high banks at the head is dissipated 
over the low banks below and finds its way to the Gulf in the form of 
general overflow. This overflow is so impaired in its progress by the 
dense forests of the swamps that it moves but slowly, and soon piles up 
to an elevation which limits the discharge from above. 

Nearly, if not quite, all the water which flows down the Atchafalaya 
at the present time during flood stages comes from the Red and Black 
rivers and the Mississippi overflow into the Tensas Basin. There is now 
no tendency in lower Old River to enlarge ; on the contrary, it appears 
to b.e closing. While present conditions continue there is not, in the 
opinion of the Commission, any immediate danger that a deep-water 
connection will be formed between the Mississippi and the Atchafalaya. 
On the contrary, there seems to be more danger that the bed of Old 
River will close and so sever the low water of the Red and the Missis- 
sippi rivers by a natural i>rocess, though of the future course of these 
changes it is impossible to aflirm anything certainly. But the complete 
closure of the levees on the Tensas Front, an event likely to occur at an 
early date, will change very materially these conditions ; and at flood 
stageof the Mississi])pi coincident with relatively lower stages in the Red 
there would be likely to be a large outflow through Old River. If this 
were left entirely unrestricted there would be danger of changes in the 
channels of Old River and the Atchafalaya, which might occur with 
suddenness and make their subsequent correction very difficult. The 
possible consequences of such changes would be so grave that no reason- 
able precautions against their occurrence ought to be omitted. 

The submerged dams x)ropo8ed in the last-mentioned plan will con- 
tract the present discharge capacity of the Atehafalaya only slightly, 
so that unless they shall be supplemented by levees to prevent the en- 
trance of overflow water into the Atchafalaya Basin, the quantity of 
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Mississippi water escaping: into that Basin will continue substantially 
unchanged. 

This leads to the consideration of the Atchafalaya as an outlet, and 
t.o the question of its closure or restriction as such. The Commission 
entertains no doubt of the truth of the general proposition frequently 
heretofore stated, that the tendency of an outlet of substantial dis- 
charge is to impair the efficiency of the main channel below it. Tho 
complete closure of the Tensas Front will transfer the discharjie of the 
present outlets along that front to the mouth of Old River and the 
space between that point and the foot of the Tensas levees. That the 
tendency of a permanent outlet so large and so sharply localized will be 
to impair the main channel below seems certain. The extent andrapidity 
of such impairment it is Impossible to predict. But that it may result 
in the formation of a bar or series of bars great enough to obstruct 
navigation and in the abnormal widening of the channel, which is the 
usual concomitant of such bars, is possible. 

The prevention of this escape can be accomplished only by cuttiiig 
off the overflow into the Atchafalaya Basin by levees across its head. 
These, by preventing high water outflow through Old River, would also 
add to the security of that channel against dangerous enlargement, and 
so constitute a logical part of the plan proposed, whether that be con- 
sidered as a means for the closure of an outlet merely, or as a precau- 
tion against the divergence of the Mississippi into the Atchafalaya 
Basin. 

But, for the reasons already stated, the levees aeross the head of the 
Atchafalaya Basin cannot be constructed without exposing the country 
on the main river below to disastrous overflow, until the levees below 
Red River shall have been raised, and until that time the execution of 
that part of the plan must necessarily be deferred. The extent of such 
necessary additional levee height below Re^i River, and the probable 
cost of it, are given in connection with the statement of the first plan 
hereinbefore described. 

The present recommendation of the Commission is confined, therefore, 
to the construction of the submerged dams described, designed to pre- 
vent further enlargement of the Atchafalaya. 

The keeping open a navigable channel from the Red into the Missis- 
sippi River is not necessarily connected with any of the projects herein- 
before described, but in connection with the last plan described could, 
it is believed, be promoted by the following work. The limit to this im- 
provement is the bar which invariably forms in the mouth of a tributary 
under the influence of back water from the Mississippi, and which, the 
discharge of the tributary is unable tx) remove. Thus, the mouth of the 
Missouri goes down to 3^ feet, and of the White and Yazoo to about 3 
feet. 

It has been proposed to effect this by placing a low- water dam across 
Old River, between the Red and Atchafalaya, whose crest shall have 
an elevation of about 10 feet above the obstructions in Upper Old River, 
and thus deflect the Red River, when below this stage, down Upper Old 
River, which, before the present conditions, induced by the enlarge- 
ment of the Atchafalaya, was the natural and better channel. The re- 
development of this channel would probably require the assistance of 
dredging and spur-jetties, for which no reliable estimate can be made. 
It is probable that work of this description would still be required if 
the entire flood discharge of the Red River were deflected in this direc- 
tion. The cost of dam would be $125,000; probable cost of dredge and 
jetties, $275,000; total, $400,000. 
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While it is believed that the effect of this plan will be to deepen the 
access to Red River and confine the difficulty of navigation, which now 
extends over 6 miles, to its immediate mouth at the Mississippi, it is 
doubtful if the condition there admits of a depth of navigation greater 
than is now found at the mouths of other tributaries, or at the mouth 
of Red River itself before Shreve's Cut-off. The plan is therefore sub- 
mitted as presenting this limited a<lvautage, with an estimate, to en- 
able Congress to Judge of the advisability of its execution. 

LEGISLATION. 

The Commission renew the recommendation heretofore made that 
provision be made by law fdr the appropriation by the United States, 
through proceedings in the Federal court, of land and material needed 
in the work. 

On this point reference is made to the suggestions of the last report, 
without repeating them here. 

FINilNCIAL STATEMENT. 

Appropriation for surveys and expenses of the Mississippi River Commission^ act of July 7, 

1884. 

Balance on hand December 1, 1883 $67,080 88 

Appropriated by act approved July 7, 1884 -75, 000 00 

142, 080 88 

Expended from December 1, 1883, to November 30, 1884, inchiding esti- 
mated liabilities 87,961 73 

Balance which it is estimated will be required during the remainder of the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1885 54,119 15 

142, 080 88 
Appropriation for surveys of Mississippi River, act of July 5, 1884. 

Amount appropriated $75, 000 00 

Expended to December I, 18^<4 40,247 52 

Balance which it is estimated will be required during the remainder of the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 1885 34,752 48 

75, 000 00 

The estimates of funds for fiscal year 1886, which were transmitted 
to the honorable the Secretary of War on July 25, 1884, are here re- 
peated. 

Estimate of funds for the Mississippi River Commission for the fiscal year ending June 30, 

1886. 

RIVER AND HARBOR BILL. 

For continuation of surveys of the Mississippi River between the Head of the 
Passes, near its mouth, and its headwaters, now in progress ; to make ad- 
ditional surveys and examinations of said river and it« tributaries ; to 
make such additional examinations and investigations, topographical, by- 
drographical, hydrometrical, as are necessary for maturing a plan for the 
permanent improvement of the entire river f 100, 000 

SUNDRY CIVIL BILL. 

For salaries and traveling expenses of the Mississippi River Commission, 
and for salaries and traveling expenses of assistant engineers under them, 
and for office expenses and contingencies $100,000 
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The estimates of funds for works of improvement for the fiscal year 
3886,"^ wliich were transmitted to the honorable the Secretary of War 
July 25, 1884, are here repeated. 

Estimates of funds for the improvement of the Mississippi River for the fiscal year ending 

June 30, 1886. 

For con tinning the improvement of the Mississippi River from Des Moines 

Rapids to the inoulh of the Illinois River (500. 000 

For con tinning the improvement of the Mississippi River from the mouth 
of the Illinois River to Cairo, 111 1,000,000 

For continuing the improvement of the Mississippi River from Cairo, 111., 
to the Head of the Passes, including the improvement of the Red River at 
and below the head of the Atchafalaya 7,000,000 

In addition to the foregoing, the following special estimates for im- 
proving the harbors nam^ in the last river and harbor bill, as set forth 
in the body of this report, are recapitulated. 

For improvement of the following harbors : 

Columbus, Ky S80,000 

Hickman, Ky 270,000 

Memnhis, Tenn 75,000 

Greenville, Miss 186,000 

Vioksburg, Miss 20,000 

Natchez, Miss 700, OCO 

New Orleans, La 683,600 

Total 1 2,014,600 



c 



FINANCIAL STATEMBNTS, NOVEMBER 1, 1883, TO SEPTEMBER :30, 1884. 

(Appropriations for improving Mississippi River, acts March 3, 1881, Angnst 2, 1682^ 

and Jan nary 19 and July 5, 1884.) 

Balance in hands of disbursing officer November 1, 1883 |391, 243 30 

Less balance of first appropriation (36, 230 86 

Less deposits from sale of coal, credit of general service 126 00 

36,356 8d 

In United States Trewnry November 1, 1883 354,886 44 

In United States Treasnry November 1, 1883 607,025 90 

Allotments since November 1, 1883 3,337,290 00 

Unallotted in Treasury 12,710 00 

Deposited by Captain Sears 40 50 

Deposited by Captain Knight 20 00 

Total 4,311,972 84 

Expended November 1, 1883, to September 30, 1H84 2,307,428 15 

Balance available September 30, 1884 2,004,544 6^ 

Estimated expenses to December 31, 1884 1,481,924 46 

Estimated balance for carrying on work and care of property to Janu- 
ary 1, 1885 522,620 23 

Q. A. GILLMORE, 
Colonel of Engineers J Brevet Major- Oeneral^ U. 8. A,, 

President of Commission. 
OH AS. R. SDTER, 

Major of Engineers, U. S. A, 
B. M. HARROD, 
R. S. TAYLOR, 
S. W. FERGUSON, 
HENRY MITCHELL, 

Coa^t and Geodetic Survey. 
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I have signed the above report with some misgivings as to the pur- 
port of the two articles entitled, respectively, "Levees and Outlets" and 
"Rectification of the Red and Atchafalaya Rivers," and-Itteel con- 
strained to make my own conclusions a little more apparent.? 

The first article is valuable as furnishing all the information in the 
possession of the Commission concerning the effect of levees as means 
of improving navigation ; but it seems to be implied that this informa- 
tion is now adequate to warrant a complete system, in which 1 do not 
concur. 

The Commission has undertaken the reconstruction of levees along 
the fronts of the Yazoo and Tensas basins, with the expectation that 
these would improve navigation and determine the value of this means 
of improvement as compared with other means under trial. The results 
of these costly experiments have not yet been ascertained, and until 
benefits have been discovered from repeated surveys at low water there 
would seem to be no ground for recommending a complete application 
of the levee system. 

This " complete application" would, it appears, necessitate the raising 
of all the levees now existing between Red Kiver and the Gulf of Mex- 
ico, because it would precipitate into this — the most valuable part of the 
river — a greatly increased flood. 

Before recommending pr in any degree favoring such " complete ap- 
plication " of the levee system, I prefer to await the results of our own 
experiments, and I will add that these results will much exceed my ex- 
pectation if they justify the extension of levee work 270 miles beyond 
the obstructed portion of the river, and the introduction of a change of 
regimen whore no change can be for the better. 

Relative to the second article, entitled *' Rectification of the Red and 
Alchafalaya Rivers," I have felt that the Commission was not justified 
in assuming that the order ol Congress to deflect the waters of the Red 
River from the Atchafalaya contemplated the augmentation of the flood 
heights and flood velocities below Red River, where no improvement to 
navigation demands it. I therefore regard the discussion of plans in- 
volving great systems of levees as irrelevant and unfortunate where not 
accompanied by explicit condemnation. To my mind the order of Con- 
gress finds its proper response in the plan recommended by the Commis- 
sion for obstructions in the Atchafalaya and the suggested dam at the 
head of Tumbnll's Island for deflecting the Red River. 

HENRY MITCHELL, 

Coast and Oeodetic Survey, 

Hon, Robert T. Lincoln, 

Secretary of War, 
(Through the Chief of Engineers.) 

New York, December 23, 1884. 

1. In the preceding i*eport the Mississippi River Commission has rec- 
ommended the extension of the work below Cairo, to include the New 
Madrid Reach, and the commencement of a systematic revetment in 
seriously caving banks from Cairo down. It has submitted an estimate 
of $7,000,000 for work below Cairo, for the coming fiscal year, exclusive 
of harbor works. 

Not concurring in either the recommendation or the estimate, it is 
proper to give my reasons for dissent. 

2. The original estimate of the Commission for 38 miles of the Plam 
Point Ri^ach was $1,432,000 ; and for 25 miles of the Lake Providence 
Reach, $1,238,000. 
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It is now certain that the cost of these works will be not less than 
three times the original estimate, and even yet it is not practicable to 
state with dfefiniteness what the ultimate cost will be. 

So far as the actual experience of the Commission goes, the loss of 
work has been large, but that experience is not yet extensive enough 
to show how much these losses can be reduced in future, nor, after works 
are completed, how much the annual cost of their maintenance will ex- 
ceed or fall short of 5 per cent, per annum. As the advisability of the 
extension of the syv>teJii of works over the whole river depends on the 
relation of the final cost of the system, and of its annual maintenance, to 
the value of the resulting benefits, I am not ])repared to recommend any 
large extension of the appropriations or of the works till those costs 
are approximately known. 

3. A majority of the Commission state, " We therefore conclude that 
levees, such as have been herein described, are, in connection with an 
equalization of width and the prevention of caving, an important part 
of any general and systematic plan for the improvement of the naviga- 
tion and the prevention of destructive floods." 

I am unable to learn from the report, exactly or approxitnately, what 
heights the levees " such as have been herein described '^ are to have, 
but as '< preparations must also be made in the grade for such increase 
of flood elevation as will at first • • • result ♦ ♦ *,'' I infer that 
the levees " herein described " are to retain such large floods as occur 
every few years. I fully concur with the majority as to the necessity of 
such levees, to restrain destructive floods, and believe it to be the only 
method by which the great value of the bottom lands of the Mississippi 
can be fully developed. 

I do not concur in the opinion that such levees will have any consid- 
erable value in improving low-water navigation. As I have stated in 
previous reports, the cause of bad low water navigation is excessive low- 
water width. It is only where such excessive widths occur that navi- 
gation is bad, and if by means of levees some hundreds of thousands of 
cubic feet per second of discharge at the top of the flood were added 
to a discharge which now is 1,200,000 or 1,400,000 cubic feet^ while it 
might in some degree lower the bed of the river, unless it also narrowed 
the low- water river, it would give no sensible increase of low- water 
depth on the bars at these wide places. Where the river is now shoal 
and a mile or a mile and a half wide, it is difficult to see how levees on 
the bank of the river will produce any sensible contraction of width or 
sensible increase of depth, and it is only at wide places that increase of 
low-water depth is needed. 

The river itself does uDt appear to support the theory that bad navi- 
gation is due to escape of flood water over the banks. The flood dis- 
charge of the river, as it now is, varies at different places between about 
1,000,000 cubic feet per second at Carrollton and 1,800,000 or 2,000,000 
cubic feet at the Ohio or at New Madrid. At New Madrid nature has 
8npi)lied levees which practically confine the flood waters up to the high- 
est stage. Here she has tried the experiment which the Commission 
are also trying, und the result is that immediately below New Madrid 
one of the worst, if not the worst, pieces of low- water navigation now on 
the river exists. 

Again, if lack of flood-water which escapes into the river bottoms 
were the main or an important cause of bad low-water navigation, since 
below New Madrid the flood discharge decreases gradually to just above 
the mouth of the Saint Francis, where it does not much exceed 1,000,000 
cubic feet, it would seem that on all the straight portions of the river 
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here the iiaTigation shoald be bad. The fact is that interspersed be- 
tween the bad reaches are others having no greater flood discharge 
than those above them, and yet where the navigation is good. If bad 
navigation arose from decreased flood discharge^ there should be a 
marked deterioration in passing from New Madrid with 1,800,000 dis- 
charge, to just above the Saint Francis with 1,000,000 flood discharge. 
It does not occur. 

It may be asked, What causes the excessive low- water widths which 
give bad navigation ? If the comparisons of the old with recent sur- 
veys showing changes in the river, given in the plates of the Missis- 
sippi Biver Commission Report for 1883, beexamined,it will be seen that 
at the same place, in widely different years, the river may now be wide and 
now narrow, and that there is in general a traveling of bends and pecul- 
iar forms down the river. This suggests that the special width or nar- 
rowness, and hence the good or bad low- water navigation at a given 
place, does not depend exclusively, nor even mainly, on the forces acting 
today, but rather that the actual form of the river at a given place is 
merely the recorded history of what has occurred there during many 
years past, and that where to day the low-water navigation is good or 
bad, fifty years from now the state may be reversed, and that without 
any change in flood discharge. 

If, in a straight reach, where navigation is now good, the river, chang- 
ing the thread of itscurrenr from some slight cause, were to attack alter- 
nately one bank and the other — ^if this continued the result would finally 
be a wide river and bad navigation. The reverse process would turn 
a bad part of the river into a good one. These changes might occur 
just as well with a flood discharge of 1,800,000 as with one of 1,000,000 
cubic feet; in other words, it might happen just as well with as without 
levees. 

Not holding the opinion that bad low-water navigation is caused in 
any considerable degree by escape of flood water over the banks, I 
cannot attribute any value to levees as aids to low-water navigation 
commensurate with their cost. 

Below Red River, levees for the improvement of navigation are not 
needed, as the navigation there is good, and any reactionary influence 
to improve the low-water navigation above would be very small. 

4. For the Red and Atchafalaya rivers the Commission approves a 
plan which proposes to put a submerged dam across the Atchafalaya— 
ultimately to stop by levees all escape into the head of the Atchafalaya 
Basin except 281,000 cubic feet per second through the dam; and to 
build a low- water dam across lower Old Kiver, between the Atchafalaya 
and the head of Turnbull's Island. 

1 concur in the proiiriety of checking the enlargement of the Atcha- 
falaya by a submerged dam, as, if its enlargement went on indefinitely, 
the main Mississippi might go that way. 

The eit'ect of the levees would be to increase the flood discharge at 
New Orleans from about 1,100,000 cubic feet to about 1,900,000, and to 
require the levees to be raised there about 6 feet. 

(In making this estimate the method used by me in the Annual Report 
of the Mississippi River Commission for 1883 has beenfollowed. In ref- 
erence to that method a majority of the Commission say: ^^ Numerous 
factsindicate that gauge-heights for great discharges cannot be predicted 
by extending the curves constructed at low and medium stages with 
these elements as co-ordinates." 

(I know of no one who proposes to use low stages for this purpose, 
and when, instead of '< low and medium stages," medium and high stages 

H. Ex.64 3 
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are used, the method is in myjadgmeDt the best at present available, 
and must be followed till the Commission present a better one to re- 
place it.) 

The plan^ then, of stopping a large part of the escape into the Atcha- 
falaya Basm proposes to require a large raising of the levees from B^ 
Biver down at a great expense, and a permanent increase of danger to 
all the people living behind tnese levees from the greater overflow if 
these higher levees should be broken. 

The advantages which may be supposed to follow from these levees 
are a theoretical improvement of navigation below Bed Biver where it 
is now good, or a prevention of its deterioration, and a protection from 
overflow of an area of thinly-settled land in the vicinity of the Atcha- 
falaya, small in comparison with that on the Mississippi below Bed 
Biver. The disadvantages appear to far outweigh the advantages. 

The Commission recommends the construction of a low-water dam 
across lower Old Biver above the Atchafalaya, and the formation of a 
channel on the north side of Tumbull's Island. The estimated cost is 
$400,000. 

I fear that the opening of the channel would cost twice or three times 
the estimate, and that a^er the completion of the works the mouth of 
Bed Biver would sometimes close unless dredging were used. 

So long as the relative oscillations of the Mississippi and the Bed may 
give nearly still water, loaded with sediment, in both lower and upper 
Old Biver, for many weeks at a time, it is very doubtful if in such cases 
Vkte low- water flow of the Bed Biver can keep, in diy seasons, a low- 
water channel open. 

I should prefer to continue annual dredging rather than to execute a 
costly work whose results are so uncertain. 

0. B. OOMSTOCK, 
Lieutenant' Colonel of Engineers and Brevet Brigadier- General, 

Hon. BOBEBT T. LiNOOLN, 

Secretary of War. 
(Through the Chief ot Engineers.) 
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Statement of aji^opr%aii<m$ allotted and expended under the Misaiasippi Biver CfOmmiaaUm* 

ActofMarch3, 1881 |1, 000, 000 00 

Act of August 2, 1882 4,123,000 00 

Actof January 19, 1884 1,000,000 00 

Actof Julys, 1884 2,070,000 00 

Total 8,193,000 00 

Balance from former appropriations for works below Cairo, July 1, 1882 272, 628 38 

Balance from former appropriations for works above Cairo, Jaly 1, 1884 18, 017 89 

For sale of fuel and loss of property 60 50 

8, 483, 706 77 

Expended to September 30, 1884. 

Des Moines Rapids to Illinois River $30,914 73 

Illinois River to Ohio River 87,882 14 

Protecrion of easterly bank of Mississippi River near Cairo 5, 511 51 

New Madrid Reach 210,358 39 

Plum Point Reach 2,030,896 80 

Memphis Reach and Harbor 463,291 11 

Lake Providence Reach 1,918,668 46 

Vicksburg Harbor and Delta Point 147,754 44 

Survey of Helena Reach 8,000 00 

Survey of Saint Francis front, first district 4,873 11 

Survey of Saint Francis front, second district 4,000 00 

Survey of unleveed fronts, third district 999 49 

Survey of unleveed fronts, fourth district 902 12 

Survey of Cubitus Gap 137 14 

Survey of Choctaw Bend 2,679 86 

Observations at Carrollton 3,000 00 

Closing Bonnet Carr^ Crevasse 15,000 00 

LEYESS. 

Second dUtriot, 

Yasoo front 80,950 00 

Long Lake 15 55 

Third dietriot. 

Yazoo front 343,455 76 

Tensas Point 361,653 53 

Fourth dislriot, 

Atchafalaya front 126,908 40 

Tensasfifont 444,180 63 

Mouth of Red River 79,092 57 

Natchez and Yidalia harbors 5,579 12 

New Orleans harbor 102,390 74 

Balance September 30, 1884 2,004,605 19 

Estimated balance January 1, 1885 522,620 23 

Respectfully submitted. 

J. H. WILLARD, 
Captain of Engineered 
Secretary Committee on Coneiruetion^ Miaaieaippi Eiver ComnUaaion, 
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AppEimix A. 

aknual report of the secretary of the commission upon the. field work 

of surveys and examinations. 

Office Mississippi River Commission, 
2828 Washington Avenue, Saint Louis, Mo., October 20, 1884. 

General : I have the honor to sabmit the following report of the work of sarveys 
•od examinations daring the fiscal year ending Jnne 30, 1884. 

The survey boats and lannches with their mess and field oatfits have been kept in 
working order by the necessary current repairs. This remark applies to the lustru- 
meots as well. No additions to either class of property have been made during the 
year except a stem-wheel steamer described below. No changes have been made in 
the organization or methods pertaining to tbe classes of work previously executed. 

Gauge inspection. — This work has been given greater prominence during the year, 
than it has had heretofore. A discussion of the hydrographs as well as the results of 
the few and irregular inspection previously made, had some time since developed the 
fact that the gauge records were far from reliable. The lack of correct river heights 
in previous years has in many cases Hubstituted prolonged discussions for what would 
otherwise have been ascertained facts, and has in so far operated against the speedy 
elaborations of a definite plan of improvement. The principal source of error was 
found in the destruction of the gauges either by drift or ice, by the landing of boats, 
or by tbe scour or caving of banks. 

At such times the keeper was obliged to use a temporary stick and by adding or sub- 
tracting the daily change, keep as well as he could a record of the stage of water, a 
jnrocess admirably suited to the introduction of large errors especially of the oumn- 
lative kind. To insure correct records the first step was to keep the gauges in posi- 
tion. To do this required that a party should visit each station frt*quently, carrying 
with it all necessary appliances for replacing and repairing gauges and bulletins. 

Various plans which suggested themselves were tried without success, and a solution 
was finally found in the purchase and equipment of a small stern- wheel boat on which 
an inspector is constantly passing up and down the river inspecting the gauges, and 
by the assistance of the crew of the boat making all the necessary repairs. The party 
has also been able at a very slight cost to do a great deal of work formerly done by 
parties especially organized at considerable expense. ' She has also saved a consider* 
able expenditure formerly necessary for transportation of supplies to field parties, and 
for towing their boats from point to point. The boat is named the Patrol: is 110 feet 
long by 23 feet beam ; has engines 12 inches in diameter, 5 feet stroke, and costs with 
a siofrle crew about $1,200 per mouth. 

She left Pittsburgh, where she was built, in the latter part of July, 1883. She com- 
pleted her furnishing and equipment at Saint Louis, and left fur her first inspection 
trip early in August. 

Her work for the eleven months ending June 30, 1884, is as follows: 

Number of miles run 13,158 

Nnm her of piece miles towing 3,412 

Number of ton miles of freighting 20,000 

Number of gauge inspections made 103 

Average interval (in days) between consecutive inspections at any gauge ... 58( 

Special surveys were made at Bonnet Carr6 November 5 to 10, 18^3 ; 21 cross-seo- 
tions sounded at Morganza November 14 to 23; 41 cross sections sounded at Water- 
proof Cnt-oif May 24 to 26; shore-lines run, water-levels determined, four cross-sections 
sounded, and discbarge measured in cut-off and old river. 

Low- water slope was determined October 11 to 31, 1883, from Saint Louis to New 
Orleans at 294 points. 

High- water observations were made February 28 to March 27 from Memphis to New 
Orleans, during which time there were examined on the Yazoo Front, 116 crevasses ; 
on the Tensas Front, 48 crevasses ; on the Atchafalaya Front, 6 crevasses. 
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The reanlts of tbene and previoas measurements of the same character appear as an 
appendix to this report. 

The following high- water discharges were measured : Saint Francis River, at West- 
brook; Yazoo River, ahove Chickasaw Bayou; Bayou La Fourche and Mississippi 
River, at CaiToUton, Red River, and Hays' Landings. 

Stakes for measurement of caving hanks were set in fifty-two caving bends. 

Examinations of threatened cut-ofis were made at Caulk's Point, Jarpley Planta- 
tion, and Georgetown Bend. 

The total cost of the boat for eleven months, not including the salary of the inspec- 
tor, was $17,089.^^0. Of this, $4,000 may fairly be assigned as the earnings of the 
boat in transportation and towing. The cost of high and low-water observations 
have been in previous years $5,000. The balance; about $r!,000, is the pro-rata cost of 
the gauge inspections and special surveys. 

In the prosecution of the regular surveys, the only field work done during the year haa 
been the continuation of topography and hydrography from Cairo to New Madrid^ 
ftt>m Camthersville to Memphis, and from Commerce to Saint Louib Landing, a total 
distance of *!lHi miles. 

The details are as follow^s: 



Iteniii. 



Number of niile« of river 

Nnmber of square miles of topography . 
Number of square miles of hydrography 

Total arMi surveyed (square miles) 

Total fli'Id cost 

Cost per mile of river 

Cost per square mile of survey 



92 

227 

64 

291 

$13, 301 86 

144 59 

45 71 



sond psrty.t 


Third party. 1 


101 


55 


274 


136 


80 , 


38 


3.'^ 


174 


$12,558 97 


$9,367 44 


124 34 1 


170 31 


35 47 1 


53 84 



For the three 
parties. 



81» 



$48 01 



'Assifltaot J. A. Orkerson. Randolph Point to FrsQcis Chnte, and Commerce to Saint Louis Landing, 
t Assistant L. L. Wbeelt^r. Camthersville tx> Kandolph Point. 
X Assistant C. M. Winohell. Cairo to New Msdrid. 

The work done in the previous years was l,i:V5 square miles, at $57 per square mile. 
The assistant engineers have continued to merit the favorable mention heretofore 
made of them. A reduction was reluctantly made near the close of the fiscal year id 
consequence of lack of fnnds. The work of the office having so increased as to make 
it impossible for me to supervise it in detail, the organization was recast, with threo 
divisions, known as the topographical, computing, and clerical divisions, which were 
placed in charge of Assistant Engineers J. A. Ockersou and L. L. Wheeler and Chief 
Clerk A. E. Symmes, respectively. These gentlemen have conducted the work of 
their divisions to my entire satisfaction, and their efforts have been of great assist- 
ance to me. 

The process of printing letters and figures on the manuscript maps mentioned in 
last rc*port has been in constant use during the year, and has now established itself 
as a standard method. 

It is therefore deemed proper to give in some detail a description of the appliancea 
and the method of their U8e. This is furnished in the following extract from the re- 
port of the chief of the topographical division: 



" STAMP FOR LETTERS AND FIGURES. 

''This consists essentially of a piston carrying a type-holder in which words may 
be set np from common type, and a supporting fram«'. The piston is carefully fitted 
so as to move smooihly in a plane at right angles to the basi^ of tln^ frame. A spiral 
spring in the piston raises it from the paper after the inipresHion has beeu made. The 
base of the frame is made so that the sides are parallfl and at right angles with the 
line of the type wh(Mi in the holder. By means of a ruler or X square the letters may 
be made always vertical and the different words in parallel lines. Wonls in curved 
lines may be made by using single letters, or by means of an elastic frame in the type- 
holder, which could be curved by an opposing screw. 

** Words can be printed in any desired position by inspection or by pasting paper 
on the bottom and cutting out the same on a line along the type and marking in 
pencil the position of the word. The styles of lettering are only limited by the va 
rioty of type nsed. In the preparation of ordinary topographical maps it is desirable 
to have ten small fonts of letters, and figures for each, except those for State namee 
and titles. 

"When the same word occurs frequently, sis in the cases of kinds of timber, rhar- 
aoter of river bed, nuuibers of contours, &c,j the printing is done very rapidly. Even 
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where it is necefieary to set op and distribnte the type for single wor«^8 it is much 
more rapid than band work. 

'* In printing soundings, three disks are used. They are made with slots for the 
ten digits, and the figures fitting in snugly are beld in place by friction. They can 
readily be replaced by new type when they become worn. It is evident that by the 
use of three disks any combination of figures from to 999 can be made by revolving 
the disks so as to form the required number. After the desired combination is made, 
the figures ai*e inked, and the disks all turned together down to an index, which shows 
when they are in proper position to print evenly. After inking they are then pressed 
against the paper at the point where the figures are desired. 

"The best quality of printer's ink is used, and it is applied with a small roller made 
from the common roller composition." 

Mr. Ockerson has continued his inquiries and experiments in this field, directing 
them to the development of means and methods for printing the conventional signs. 
The success thus far attained is set forth in the following extract from his report: 

" HAND PRESS FOR PRINTING CONVENTIONAL SIGNS ON MANUSCRIPT MAPS. 

" The first thing necessary in resorting to mechanical means for printing conven- 
tional signs is to obtain accurate types or molds from which stamps can be cast. 
Several efforts were made to engrave the si^ns in wood, but the results were never 
satisfactory. Experiments were then made in photoelectrotyping from small draw- 
ing, and after a number of trials a good electrotype was finally produced. Careful 
drawings were then made on sheets 6 by 14 inches in size, and accurate electrotypes 
obtained. These are the standards, and are never used except for the purpose of pro- 
ducing working stamps, which can be multiplied without limit. 

** The drawings were prepared especially for maps which are to be reduced from scale 
of 1:10,000 to 1:20,000 by means of photolithography, aud published by combining 
several detail sheets. 

*' The signs themselves are entirely satisfactory, and it remains to solve the minor 
details of manipulation.'' 

With this in successful operation the only hand work on the maps will be the pro- 
jections and outlines ; a state of afiairs in which the word *' manuscript" will be almost 
a misnomer. 

For details of expenditures I beg to refer the committee to the itemized statement 
submitted to the Commission. 

SMITH S. LEACH, 
First Lieutenant of Engineer a, Secretary, 

General C. B. Com^tock, 

Freaideut MisHattippi Commiasiony 

Chairtnan CoMMtUee on Surveya and Examinationa. 
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BE PORTS ON HIGH- WATER OBSERVATIONS. 

1. — Yazoo front for flood op 1882. 

(By J. B. Johnson, United States Assistant Engineer.) 

Office Mississippi River Commission, 

Saint Louis f Mo.f April 27, 1882. 

Sir: I have the honor to report upon my high-water observations on the Yazoo 
front, ma<Ie March 13 to 19, 18ti2. I very much regret that circumstances have forced 
me to present the results of uiy observations before I have hud the time to make a 
study of various data bearing directly on the facts of this report. I submit, there- 
fore, uiy detenu in aiiou of the discharge of flood water into the Ymzoo bottoms, with 
the nietho<ls by which they were obtained, and can bai-ely hint at some of the lines of 
research which should be pursued iu this connection, and some of the very important 
results which should come from such investigations. I have had but two weeks' time 
to give to this entire report since returning to the office, which has proved entirely in- 
ader}nate to the demands of the case. 

I left Saint Louis March 10, on board the U. S. S. Emma Etherid^e, arriving at 
Memphis Sunday, March 12. There I received your written instructious, sent trom 
Louisville. They were of the most general character, simply asking me to tind as 
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^Kseorately and rapidly as possible the amount of water escaping through the levee 
«nd otherwise into the Yazoo bottoms, from Memphis to Vicksbnrg. Since the river 
had fallen nearly a foot, and was falling from one to two-tenths of a foot a day, it was 
evidently essential to prosecute the work with the utmost dispatch consistent with a 
fair approximation to correct results. I was not expected to stop at any one outlet in 
order to make a series of experiments bearing on the law of flow of water through 
orevasties. 

I left Memphis March 13, and stopped that night at Norfolk Landing, at the outlet 
of Horn Lake. Here the business commenced. It is called 400 miles from Memphis 
to Vicksburg. This stretch was examined in six days. I was three days, however, 
in going from Norfolk Landing to Helena, a distance of about 60 miles, with 106 out- 
lets. 

From here to Mound Place, a distance of 150 miles, 41 outlets were examined in 1| 
days. From Mound Place to Vicksburg, 160 miles, there were no outlets on the Mis- 
aissippi bank. I therefore estimated or measured the discharge through 147 outlets, 
reaching over a distauee of 210 miles, in A^ days, being an average of 33 outlets ana 
47 miles of river per day. 

From Commerce to Glendale, 45 miles; Friar's Point to foot of Island 64, 20 miles; 
th>m Kiverton to Clark's Landing, Lake Beulah, 10 miles, and Catfish Point to Eutaw, 
13 miles, I followed the line of the levee continuously in a skiff, seldom getting out ox 
sight of it. This gives a total of 8H miles by river, but it was probably not more than 
75 miles by levee. This work was very laborious, since it was mostly through the 
woods, where the difficulties of propelling a skiff were very great. The levee on these 
stretches was often many miles from the river, and the breaks were so numerous, and 
flow over the levee so great, that it was fo md necessary to follow it rigidly in order 
that no outlets should be lost. For the rest of the distance the outlets consisted of 
large breaks in the levee whose locations were well known to people who could be 
seen at the landings, and they were generally close to the channel of the river, so 
that I came to each locality by steamer, and then took a skiff and went out to the 
break. 

My assistance consisted of the mate of the Etheridge, who did all the sounding, 
and the boatmen engaged on the steamer. 

I. — General description of overfloio into Yazoo Swampa, 

The outlets for flood- water into the Yazoo bottoms are of three kinds: 

First. Over the naturtil surface of the banks, where the levee has caved off into the 
river. 

8f»cond. Over the top of the levee. 

Third. Through breaks in the levee. 

It is a very notioeahfe fact that there are no outlets into the Yazoo helow the natural avr- 
/ace of the hank. In tnis respect this bottom differs from the Saint Francis, as well as 
the Red and Atchafalaya river bottoms. There are many bayous leading from the 
Mississippi into the Saint Francis from 6 to 12 feet bf^low thet()p of the bank, so that 
a stage of water 5 feet below the surface of the bank furnishes a very perceptible 
anpply of water to the Saint Francis swamps. This is not the case with the Yazoo. 
The flood-waters enter this bottom over tbe bank in but two places, at and above Star 
Landing (De Soto Front post-office) for a distance of 9,300 feet, and opposite Island 
64 for a distance of 3,300 feet. In both places tbe levee has caved oft' into the river. 

•lust above Sunflower Landing (Island 66) the old levee on river bank is gone for 2 
miles. The levee from below, however, turns here and runs back some 8 miles to the 
Friar's Point county road, which is raised a fow feet above the natural surface of the 
eronnd. As the river rises over its bunks, which here are 5 or 6 feet below top of this 
flood, the water enters this open country, but after the levees broke above, there 
beini^ a natural drainage towards the river at this point, the water flowed back to 
the river through this two-mile break. The water that entered here probably never 
reached tbe Yazoo, but was cutoff by the Friar's Point road and Sunflower levee above 
menti(med. 

At the height of the flood the water discharged over the top of the levee in almost 
one continuous sheet from a point 3 miles below Commt^rce to the railroad embank- 
ment back of Glendnle, then at frequent intervals as far as Inland 64. From Sun- 
flower to the lower line of Issaquena County, Mississippi, 30 miles above Vicksburg, 
the levee was intact previous to this flood. This levee is under direct control of the 
levee board of Bolivar, Washington, and Issaquena counties. As the water neared 
the top of it the levee was niised from 1 t<o 3 feet on almost the entfre distance, as far 
at least as Mound Place (LOO miles by river), but tbe river raised over it in many 
places for miles together, especially in the vicinity of the mouths of White and Ar- 
kansas rivers and around Cattish Point. This would often cause large breaks in the 
levee, which would furnish sufficient relief to lower the wa er below the remaining 
levee surface. 
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Wherever the levee washnilt of ** ImckMhot'' or " bagasse " noil, however, the wear 
was very slow, and iu many places the water had been running over four or five 
weekH without. weATiDgdown the top of the levee more than I foot. 

The water coniuienced niuBing over the levee in vicinity of month of Saint Francis 
and above February 12, and on March 14-16, the river having fallen 6 to 14 inches, 
the water wae found rnnning over 17,300 feet of levee from Commerce to Glendale, 
aside from 29,500 feet of crevasses where the levee was partly or wholly gone. At 
and below Austin the river had fallen 12 to 14 inches, but the water had overflowed 
almost the entire levee at top of flood. 

On March 17-19 the water was not found running over the levee at any point 
below Glendale, although all the breaks below there were caused by water running 
over the top, and it doubtless did run over in many places for a short time where no 
breaks oconrn^d. 

The roost of the water, however, which entered the Yazoo bottomA escaped through 
hreaks in the levee. From the tabulated discharge it appears that at least 90 per 
eent. of all the water escaping from the Mississippi into the Yazoo bottoms went out 
through these crevasses and 80 per cent, escaped through twenty breaks, that being 
the number of discharges of 10,000 cubic feet per second and upwards. One hun- 
dred and eleven discharged through crevasses were s*'en and measured or estimated 
on the line of the levee from Horn Lakw to Mound Place. Twenty-eight occur below 
Sunflower, in the ** Lower District," where the levee has been well kept np. The 
** Upper District," extending from the blnffs below Memphis to Sunflower, has been 
abandoned sincn the flood of 1874, and. thongh having very few breaks in it, it had 
been worn down in many places, and in the three places mentioned above the levee 
had C4ivfd into the river. 

There were two localities on the Yazoo front where the flood waters, having escaped 
over or through the levees above, were forced bsck to the river again below. One is 
at McKiuney Bayou, 2 utiles above Austin, and the other is just above Suuflower. 
The former is caused by nn intervening ridge, but the latter is only the natural drain- 
age across a point where the levee is caved off below. 

The levees broke at Mhoon*s Landing, 7 miles alK)ve the mouth of MeKinney Bayou, 
Febmary 12. This water was so obstructt^d by high laud between here and Cold- 
water Creek that in four days (February 16) it comuienced running over the top 
of the levee back iuto the river 3 miles below Mhoon's, and for almost the entire dis- 
tance to the month of McKiuney Bayou, which was four miles. On February 18 the 
levee across the mouth of the bayou (which had a culvert in it for drainage of swamp 
water back to river) broke, and on March 15 the bayou proper was discharging 10,300 
cubic feet {ler second. The highest water occurred here March 5, and on March 15 it 
bad fallen 14 inches. At this date I found I4i>,000 cubi'*. feet per second passing out 
of the river at and al>ove Mhoon's Landing, and only 84,000 cubic feet coming back to 
the river at and above McKiuney Bayou. The balance, some 62,000 cubic feet, passed 
back into Cold water and ou to the Yazoo. From Maj. G. M. Helm, chief engineer 
of the levee board for the Lower Mississippi diHtrirt, I have learned that on April 
21, which was the height of the flood iu that locality, there wereeiuhty breaks in the 
levee from the lower line of Issaquena County up to Cottonwood, 10 miles above, 
eanaed by the Yuzoo overflow pouring out, back to the river again, over the top of the 
levee. Cottonwood is 48 miles above Vicksburg by river. The maximum width of 
these breaks is 6,880 feet. 

II. — Methods emploptfd. 

In regard to the methods employed to obtain these discharges, I wish to say in ad- 
vance that they were ouly intended to l>e approximate. The rapidity with which it 
seemed neeessaVy to do the work would not admit of any elaborate study or series of 
observations at any one locality. 

I shall try to describe i he methods employed in sufficient detail to enable one to 
enter a fairjudgment of the reliability of the results. This, I am aware, is the more 
necessary since the magnitude of the overflow seems without reliable precedent. 

In the'flrst place, I may say that where the outlet was small, either over the levee 
or through a siuall break', both the width and velocity were generally estimated ; but 
where the discharge seemed large, the cross-section and surface velocity were obtained. 

The discharge over the bank was found by estimating the width of outlet (which 
was afterwards checked np by the charts or maps in the office), soundiug the depth 
at intervals aud running a surface float. But since, as stated above, 90 per cent, of 
the entire output int^> the Yazoo was through twenty crevasses, each of which dis- 
charged more than 10,000 cubic feet per second, it becomes evident that if the large 
outlets were carefully studied the smaller oues might well be hastily inspected without 
introducing any large errors in the result. 

It was very important, however, that all outlets, whether large or small, should be 
seen by the engineer himself, if for nothing else, that he might know that the discharge 
was of little consequence. There Are many ways of arriving at the approximate dis. 
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charge of a crevassey simply by looking at it. If the observer approaches the crev- 
asse in a Hkiff, from either side of the levee, he can form a very good idea of the dis- 
charge from the current setting toward or from it. The^e breaks are almost always 
in the woods, or, at least, there are trees on one or both sides of it, and a person famil- 
iar with forests can tell something of the depth of the water by looking at the trees 
and bushes standing in it. If, however, the observer is in a skiff, he soniids for the 
depth of water with his oar, and if this is not long enough he has his leadsman cast 
his lead. Learning thus the only fact which is not directly visible, he estimates the 
width of the crevasse (or the length of an arc of a circle around in front of the crevasse 
on the line of his soundings), and he also estimates the velocity in feet per second, by 
throwing in chips and ticking seconds in his mind and estimating the distance trav- 
eled. In this way he can readily arrive at an approzintatiou to the discharge and 
know whether it is worth his while to ^top with such an estimate or to employ more 
elaborate means to determine the discharge. I shall refer to these more accorate 
methods again. 

I wish here to emphasize the reliability to a tolerable approximation of these 
methods of estimating. 

The estimate is usually made on a section ontside or inside of the line of the levee. 
A few soundings are made on this section, as the skiff Aoves along in front of tlio 
crevasse or overflow, and the depth of the section determined. If the discharge is 
small the skiif will probably not be stopped. A fair approximation to the velocity 
of the water can be made by seeing how rapidly it passes the trees on the line of our 
section. After having made a great many accurate measurements of surface velocity, 
by means of a float, one can closely estimate the velocity by seeing it pass any obstrnc- 
tion. Knowing then the depth and velocity on our sectiou, we know the discharge 
in cubic feet per second per linear foot. 

K the water were 8 feet deep on the auxiliary section and has a velocity of 1 foot 

r)r second towards the levee and only the top of the levee seems to be washed off, 
would call the depth on levee 3 feet an<l velocity 4 feet ; if all the levee seems to be 
washed ont I could say depth =4 feet and velocity =2 feet; in both of which casea 
the discharge is 8 cubic feet per second per linear foot. 

This coefficient of reduction from surface velocity to mean velocity will be consid* 
ered later. > 

This method of estimating will account for so many even numbers in depth and 
Telocity columns in the table of discharges. The width of discharge is theu esti- 
mated (width taken as the length of our auxiliary section) aud the observation ia 
complete. This, as I have said before, is for small discharges. 

It may well be said that such methods would involve very large personal equations 
— that two persons might arrive at very different results^ This, of course, mast be 

granted, but, in justice to myself, I should speak of my long experience in pacing 
istancps as a r(»dman on precise level work, aud later as an observer in the same 
kind of work where th*^ distance is always paced and then determined by the wire 
int^erval on the rod. The observer's miuil is constantly engaged in estimating dis- 
tances, all of which estimates are at once checked up by the rod readings. One 
learns in this way to estimat>e distances of 100 to 300 feet very closely. Our distances 
in leveling are always given in meters, and so I find I can estimate a distance in 
meters much better than when I try to think in feet. When the width of a crevasse 
was measured by stadia, in this work, it was always obtained in meters too, so that 
the prevalence of such distances as ;i30 or 660 feet in the table is explained by their 
having been estimated as 100 or 200 meters. 

I think I may say, too, that frcim my childhood I have been accustomed to hear a 
pendulum clock tick seconds, and that I have only to imagine myself as keeping 
time with the old clock in order to mark seconds very closely. 

So much for the estimates which appear in this report. Such means of determin- 
ing discharge were not used for more than 20 per cent, of the whole amount of over- 
flow into the Yazoo. I may say, however, that the width of a crevasse, or the length 
of the section across which discharge was taken, which was usually greiirter than the 
width of the crevasse, was often estimated when the sectiou was carefully sounded, 
and when the surface velocity was obtained by float. This was done because to get 
the width by stadia the skiff would have to p^iss from one side of the crev^v^se to the 
other three times in order to set the observer on one side, the stadia man ou the other, 
go back for the observer, and then pass on along down the levee. This passing of the 
skiff was oiten dangerous unless it took a wide circuit around to avoid the rapid cur- 
rent, and then the time rcqnired was too great. The width was most difficult to 
measure, therefore, and most readily estimated, aud hence it was often estimated 
when all other data was measured. 

I think the error of estimates ou such distances would not exceed 10 or 15 percent. 
When, however, the discharge per linear foot was seen to be great, as for a deep sec* 
ticm with rapid current, the width was measured by stadia, if possible, and it nearly 
lilways was. 
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The sonndings were made by the mate of the Etheridge, an experienced leadsman, 
with a 12-ponnd lead. 

The velocity, when measured, was fonnd by means of a regnlar ship's log, present- 
ing 18 square inches of surface to the current, the line being a smajf sea-grass fish- 
line, running on a fishing-reel, with the least possible amount of friction. The line 
was tagged with different colors every 10 feet, and the reel was provided with a catch 
which could be thrown and the run of float stopped instantly. In using it my leads- 
man held the watch and called every five seconds — as '* Tick — five— ten — fifteen," &c. 
I noted what part of the line was running off the reel at the initial *' tick«'' and would 
then throw the catch at some even five seconds. 

The line was about 1^ feet long, and from 80 to 100 feet was usually allowed to 
run ont. If 80 feet had run out in twenty seconds, the velocity w^s recorded as 4 feet 
per second. This velocity was obtained, of course, across the line of the section 
sounded. 

There are but four estimates in the tabulated list of discharges that were not made 
upon personal inspection and observation. They are — 

OUTLETS. 

Cubic feet 

Horn Lake discharge 1,000 

Thompson Place discharge 12,000 

Lake Beulah discharge 14,700 

Total discharge 27,700 

RETURN FLOW. 

Above Sunflower 37,000 

Making a net reflow back to the river of 10,000 cubic feet per second, based on facts 
not obtained by direct personal observation. 

I tried to reach the Horn Lake break on the evening of the 13th of March, by row- 
ing up the Horn Lake pass, but the current out was so strong that I succeeded in 
foing only about 2 or 3 miles. The data obtaiued are thought to be tolerably reliable, 
'his break had flooded the entire country back of Norfolk Landing, clear up to the 
levee on the river front. The discharge given (1,000 cubic feet) is therefore rather 
too small than too large. 

The breaks on the Thompson Place were not visited because I knew I could get veiy 
reliable information from Captain Stancell, levee contractor, and because it would 
have delayed the work a half day. I saw a break some two miles above and another 
some three miles below, and so could form some satisfactory estimate of the velocity 
the water would have, for the fall through the levee would be about the same. 

For the breaks on Lake Beulah that wei*e not visited, I have this excuse. The 
steamer had sone from Riverton around to Clark's Landing in Lake Beulah, and I 
started to follow the levee in a skiff. After passing Judge Miles's the difficulties of 
getting a boat through became so great that I found I could not possibly follow the 
levee all the way to Clark's before dark. The levee also was very low — about four 
feet — and for the two or three breaks found in it the current was only three feet per 
second. At Clark's I learned that Walter Helm, assistant engineer to Levee Board, 
had just made a personal inspection of all that line of levee, and I could learn the 
£act« from him at Greenville, which I did. 

For the return flow of water to river above Sunflower, my data is more unsatisfac- 
tory than for any other portion of the discharge. I had been told, before starting out. 
that the levee above Sunflower ran eight miles back from the river and then straight 
to Friar's Point. At Friar's Point I learned this was a mistake, and that the levee 
came to the river again in the next bend below. I followed the levee continuously 
from Friar's Point to Island 64 and found that my first information was wholly erro- 
neons. At a point nearly opposite Saint Louis Landing I found a small break in the 
levee where the water was running back to the river. This was some five miles above 
Sunflower. They told here that the levee was complete to Sunflower. I therefore 
took steamer to Sunflower, and was there told again the same story. They must have 
meant the levee running straight back from Sunflower to the Friar's Point road, which 
was intact. I therefore passed on down. On arriving at the ofBce and consulting the 
field sheete of last winter's survey, I find that the old levee that follows the riverlrom 
Friar's Point down has caved off in the river for two miles above Sunflower, and As- 
sistant Engineer J. A. Ockcrson says that in the high water of 1881 water was run- 
ning ont of this opening into the river. He also furnished me with the elevation of a 
high-water mark of 1881 at this point, and the general elevation of the bank referred 

/ 
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to same datnin. Knowing the excess of flood of 1882 over that of 1881, 1 derived the 
average depth of water over thiB eection for this flood. From the field sheets it is 
•videut there is a uataral drainage back to liver here from the bend above, and from 
the observed velocity through the break five wiles above, I thonght there might be 
an average surface velocity of one foot per second back into the nver for this entire 
section of two miles width. This gives a return flow at this point of 37,150 cnbic feet 
X>er second. 

lIL^Results. 

In appendix to this report will be fonnd a tabulated list of all discharges, whether 
ont of, or into the Mississippi River, on the Yaz:)0 Front, from Memphis to a point some 
48mil*'sabove Vicksburg, where the Yazoo coil' mences discharging, even over the levees, 
back into the Mississippi. No data were obtained on this discharge at the mouth of 
the Yazoo. This table furnishes — 

(1) The approximate location of the outlet. 

(2) The kind of outlet; whether over bank or levee, or by crevasse in levee. 

(3) Date of first discharge, or date of break in case of crevasse. 

(4) Date of obMcrvation. 

(5) Stage of water below the maximum at time of observation. 

(6) Width of outlet. 

(7) Mean depth of outlet. 

(8) Surface velocity of water. 

(9) Discharge in cubic feet per second. 

(10) The partial Hummatiou of discharge for the several sections of the river. 

(11) The continued summation of the net discharge from the Mississippi River into 
the Yazoo Swamp. I 

The date of the break was obtained in nearly all cases ft'om people in the vicinity, 
and when this could not be dune, it was taken as the date of the water commencing 
to run over the top of the levee. 

A column giving '^ cause of break'' would have been added, except that in all cases 
but two the breaks were caused by the water running over the top. In one of these 
cases the levee was supposed to have been cut, and in the other, which was the upper 
break at Bolivar, there was an escaping of water at the bottom for several da>'s, and 
then the levee gave way all at once, bottom first apparently. This could have been 

Srevented by building a '* nm-around," but the forces were all exhausted, having for 
ays and almost weeks been working night and day in raising the tops of 'the leveea. 
The methods of finding width, depth, and velocity have already been discussed. 
The coefficient of reduction from surface to mean velocity has, however, not yet been 
toeated. And this is, I think, the most uncertain element in the whole problem. I 
have used 70 per cent, as the ratio of mean to surface velrxsity. I can give no better 
reason for using this ratio than the general fact that this is about the smallest ratio 
on record for this relation in natural channels, and my judgment is that this is abonC 
right for crevasses. The whole question of the flow of water through a channel of 
rapidly diminishing depth, which is about the same as that over a submerged weir, 
seems as yet almost wholly unsolved. Where the flow through a crevasse is over the 
natural surface of the ground, with no excavation or'* wash" on the line of the levee, 
as was the case at Trotter's Landing, the relation of surface to mean velocity would be 
that of ordinary flowing streams, perhaps, but where there is a deep gorge washed ont 
flrom the river bank, as at Riverton, or on Sunflower Lake, below Austin, which may 
be 30 or 40 feet deep in the line of the levee and between it and the river, bnt rapidly 
shoals up after it passes the line of the levee where the water can spread in all direc- 
tions — in such a case, there can be no doubt that the ratio of mean to surface is much 
less than where the depth continues indefinitely. In the case of a deep hole excava- 
ted in the line of the levee, also, the ratio of mean to surface is very different from 
that of ordinary streams. In this case, however, I usually tried to get a section out- 
side of the ** wash." Where I could not do this, as was the case at Austin and at Bol- 
ivar, 1 would decide whether or not the entire section should be considered available 
for discharge. In two cases at Austin I thought that about one-third of each cross- 
section should be deducted for the effect of the eddies near each side, but in no case 
have I deducted anything for depth. The I'eason for not doing so was that in all 
cases where these holes existed, their effects were at once evident from the sudden 
checking of the velocity, and the vigorous boillug of the water as soon as the deep 
section was reached. The rapid exchange of position vertically, of the particles of 
water, caused by these immense boils, would, of itself, tend to give a uniform velocity 
to the entire cross-section. This checking of the current was so marked that in some 
places it was evident that the surface velocity most be compensated by a more rapid 
velocity below. A very valuable observation, bearing on this sabjeot, waa obtained 
at the upper Bolivar break. 
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This break, as measured by stadia, was 1,150 feet wide. The upper half of it waa 
last back of a large hole which had been excavated by a previous break. On the 
lower half the levee had gradnalJy washed off, but witbout excayatisg any hole. The 
mean depth on the upper half was 39 feet, the maximum being 48 feet. The mean 
depth of lower half was 14 feet, depth being very uniform. The levee here was about 
a quarter of a mile from the river and back of au open grove of second growth cot- 
tonwoods. There was a fall of alK)nt 2 feet from the river bank to the line of the levee, 
and an apparently uniform slope through the levee. The depth of overflow outside 
the levee was very uniform, being from 12 to 14 feet. The water passed into this 
break from all directions with a uniform velocity, the discharge per linear foot evidentlj^ 
being nearly uniform Jor the entire trotn-section. 

The snrfact^ velocity in the deep section was found, by float, to be 2^ feet per sec- 
ond (being 75 feet in 30 seconds), while the surface velocity on the shoal section wa» 
6 feet per second (being 90 feet in 15 seconds). 

Applying our coefiicient of ^ to reduce surface to mean velocity, we obtain a dis- 
charge per linear foot of 68 cubic feet on the deep section and of 59 cubic feet oo the 
shoalsection. This is an extreme case, and we obtain a discharge in the deep section 
15 per cent, greater than in the shoal section, which is doubtless quite within the limita 
of error for each measurement. 

So far as my observation goes, therefore, I think little or no deduction should be 
made for the depth of the hole, provided a fair average surface Velocity could be ob- 
tained. The prevalence of this disturbed condition of the surface makes it difficult to 
obtain a surface velocity which will be near the average. For this reason it is best to 
try to get the section fur discharge where there is a more even flow. I am sure it is a 
grave error to assume that the rate of flow across one of these holes is the same aa 
though there were no excavation there. The most casual observation would correct 
such an impression. I do not think the existence of the enlarged section would mate- 
rially increase or diminish the flow of water across it, but I do think that when the 
surface velocity is taken across the enlarged section, the entire'cross-section should 
be used, except when there are well- defined eddies at the sides. 

As to what coefficient should be used to reduce to mean velocity, I know of no way 
of determining it except by obtaining vertical velocity curvcH for the various condi- 
tions. Even then the new local conditions found at every crevasse would so modify 
the problem as to make it inapplicable. 

When I started out I obtained permission to engage a number of observers to read 
a gauge outside and one inside the levee at the most important crevasses, and also to 
note the rates of widening of the crevasse from stakes on top of the levee that I would 
locate. I thought in this way to obtain data that could be used in deriving some 
fonnnla for computing the flow through the crevasse for the remainder of the flood. 
I was soon convinced, now ever, after taking the field, that no data obtained at one lo- 
eality oonld be applied at another, for it is the local conditions, far more than the slope 
through the crevasse, which determines the discharge. I therefore abandoned the 
scheme. The conditions here referred to are such as trees and bushes on one or 
both sides of the break, obstructions in the crevasse itself, such as fallen trees, and the 
Telocity of the water towards the crevasse as it approaches the opening. In the case 
of the fiolivar break, the one above Delta, and many others, the water came pouring 
down through the woods with a tremendous current, and entered the crevasse at 6 to 8 
feet per second. Here it was checked up to 2 or 3 feet per second if there was a deep 
irash-out, but if there was little enlargement of the section it passed right on ihrouffA 
with aboat the same velocity, and perhaps with very a little fall, through the levee. On 
the other hand, if the discharge was not sufficient to give the water a strong entering 
correut, or if the crevasse was on the river bank where the water had full and free ac- 
cess to supply the discharge without generating any great velocity, the fall through 
the levee might be 1 or 2 feet without creating a velocity of more tnau 3 or 4 feet otk 
^e line of the levee. Data obtained, therefore, from an elaborate study of one cre- 
Taase would probably give vioions results when applied to other localities* 

A good example of this is seen in Humphrey and Abbot, pp. 283--301. A formnla ob- 
tained from a study of the Bell crevasse was applied to the crevasses on the Yazoo 
front in 1858, and the computed discharge would have drained the river dry before reach • 
tng Yicksburg. By an elaborate investigation an efibrt was made to |iud what the 
diflchargo into the Yazoo should have been, and so a coefficient of correction was ob- 
tained to apply to the formnla when used for other localities, and this coefficient waa 
^. It was concluded therefore that the formula gave three times too large a d soharge^ 

If it is thought thatthecoefficient of .7 Is erroneous, any othercanbereadily applied by 
dividing the total discharge by .7 and multiplying by the new coefficient. I uan only 
give it aa being in my Judgmenti and the light of such data as I have, very nearly 
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From the labulated discharge in the appendix we may make the following — 

STTMMART FOR TAZOO BOTTOM. 

I. — J8 to locality. 

Cubic feet per second. 

Outflow above Mhoon's 1 146,000 

Return flow, Mhoon's to McKinney Bayou 64,000 

Net outflow to McKinney Bayou 82,000 

Outflow, McKinney Bayou to Austin 40,000 

Outflow, Austin to Glendale 168,000 

Outflow, Glendale to Island 64 177,000 

467,000 

Return flow at Sunflower 37,000 

Net outflow above Sunflower 430,000 

Outflow, Sunflower to Concordia 59,000 

Outflow, Riverton break 107,000 

Outflow, Lake Beulah 32,000 

Outflow Bolivar breaks 128,000 

Outflow, Cattish Point 6,000 

762,000 
Return fl3w on Catflsh Point 1,000 

Net outflow above Catflsh Point 761,000 

Outflow at Mound Place 21,000 

Total net overflow intoTazoo 782,000 

II. — As to Ume. 

Outflow, January 21, 1882 20,000 

Outflow, February 10, 1882 40,000 

From breaks occurring February 10 to 19, from Austin to Island 64, resulting 
^&om the first Helena rise, there was a net discharge February 20 of, say .. 320, 000 

360,000 
From flow back to river over levee and through McKinney Bayou break, 
which occurred February 18, there was a return flow February 20 of about. 40, 000 

Net overflow February 20 320,000 

From breaks occurring February 28 and March 1, with increased discharge 
of upper breaks, there was a net increase of above overflow by March 5 of, 
say 300,000 

Net discharge March 5 620,000 

From breaks occurring March 5, together witb increase of discharge of other 
breaks, there was a net overflow March 9 (being the maximum stage at 
Memphis, Mhoon's, and Helena) of, say 180,000 

Net discharge March 9 800,000 

From direct observations the net discharge March 14, 1882 780. 000 

From an inspection of the gauge curves I would think the discharge had dimin- 
ished to 100,000, or perhaps 50,000 cubic feet, by April 20, when the river had fallen 
7 feet at Helena and 5^ feet at Arkansas City, below its maximum. 

I do not think a very fair estimate could be made of the time of ceaMing to over- 
flow, for it wiM deiieud largely on the amount of sboaling back of the large breaks. 
It is well known that great quantities of sand are deposited over the natural bank 
back of these large discharges, which sometimes will raise the surface several feet, 
and so cause the discharge to cease that much sooner. 

The analysis of the overflow given above is accurate at to locality, but the estimates 
as to time cannot be relied on with any decree of certainty. The dates of breaks as 
given in the table of discharge are reliable, and with sufficient time and study one 
might derive a fair approximation to a curve ojf discharge into the Yazoo from, say, 
January 21 to AprU 21, which are about the limits of flood discharge. 
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The following table gives an analysis of the widths of the discharge sections : 



Kind of overflow. 



Width over bank 

'Width over levee 

Width through erevaescs 

Totals 

Totals in miles 



Oatlet. 



12,000 feet 
10,640 feet 
87,000 feet 



60,240 feet 



12. 5 miles. 



Betarn flow. 



10,600 feet 
8,040 fbet 
4,880 feet 



Total sabmerged. 



23,430 feet 



4. 4 miles. 



28, 100 feet 
24,680 feet 
41,880 feet 



88,670 feet 



16. 8 miles. 



4.4mile0. 
4.6milM. 
7.8miles. 



16. 8 miles. 



IV. — DisouBsUm of re9uU. 

The above is as thorough an analysis of the observed facts as I have had time to make. 
If proper maps were accessible it wonld be interesting and profitable to study the 
direction and course of the flood waters after passing the line of the levee. 

Another profitable line of research is the effect these outlet-s had on the stage of 
water, velocity of current, shoaling of bed, &o. 

Their effect on the stage is in many cases plainly apparent on the gauge curres, 
submitted with this report. 

GAUGB CURVES. 

I have plotted the curves of eight gauges on the Mississippi, one on the White, and 
one on the Arkansas Rivers, from November 2 to April 22, and of seven others on the 
Mississippi below Cairo, through the period of the flood. These are found on Plate I.*^ 

On Plate II will be found the gauge-curves of six points on the Mississippi, vie, 
Cairo, Memphis, Helena, mouth of White Elver, Lake Providence, and Vicksburg. 
Tlieee curves are made to coincide both as to time and elevation. For elevation 
tiiey are all referred to extreme low water at their several localities, and for time 
they have all been made to coincide with the Cairo curve, by moving the other curves 
bodily to the left as many days an it took the December wave to travel from Cairo 
to the given point. In this way the sharp and exceedingly symmetrical December rise 
has been used as an index by which to locate the corves on this plate. 

The curves in Plate I are plotted directly from their gauge readings, without any 
reference to low water or any common datum. They all seem to have retained the 
same zero except that at Mhoon's Landing, whi(^ was evidently moved about a 
foot between March 21 and 26. 

By comparing the Cairo and Helena curves on Plate II, one can see at what stage 
the water commences to escape into the Saint Francis swamps firom the Mississippi. 
It is at 36 feet on the Helena gauge and 29 feet on the Memphis gauge. This is shown 
by the divergence of the two curves at this point. The river at Helena ceases to rise 
as rapidly as at Cairo, comes to a maximum seven days after it would have done had 
the nver been within its banks, being January 10, instead of January 3, for a maxi- 
mam at Cairo on December 31. Then for a fail at Cairo of 2^ feet we have a fall at 
Helena of two-tenths of a foot before the next rise at Cairo forced it up again. 

Until the water commenced to escape into the Yazoo, January 21, the whole story of 
the relations of MisHissippi to Saint Francis is told or. at least, indicated by the re- 
lation of these two curves (Cairo and Helena). (See Plate II, Fig. 1, December 26* 
January 21.) 

In this connection, the December rise, from 24 to 34 feet, and back to 22 feett all 
from Noveniber 2 to December 16, is of great benefit. Here the river did not get 
above ita bank8, neither €lid it escape through any of ite outlets into the Saint Francis, 
and the curves are not only strictly similar, but at Cairo and Helena they are almost 
identical in position ; also at mouth of White River and at Vicksburg. These two 
latter, however, are some 2 feet higher throughout this entire period, owing to a risa 
of 8 feet in the White River and of 3 feet in the Arkansas. 

A very noticeable feature of the Memphis curve is, that for all its stages it is £»r 
below both the Cairo and Helena curves. At time of overflow this would be expected, 
as a result of the Saint Francis swamp overflow, but we see that a 21-foot stage at 
Cairo and Helena (being exactly the same elevation at the two points — see Plate II, 
Fi^. 1; corresponds to a 14 i-foot stage at Memphis. Also a 34 to 35 foot stage at 
Cauo and Helena (top of December rise) gives only a 26.2-foot stage at Memphia. 
The top of this wave was wholly within the banks, with no escape from outlets. 
For the maximum of January 1, where there was a small discharge through bayous 
into the Saint Francis, a stage of 40.6 at Cairo and 39.5 at Helena gave but 30.4 at 
Memphis. 

For the next maximum, January 31, with a large escape into the Saint Francis, a 
stage of 48.8 feet at Cairo, and 46.7 feet, ten days later, at Helena, gave but 35.3 feet 
at Memphis. 



H. Ex. 64 



* These plates have not been published. 
-4* 
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For the highest point of the flood, ftboat Febroary 28, a stage of 53 feet at Cairo, 
and of 47.2 £et at Helena, gave but 36.1 feet at Mempis. 
Using extreme low water, for a common datum, we have, therefore^: 



Stage of 
Cadrow 


StMeof 
Hetena. 


Mean of 

Cairo and 

Helena. 


(Li 


6.8 


6.85 


17.5 


17.4 


17.45 


21.0 


21.0 


21.0 


34.2 


84.8 


84.6 


40.6 


80.5 


40.05 


4&8 


46.7 


47.75 


sao 


47.2 


50.1 



Stage of 
Memphis. 



2.1 
1L75 
14.4 
2&2 
80.4 
85.3 
36.1 



Mean Cairo 
and Helena 
minus Mem- 
phis. 



4.25 
5.70 
6.6 
&8 
0.65 
12.45 
14.0 



Bemarks. 



No swamp discharge, September, 1881. 
Ko swamp discharge, Noyembw, 1881. 
"No swamp discharge. 

Do. 
Small swamp discharge. 
Large swamp discharge. 

Do. 



A oarve showing this relation is herewith presented. Plate II, Fig. 2. 

The common datum of extreme low water was for Memphis and Helena, December, 
1872, and that for Cairo was 1871. It is probable the Commerce Cut-off and other 
changes since these dates have changed the low- water slope so that the same extreme 
low-water stages at Cairo and Helena wonld give a stage 3 or 4 feet lower than that 
of 1872. To show this change of the regimen of the river at Memphis, relatively to 
Cairo and Helena, since the cut-off at Commerce in May, 1874, 1 have taken a seriea 
of maximum and minimum stages at these three points for 1873 and 1674 : 



Date. 



October, 1878... 
November, 1878 
January, 1874 . . 
January, 1878 . . 
Deoemoer, 1878 
March. 1874.... 
May,1874 



• 

1 


§ 


-3 4 


L 


'a SI'S 


f 


f 


n 


f 


III 


n 


00 


S4 


QD 


S4 


3'. 05 


4'. 05 


4'.0 


2*. 9 


I'.i 


18'. 8 


12'. 4 


IS'.l 


8'. 4 


4'. 7 


12'. 0. 


18'. 5 


13'. 2 


8'. 6 


4'. 6 


24'. (f 


28'. 


28'. 5 


18'. 2 


5'. 8 


84'. 48 


33'. 60 


84'. 


27'. 8 


6'.2 


45'. 


42'. 4 


48'. 7 


84'. 4 


9'. 3 


48'.87 


45'. 82 


47'. 1 


85^.0 


12'. 1 



Semarks. 



Ko swamp discharge. 

Da 

Da 

Da 

Da 
Large swamp discharge. 

Da 



These are plotted on same sheet, and give a curve below line of overflow, whereaa 
the stages taken in 1881 and 1882 seemed to give a straight line below the line of over- 
flow. The curves show, however, that for a given stage at Cairo and Helena the 
stage at Memphis has lowered abont 2 feet since 1874. It will be noticed that the 
two curves come together at a 47 to 48 foot stage at Cairo and Helena. This stage 

S'ves a general overaow of the Saint Francis bottoms, which acts as an equalizer on 
e slope from Cairo to Helena, and therefore the Commerce Cut-off does not affect it. 

By continuing the curve above the point of overflow, with the same bearing as it 
has below this point, we get the effect of the overflow into the Saint Francis in de- 
pressing the river surface at Memphis. 

According to this the river was 3.3 feet lower at Memphis than it wonld have been 
if no water had escaped into the Saint Francis. This, however, is for a mean stage 
at Cairo and Helena of 50 feet. If the water had been confined to the channel firom 
Cairo to Helena, the stage would have been much higher at each point, and each 
abont the same heigjht, and the stage at Memphis correspondingly increased. Thia 
dioold be studied in connection with other gauges between Cairo and Helena. I 
have not had time to pursue this subject farther. 

As to the sources of tlie flood, the curves plotted show that it must have been flrom 
the Ohio, White, and Arkansas, together with the Saint Francis and Tazoo. The 
stage at Saint Louis was very low until February 19, when it rose 16 feet in two 
days — ^a rise wholly unprecedented, I believe, for this locality. It went down imme- 
diately, however, and did not contribute much to the flood. The White and Arkansaa 
ifversroseat theBame time from an ti-foot stage to a 31 and 26 foot stage respectively , 
reaching their maximum discharge about February 26. These latter were the direct 
cause of the breaking of the levees in the vicinity of their months and below, for the 
second Helena rise did not reach that locality till about ten days later. Most aU the 
levees in this vicinity broke February 28 and March 1, whereas the second Helena 
rise did not arrive till March 5 to 8. 
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I have Bot ioyestiffated for the sonroes of the flood above Cairo on the Ohio. 

The effects of the larffe breaks on the Yasoo front are very marked on the gange 
earves, both above and oelow. The break at Riverton oocnrred March 1, and that at 
Bolivar Febroary 28 ; the former between the months of White and Arkansan, and the 
latter 36 miles farther down. The fall on the Arkansas City ganse, 30 miles below 
Bolivar, on March 1 was 1 foot, and the gange at the month of White River 0.4 foot, 
where each had been rising 0.2 per day. This was whoUy dne to the two Bolivar 
breaks. These breaks are almost exactly midway between these two ganges. The 
effect on the lower gauge was three times as mnch as that on the npper ganf^e. (See 
gauge carves, Plate I.) There were no other breaks on that day below White River 
except on Catfish Point, a series of small breaks, discharging only abont 10,000 onbio 
feet. The break at Monnd Place had occnrred Febmary 19, so it does not enter as a 
new canse on the 28th to March 1. The Bolivar breaks, therefore, seem to be alone 
responsible for these two sudden changes of stage, with the above result. The total 
Hall in five days, Febmary 28 to March 4, at Arkansas City was 1.6 feet, while at month 
of White River it was but 0.9 foot, and this with the Riverton break, 3 miles below 
White River, dischar^ng about 100,000 cubic feet, which broke March 1. 

The reason of this is probably, that at White River the Arkansas swamps were, at 
this stage, a part of the river reservoir, and a given outlet would not lower the river 
so much as it would at Arkansas City, where the channel limits were well defined. 

Another well marked case is in the Point Lookout, Lake Providence, and Vicks- 
burg carves, on March 21, where the sudden fall is the result of the Alsatia breaks 
on Uie Louisiana side at 4 a. m. of that day. I visited these breaks at 10 a. m. on the 
21st, and I estimated then that there was a mile of levee sone. This levee was built in 
the summer of 1881. the upper portion being abont 15 feet high, but on the night of 
the 20th the water nad gone over the whole of it, and would have washed the levee 
oat for many miles had not the breaks relieved it. At 10 a. m. the river had fallen 2^ 
feet at the levee, which was about a anarter of a mile or less from the river bank, 
and no obstructions intervening. Tne depth of water in front of the upper breaks 
was 14 feet. The velocity through these breaks, as the water approached the line of 
the levee, was about 10 feet per second. The fall through the levee was 7 feet. I 
eoald not make any very accurate observations, as it was dangerous to go near them 
in a skiff. I walked down the levee to the first one and got these estimates: 

The discharge, however, was about 100,000 cubic feet per second ; the fall at Point 
Lookout, 10 miles above, was 1.6 feet in one day ; at Lake Providence, 21 miles above, 
it was 1 foot in one day ; at Vicksburg, 40 miles below, the fall was 0.5 foot in on^ 
day; at all these points the river had oeen rising uniformly about 0.1 foot per day.. 
(See curves, Plate I.) 

It is unfortunate that none of these large breaks occnrred in the near vicinity of an 
observation party. As it is, no data has been obtained bearing directly on the check- 
ing of the current and corresponding shoaling up below a large outlet. The breaks 
at Riverton and Bolivar and those in Thompson Bend, below Alsatia, furnish tho 
finest opportunities for such investigations, above Vicksburg. 

The surveys made last winter could hardly be taken as the status just previous to- 
tiie brctfi^cs, for the long continued high water had doubtless materially changed th» 
river-bed at most all points, since the soundinp^s were taken. The results of the ob-- 
serration parties, however, should be studied in this connection. 

HEIGHT OF FLOOD FOR A CONFINED CHANNEL. 

From a carefiil study of the plotted gauge curves (Plates I and II), one can form 
Bonoe idea of tbe probable height of the flood if it haa been confined by lerees from 
Cairo down. It is seen fh>m Plate II, Fig. t, that the November-December rise, which 
came nearly to the top of the bank, pae»ed fh>m Cairo to Vicksburg, with slight ad- 
dition of volnme from White and Arkansas rivers, and a corresponding additional 
stage of 1 to 2 feet below these rivers. Using this wave as an argument, we may say 
that a higher wave, had it been equally confined and corresnondingly increased firom 
the White and Arkansas, as this flood was, it would have followed the same course. 

Assuming that a confined channel at Cairo would have raised the river there 3 feet, 
wfaleh is Humphreys and Abbot's estimate, we may use the stage of 55 feet as our 
initial wave and now follow its course down the river. When we consider that this 
flood was liurgely increased at maximum sta^e by the local rainfall below Cairo, we 
nuiy say that the nattiral drainage of the Saint Francis would have made at least as 
hi^b a stage at Helena as at Cairo. This would raise the water at Helena from a 47 to 
a 55 foot stage — an increase of 8 feet. 

From the curve ou Plate II, Fig. 2, showing relation of Memphis stage to Cairo and 
Helena, we would have a stage 12 feet less at Memphis or a 43-^t stage, which would 
be an increase over this flood of 7 faet. 

Prom the gauge curves for White and Arkansas rivers, Plate I, we see that a large 
Tolnme of wat<er was added to the Mississippi at the height of the flood. The No- 
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yember rise of 8 feet in the ArkansaSi Plate I, caused the November rise at mouth of 
White River to be 2 feet higher than at Helena. The ipreat rises of 17 and 24 feet in 
the Arkansas and White rivers respectively, at the top of the flood, would, I think, 
have raised the river there at least 3 feet. Allowing for a flattening out of the flood 
wave of 1 foot from Helena down to White River, we would have a 57-foot stage here, 
where there was but a 48-foot, au increase, therefore, of 9 feet. 

The Tazoo natural discharge would have again added to the flood at nearly its 
maximum, and therefore probably kept the stage up to 57 feet at that point, making 
an increase there of 7 feet. It will be seen the December rise was neany the same at 
White River and Vicksbnrg. At Lake Providence, the top of the December rise was 
3 feet below that at White River and Vicksburg. If we say it would have been four 
feet lower for the highest flood, it would have given a 53-foot stage, whereas the 
highest stage reached was 42 feet, an increase, therefore, of 11 feet. 

f^rom this line of argument, therefore, I conclude, that the probable increased height 
of this flood for the Yazoo Front for a river completely leveed below Cairo, would be 
something about as follows : Memphis, 7 feet ; Helena, 8 feet : mouth of Wiiite River, 
9 feet ; Arkansas City, 9 feet : Lake Providence, 11 feet ; YicKsburff, 7 feet. 

All this, it must be remembered, is for an assumed stage of 55 root at Cairo and a 
confined channel from there down. M^ impression is. however, that for a confined 
river at Cairo, the increased rise for this flood would nave been greater than 3 feet. 
It is of course very probable that these excessive stages would gradually be diminished 
as successive floods which ordinarily caused general overflow, were confined to the 
channel, thereby increasing, in the course of years, the discharging capacity of the 
river. 

It is also well known that if the river had been confined below Cairo the front part 
of the flood-wave would have been safely transported to the Gulf, instead of being im- 
pounded in the swamps, to be poured back into the channel at the highest stage. The 
discharge per second would in this case not have reached the proportions attained 
this year. But if the Yazoo and the Tensas bottoms should be leveed out and the 
Saint Francis left open for a long high stage at Cairo the effect would be the same as 
it was in this flood, and the volume of water escaping from the river channel per sec- 
ond into the Yazoo and Tensas bottoms should be added to what passed in the channel 
to find the amount the channel would have carried per second if no water had escaped, 
allowance being made for an increased velocity for a higher stage. 

The results obtained by the observation parties at Columbus, Helena, Lake Provi- 
dence, and Red River should furnish data which, when combined with the flood dia- 
charge which has passed by these stations, would enable one to reach this subject 
from another direction. 
The observation party will determine : 

(1) The area of cross-section at maximum stage ; (2) the mean velocity at maximum 
stage ; (3) the increment of mean velocity for each foot rise; (4) the rate of scour on 
section for each foot rise. 
Knowing the area and mean velocity, we, of course, have the discharge. Then, if — 

A=area of cross-section at maximum stage ; 

v=mean velocity at maximum stage ; 

Q=discharge in cubic feet per second at maximum stage ; 

A'=new area of cross-section for confined channel ; 

t/=mean velocity for confined channel ; 

Q'=:discharee for confined channel ; 

tr.=width of section for confined channel ; 

<=increment of mean velocity per foot rise ; 

r=:rate of scour on section per root rise in square feet ; 

A^=additional height for confined channel, 
we have— 

Q=At; Q'=AV r'=»+iAfc A'=A-|-Z^ifcw+Ar. 

Therefore. 

Q'=:Av'=(A-fwAH-rAA) (»+iAfc) =Av+iwAA-f wAA+AiAfc+iicAH-«rAik«. 

But A«=Q. Transposing the terms in A & and dividing by the coefficient of AJb*, 
we hav^— 

Ttom which we get — 



Al- ll,r I ^'~^r ^^ ^*'+r) + ^i \* l/ -p(» + r)+AA 



BEPOST OT THE MISSISSIPPI SIVEB COMMISSION. 53 

In which the only unknown quantities are Q' and A h. If the swamp discharge past 
the station, or rather the amount escaping from the riyer above the station, is approx- 
imately known, this is the Q' — Q ; and A h becomes known. 

The only data available now for snch a compatation of this flood are those obtained 
at Red River Landing, and here we have bat the field computations. Taking these, 
however, and applying this formula to the facte found there, we can at least indicate 
a method which, I think, may be found of some importance. 

To find the rate of scour on the section thero has been subtracted from the daily 
observed areas the area due to increased stage, and the remainder gave the daily scour. 
The continued summation of these quantities from December 16 to March 31 gave the 
total Boour firom the initial date, which was plotted in connection with the gauge read- 
ing on Plate IV, Fig. 3. The rate of scour seems to change with the stage, so the 
mean line is evidently a curve. Assuming, however, that the rate remains constant 
above 45 feet, and drawing a tangent to the curve at this upper portion (see red 
dotted line on sheet), we obtain the probable rate of scour for this stage of the river. 
Thie is 2,300 square feet per foot rise. The rate of increase of mean veloci^ was ob- 
tained in a similar manner, and was found to be 0.1015 foot per foot rise. The maxi- 
mum discharge was 1,600.000 cubic feet per second. I think that the entire discharge 
across the latitude of Red River was about 2,200,000 cubic feet. 

The area of cross-section at maximum discharge was 235,360 square feet ; the width 
waa 3,900 feet ; the stage was 48.32 feet ; the mean velocity was 6.78 feet per second. 
We have, then, for Red River Landing — 

Q= 1,600,000; Q'r= 2,200,000 ;' A= 235,360; v= 6.78 feet; w= 3,900 feet; 
h = 48.32 feet ; « = 0. 1 foot ; r =2,300 square feet. 

From which, according to the above formula — 

A &= 6.5 feet. 

This is for a confined channel, with the Atchafalaya closed, and the most uncertain 
element in the problem is whether or not the scour would have continued at the same 
rate for this increase of stage. If the rate of scour should increase with a higher 
stage, the increase of flood height here would be less than 8.5 feet. If the rate 
should continue as it is here used, the total increase of scour for this additional 8.5-feet 
rise would be 8.5 X 2,333 = 19,830 sq. feet. The width being 3,900 feet, this would 
give a scour over the entire cross-section of about six feet. It is probable, however, 
that the scour would not extend over more than 3,000 feet, which would give a scour 
of 6.6 feet. The increased velocity would be 6'.78-{-(8.5 X 0.1) = r.63 per second 
= 5.28 miles per hour. 

The result, therefore, of turning all the river down the Mississippi below Red River, 
and confining it to the channel, would appear to have been for this flood : 

An increase of stage of 8.5 feet; a scour of bed of 6.6 feet; an increase of mean 
velocity of 0.85 feet. 

Such a line of argument could evidently be followed at every point where an ob- 
servation party has been located. 

Most of the results given in the latter part of this report aro only supposed to be 
^»proximate, and are given rather as indicating a method of approaching some prob- 
lems than as furnishing their solution. 

The total discharge of 2,200,000 cubic feet per second at Red River is only assumed 
as an extreme limit, and is probably much larger than would have been found at any 
locality for this flood for a confined chaoneL It was only taken to show what the 
argument would lead to for a very extreme case. 

Without entering into any discussion of the question, I wish here to state that my 
judgment is that the most efiScient means of passing a large flood from Cairo to the 
QuS, with a minimum stage, is by means of cut-ofts. Judiciously made. I think it is 
a mistake to sav that the result of a cut-off is to raise the stage of water below. Af- 
ter the first rush of water, which gpves an inorea9ed diaeharge below, I see no reason 
why the stage below should be raised. I think experiments might be made on a 
small scale, which would throw considerable light on this question. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. B. JOHNSON, 
United States Aeeiatant Engineer. 

First Lieut. Smith S. Lsac^, 

Seeretarg Mieeieeippi Miver Commieeion, 
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2.-— Saint Frakcib ritONTy fob the flood of 1881^ 
(By Hnnter Stewart, United States AsriBtant Engineer.) 

Saint Louis, Mo., July 25, 1882. 

Snt : I have the honor to sabmit herewith my report on the examination of the in- 
undation of the Saint FranciB fVont, made in accordance witn your instmctionB oi 
March 7, t88S. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

HUNTER STEWART, 
United 8taU$ AMS%9tant 
lint Lieut. Smith S. Lsach, 

Seoretarg MUtist^pi Bivmr drnmution, 

No, 2828 Wa»MM§ton avetme, Saint Loui$, Mo. 



JOURNAL. 

Thepartv left Saint Louis at 2 p. m., on March 7, 1882. on board of the steamer 
R. J. Wheeler, which had been assigned to them. Commerce, Mo., the upper limit of 
the front of the Mississippi River that is tributarv to the Saint Francis Bottom, was 
Mssed at 12.30 p. m. on March 8. The banks of the river between Commerce and 
D^-Tooth Island were either altogether out of water or barely covered. When the 
Missouri Sister Island was reached some overflow was found, but the water of the 
same was slack. The current in the Mississippi River itself slackened considerably 
as Cairo was approached. Some twelve examinations were made in the 12 miles 
between Abie's Point and Cairo, but no current of any importance was found, the 
little that there was, 6 to 8 feet per minute, being ^enerallv either parallel with or 
towards the river. Cairo was reached on the evening of the 8th. On the mominf 
of the 9th we left Cairo at 7.30 a. m., proceeding down the river. The bank of Bird^ 
Point was exposed. We went as far as Norfolk, Mo., finding but slight current, and 
that was generally in the direction of the river. At 10 a. m., the rain having ceased, 
the wind rose and became so high as to affect the surface velocity to such an extent as 
to render the indications of the log unreliable. The storm continuing all day no 
iDore work was done. On March 10 the risht bank was examined from Norfolk, Mo. 
to Point Pleasant, Mo. The New Madrid Kidge was uncovered, although it had been 
submerged, and a great amount of water was returning to the river between it and 
Donaldson's Point. 

On March 11 the right bank was examined from Point Pleasant to Daniel's Point, 
the greater part of this stretch being submerged, and on the left bank current obser- 
Tations were made at the mouths of the Obion, the Upper and Lower Forked-Deer 
zivers. 

March 12. In the mornine the right bank was examined from Daniel's Point to 
Oaceola, Ark.; arrived at Plum Point at <^.30 a. m. ; left at 2.30 p. m. ; the steamer 
B. J. Wheeler having been used during this interval in getting ready the outfit for 
the reconnaissance of the Saint Francis Bottom by Assistant Engineer £. S. Davis, 
who had come aboard at Cairo. During the afternoon of the 12th the right bank was 
examined from Osceola to the upper portion of the bend of Island No. 35. 

March 13. The right bank was followed closely, through the bend of Island No. 35, 
MoGavoek's Chute, the bend of Island No. 37. Devil's Elbow Bend, Fogleman's Chute, 
Beef Island Bend, Redman's Point, up the cnute of the Chicken Island, back again, 
and thenoe to Hopefleld. Memphis was reached at 1.30 p. m. ; instructions were tele- 
graphed for, and reply arrived at 9 p. m. 

March 14. The right bank was examined from Hopefield to the lower end of Com- 
Bserce Cnt-off, including Council Bend. 

March 15. The right bank was examined from Commerce Cnt-off to the upper end 
of Saint Francis Island. I proceeded thence to Helena, and telegraphed for instruc- 
tions: returned to the ui>per end of Saint Francis Island, examined the bank on the 
np-trip, finished reconnaissance, and returned to Helena. 

THE MODS or OBflXRVING. 

The steamer kept as close to the right bank of the river as the nature of the shore 
would permit. Observations were made in a skiff, which had to be carried aboard in 
order to prevent its swamping. When it had been decided to take an observation the 
steamer would slacken speed and jeverse her engines, the skiff would be launched, and 
the observing party push out to the shore. When this was reached the skiff was mads 
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fast, a sounding taken^ and the smfaee velocity meamired by meana of the loff, and 
ite airection with a prismatic compass. The skiff was then cast loose and rowed some 
distance over the bank, the leadsman taking sonndinss, and if any marked chanse in 
depth was fonnd, a greater distance wonld be sonnded and the mean of the sonndlngs 
recorded. The steamer in the meanwhile wonld stem the cnrrent with her head down- 
stream, or, if that were impossible on acconnt of the wind or the great velocity of the 
onrrent, she wonld ronnd-to after the skiff was lannched and wonld again ronnd-to 
when the latter pnt oat from shore, so as to be ready to proceed down-stream as soon 
as the skiff was hauled aboard. 

Whenever the banks were submerged for a great distance, which was generally the 
case, and they could be seen from the boat, an observation wonld be made after a five 
minutes' run, that being the estimated length of time required for the Wheeler to go 
a mile down-stream. This would sometimes be varied by the observer watching from 
aboard the steamer the direction and velocity of the cnrrent over the bank as snown 
by the break of the water against the timber, and selecting localities for observation 
where it appeared to him to be a mean for a given stretch ; he estimatiuff what pro- 
portion of the distance between two observations should be applied to each. 

Where submerged and exposed banks alternated, the depth and velocity of the sor- 
face water would be measured as above, the length of the overflowed bank would be 
estimated, and the location of the point of observation and limits of overflow noted, 
the distances being afterwards taken off of the detail charts in the office. 

In the case of open streams a cross-section would be sounded, the soundings being 
placed approximately equidistant, and the surface velocity measured, where possible; 
otherwise it would be estimated. 

The locality of the observation was in every instance noted, and as soon as the ob- 
server returned to the steamer, plotted as closely as possible from the information 
given by the pilots and the character of the topography — Mf^or Snter's reconnaissance 
was used between Cairo and Memphis and between Commerce Cut-off and Helena, 
and General Comstock's detail charts between Memphis and Commerce Cut-off. 

The river bank proper, in contradistinction to the artificial bank or levee, was ex- 
amined throughout, and no effort was made to follow the latter, as neither a greater 
nor a less amount of water than the net escape over the bank could get into the back 
oonntry. It is evident that, providing the examination of the movement of the water 
on the bank was correctly and accurately made, the results of such a method would 
be the same as those obtained from a correct and accurate examination of the line of 
levees. Even supposing that there Is a greater probability of error in the former than 
in the latter metnod, still the increased accuracy that would have resulted from fol- 
lowing the remnants of the levees, being such a small percentage of the total amount, 
wonla not have Justified the use of the greater length of time that would have been 
required. 

For in the length of river front included in the right bank between Commerce, Mo., 
and Helena, Ark., the system of levees is very imperfect, the percentage of unleveed 
bank being very large, and, as by far the greater part of the total amount of outflow 
and inflow occurs over the latter portion, it would have been necessary to apply to 
it the same method of observation as was used over the entire stretch. Moreover, 
where there were levees, they would virtually exclude a corresponding lensth of 
river front from the computation, either by deflecting the cnrrent of the ovreflow so 
as to cause its direction to become parallel with that of the river, or by checking it 
so as to render the intervening water slack. 

RBDUCnON. 

As the examination was made after the crest of the flood-wave had passed, the dis- 
charge obtained from the observations had to be corrected for difference of stage in 
order to estimate the discharge at the maximum and at the mean flood stage. Tha 
data obtained were crude in tneir nature, and no attempt at a very refined reductkm 
of them has been made; but when a method had been deoided upon, it was rigor- 
ously carried out in order to secure accuracv of computation. This fact will acoonnt 
for the seemingly unwarranted exactness of the tabolated results. 

The following formal» were used in computing discharge : 

For observation stage — 

Q = VxWx8xC; 
wherein — 

Q = discharge. 

V = surface velocity. 

W := width of cross-section. 

8 = sounding. 

C = coefficient of reduction, which is the product of the coefficient to con- 
vert surface velocity into mean velocity, and the coefficient to sorrect 
cross-section area for obstructions. 
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For maximum stage— 

Q = V X W X D X C 
wherein — 

y, W, and C are the same as above. 
D = computed depth at highest stage. 

For mean flood stage — 

Q = V X W X D X C 
wherein — 

V, W, and G are as above. 

D = oompnted depth at mean flood stage. 

The reasons for using the above elements of discharge are given further on. 

VELOCITY. 

m 

Velocity may be regarded as a function of slope and mean depth. 

1. Regarded as a function of slope. 

It may be premised that, when the swamps are filled, the oscillation of the river is 
identical with that of the escaping water in its immediate vicinity and the slope re- 
mains constant. 

The following facts may be quoted in substantiation of the above statement. 

The high-wat«r reconnaissance of the Saint Francis Basin, March, 1882, by Assist- 
ant Engineer E. S. Davis, shows that the observed water surface and the surface of the 
hiffhest water, as given by high- water marks, were sensibly parallel. 

Observations were made near Commerce, Miss., dnrinffthe month of February, 1882, 
to determine the amount of fall in the river that would be necessary to uncover a 
tract of submerged land which was separated from the river by a strip of exposed 
land and a levee— the overflow being caused by back-water from breaks in the le-vee 
farther down the river. One gauge was placed in front of the levee and another in 
the overflowed field back of it, and the latter showed a responsive and almost identi- 
eal change with the former. 

Thererore, in. so far as velocity is the result of slope, it is just to conclude that the 
-velocity of the water escaping over the banks of tne river will remain nearly con- 
stant after the movement of tne water in the adjacent swamp has reached its normal 
relation with the river ; that approximating equilibrium. 

2. Regarded as a function of mean depth. 

For a discharging channel an increased mean depth generally produces a decreased 
ratio of friction to cross-section area and a resulting greater velocity ; but, as in the 
case of inundated lands, where the principal cause of friction is the obstructions in 
the channel, it is easv to conceive of circumstances, such as the flood reaching the 
branches of the underbrush or of the timber, where the ratio would increase with 
the mean depth. Therefore, not only does the velocity of the water escaping over 
the banks not necessarily increase, but it may diminish with an increased mean 
depth. 

Moreover, if to the measured Telocities formulse were applied which had been de- 
duced from data obtained under conditions varying from those found during the ex- 
amination, or those probable at a higher or a lower stage, the only result that could 
be attained would be the certainty of a lar^e probable error with an uncertain sign. 

Considering all of these circumstances, it was thought that more accurate results 
could be obtained, in calculating the discnarge for highest and mean stages of the 
flood* by usin^r those velocities measured at an intermediate stage than any that 
could be obtained from them hj computation. 

Therefore the observed velocities were used in all dischazge calculations. 

MBAN DEPTH. 

1. Observed stage, — The soundings were used. 

2, MaximttM stage. — ^The depth obtained by sounding has to be increased by the 
difference between the stage of water at the time of observin^f and the highest staee, 
in <^er to obtain a depth that can be used in the computation of the discharge for 
the latter. 

The most accurate method of attaining the above would have been to have meas* 
ured the difference between the two stages at every point of observation, provided 
Triable hlAh- water marks were obtainable. This comd be done but seldom, owing 
to the Iniustinctness of the marks on the trees, and on account of the necessary 
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rapidity of the work, which preoludod the possibility of going any distance to get a 
recorded high- water mark. As the accuracy of the differences measured were, in 
most oases, considered questionable, and as the number of reliable ones was not suf- 
ficient to reduce the work, this method was discarded and recourse taken to the 
gause records. 

Therefore, the increments to convert soundings to mean depth at hish water were 
obtained graphically, by using the records at the gauge stations. The distances 
along the river were plotted as horizontal co-ordinates ; for that portion between 
Cairo and Memphis, those given on the charts of the Mississippi River Commission 
were used; and for the portion between Memphis and Helena, those on the charts of 
Major Suter's reconnaissance ; the difference between the mean gauge reading for the 
date of examination and the highest gauge reading, at each station, were plotted as 
vertical co-ordinates ; and the resulting points were connected by straight lines — ^the 
ordinate, corresponding to its distance mm Cairo, giving the increment for any in- 
termediate locality. 

This method is, of course, open to the objection that the probable oscillation at a 
point between two measured oscillations is not necessarily proportionate to the dis- 
tance ; but, in the absence of a better one, it was adopted as giving a sufficiently 
close approximation. 

3. Mean flood stage, — ^The mean flood stage being lower than the observed stage, the 
depths obtained by sounding have to be decreased by the difference between the 
stages, in order to compute the discharge at the former. In obtaining this, the zero 
stage, or that at which the escape of water from the river would practically cease, 
was determined for each gauge from the depth of overflow at the observed staffe ; 
the gauge curve was plotted for the time that the river was continuously above tnis 
stage, the area of the included surface was measured with the planimeter and the 
mean height of the curve determined. This height added to the reading of the zero 
flood stage gives the mean flood stage. The difference between the mean gauge read- 
ing at the examination and that for mean flood stage at each station were plotted, 
and the decrements which were to be applied to the soundings taken at the former 
were obtained in the same manner as were the increments for maximum stage. 

The following are the readings of the zero flood stage on the gaug^ : Cairo, 41 feet; 
Columbus, 95 feet; New Madrid, 37 feet ; Cottonwood Point, 32 feet ; Fulton, 32 feet; 
Memphis, 29 feet. 

Gauge readings, increment and decrements: 



CAIBO. 

Feet 

Highest stage, February 26, 1882. 51. 87 

Observed stage, March 10, 1882. . 47. 70 

Mean flood stage 46.24 

Increment 4.17 

Decrement 1. 46 

COLUMBUS. 

Highest stage, February 26, 1882. 102. 801 

Observed stage, March 10, 1882.. 100.243 

Mean flood stage 99.14 

Increment 2.558 

Decrement 1.103 

NBW IfABItm. 

Highest stage, February 27, 1882. 47. 5 

Observed stage, March 10, 1882. . 43. 7 

Mean flood stage 42.2 

Increment 3.8 

Decrement 1.5 

COTTONWOOD POINT. 

Highest stage, February 28, 1882 . 37. 5 

Observed stage, March 11, 1882.. 36. 3 

Mean flood stage 35.62 

Increment 1.2 

Decrement 0.65 



FULTON. 

Feet. 

Highest stage, March 1, 1882 36. 69 

Observed stage, March 12, 1882. . . 36. 04 

Mean flood stage 35.15 

Increment 0.65 

Decrement 0.89 

MSMPHIS. 

Highest stage, March 6 and 9, 1882 . 35. 15 

Observed stage, March 13, 1882.. . 34. 70 

Mean flood stage i 33.4 

Increment 0.45 

Decrement 1.30 

MEMPHIS. 

Highest stage, March 6 to 9, 1882. 35. 15 

Observed stage, March 14, 1882 ... 34. 55 

Increment 0.60 

mhoon's landing. 

Highest stage, March 9, 1882 40. 80 

Observed stage, March 15, 1882. . . 39. 95 

Increment 0.85 

hblena. 
(Mississippi Kiver Commission gauge.) 

Highest stage, March 8, 1682 47. 10 

Observed stage, March 15, 1882.. . 46. 90 

Increment 0.90 
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WIDTH OF CB06S-8BCTION. 

The width of the croee-seotion, or, in other words, the len^^h of riverfront which is- 
tohe applied to the oompnted mean depth, ia, to a ^reat extent, a question of personal 
observation and judgment. 

The positions of the observations were plotted on the small charts and the distances 
were taken Irom the detail ones. Whenever there were no indications to the con- 
trary, one-half of the distance between three consecutive observations was applied to 
the middle one ; otherwise the distances were adjusted as the notes or the memory of 
the observer dictated. 

COEFFICIENTS. 

The only velocity measured being that of the surface, a reduction to mean velocity 
is necessary in order to obtain true discharge. As neither the time nor the appliances 
were available to determine the relation of surface velocity to the curve or vertical 
velocities for discharge taking place over the bank of the river, and as no data bear- 
ing upon the subject were procurable, the adoption of the coefficients h^ to be de- 
termined arbitrarily. The acknowledged tendency towards exaggeration, in calcu- 
lating flood discharge from meager data, was the one known fact that has indicated 
the use of as small a coefficient as was warranted by other hydraulic observations* 
With this in view the following coefficients were adopted : 

For open streams, mean velocity = surface velocity X .8 

For crevasses, mean velocity = surface velocity X .72 

For discharge over the banks, mean velocity = surface velocity X .72 

(.72 being Brtining's smallest coefficient for open channels). 

Coefficient far obstrucHon$. — As most of the outflow and Inflow was taking place over 
the banks, and as these were generally covered with vegetation, it is necessary to 
make a correction of the measured cross-section in order to obtain the area effective 
for discharge. 

From the general nature of the bank, varying from open fields to a thick growth 
of young cottonwoods, and in view of the large redootion made in calculating mean . 
velocity, a reduction of 10 per cent, of cross-section area appears to be sufficiently 
large. 

Effective area = cross-section area X .9. 

For discharge over the bank, we have — 

Q= V X .72 (D X W) X .9 = V X D X W X .648, 
or, discarding the last decimal in favor of the nearer hnndredth, we have— 

Q = VXDXWXC 
where C=.65. 

RESULTS. 

From Commerce, Mo., to a point 14 miles below Cairo, there was no escape from the 
river. At New Madrid, Mo., there was a net escape, at highest stage, of 86,000 and 
at observed stage of 20,000 cubic feet per second ; at mean flood stage there was na 
escape. These figures reveal the infiuence of the New Madrid Ridge, which deflected 
the overflow water and caused its return to the river, and which was in ratio to its 
total, partial, or non-sobmergence — ^most of the return flow occurring between Don- 
aldson's Point and New Madrid. 

From the New Madrid Bidge to Helena there was a continuoas overflow, with the 
exception of that portion of the old bank of the river situated between the foot of 
Island 35 and Fogieman's Chute, the exposure of the left bank in this locality beiuff, 
in all probability, the result of the many changes which have occurred in the river in 

its vicinity. 

A point opposite Memphis, Tenn., may be regarded as the limit of supply to the 
Saint Francis Bottom, as a study of the curve of net escape shows but a slignt oscilla- 
tion fh>m there to a point 28 miles below ; at this latter place the return flow com* 
mences, and, were the movements over points omitted, the curve would show a con- 
tinuous decline. 

We have at Helena : At maximum stage, a virtual balancing of outflow and inflow; 
at the observed stage, which was below high water, 3.8 feet at New Madrid and 0.9 feet- 
at Helena, an excess of return flow over the bank of 150,000 cubic feet per second, to 
which 50,000 cubic feet per second, at the least estimate, should be added for overflow 
water carried by the Saint Francis River, showing that, at the time that the examina- 
tion was made, the Saint Francis reservoir was being emptied at the rate of 200,000 
cubic feet per second. 
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AT HIOHE8T STAaS. 

Cnbio feet per aeooiid. 

Summation of outflow and inflow 2,440,000 

Amount of oveiflow to be retained by the Saint Francis Riyer 03» 000 

Total moTement 2,503,000 

Summation of outflow 1,251,000 

Maximum net escape on any one latitude 615,000 

Saint Francis River : 

Estimated discharge 115,000 

Supply from outflow from Mississippi River 63,000 

Supply from other sources 52,000 

» 

Cla9HJl€aUon of oatlsto. 



Water eacaplng in bends 

Water returning in bendt 

Water escaping in reaches and over points . 
Water retorning in reaches and over points 

Total movement for bends 

Total movement for points and reaches 

Approximation dlsorepanoy 

TotaV movement 



CnUofeet 
per second. 



880.000 
838.000 
872,000 
420,000 


85 
83 
15 

17 


2,486^000 


100 


1.003.000 

792,000 

17,000 













Percent. 



2,602,000 



Over the banhs of bends 

Through regular channels ^ 

Over the banks of points and readies 

Total 




We may summarize as follows: A very small peroentaffc of the water that leaves 
the river passes through rogular water-courses ; most of Uie water that, at any time, 
leaves the river and nearly all of the overflow water that traverses the Saint Francis 
Bottom, escapes from the river in bends ; a major part of the return occurs over the 
banks in bends ; the greater part of the escape over the banks of points, merely crosses 
these to return a short distance below. 

There are three causes—two applying to velocity and one to depth — that would de- 
velop expectations of greater escape in the bends than in other portions of the river 
front : First, on account of the converging angle formed by the directions of the bank 
of the bend and the current in the river, and a consequent conservation of momentum. 
Second, on account of the general concavity of bends and the resulting proximity of 
the deep channel and swift velocity, which is conducive to a groater initial velocity 
of the escaping water. Third, on account of the rolatively Tower elevation of the 
bank in bends as compared with other divisions of the river th>nt| for, as most of the 
bends have caving banks, the bank-destroying process of the river is operative thereat, 
and, as the slope of the land is generally from the river, the height of the banks is 
being constantly reduced. By antithesis, on points the bank-building process is gen- 
erally active, and the river f)ront is of normal or increasing elevation. We find as a 
consequence that the depth of overflow is groater in the bends than at other localities. 

If the term ** marked depressions in the bank" be confined to sloughs and bayous, 
then a very small percentage of the outflow or of the inflow occurs therein ; but if the 
banks of bends are regarded as such, which they may very properly be considered in 
their relation to other portions of the river front, then they aro the channels for the 
greater part of the outflow and a major part of the inflow along the Saint Francis 
Front. 
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MAXIMUM DIBCHAROS. 

In order to estimate the entire discharge at high water of the Mississippi River on 
different latitudes the following localities were selected: Colmnbas, Ky., Falton, 
Tenn., and Hampton difiefaarge section ; and estimates made. 

COLUMBUS, KENTUCKY. 

The discharge at the highest stage, February 26, 1882, not having been measured, 
the following estimate has been ma^e from the dataobtainedby Assistant J. H. Davis, 
18dl-'82. 

Maximum gauge-reading, February 26 feet... 102.801 

Gauge- reading, February 22 do 101. 301 

Increment do 1.5 

Maximum width, February 28 do 2,694 

Water area, February 22 square feet.. 196,020 

Increment to water area (2,694 by 1.5) ^ do 4,041 

Probable water area on February 26 do 200,061 

Maximum mean velocity, March 1, per second feet. . . 8. 246 

Probable discharge on February 36 (200,061 by 8.3) per second. cubic feet. 1, 660, 496 

FULTOK, TEKinBSSBE. 

The discharge data obtained by Assistant W. H. Powless, 1879-^80, were used, als 
follows : 

Maximum gauge-reading, March 1, 1882 feet... 36.69 

Low water of 1879, reads on gauge do 2.14 

High water 1882 above low water 1879 do 34.55 

Stage March 24, 1880, above low water 1879 do 32.00 

Stage March 1, 1882, above stage March 24, 1880 do 2.55 

Maximum width of high water, 1880 do.... 2,615 

Water area March 24, 1880 square feet.. 144,270 

Increment (2,615 by 2.55) do 7,668 

Probable water area, March 1, 1882 do.... 151,938 

V= 0.204 (h— 21.fi), Powless. 

Where V= mean velocity, h = gauge-reading above low water of 1879 + 27.77 feet. 

March I, 1882, V = 0.204 (62.32—21.8) =8.27 feet per second. 

Probable discharge on March 1, 1882 (151,938 by 8.27), 1,261,527 cubic feet per second. 

HAMPTON. 

This discharge-section was located about 12 miles below Memphis, and Just below 
the Junction of the bend and chute of President's Island. 
Toe data used are those obtained from the observations of Prof. H. B. Herr, 1879. 

High water of 1882, Memphis gauge feet... 35.15 

Increment for oscillation at Hampton do 1.72 

Prolmble reading on Hampton gauge of high water of 1882 do.... 36*87 

Stage on Hampton gange, February 12, 1879 do 27.00 

Increment do.... 9.87 

Width of river do 4,600 

Water area, February 12, 1879 square feet.. 179,948 

Increment (4,600 by 9.87) do.... 45,402 

Probable water area for maximum stage, 1882 225, 3G0 

H. Ex. 64 5» 
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Using the formula deduced from Professor Herr^s observations, by Assistant R. £. 
MoMath : 

V = .0725 A. 

Where y = mean yelooity, and A = stage on Hampton gauge -|- 37.18, we have, f(Mr 
high water of 1882: 

V = .0725 (36.87 + 37.18) = 5.37 feet per second. 

The probable discharge for hijp^h water of 1882 is (225,350 by 5.37) 1,210,130 cnbie 
feet per second ; hence, we get for flood of 1882 : 

COLUMBUS, KBNTUCKr. 

Cnbio feet per second. 

Probable maximum discharge 1, 660, OOO 

Escape above 86,000 

Total 1,746,000 

rULTON, TENNS88EE. 

Probable maximum discharge 1,261,000 

Escape above 494,000 

Total * 1,755,000 

HAMPTON. 

Probable maximum discharge 1,210,000 

Escape above 599,000 

Total 1,809,000 

These estimates give an increase of discharge of 9,000 cubic feet per second between 
Columbus and Fulton, and 63,000 cubic feet per jiecond between Columbus and Hamp- 
ton, which, considering the character of the work done on the Saint Francis Front, 
the number of small tributaries on the left bank of the river between these points^ 
and the probable error in estimating the discharge of the river proper, may be re- 
garded as a very close agreement. 

TOTAL ESCAPE. 

In order to form a conception of the volume of water that traverses the Saint 
Francis Bottom during the time of flood, the subjoined estimate has been made. 

The right bank from Commerce, Mo., to opposite Memphis has been regarded as 
the river front that is tributary to the supply of the Saint Francis Bottom, for al- 
though there is a point some distance below Memphis which shows a greater net 
escape, this is due to the fact that a large quantity of water leaves the river there to 
return in a short distance, and it cannot properly be regarded as supply. 

The amount of escape at mean flood stage was taken as the mean escape for the con- 
tinuous flood period, that is, the number of consecutive days when the stage was 
above the flood zero. 

Although there was no escape above New Madrid at mean flood stage, which was 
due, in all probability, to the deflection, by the ridge, of all of the overflow water 
and its return to thenver, still, at an increased stage, such as the one when the ex- 
amination was made, we find a net escape of 20,000 cubic feet per second, which was 
probably caused by a portion of the ridge being submerged and a consequent escape 
into the country back of it; and, as there were thirty-seven days during which the 
river was near, at. or above this stage, a mean discharge of 30,000 cubic feet per sec- 
ond has been assumed at this period of time. 

Cubic feet. 
Above New Madrid, Mo., thirty-seven days, at 30,000 cubic feet per 

second 96,904,000.000 

Between New Biadrid and Fulton, seventy-eight days, at 154,000 

cubic feet per second 1,037,837,000,000 

Between Fulton and Memphis, eighty-eight days, at 67,000 cubic 

feet per second 509,414,000,000 

Total escape 1,643,155,000,000 

This amount of water is equal to 15.7 days' discharge of the river at Hampton, esti- 
mating its capacity as 1,210,000 cubic feet per second ; or 10.5 days at 1,800,000 oubio 
leet per second. 
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3.— Whits rivbr and teksas fronts, and Arizona and landry crevasses, flood 

OF 1882. 

(Observations by J. B. Jobnson and Hunter Stewart^ United States Assistant Engi- 
neers.) 

(Report by Hunter Stewart, United States Assistant Engineer.) 

Office of Mississippi River Commission, 

Saint Louis, Mo., Apnl 17, 1883. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit, herewith inclosed, a report upon the reconnais- 
sance, during the flood of 1882, of that portion of the right bank of the Mississippi 
River situated between Helena, Ark., and the mouth of Cypress Creek; upon tne 
liigh water examination of the Tensas Front, for the flood of 188;^, and upon the ex- 
amination of the right bank from Red River to Donaldsonville during the same flood. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 



First Lieut. Smith S. Leach, 

Secretary MisHssippi Miver Commission, 



HUNTER STEWART, 
CTnited States Assistant Engineer, 



REPORT. 

WHITE RIVER BOTTOM. 

The steam-tug Frolic was detailed for this service. 

The engineer force consisted of J. B. Johnson and Hunter Stewart, United States 
aseitttaut engineers. 

The methods of making observations and of estimating the discharge were similar 
to those used by Messrs. Johnson and Stewart in their examinations of the Yazoo and 
Saint Francis fronts, respectively, for the flood of 1882, and are described in their 
reports respecting the same. 

The bottoms situated back, or west, of the section of the Mississippi River under 
consideration may be divided into three sections or basins : 

(i. ) The White River bottoms, or that portion of the overflowed lands situated be- 
tween Helena and the mouth of the Whit« River. 

(8.) The islands suiTounded by the White, the Arkansas, and the Mississippi rivers. 

(3.) The Arkansas River and Cypress Creek bottoms, wnich extend from the month 
of the Arkansas River to Cypress Creek. 

These three basins, taken either separately or conjointly, have comparatively but 
small capacity to deplete the Mississippi River of its flood waters, or to perform the 
fonction of reservoirs to the same. 

In view of the above fact in connection with the subsidence of the flood and the 
more important work which had to be done below, the exauiinations of these fronts 
were made in a cursory manner, and only the more important features were noticed. 

Such observations as were made are given below. On March 25, 1882, the crevasse 
Jast below Helena was examined: 

Width (estimated), 2,500 feet. 

Surface velocity, 3.4 feet per second. 

Depth (mean of soundings), 9 feet. 

Coefficient to reduce surtace velocity to mean velocity, .7. 

Discharge, 54,000 cubic feet per second. 

For maximum stage : Feet 

Helena gauge, March 8, 1882, maximum 47.2 

Helena gauge, March 25 45.2 

Increment 2,0 

Discharge, 63,000 cubic feet per second. 

This result may be regarded as approximately correct, as the increase in the cross- 
section area, due to the probable widening of the crevasse, may be conssidered to be 
compensatea in the discharge computation by tbe reduction in surface velocity due 
to tne tilling up of the swamps and the reduction of head by the fall of the river itself. 

March 27, at Westover, opposite Friar's Point, there were three breaks: 

Width (aggregate), 1,200 feet. 

Surface velocity (mean), two-thirds foot per second. 
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Depth (mean of sonndiogB), 4} feet. 

Discharge, 2,500 cubic feet per second. 

On Kangaroo Point the water was flowing back into the river for a distance of 
2,600 feet and at the rate of 1 oabio foot per second per linear foot. Return flow, 2,600 
cubic feet per second. 

From Kangaroo Point to Old Town Landing there were two breaks in the levee, 300 
and 110 feet wide, respectively, at the date of observation. When examined the cur- 
rents in these were from the river at the rate of one-third of a foot per second on the 
surface. From information received, it was learned that at the highest sta^e of the 
river these were discharging into the river with considerable velocity. This feature 
was probably due to the iufluence of the Old Town Ridge. From Old Town Land- 
ing to Cocklebnrr Bayou si^ breaks in the levee were reported. 

m 

I«ACONIA CmCLB. 

This tract of land, situated just above the mouth of White River, is aubjeot to sub- 
mergence from three sources,*, e., the Mississippi River on its own front, the over- 
flow water from the Mississippi River that escapes above, and the White River in the 
rear ; it is completely surrounded with levees, which are intended to protect it from 
these. During the flood of 1882 but little damage was done previous to the rise in 
the White River, which backed up the overflow water that escaped from the Missis- 
sippi River above until it rose higher than the back levees and, breaking these, inun- 
dated the circle. When the circle was flUed, the overflow above continuing and be- 
ing deprived of its usual outlet throush the White River, the water rose above the 
front, or Mississippi River levees, and running over, broke them. 

The water on the inside of the circle was from 1 to li feet higher than the Missia- 
Bippi River in the vicinity of Graddy's Landing, Desha County, Arkansas. 

DISCHARGE OF THB WHITE RIYBR. 

On March 27 Montgomery Pass or Cut-off was examined. No perceptible current 
was found. The mean depth was 29 feet. 

On March 28 the White River proper was gauged. The discharge section was 
loeated one-half mile below the head of Montgomery Pass, the base line and the 
width of the river were measured by means of the stadia, the ranges and base were 
located with a prismatic compass, seven soundings were taken approximately equi- 
distant, and four rod floate were run, also approximatelv equidistant. 

The base was 121 feet long, and the floats consisted of a 2-ineh rod weighted to an 
immersion of 16 feet. The coefficient of nine-tenths is used to reduce the measured 
velocity to mean velocity, as the floats were run at an immersion a little less than 
one-third of the mean depth. 

Width of the river, 750 feet. 

Mean depth, 42.5 feet. 

Mean of measured velocities, 4 feet per second. 

Discharge, 115,000 cubic feet per second. 

There was no apparent movement in the overflow on the right bank of the White 
Biver from the locality of the discharge section to the mouth, while there was an in- 
flow into the White River over the left bank of about 1 cubic foot per second per 
linear foot. This would give the discharge of the White River into the Mississippi 
at the date of observing, 117,500 cubic feet per second. 

Visoharge of the White Biver at the maximum stage. 

Water gauge at the mouth of White River : 

Feet. 

Maximum stage, February 28, 1882 • 48.4 

Observation stage, March 28, 1882 46.2 

Increment 2.2 

Mean depth for maximum stage, 42.5 -f 2.2 = 44.7 feet. 

Discharge, 121,000 cubic feet per second. ' 

Supposing that at the maximum stage the discharge over the bank into the White 
River was double what it was at the observed stage, we would get 126,000 cubic feet 
per second as the total discharge of the White into the Mississippi at maximum 
stage. 

Between the mouths of the White and Arkansas rivers. 

From the month of the White River down the Middle Qround to the mouth of the 
Arkansas River, there was no apparent current, the land varying from 1 foot submer- 
gence to 1 foot exposure. 
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DISCHARGE OF THE ARKANSAS RIVBH AT ITS MOUTH. 

The observations were made on March 28, 1882. The discharge section was loeated 
300 yards above the month of the Arkansas, and the methods ased were the same as 
those employed in determining the discbarge of the White River. 

Width of Arkansas River, 750 feet. 

Depth (mean of 8 sonndings), 40.7 feet. 

Mean of observed velocities, 2.17 feet per second. 

Coefficient of redaction, .9. 

Approximate discharge for observed stage, 62,000 cnbic feet per second. 

For maximum stage. 

Feet 

Maximnm stage, Arkansas City gauge 47.1 

8tageon MarcnlKi, Arkansas City gauge 44.1 

Difference of stage 3.0 

Month of White River, difference of stage 2.2 

Increment for Arkansas River 2.7 

Assuming that the other conditions are equal, we have for maximum stage : 
Mean depth 40.7+2.7=43.4 feet, and discharge 64,000 cubic feet per second. 

BAYOU ONE ICIUB ABOVE CTPRBSS CREEK. 

Width (effective), 130 feet. 
Telocity, surface, 3.5 feet per second. 
Mean depth, 33.4 feet. 
Coefficient of reduction, .8. 
DiBcbarge, 12,000 cubic feet per second. 

Far maximum stage. 

Mean depth, 33.4+3.6=36 feet. 
Discharge, 13,00u cubic feet per second. 

From the above bayou to Cypress Creek there was a flow into the Mississippi Hiver 
of 9,000 cubic feet per second. 

• 

CTPRBSS CREEK. 

Cypress Creek was discharging into the Mississippi River, and the following esti- 
mate of the amount is made from the observations: 

The total distance sounded was 1,000 feet, which is divided into two sections, {. e,, 
the main channel. Cypress Creek proper, and the auxiliary channel, or the sum of the 
distances on each side for which the velocity of the current was greater than that 
luual in the overflow. 

For ike main ohannel. 

Width (estimated), 170 feet. 

Mean depth, 30^- feet. 

Surface velocity, 2.1 feet per second. 

Coefficient of reduction. .8. 

Discharge, 8,700 cubic leet per second. 

For the auxiliarg oluinnel. 

Width, 830 feet. 

Mean depth, 10 feet. 

Surface velocity, 1^ feet per second. 

Coefficient of reduction. .65. 

Discharge, 6,800 cubic reet per second. 

Total discharge of Cypress Creek at the date of observing, 15,500 cubic feet per 
second. 

There is given below a tabulation of the discharge of such outlets as were ganged ; 
also an estimate of their discharge at the maximnm stage of the river. 

These observations were scattering, and can give no conception of the total amount 
of water-escape from, or of the action of the overflow upon, that portion of the river 
bank which is comprised between their limits; nor is this report made with any such 
view, as there was no attempt at either a thorough examination or even a rough esti- 
mate of the movement of the overflow, for reasons hereinbefore mentioned. 
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The principal tribataries of the Mississippi River were, however, roughly gauged, 
as it was thought that such data would be of interest and, perhaps, of 8er\'ice in 
other relations, as well as that of high-water escape. 

Table of measured discharges between Helena and the mouth of Cypress Creek : 



Locality. 



Heleoa 

Westorer 

Kannroo Point 

Old Town Landing 

White River 

ArkansM RiTor 

Bayoa, 1 mile abore Cypresa Creek 

Between above bayou and Cypreas Creek . 
Cypreaa Creek 



Totala 



Stage at the time of obaer- 
ration. 



Eacape from 

river per 

aeoond. 



Chtbicfui. 
6i>000 
2,500 



600 



57,100 



Flow into river 
per aeoond. 



CvJbicfuL 



2,600 



1X7,500 

82,000 

12,000 

9,000 

15,600 



218,600 



Batimate for mazimam atage. 



Eacape from 

river per 

aecond, 



CMbiefwt 
68,(i00 
10,000 



78.000 



Flow into river 
per aeoond. 



Ouhicfttt. 



12,000' 
1&00» 
126.000 
64,000 
13,000 

o,ooa 

18^800 



260,300 



TENSAS FRONT. 

This section of the front of the Mississippi River extends along the right bank of 
the same, from Cypress Creek to the mouth of Red River. 

The examination was made as follows : 

March 29, 1882, a set of observations was made between Arkansas City and the west 
bank of Bayou Ma^on, along the line of the Little Rock, Mississippi River and Texa» 
Railroad, in order to determine the amount of water flowing^ through the bottoms. 

This was done to obviate the necessity of measuring the inflow and outflow along 
the banks of the streams contiguous to this section, viz, the west bank of the Cypreas- 
Creek, from where it leaves the high land, to it-s mouth, and the west bank of the 
Mississippi River, from the mouth of Cypress Creek, to Arkansas City. 

Afber the completion of the above, the right bank of the Mississippi River was ex> 
amined from Arkansas City to Point Chicot. 

March 30, 1882, the right bank was followed from Leland's to Ashton, afrer which 
the Frolic proceeded to Vicksburg to await orders. On the way down, Mr. J. B. 
Johnson, United States assistant engineer, made a second estimate of the breaks be- 
tween Alsatia and Delta, La. ; the first one having been made by him on March 21» 
1^^, after his reconnaissance of the Yazoo Front. Both estimates are given in the 
tabulated results. 

March 30, 1882, orders were telegraphed for and their arrival awaited. 

March 31, 1882, that portion of the Tensas Front comprised between Delta, La., and 
Shipp's Bayou, was examined. 

April 2, 18P2, the examination was continued from Shipp's Bayou to Waterproof. 

April 3, 1882, the right bank was followed from Waterproof to the mouth of Red 
River, and the examination of the Tensas completed. 

MODE OF OBSKRYING. 

As there was considerable escape into the swamps over the right bank of Cypreaa 
Creek, from where it leaves the high land to its mouth, and as there were frequent 
variations in the direction of the movement of the overflow water on that portion of 
the right bank of the Mississippi River extending from the month of Cypress Creek 
to Arkansas City, it was deemed more expedient to estimate the net escape above 
this latter point, by measuring the amount of water flowing through the bottoms oa 
this latitnde and making due allowance for the contribution of local watersheds, than 
to follow the entire tiibutary front ; especially as the observations made under the 
latter method would have been more imperfect in their character. 

Discharge observations over the line of the railroad from Arkansas City to Bayou 
Ma<^on were made as follows : 

The widths of the sections were measured with a tape line along the bridges, trestles, 
and culverts, soundings were taken every 50 feet, and the surface velocity was meaa- 
nred with a log and line at intervals of 100 feet or less, as the variation in velocity 
demanded. 

In computing the results, a coefficient of .8 is used to reduce the velocity at the 
sorfaee to a mean. 
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B^rom Arkantias City to Ashton and from Delta to tho month of Red River the fol- 
lowing methods were nsed : 

Where there were breaks in the leyee of reauiaite importance the width was measured 
with the stadia, the section in the line of the levee was sounded, and the surface ve- 
locity was measured with the log and line. If the section comprised between the 
ends of the levee showed a large amount of scour, attributable to the vertical move- 
ment of the water flowing through it, an auxiliary section was sounded, either in 
front, if the batture was extensive, or in the rear of the levee, where the vertical 
equilibrium of the water was somewhat restored ; a velocity was measured for thia 
auxiliary section and the width of the same estimated. Where the water was flowing 
over the top of the levee for a long stretch, the amount of discharge per linear foot waa 
estimated and afterwards multiplied by the total distance found subject to such sub- 
mergence. For small breaks the output Was either disregarded or the discharge esti- 
mated in its entirety. 

REDUCTION. 

The following formula is nsed for computing the discharge : 

Q=VXWXDXC. 
wherein : 

Q = discharge. 

V = surface velocity. 

D= depth or mean of soundings. 

W= width of cross-section. 

C = coefficient of reduction. 

COEFFICIKNT. 

The only velocity measured being that of the surface, a reduction to mean velocity 
ia necessary in order to obtain the true discharge. The following have been adopted i 

For open streams, mean velocity = surface velocity X .8. 

Eor crevasses, mean velocity = surface velocity X .7. 

For discharge over the banks, mean velocity = surface velocity X .65. 

STAGE. 

At Arkansas City the maximum gauge height occurred on February S8, nine daya 
before the main flood-wave had reached Helena, while at Greenville it occurred on 
Februaij 27, ten days previons. 

At Lake Providence and Yicksbure the highest stage was reached on March 20,. 
eleven days after the crest of the flood- wave reached Helena. 

GAUGB-EBADINOS AND DIFFERENCES OF STAGE AT THE GAUGE STATIONS. 

Arkansas City : Feet. 

Highest stage, February 28, 1882 47.10 

Obeerved stage, March 29, 1882 44.05 

Difference 3.05 

Highest stasTo, February 27, 1882 41.70 

Observed stage, March 30, 1882 40.65 

Difference 1.05 

Lake Providence : 

Highest stage, March 20, 1882 38.32 

Sti^^eof first observation, March 20, 1882 :i8.32 

Stage of second observation, March 30, 1682 36.35 

Difference • 1.97 

Yicksburg : 

Highest stage, March 20 and 21, 1882 48.75 

Observed stage, April 1, 1882 47.00 

Difforsnce 1.7S 
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Sftiot Joseph, Lft. : Feet 

Highest stage, March 20, 1882 44. »0 

Observed stage, April 2, 1882 43.85 

Difference 1.05 

Natchez : 

Highest stage, March 28 and 29, 1882 47. 7& 

Observed stage, April 3, 1882 47.20 

Difference 0.55 

Red River Landing : 

Highest stage, March 27, 1882 : 48.50 

Observed stage, April 3, 1882 4a 10 

Difference 0,40 

Eetimate of ike amount of water flowing through the bottoms between Arkaneae City and the 
west bank af Bayou Maoon^ from meaenremente made along the line of the Little Book, 
AfissieHppi Biver and Texas Bailroad, on March 29, 1882. 



Chloot Bayon 

BoKnyBftyou 

CnTrertii..: 

Fulton Bayou 

Bead Mair s Bayon 
Ma^on Bayon 



Locality. 



Total 

Leas, for local water-aheda 



Amonnt of eaoape on thia line . 



Croae-eeo- 
tionarea. 



Bq. 



1M4S 
19,475 
875 
10^520 
18,875 
0,061 



06^564 



Mean ve< 



Moon 



FmL 
L86 
1.82 
llfl 
LOO 
L28 
L7e 



L41 



Dinoharge 
per 
ond. 



OiL/t 

22,000 

^^700 

800 

IflLOOO 

n.auo 

10,700 



08,000 
80,000 



08.900 



The maximniB stage in the overflow was 32 inches above the observed stage. 

Fot maximum stage : 

Cubic feet per eeoond. 

Escape at observed stage 63, 900 

Increment, 5,840x2.7 X 1.4 22,100 

Escape at maximnm stage ....^ 86, 000 

These figures irive the probable net escape from Cypress Creek and the Mississippi 
River into the Tensas Bottoms above Arkansas City, for the maximam stage and a 
stage 3 feet below the maximam. 

WATBB ESOAFB INTO THB TENSAS BOTTOMS AT THX TIMB OF OB8BRVINQ. 

Cabio feet per aeooad^ 

Ket escape above Ashton 1 118,000 

Net escape from Ashton to Delta 219,000 

Net escape from Delta to the month of Red River 49, 000 

Total 386,000 



Maximum stage. 

There are m%ny important features of the flood regimen of the Mississippi River 
which bear upon the question of what constitntes a maximnm stage for the entire 
Tensas Front, of which the following are some : 

The division of the main flood- wave on the Tazoo Front into two parts, one passing 
down the river channel and the other through the Taeoo Bottoms ; and the near prox- 
imity to the uppor portion of the Tdusas Front of two affluents of the siee and Impor- 
tance of the White and Arkansas rivers. 
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The point of Jnoctare of the flood-wave from these tribataries with the wave 
deecending from Cairo, and its relation to the precedence, coincidence, or sequence of 
the crests, often give a maximum stage along the upper portion of the front, which 
is considerably anterior to that of the lower, while the more or less perfect coujuno- 
tioD, at the mouth of the Yazoo River, of the two portions of the original flood-wave, 
has its effect upon the stage of the river for a considerable distance above, as weli as 
along the whole section of the Tennas F'ront lying below. 

The following data, bearing upon the relation of stage and discharge of the Mixsis- 
flippi River at floo<l-stage, aro taken from the results of the observations made by 
Assistant Engineer Homer P. Ritter : 

Diaciharge oheervations at Bayi^ Landing^ Miss. 
(Homer P. Bitter, U. 8. assistant engiaeer in obargeb) 



Oaase>readiDg feet.. 

Water area. . . . square f«N«t. . 

Width feet.. 

Mean Telocity. . . ft. per seo . . 
Disobarge. . . . oa. ft. per seo. . 



January 21, 1882. 



84.28 
101,634 
2,710 
8.06 
978,300 



March 20, 1882, 
maximam stage. 



S8.58 
172,105 
2,820 
ft. 44 
896,900 



aCarch 20, 1882. 



36.06 
164, 614 
2,756 
6.66 
•14,800 



June 1, 1882, 
maximum dis- 
charge. 



84.14 
167.396 
2,707 
6.26 

1,040,000 



These figures show that the reunion, at the month of the Yazoo River, of the two 
parts of the original flood- wave resulted in an increase of stage abovt*^ for a given 
discharge, or, viewed in relation to the maxinmm discharge, in rendering negative 
the increment of discharge for proportionate gauge heights, and in a retardation of 
the passage of the flood- wave. 

As the maximum discharge did not occur at the maximum stage, the amount of es- 
cape from the river at said stage cannot be regarded as indicating the iiicreiiient in 
gauge height which would occnr-if the escape were confined to the rivfr under normal 
conditions; that is, where the propagation of the flood-wave is restricted to the river 
channel. 

The following estimate of net escape is made for maximum stage : 

Cable feet per second. 

From the mouth of Cyprfss Creek to Ashton 150,000 

From Ashton to Delta, La 300,000 

From Delta, La., to the mouth of Red River 50,000 

From maximum stage along the Tensas Front 500,000 

TSK8A8 FRONT, FLOOD OF 1882. 

Mouth of Cypress Creek to Louisiana State line. 
[Observatioii by Hunter Stewart and J. B. Johnson.] 



LooaUty. 



I of overflow water from Gypreas Creek 
and Siii*8iMiippi Rlrer, llowiug through the 
bottoms slonK the line of the Little Rock, 
UiasiMitppi Kiver and Tensas Railroad 



Lanalnff 

BdowGaiaea Landing 

Bolow Gainsa Landing (break in levee). 
Below Galaes Landing 

Do 

Above Potni Comfort 

Pnttoriato Luna (fonrhrsaks) 

WkUkyChnte 

FMdand Bpeara 

Do 

BoaeBaak 

Hatthews Bend 

Do 



Totia. 



Yeloo- 
ity. 



L8 
L8 



0.6 
Slack. 
0.06 
L5 
LO 
7.0 
8.0 
0.8 
LO 



Width. 



2^000 

000 

1.000 

2,600 

2,600 

10,000 

1,000 

330 

iSO 

200 



880 



Depth. 



8.0 
8.0 



8.0 



8.0 
1.0 
8.0 
2.0 
7.0 
8.5 
LO 



Coeffi- 
cient. 



.7 
.7 
.6 
.7 
.6 
.7 
.7 
.7 
.7 
.7 
.7 
.7 



Date 

of obser* 

vatioa. 



Mar. 29 

Mar. 29 

Mar. 29 

Mar. 29 

Mar. 29 

Mar. 29 

Mar. 29 

Mar. 29 

Mar. 80 

Mwr. 80 

Mar. 80 

Mar. 80 

Mar. 80 

Mar. 80 



Oatflow. 



68.909 


7,1500 


2,500 


2,709 


14,000 


10,000 


7U9 


4,400 


8.009 


000 


200 


8,000 



in. 



H. Ex. 64 6* 
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A^ion to Delta, maximum 9lage. 

[Obserratioii by J. B. Johnton.] 
FIBST B8TIMATB. 



Looalfty. 



Ashton 

AlMtla 

Do 

Salem to RolU (six breaks) . 
BoUft to Mrs. Bellas (seyen 

lyrpsKS/ ••>••••••• 

Mrs. B<>U's to Point (dTS 

breaks) 

HnntgoDiery to Bnni's (two 

broiiks) 

Omega to Backliom (seven 

breaks) 

MiUiken's Bend 



Total 



Veloc- 
ity. 



0.76 
10.0 
10 

4.0 

4.0 

4.0 

4.0 

4.0 
5.0 



Width. 



15,000 

165 

060 

1,980 

1,820 

1,000 

880 

8,600 
1.800 



Depth. 



40 
18.0 
10.0 
12.0 

4.0 

8.0 

2.0 

&0 
&0 



Coeffi- 
cient. 



.66 
.7 
.7 
.7 

.7 

.7 

.7 

.7 
.7 



Date 

of obeer> 

ration. 



Mar. 20 

Mar. 21 

Mar. 21 

Mar. 21 

Mar. 21 

Mar. 21 

Mar. 21 

Mar. 21 

Mar. 21 



Mazi- 
mm 
stage. 



Mar. 20 

Mar. 21 

Mar. 21 

Mar. 21 

Mar. 21 

Mar. 21 

Mar. 21 

Mar. 21 

Mar. 21 



Date of 
break. 



Old 

var. 21 
Mar. 21 



Mar.18,17 



Oni. 
flow. 



29.000 
14.009 
46,009 

67,009 

15,009 

6,009 

2,009 

81.099 
86.009 



298,009 



SECOND ESTIMATE. 



Locality. 



Aohton 

AlsNtia to Qoodrioh's 
(three breaks) 

AtwTe Edsemont 
(tbree breaks).... 

At Holla's 

BolU to Mrs. BeU's 
(five breaks) 

BoUn to Mrs. Bell's 
(Amr breaks) 

Mrs. Bell's to WH- 
low Point (tbree 
break*) 

Willow Point to Del- 
ta 



Total. 



Veloc- 
ity. 



9.75 

5.0 

8.0 
8.0 

1.0 

0.0 

0.0 
4.0 



Width. 



15,000 

8,800 

1,800 
480 

2,140 



660 

6^200 



Depth. 



2.0 

&0 

4.0 
4.0 

1.0 

ao 

0.0 
6.5 



Coeffi- 
cient. 



.66 

.7 

,7 
.7 



Date 
of obser- 
vation. 



Mar. 80 

Mar. 80 

Mar. 80 

Mar. 80 

Mar. 80 

Mar. 80 

Mar. 80 

Mar. 80 



Mazi. 
nrnm 
stage. 



Mar. 20 

Mar. 21 

Mar. 21 

Mar. 21 

Mar. 21 

Mar. 21 

Mar. 21 

Mar. 21 



Differ- 
ence of 
stage. 



2.0 

4.0 

4.0 
4.0 



1.5 



Date of 
break. 



Old 

Mar. 21 



Oai- 

flow. 



91; 009 



11. 

4,009 
2,09» 



95^099 



219.099 



Delta to Bed River. 



[Observation by Honter Stewart and J. B. Johnson.) 



LooaUty. 



Upper side of Delta. 
Iiower side of Delta. 



Below Delto (8 breaks) 

Vicinity of Brown and Johnson's 

(old break) 

Castleman's to Uioo 



HIco to Sargents 

Killakranka (:< breaks) 

Jasi below Killakranka , 

Harper Bayoo 

Between Harper Bayonandthe 

ends of the levee 

Bookner's (2 breaks) 



Velocity. 



4.0 



L5 

1.5 
2L0 

1.5 
4.0 
40 
7.0 



4.0 



Width. Depth. 



1,200 



250 

18.000 
17.500 

15,000 
165 
830 
200 

4)0 
250 



LO 



4.0 

8.5 
4.0 

8.5 

1.5 

8.0 

24.0 



8.0 



Coeffi- 
cient. 



.7 



.7 

.7 
.65 

.65 
.7 
.7 
.8 



Date of 
obser- 
vation. 



.7 



Date of 
break. 



Apr. 1. 

Apr. 1. 

Apr. L 

Apr.L 
Apr. 1. 

Apr.L 
Apr. 1. 
Apr.L 
Apr.L 



Apr.L 



Mar. 18. 



Ont- 
flow. 



8iim- 



8.400 



— 8.400 



8,499 



LOOO 

48,000 

9l,000l 



— 5L00Oj 

— 700 

— 2,800 

— 27,000 

— 2.000 

— 2.100 



140, 099 
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Delta to Bed Biver—Contiaued. 



Loddlty. 



Point PleaMuit 

Do 

Do.. 

Lower side of Point PloMnnt. . . 



Boekridge 

Between Bnckridge nnd Ship's 

Beyoa , 

Hnit a mile nbove HMd Times.. ■ 
Hnrd Times to Deshroon*a 

Do 

Do 

Above Hjadsonibble 

At Hnrdsorubble 

Bondarmnt 



Water Proof, brpak in new levee. 

Water Proof break in old levee 

Waterproof <8d break) 

Hole in the Wall 

TTpper arm of Lake Coneordia, 
over the levee and throagh 
breaks 

Lower arm of Lake Concordia .. . 

Tlrora the end of the Henderson 
and Ashley levee to Grraod Cat- 
oft, 35 miles, at S. 000 cable feet 
per seoond per mile«-retnming 
to river 



Yelooity. 



4.0 
&0 
4.0 
0.7 

a? 

&.2 
1.4 
0.0 
L8 
L5 
3.8 
6.0 
8.0 



Width. 



8.0 
e.0 

as 

L8 



2.5 
3.5 



LO 



880 

260 

105 

2.000 

2,000 



850 
130 
120 
60 
250 
880 
830 

'660 
400 
860 
260 



85.000 
26,000 



175^000 



Depth. 



80.0 
6.0 
LO 
&0 

2.6 

&0 
12.0 
&0 
0.5 
6w0 
0.0 
&0 
7.6 



Coeffi- 
cient. 



10.0 
&0 

45.0 
8.C 



to 

LO 



LO 



.7 
.7 
.7 
.7 

.7 

.7 
.7 
.7 
.7 
.7 
.7 
.7 
.7 



.7 
.7 
.7 
.7 



.7 
.7 



Date of ^ 
obser* 
vation. 



Date of 
break. 



Apr.L 
Apr. 1. 
Apr. 1. 
Apr.L 

Apr. 1. 

Apr. 2. 
Apr. 2. 
Apr. 2. 
Apr. 2. 
Apr. 2. 
Apr. 2. 
Apr. 2. 
Apr. 2. 
Apr. 2. 
Apr. 2. 



Mar. 5. 



Ont- 
flow. 



Sam- 
matiOB* 



18.000 

6.000 

600 

8.000 



— S.200 



Mar. 21. 



Apr. 2. Mar. 21. 



Apr. 2. 
Apr. 8. 



Apr. 8. 
Apr. 8. 



Apr. 8. 



Mar. 21. 



Mar. 24. 
Mar. 24. 



0.600 

11,200 

4,400 

1,000 

800 

5.200 

0,200 

6,200 

1,200 

18.000 

18.400 

98,700 

7001 



68,000 

70,700 



87,600 
63,600 



—176^000 



818^700 

161,200 
228,700 



48,700 



MxaminaHon of the right hank of the Mieeieeippi Bitter from ihe month of Bed Biver to Don^ 

aldaonvilley flood of 1882. 

[Observation by Honter Stewart] 



Locality. 



Yelooity. 



Bed Biver landing 
Do 



Hoc Point. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 
Do.. 



proper. ........... 

channel of the crevasse and 

the ends of the levee 

Point Coupee 



8.0 
2.0 

2.0 
LO 
8.0 
2.0 
8.0 

4.5 

2.0 
7.6 



Width. 



260 
100 

40 
180 
200 
160 
200 

800 

8,800 
2,200 



Depth. 



7.0 
6.0 

2,5 
6.0 
2.5 
5.0 
5.0 

22L0 

10.0 
10.0 



Coeffi- 
cient. 



.7 
.7 

.7 
.7 
.7 
.7 
.7 

.7 

.7 
.7 



Date of 
obser- 
vation. 



Apr. 4. 
Apr. 4. 

• 

Apr. 4. 
Apr. 4. 
Apr. 4. 
Apr. 4. 
Apr. 4. 

Apr. 5. 

Apr. 5. 
Apr. 6. 



Oalr 
flow. 



8:700 
1,000 



200 

500 

1,000 

1,000 

2,100 



65^400 

46,200 
116,600 



Sam* 



4,700' 



o^eoo* 



ULIO^ 
22^00» 



SxaminaHon of the AriMona and Landry oreva$ie8f Lonieiana, flood of 1882. 

[Obserration by Honter Stewart ] 



Locality. 



Iberville Parish . 
'/Ascension Psriah 



Yelooity. 



lao 

&6 



d th. 



1,000 
128 



Depth. 



4.0 
&0 



Coeffi- 
cient. 



Date of 

obmrv- 

ation. 



,7 
.7 



Apr. 7 
Apr. 6. 



Oat- 
flow. 



28,000 

8,000 



Sam- 
matkm. 



81, ON 
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4.— SAIlfT FRANCIS FRONT, THB YAZOO FRONT, ANP A PORTION OF THE TKNSAfl FRONT^ 

FOR FLOOD OF lti«53. 

fWltb nil iippToziinate determiiiAtioii of the dlflcbaryre of the 8«iiit FntnciB mod Yasoo riTors. by Hon- 
t«r 8t«<w»it, United 8totc« aMUtukt engiaeer. Paity of Hunter Stewart and Homer P. Sitter, 
« naitad States asalataat eofineera.) 

BCOPB OF WORK. 

The leork contemplated io the letter of iDBtructions of February 25, consisted of 
an examination ana an approximate determination of the amonut of water escape 
fh>m the Mississippi Bi ver over the folio wfDg portions of its banks : Ttie Saint Francia 
Fit)Dt, or the right bank from Commerce, Mo., to Helena, Ark., the Yazoo Front, or 
the left bank from Honi Lake to Vicksburg, and the Tensas Front, or the right baok 
from the month of Cypress (;reek to the mouth of Bed Biver. 

This was afterwaroa amended by the letter of iustractions of March 13, which lim- 
ited the examination of the Tensas Front to that portion of it which lies above 
Delta, La. 

OUTFIT. 

The steamer S. C. Baker, equipped with a single crew, was assigned for this service. 
The engineer force consisted of Messrs. Hunter Stewart and Homer P. Bitter, United 
States assistant engineers. I take pleasure in acknowledging the efficient and vala* 
able services rendered by Mr. Bitter. 

JOURNAL. 

Monday, February 26, 1883 : The party left Saint Louis on board the steamer S. G. 
Baker at 6 p. m. 

Tuesdav; February 27 : This day was consumed in making the run from Carondelet 
to Daniel's Landing. 

Wednesday, February 28 : Arrived at Cairo at 8 a. m ; coaled steamer. Left Cairo 
at X p* uUf examined the right bank from the upper side of Bird's Poiut to the lower 
portion of Lucas Bend. 

Thursday, March 1 : The examination of the right bank was continued ; that por- 
tion lying between the lower portion of Lucas Bend and Lazelle's Landing was gone 
over. 

Friday, March 2 : The portion of the Saint Francis Front situated between Lazelle's 
Landing and Osceola was examined. 

Satui^ay, March 3 : Coaled steamer at Plum Point. The work extended from Os- 
ceola to Eldorado. 

Sundav, March 4 : The examinatiou of the right bank was carried to Hopefield 
Point. Proceeded to Memphis, and telegraphed the office as per instructions. Found 
the river rising at Memphis : lay there the rest of the day. 

Monday, March 5: Lay all tne morning at Memphis. At 12 m., finding that the 
rise during the previous six hours was slight, left poit at 1 p. m. Examined the right 
bank from Hopefield to Graves Bayou, ^rived at Norfolk Landing at 5 p. m. ; asoer* 
tained that the river had risen 7 inches between the morning of the 3d and the morn- 
ing of the 5th instant, and was continuing to rise. Lay at Norfolk Landing daring 
the night. 
Tuesday, March 6 : Lay here all day, as the river continued to ris*^. 
Wednesday, March 7 : The rise at Norfolk Landing during the night of the 6th and 
7th was but slight, and the news from Memphis indicated that the recent rise warn 
caused by the outflow from the Saint Francis Basin. Examined the right bank from 
Graves Bayou to Ashley Point, and the left bank from Norfolk Landing to Mhoon'a 
Landing. 

Thursday, March 8 : The right bank was examined from Ashley Point to the month 
of the Saint Francis Biver, and the left bank from Mhoon's Landing to Short Stop. 
The discharge of the Saint Francis Biver was measured at a point about 2i miles 
above its mouth. 

Friday, March 9 : The examination of the Saint Francis Front was completed. The 
section of the Yazoo Front comprised between Short Stop and Giendale was recon- 
noitered ; the levees were followed systematically. 

Saturday, March 10 : The examination of the Yazoo Front was continued. The 
levees were followed from Giendale to Friars Point. 

Sunday, March 11 : The examination of the Yazoo Front was continued and carried 
to Sunflower Landing. 

Monday, March 12: The examination of the Yazoo Front was oontinaed. The 
crevasse at Gilchrist, 3 miles below Australia, was gauged. Inquiries concerning the 
state of the levees were made, and they were reported and found lo be safe to Mound 
place. The examination of tne Tensas Front was commenced, and that imrtion situ- 
ated bet«i een the mouth of Cypress Creek and Arkansas City was inspected, and tha 
discharge along it gauged. 
Toeaday, March 13 : On the Yazoo Front the levee was reported and found to be 
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Intaet to Greenyille. On the TenuM Front the ezamination was earned to Leiand's 
Wedueflday, March 14 : The Tensas Front was examined from Leland's to Wilson's 

Point. On the Yazoo Front the levees were safe. 
Thorsday, March 15 : Coaled steamer. The EUeslie crevasses, on the Yazoo Front, 

were examined, and the examination of the Goodrich crevasse, on the Tensas Front» 

was commenced. 
Friday, March 16 : The examination of the Goodrich crevasse wan completed. The 

levees on the right bank were reported intact to Delta ; the Yassoo River was gauged ; 

proceeded to Vicksbnrg, where orflers were received to discontinue the woik. The 

steamer 8. C. Baker was turned over to the captain of the same, as per instructions. 

METHODS OF OBSERVATIONS. 

The method of observation varied with the character of the outlet. The channels 
may be classified as follows : 

1. Over the natural surface of the bank. 

2. Over the top of the levee. 

3. Through a crevasse in the levee. 

4. Through open streams. 

(1.) Or<T the natural surface of Ihe hank. — The mode of observing for this character 
of outlet is described in the report on the examination of the Saint Francis Front for 
the flood of 1882. No material change was made this year, with the exception of the 
omission of the measurement of the water flowing directly o ver points— that is, leav- 
ing the river on the upper side, to retnrn immediately on the lower side, without any 
increase or diminution of volume. The action of the flood of 1882 indicated where 
this could be safely done. 

(2.) Over the top of the levee, — For the determination of the discharge occurring over 
the top of the levee, frequent soundings were taken, the velocity was measured with 
the log, and the length of submergence with the stadia. When the distance was too 
great to be measured, or the bends in the levee or thickness of the underbruBh pre- 
vented thtf use of the stadia, then the length of overflow was estimated. Whenever 
there was an important change either in the depth or the velocity of the escaping 
water, the distances applicable to the other elements of discharge were estimated. 
The depth and velocity for continuous submergence of the levee were found to remain 
very nearly nniform. This may be due to the fact that the levees were built to a 
grade which is, presumably, equal to the slope of the river at high water, and that 
there was but little variation in the fall of the water. 

(3.) Crecaeeein the {erae.— The discharge of a crevasse was obtained by measuring 
its width with the stadia, its surface velocity with the log, and determitiing its mean 
depth by sounding a cross-section, the number of soundings varying with the size of 
the crevasse. There are in the tabulation two discharges which were not obtained 
by direct measurement or observation — the Horn Lake crevasses on the Yazoo Front, 
'and the Luna crevasse on the Tensas Front. A personal inspectiim of these was 
omitted on account of the reliable information received coiioemiug them. 

(4.) Open eireame, — In the case of small open streams, a cross-section was sounded, 
the soundings being placed approximately equidistant, the sarface velocity was 
measured with the log, and the width was estimated. 

In the gauging of the Saint Francis and Yazoo rivers, the soundings were located 
either with the stadia or with the transit, the velocity was obtained by means of rod- 
floatSy and the width of the cross-section was determined by stadia measurement. 

COMPUTATION. 

The following formula is used in computing discharge: 

Q = V X W X S X C; 
Wherein: 

Q = discharge. 

V = measured velocity. 
W = width of cross-section. 

8 = mean depth of cross-section. 

C = coefficient of reduction. 
The following is a list of coefficients generally used in the computations : 
For open streams, mean velocity = suH'ace velocity X •8. 
For crevasses and flow over the levee, mean velocity = surface velocity X .7. 
For discharge over the bank, mean velocity = surface velocity X .7 ; and efi^eotive 
area = measured area X .9. 

Q = y X Wx 8 X C, where, C = .65, 

In special cases other coefficients are used — ^for instance, for the escape in Beck- 
with's Bend (Saint Francis Front) .5 is used, owing to the great amount of drift 
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which was banked op against the timber, and in the oompntation of the dischaiso 
of the Yazoo Biver, a coefficient of .92 is naed to reduce measured to mean velocity oa 
account of the immersion of the rod-floats. 
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A table is given below of the relation of the stages of the floods of 1882 and 1889 
from Cairo to Vicksbnrg ; also the relation of the stage at which the observations 
were made to that of the maximum stage of this year, giving the respective dates. 

Cairo to VUMfurg {flood atagea). 



LoeaUty. 



Cairo, m 

Widow Meroer's, Mo , 

O'Bryan'a, ICo 

Belmont. ICo 

Salnioa*«, Ky 

Hickiiiso.Ky 

Saint Jamee Aa3roii, Mo 

Leater's.Ky 

I>onaUlson*8 Point, Mo 

Morrison's Landing, Mo .... 

Toney*8 Landing, Mo 

Point Pleasant, Mo , 

BataeU's Landing, Mo 

Cottonwood Point, Mo 

Bockner's Landing, Mo 

Fnlton, Tenn 

Month Hatchee River, Tenn 

Randolph, Tenn 

Pecan Point. Mo 

Thomas Landing, Tenn 

Rpdman*B Landing, Mo 

Memphis. Tenn 

Korfulk Landing, Miss 

Commerce Landing, Miss... 

Mhoon's Landing, Miss 

Bordeaux Point, Miss 

Austin, Miss 

Helena. Ark 

Belts, Miss 

Saint Louis Landing, Ark . . 
Sunflower Landing, Miss. . . . 

Pushmataha, Miss 

Australia, Miss 

Oilohrist*s,Mi8S 

Laoonia. Ark 

Concordia, Miss 

Cumbyville, Ark 

Riverton. Miss 

Osark Island, Ark 

Niblett's. Miss 

Bolirar.Miss 

Cstflsh Point, Miss 

Butaw, Misa 

Mound Place, Miss 

Arkannas City, Ark 

Oaines Landin g, Ark 

Llewellyn's, Ark 

Lnna Landing, Ark 

Oreenville, Miss 

Leland's Ark 

Refuge, Miss 

Olmora, Miss 

Ross Landing, Ark 

Ashton,La 

Wilson^s Point, La 

Lake ProTidence, La 

BUeslie,Misa 

Oondrioh's, La 

Yloksbnrg, Miss 



Date of 


obserra* 


tion flood 


of 180. 


Feb. 28 


Feb. 28 


Feb. 28 


Mar. 1 


Mar. 1 


Mar. 1 


Mar. 1 


Mar. 1 


Mar. 1 


Mar. 1 


Mar. 1 


Mar. 1 


Mar. 2 


Mar. 2 


Mar. 2 


Mar. 8 


Mar. 8 


Mar. 8 


Mar. 3 


Mar. 8 


Mar. 4 


Mar. 6 


Mar. 7 


Mar. 7 


Mar. 7 


Mar. 8 


Mar. 8 


Mar. 10 


Mar. 10 


Mar. 11 


Mar. 11 


Mar. 12 


Mar. 12 


Mar. 12 


Mar. 12 


Mar. 12 


Mar. 12 


Mar. 12 


Mar. 12 


Mar. 12 


Mar. 12 


Mar. 12 


Mar. 12 


Mar. 12 


Mar. 12 


Mar. 13 


Mar. 13 


Mar. 18 


Mar. 18 


Mar. U 


Mar. 14 


Mar. 14 


Mar. 14 


Mar. 14 


Mar. 14 


Mar. 15 


Mar. 16 


Mar. 16 


Mar. 16 



Bate of 
maximum 
stage, 1888. 



Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Feb. 
Feb. 



27 
27 
27 
27 
28 
26 
27 
28 
28 
1 
27 
28 



Feb. 28 
Feb. 26 
Mar. 1,2 



Mar. 1 

Feb. 28 

Mar. 4 

Mar. 6-8 

Mar. 9 



Mar. 


7.8 


Mar. 


10 


Mar. 


8 


Mar. 


8.9 


Mar. 


6 


Mar. 


10 


Mar. 10, 11 



Mar. 10 
Mar. 10 
Mar. 10 



Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 



9-12 
11 
11 
10 
10 
11 
8 
11 
11 
12 
12 
12 

10-12 
11 
16 
25 
10 
14 
14 

11-14 
14 



Maximum 

stage, 1888, 

reH maxi* 

mum stage, 

1882. 



Apr. 



0.80 
0.38 
0.66 
0.48 
0.33 
0.82 
0.46 
0.60 
a83 
0.26 
0.17 
0.88 



0.17 
0.25 



0.08 
0.00 
0.13 



0.04 
0.16 
0.12 
0.04 
0.04 
0.17 



FmL 



0.54 
0.50 
0.50 



0.00 



0.40 
0.58 
a 42 
0.60 
0.67 
0.86 
0.80 
0.42 



0.83 
0.40 
a 42 
0.88 
0.67 
0.67 
0.92 
0.50 
l.Od 
0.75 
0.40 
0.68 
a58 
1.32 
0.80 
1,17 
0.50 
L17 
1.00 
2.40 
1.85 
1.86 
S.50 
4.96 



Obaervatioa 

stage, 1889, 

reCmaxl* 

mumstageL 

188S. 



Fsst 



0.00 



0.00 



aoo 



0.00 



0.00 

o.*oo" 



0.00 
0.00 



0.00 



0.00 



0.00 

aoo 



0.00 

aoo 



aoo 



FmL 

aos 
aot 



aif 



aoo 



a 09 

0.1T 

au 



aot 



ao9 
ao6 
air 



ao9 



ao9 
a 05 
ass 



ao9 
ao9 
ax 
a89 



aas 
aoo 
aos 



ais 

aii 



0.09 

a OS 
aos 
aoo 
ao9 
ao6 



aoo 
ao9 
ao6 
ao6 
aoo 
a7S 
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JJJHT WHAJXC1B TRONTy COMHSRCB, MIB80URI, TO HSLBNA, ▲RKAKSAB. GBNSRAI. 

DESCRIPTION OF OVERFLOW. 

From Commerce, Mo., to within five miles of Bird's Point, there was no appreciable 
escape from the rirer. On the upper side of Bird's Point there was a larse anantity 
of water leaving the river, the ^eater part of which returned between Bird's Point 
and CBryan's. A portion of O'Brvan's farm was above overflow. From O'Bryan's to 
the lower portion of Lucas Bend there was a large escape, while from the upper side 
of Belmont Point to nearly midway of Wolf Island chnte there was considerable re- 
turn flow. There was some escape in the lower portion of Wolf Island Chute, and 
^nite a volume of water leaving the river in Beckwith's Bend, and there was a con- 
tinnons return flow from chute of Island No. 6 to the middle of the bend of Island No. 
8. From the lower portion of the bend of No. 8 to the upper side of Donaldson's Point, 
a large escape took place, while there was a vast quantity of water returning to the 
river I>etwet4n Donaldson's Point and New Madrid. From a short distance below New 
Madrid to the head of Island No. 11, the bank was exposed ; from Point Pleasant to 
Phillips' Landing the bank was overflowed ; Ruddle's Point was exposed. 

From Stewart's Landing to Craighead Point there was a continuous submergence of 
the natural bank, btit there was not a movement in the overflow for all of the distance, 
owing to the action of the levees in the rear. In the vicinity of Qayoso there was a 
retnm flow during the maximum stage of the flood of 1883, while at the observation 
stage, and presumabl v at the maximum stage of the flood of 1882, there was an escape 
from the river. In the bend of Island No. 34 there were only three small crevasses. 
Morgan's Point was submerged on the upper side with no current in the overflow, the 
point itself was exposed, and on its lower side there was a slight submergence. There 
was no escape or return flow in the bend of No. 35. From Hampson and Ferguson's 
to Peean Point the bank was mostly out of water. From Pecan Point down MoGa- 
vock chute, and round the old bend of Island No. 37 to Viola Landing, the right bank 
was 2 feet out of water. From Viola Landing to Pacific Landing tJiere was no over^ 
flow. From Turner's woodyard to Hopefield there was a continuous overflow. There 
was one break in the levee on the lower side of Hopefield Point, and another at about 
the middle of President's Island Bend, through both of which the water was flowing 
into the river. 

At McConnell's Landing the land was mostly out of water, but where it was over* 
flowed there was an escape taking place. From McConnell's to Beeves' the levee was 
not submerged. At Harris' and below Scanlan's, the overflow was stationary. In 
Cow Island Bend there was a slight escape, aud the levee in the rear of Cat Island 
was intact. From Harcklerode's to Helena there was a continuous overflow. The 
Saint Francis River was ganged at a point about 2^ miles above its mouth, where the 
light bank was exposed. 

The examination was closed by observing the movement of the overflow along the 
left bank of .the 8aint Francis from the location of the discharge section to its mouth. 

RESULTS. 

Cnbio feet per eeeond. 

Net escape or probable error, Commerce to New Madrid 45,000 

Summation for section below New Madrid 

Ewsape to Phillips' 50,000 

Betnm flow, vicinity of Stewart's Landing 10,000 

Net escape at Batsell's Landing 40,000 

Escape Batsell's to Island No. 14 90,000 

Escape at Island No. 14 130,000 

Betomflow, Gayoso 95,000 

Net escape, Gayoso 35,000 

Escape, BeU's Point to Wright's Point 175,000 

Net escape to Wright's Point 210,000 

Betum flow, Barfleld 25,000 

Net escape, Barfleld 185,000 

Escape from Barfleld to Daniel's Point 48,000 

Escape from Daniel's Point to Lanier's 7H,000 

Net escape at Lanier's 311,000 

Betnm flow, Bend of No. 35 2,000 

Net escape to Pecan Point 309,000 

Esoape, Fogelman's Chute to HoUybush Landing 64,000 
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Cabio tttik per mooM. 

Ket escape at Holl^bush Landing 373,000 

BetnmnoWy vicinity of Mound City 18,000 

Ket escape at Monnd City ^ 355,000 

Escape, Moand City to Hopefield 58,000 

Net escape at Hopefield 413,000 

Betnrn flow, Hopefleld to McConnelPs • 17,000 

Net escape above McConnell's 396,000 

Escape^ McConaell's to Graves Bayon 13,000 

Net escape at Graves Bayon 409,000 

Net escape between Graves Bayon and Excelsior P. O ^,000 

Net escape at Conncil Bend 4:i:i,000 

RetDTn flow in Council Bend 76,000 

Net escape at Johnson's Landing .. 357,000 

Escape from Johnson's Landing to Walnut Bend 114,000 

Net escape, head of Walnnt Bend 471,000 

Return flow, Walnnt Bend 99,000 

Net escape, foot of Walnut Bend 372,000 

Return flow, Walnnt Bend to mouth of Saint Francis River 139,000 

Net escape at the mouth of Saint Francis River 233,000 

The ridge on which New Madrid is situated was not covered either by the flood of 
18*2 or by that of 1883. Ttie town of New Madrid was submerged during both of 
these floods, but its site is not on the crest of the ridge. It has albo been learned 
from reliable information of residents of this section that little, if any, overflow 
water escaped over or through this ridge into the lower section of the Saint Francis 
Bottoms. In view of this fact, taken in connection with the uncertainty of the escape 
of any overflow water through the depression between Big Prairie and the Commerce 
high land, the net escape of 45,000 cubic feet per second above New Madrid, as ob- 
tained from the observations, is not included in the summation of net escape for points 
below. In this connection there is another fact to be taken into account, which is, 
that the quantity of 45,000 cubic feet per second represents a very small probable error 
in the measurement, by such methods as were used, of 1,870,000 cubic feet per second, 
which is the arithmetical sum of the movement of overflow taking place over the 
bank of the river between Commerce and New Madrid. 

8AINT FRANCIS RIVBR. 

Cabio feet per aeeoad. 

Measured discharge 373,000 

Supply from the net escape from Mississippi River 233,000 

Supply from other sources, or excess of discharge 140,000 

The discharge of the Saint Francis River as given by the observations of March fL 
188:{, is greatly in excess of its estimated discharge at the maximum stage of the flooa 
of 18^, as made in tho report upon the same. 

The maximum stage of 1883, at the discharge section, was reported to be 1 foot be- 
low the maximum stage of 1882, and the reconnaissance of the Saint Franeis during 
the flood of 1882 was made at a stage .8 foot below the maximum of that year, so that 
the actual stages of the two examinations were very nearly equal. The estimate of 
the discharge for 1882 was, to a certain extent, based upon the discharge obseiv 
vation made at Madison, as there was no available outfit for gauging the Saint 
Francis near its month ; a section was sounded at about the same place where the 
discharge was observed in 1883, and the velocity was estimated by its apparent rel»> 
tion to the measured velocity at Madison. 

The greater velocity of the river during the flood of 1883 was very noticeable. 

The excess of the output of the Saint Francis over the net escape from the Missis- 
sippi River may represent the amount contributed by the tributaries of the Saint 
Francid, or these plus the error of the flood observations, or it may be due to the fact 
that the Saint Francis actually carried the escaping water at a more rapid rate owing 
to the comparatively low stane at its mouth. 

The fallowing table of change of stage shows that a very great amount of water 
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WM diMharged by the Saint Francis RiTer, from whatever sonroe it was received^ 
for from March 1-9 the river oscillated .15 foot at Memphis, rose 2.5 feet at Mhoon's^ 
and 3.3 feet at Helena. Thivi after the crest of the flood- wave, as propa^^ated down 
the river channel proper, had reached Memphis, and a fall had set in, the nse from the 
Saint Francis cansed an Increase of stage in the Mississippi as far above iU month aa 
Memphis. 

Table of change of stage. 



Date. 


Memphis. 


Mhoon's. 


Helena. 


Change. 


Feet 


Change. 


Feet 


Change^ 


Feet 


lianhl 


Rise. 

FaU. 
Stationary. 
Ststionary. 

Rise. 

Rise. 
Stationary. 
Stationary. 

FaU. 


a 05 
0.05 

aoo 

0.00 
0.10 
0.05 
0.00 
0.00 
0.15 


Rise. 
Rise. 
Rise. 
Rise. 
RIho. 
. Rise. 
Rise. 
Rise. 
FalL 


0.03 
0.16 
0.14 
0.72 
0.70 
0.40 
0.80 
0.06 
0.07 


Rise. 
Rise. 
Rise. 
Rise. 
Rise. 
Rise. 
Rise. 
Rise. 
Stationary. 


0.15 




0.26 




0.85 




0.76 




1.06 




0.50 




0.15 


8 


0.10 


9 


0.00 







Saint mraneie Froni^ 1883.~Ta6le of watet escape of 18^ over that portion of the right hank 
of the Miseiseippi Biver forming the front of the Saint Frande Bottom (Commerce, Mo., 
to BeUna, Ark,). 

(AsBBavTATioira: V, sotface veloofty in feet per aeoond. W, width, in feet, of the oroea-section t» 
which y and 8 are appUed. 8, sonndtngs in feet C, ooefficlenta naed to reduce V to mean veloc- 
ity and to eorrect erofis-84*ction ari^a for obstmctions. Z, ma^nietio ssimath of the direction of the 
coRent A, direction of cm rent; f, from river; t, toward river; p, paralli;!. Q, escape in cabio 
feet per second; with minns sign it iodicatea return flow. Q", net escape in cubic feet per second.) 



Feh.28 



28 
28 
28 



1 
1 
1 



1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

1 
1 
1 



Ka 



1 
2 

8 

4 
5 



7 
8 
9 



Locality. 



Above RaUroed transfer . . . , 
RaUroad transfer above 

Bird's Point 
Upper side of Bird's Point. . 

Above old Norfolk Landing 

Willow Hercei's 

1} mile below Norfolk Land- 
ing. 
Just above O'Bryan's 



Just below O'Bryan's 

Jarr's 

Lower portion Lucas Bend . 



10 h mile above B<»lmont. 

U {mile below Belmont 

12 ' TTpper portion Wolf Island 

Chnte. 
18 Middle of Wolf IsUnd 

Chute. 
14 Lower portion Wolf Island 
Chnte (over levee). 

16 Q. Beckwith's 

16 ^ 

17 

18 



Fferris Landing 

Middle of Beckwith's Bend . 
Sam Parker's 



18a: Chute of Ishind No. 6 

18 I Below foot of Island Na & 

30 

21 

22 



28 
24 
25 



Just above Saint James 
Bayou. 

Saint James Bayou 

Bend of No. 8 

Middle of Bend No. 8 



L6 

8.8 

LI 
LO 
L2 

LO 

3.8 
2.5 
2.8 

14 
0.8 
0.7 



LO 

2.5 
L7 
L5 
L6 

1.6 
0.6 
0.8 
L5 
L2 

L8 

as 

LO 



W 



6,400 

6,000 

3,000 

7,600 

11,000 

6,000 

5,600 

9,700 

10,400 

10,400 

7.500 

14.000 



8 



8,000 



6,000 

10,000 

8,000 

14,000 
9,000 

12,500 
9,000 
4»800 

110 

8,600 

14,500 



9.5 

11.0 

&0 
6.5 

8.0 

9.5 

9.0 
7.0 
7.0 

7.0 
4.5 
5.0 



LO 

9.0 

4.0 

10.0 

4.0 



.65 

.65 

.65 
.65 
.65 

.65 

.65 
.66 
.65 

.65 
.65 
.65 



Direction. 



280 
260 



ao 

5.5 
7.0 
&5 

8.4 
5.5 
6.5 



.5 
.66 

.65 
.65 
.65 
.65 
.66 

.7 

.66 

.66 



205 
280 

S 

70 
8 
845 

275 

825 

S 



75 

io' 



25 
41 
45 
25 

45 

8 

29 



/ 
/ 

t 

t 
t 



t 
t 

t 



85.000 
68,200 

118,000 



—lO, 700 
—31,700 
-^,600 

—37,000 



108,100 
110,800 
108.800 



—66,200 
—18,200 
—31,900 



/ 



C 

( 
t 
t 

t 

t 
t 



8,000 



26,600 
75,000 
38,800 



—21,000 
—21,100 
—85.800 
-^1.400 
—28,500 

— 8.400 

— 9.100 
— 6L800 



Q" 



216,209 



68,20a 



896,409 



284,109 



426,909 



186^300 
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Saint FraneiB t)rofU^ 1863.— Totle 0/ wOer Moape of 1883, ^0.— Continiied. 



DrtOb 


Ko. 


LocoUtj. 


V 


W 


H 


G 


Direotion. 


Q 


^ 


Z 


A 

! 

t 
t 
t 
t 

t 
t 
t 

t 


1888. 

ICor. 1 
1 
1 


26 
27 
28 
29 
80 

SOa 

81 

82 

88 

84 

84a 

85 

8Sa 

9Sb 

86 
87 

88 
89 
40 

41 
42 
48 

44 

45 
46 

47 

48 
48a 

49 

50 

51 

51a 

52 

52a 

6'ib 

58 

54 

65 

56 

57 
58 

69 
60 
61 

62 

68 

68a 

64 

64a 

94b 

65 

66 
67 

71 

72 

78 

74 
76 
77 
78 


Lower portton Bend No. 8 . . 

Phillipo' 

Oppoofte Lester's 


2.0 

as 

LO 
L4 
2.6 

L5 
LO 
LO 
LO 
LO 


12,900 

11,400 

8,800 

5,300 

4,100 

10,400 

8,900 

8,700 

11.800 

17,000 


6.5 
6.6 
&6 
&5 
7.0 

7.5 

7.6 

ILO 

18.0 

8.5 


.66 
.65 
.65 
.65 
.66 

.66 
.65 
.65 
.65 
.65 




100 

80 

74 

5 

90 

"iii" 
lot 

80 
55 


109,000 
82,600 

4^6oo 

31,800 
48,500 




1 
1 


Opposite Stote line 

JnaKe Bilev*s 






nonoldiwn'fl Point 


466^ 80« 


1 


—76^100 
—48,400 
—62,200 
—99,700 
—93,900 

— 8,000 

— 1,600 
— 2^000 


1 


Attiberrv's 




1 


C. A . l4urorge. 




1 






1 


Morrison's 




1 


Saint John^s Boyon 




1 

1 

1 


Little or Dry Bovoa 

Vicinity of Dry Bayon 

Town of NewModrid 

Net escope or proboble error 

obove Kew Madrid. 
Point Pleosant to PkilUpa' 
Phillips' 


2.1 

2.0 

Slaok 


60 
1,200 


l&O 

16.0 

2.5 


0.8 
.66 


80 
80 














45,409 




LI 
L7 

0.2 
0.2 

a5 

L8 
L8 
L7 

LO 
0.8 
2.8 
2.0 

L7 


18^000 
600 

6^000 

60 

1.600 

14,000' 
14,000 
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^000 
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2.5 

4.0 

2aL0 

4.0 
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5.0 
2.0 

&0 

9.0 

ILO 

&0 
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.66 
.65 

.66 
0.8 
.65 

".'is' 

.65 

.65 
.65 
0.8 
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60 
90 

860 

20 

6 

60 
8<t 
20 

115 
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325 
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26 


t 

t 

T 
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40.800 
L409 


1 
1 






Above Cnsbion Lake Boyoa 

Cushion Loke Boyon 

Stewort's Landing 


48,709 


2 
2 

2 


— 7,600 

— 200 
~ 2,000 




Botsell's Londinc 


89^709 


2 


59.100 
80.900 


2 






2 


Above Island Ko. 14 

Below Islond Ko. 14 


128.709 


2 


—27 800 
-28.400 
— 5,100 
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2 


Above Ooyooo 
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2 


Boyoa ot Goyoso «... 

Below Ooyoso 






Bell's Point 


84,909 


2 
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35,000 


2 


Chnte of Islonda 16 ond 17 

(estimoted). 
Heod of chute Islond No. 18 

Chnte of Island No. 18 

do 




2 
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L4 
Slack 

L5 

0.8 
L5 
2.6 
L7 
L8 
L8 

0.4 
LO 

L8 
Slock. 
L4 

0.7 

0.7 
L5 
2.8 
L5 
L5 
2.7 

LO 
0.2 

0.8 

L2 
L8 
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Slock. 
0.8 
0.7 


iooo 


6.0 
4.0 
8.0 
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2 


.65 


71 
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5,600 




2 


Holf'Moon Boyon 

Foot of chnte of Islond No. 

18. 
Over levee 




2 

2 
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14,000 

14,000 

160 

7,800 

9.500 

12,000 

9,000 
6,000 

6,000 

"5,260' 

6,000 

8,600 
9,500 

100 

4,000 

10,000 

560 

1,000 
4.000 

7,500 

9.000 
7,500 


8.0 

LO 
8.0 
4.5 
8.0 
2.5 
2.5 

8.0 
4.5 

4.0 
40 
7.5 

8.0 

4.5 
2.6 
2.0 
LO 
8.0 
8.0 

LO 
2.0 

2.0 

L5 
2.5 


0.7 

0.7 
.66 

0.7 
.65. 
.65 
.65 

.65 
.65 

.66 

".'65* 

.65 

.65 

.65 

.7 

.7 
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.7 

.65 
.66 

.65 

.65 
.65 


"■57* 
46 
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4 
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50 

"76* 
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46 

"'35' 

"28* 

80 

80 
26 


f 
f 

\ 

t 
i 

f 
f 

t 

\ 

t 
t 

f 


1.600 

7,800 
40.900 

1.100 
34,200 
20,100 
25,400. 




2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


Jackson's Store to Midway 

Midwov Lending 

Below Hoi&nsn's Londing.. 

Hickmon's Landing 

Wrisht's Point 






finckner's Landing 


209^809 


2 


— 7,000 
—17,500 


2 


Borfleld Londing 






1| miles below Borfleld 

0*Donners Londing 


186^800 


2 
2 


20,200 
""35,560' 


2 


Conodian Beach.. 7 






1 mile above Daniel's Point . . 
Fletcher's Londing 


241,299 
232,299 


2 


-8,200 


2 


17.600 

28,200 

400 

4,200 
29,300 

8.100 


2 


Below Blmot ....." 




8 


Sons Sonci 




8 
8 


Vicinity of Tonsas Londing. 
Craighead Point 




8 


LanGtr's 






Preston's Londinff 


810.909 


3 


-000 
—1.000 


3 


Hompson's 






Jnst obove Tamer's wood- 
yard. 
Middle of Fogelman's Chnte. 
Foot of Fogelmon's Chnte . . 

Bldorado 


88<^X99 


8 

8 
8 


2,900 

10.500 
18,700 


4 




4 


James* -. 


*ii,'6o6 

fli.Aoa 


8.5 
8.5 
L5 












4 


Strotitman's 

Hollvbnsh Tnindlnff 


.65 
.65 


57 
846 


'f 


20,900 
16,400 








W. • , _w- 


878, 4M 
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Saimt FraneU Front, 1883.— To^Ie of water eocape of 1883, ^.— ContinaecL 



.-. 


Ha 


Utt 




fw. 1 


79 




80 




81 




■ • * ■ 




81a 




82 




88 




84 




88 




86 




87 




88 




89 




80 




91 




92 




83 




94 




95 




96 




96a 




97 




96 




90 




100 




101 




102 




102a 




103 




104 




105 




106 




107 




107a 




108 




109 




UO 




111 




112 




112a 




112& 




lis 




114 




115 




116 




117 



LoooUty. 



Bayoa at Kooad City 

do 

Above Mound City (orer 

levee). 

Break in leTee 

Below Mound City (over 

levee). 
Lower end Chicken Idood 

Cbnte. 
Upper side of Hopefield 

K»li 



^oint 
.do 



Hopefield Point 



Upper portion President's 

IsliinaBAnd. 
Middle of President's Island 

Bend. 
Lower portion of President's 

Island Bend. 
14 miles above Beeve's 

Landing. 

Hsrris' Londin^c 

Scanlon's Landing 

Cow Island Bend 

Yidnity of Graves Bay on . . 



Harckelrode's 

Horseshoe Lake Bayoa. . , 
Below Bayon 



4 miles levee 

Bxoelsior Postoffloe 



Conncil Bend 

do 

do 



1 mile above Johnson's 
Lsnding. 

Johnson's Landing 

Peters 

Upper dde Ashley Point- .. 



Wslnnt Bend. 

do 

do 

. . . . . do ....... 

do 



.do 



Harding's Point, crossing 

point flrom apper sida 
Upperportion Saint Francis 

Chnte of Saint Francis Isl- 
and. 
Saint Francis Bead 

14 miles above mouth Saint 

Francis. 
' From tbedischai^ section 
of the Saint Francis 
River, located 24 miles 
above Its month to the 
month, observations 
taken over the left bank 
of the Saint Francis 
Biver. 
et escape from New Mod- 
rid ezclnsive of the 
amount of overflow water 
returned by the Saint 
Francis Biver. 
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DUekargt of iks 8ain$ Fram/dU Biver, March 6, 1883. 



Partial 
crow-iec- 
tf ou areas, 

sqaare 
feet. 


Measured 

velocity, 

feet per 

second. 


Partial 

dlMharfcsv 

cnbio feet 

per 

■eoond. 


11,660 

15,860 

18,420 

7,380 


11.5 

10.0 

&7 

&8 


184.000 

153.000 

116,754 

61,254 


47,829 




465»606 





Coefficient to lednce measared velocity to mean velootty, .8: true discharge, 465,696 y .8»873,00O 
cnbio feet per second ; cross-section area, 47,820 sqaare feet ; width, 885 feet ; mean depth, 57.8 feet; 
Bean velocity, 7.8 feet per second. Stajce (maximum of 1883) 1 foot below hlieh water, lto2. 

The dinobam section was liicated at the Smiley Plantation abont 2^ miles above the month of the 
8Aint Francis Kiver. The right bank was ont of water and the left bank was covered two (2) feet 
deep. The base line was located on the left bank and was 300 feet long, measured by stadia. Two 

Krallel range lines were located by the prismatic compass. The ftngie of the discharge section and 
se line was W> 30'. 

Pour rod-floats with 10 feet immersion were nu ; the time was taken with an ordinary watch. The 
positions of sonndings and their distances were measured by stadia. 



TAZOO FRONT. 

There were two breaks in the Horn Lake levee which were of the same dimensions 
as those that occurred during the flood of 1882. Thene had been muehly repaired 
by the inhabitants after the subsidence of the flood of last year, but Uie new work 
was washed away by the hi^h water of this year. The output was small, and capa- 
ble of beinff cared for by the local drains, until the river ovemowed the bank between 
Harklerode's and Star Landing, when it was backed up and overflowed a considerable 
portion of the De Soto Front. These breaks were nut visited, and the estimate of 
their discharge was made from information received. 

A portion of the unleveed bank between Norfolk and Star Landings was barely 
covered, with no appreciable current in the overflow. This fact will account for the 
discrepancy in the widths of '* outlet for overflowed banks" that exists in the tabu- 
lated results of the floods of 1882 and 1883. 

Tt)e following facts were obtained concerning the action of the river at Norfolk 
Landing during the high water of February and March, 1883. From February 28 to 
March 2 the river was stationary ; March 2 and 3 there was a slight fall ; fmm 9 a. m. 
March 3, to 9 a. m. March 5, there was a rise of seven (7) inches ; March 5 to 7 there 
was a continuation of the rise ; the exact amount was not measured ; March 7 to 9 
there was a rise of two inches, the flood reaching its maximum on March 9. This 
data, taken in connection with the gauge- readings at Memphis, Mhoon's, and Helena, 
shows the effect ot the return flow from the Saint Francis bottoms. 

From a short distance below Star Landing to 2^ miles belo^ Commerce, the levee 
was intact, and for the greater part of this stretch almost entirely exposed on both 
sides. 

The levees were followed from Commerce to Hnlberton, or Hughes, with the fol- 
lowing results: From 2| miles below Commerce to 1 mile below Mhoon's Landing 
there were 49 outlets through which the water was escaping from the river; fboml 
mile below Mhoou's to McRinney Bavou (inclusive) there were 11 inlets through 
which the water was returning to the river; from McKlnney Bayou to Qlendale there 
were 45 outlets and 1 inlet, and from Olendale to 2 miles above Hulberton there were 
29 outlets. 

From Hulberton to 2 miles above Sunflower Landing the levees were intact, but a 
portion of this tract was submerged by water that escaped above. 

The overfl«>w water in the ^ap of 2 miles jast above Sunflower Landing was sounded 
and found to have no appreciable current. There were reported two crevasses in the 
levee which joins the line of the second Mississippi levee district with the Totten 
Bidge. These were not visited, as the water escaping through them had already been 
gauged. 

From Sunflower Landing to the end of the second levee district there were only 
two localities where the levee had given way ; i. «., at Gilchrist^ a short distance 
below Australia, there was one crevasse, and at £lleslie, opi>OBite Lake Providenoei 
there were three crevasses. These were visited and ganged. 

The Yasoo River was ganged at a section a few hnndred yards below the debonchnre 
of Steele Bayon. 
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RESULTS. 

The detailed estimates for the discharge of all oatlets will be foand in the tabula- 
tion, which gives : 

1. The approxi mate location of the oatlet. 

2. The cnaraeter of the outlet. 

3. The surface velocity of the water. 

4. The width of the outlet. 

5. Menu depth of outlet. 

6. CoeflScient of reduction. 

7. Date of observation. 

8. Stage of water at the date of observation, referred to the maximum of 1883. 

9. Stage of water at the date of observation, referred to the maximum of ld82. 

10. Direction of flow. 

11. Discharge and partial summation of discharges, in cubic feet per second. 

12. Net discharge, in cubic feet per second. 

OEITBRAL SUMMATION. 

Cubio feet per Moond. 

Escape between Horn Lake and Star Landing 13,000 

Escape Commerce to Mhoon's 137,000 

Escape to Mhoon's ISiO.OOO 

Return flow, Mhoon's to McKinney Bayou 4o,000 

Net escape to McKinney Bayou 102,000 

Escape between McKinney Bayou and Short Stop 38,000 

Escape between Short Stop audGlendale 151,000 

Net escape at Glendale 291,000 

Escape Olendaie to Friar's Point 158,000 

Escape Friar's Point to Hughes (i4.000 

Net escape at Hughes 513,000 

Escape at Gilchrist's 26.000 

Net escape at Gilchrist's 539,000 

Escape at Elleslie , 7,000 

Net escape in to the Yazoo Bottoms 546, 000 

WidtJu of ouileU, — The table of summation of the width of overflow is made for 
osmparison with a similar table in Mr. J. B. Johnson's report on the Yazoo Front for 
the flood of 1882. 

The ioorease in the width of the overflow iahing place over the levee is due to the 
iact that the examination of this year was made at a stage as near the maximum as 
was practicable, while the observation stage of tbe flood of 1882 was about 1 foot 
below tbe maximum, and there was a consequent omission of considerable portions 
that were submerged at the higher stage. 

The smaller distance given by the summation of the widths of crevasses is due to 
the closure of the breaks, and the permanence of the line in the second levee district. 

TahU of widths of overflow, Tazoo tVoKif 1883. 
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BEPORT OF THE MISSISSIPPI BIVER COMMISSION. 



DUeharge of the Yazoo River, March 16, 1883—2 p. m. 



Looality. 



Left bank.. 

Do... 

Do... 
Bight bank. 

Totftl 



a 



2. 
8. 



u 



15,640 
18, OM 
12,920 



47,250 



^1^ • 

"11 

n 



Pi 



1.52 
L64 
LOO 



in 



1.40 
1.42 
1.00 
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BffeotiTO width of croas-section, 778 feet; area of croaa-aeotion, 47,260 aqnare feet; mean depth, 61.1 
feet; mean velocity, 1.8 feet per aection; ooeffioient to reduce obaerved veloolty to mean, .92; dia- 
oharge, 61,800 cubic feet per aeoond. 

The diachar^e aection waa located 15 mflea, approximately, above the month of the Yaaoo Blver and 
Jnst below the j auction of Steele Bayou. 

The baae line waa located on the left bank at E. Corwent'a Pluitation ; the right bank waa snb- 
merged 6 feet, and the left bank waa ezpoaed 6| feet. 

The atage of the Yaaoo waa reported to be 8 feet, approximately, below the high water of 1882. 

The velocity waa meaaured by meana of rod*floata Immeraed 15 feet, timed by an ordinary watch ; 
looationa were made with a tranait ; diatanoea were meaaured with atadla. 

TBN8A.S FRONT. 

The MiasisBippI River front, of the Tensas Bottom extends from Cypress Creek to 
Red River. 

The examination of the flood was made only as far as Delta, La., for reasons before 
mentioned. 

As the instmctions stated explicitly that the work was to commence at Cypress 
Creek, no effort was made to obtain an estimate of the amonnt of water on the bot- 
toms between the hills and the mouth of Cypress Creek, a distance of 5 miles in an 
air line. Such an estimate ma^ be of importance, for although it Is only in excep« 
tional cases that the Mississippi River con tributes, stUl there is a considerable inflow 
over, this portion of the front tributary to the Tensas bottoms, and, were it pro- 
tected against overflow, all of the water that now escapes would become tributary to 
the Mississippi. 

RESULTS. 

The overflow water in the Tensas Bottom for the portion examined was reported to 
be relatively higher than in 1882. 

At Arkansas City the high water of 1883 was .7 foot lower than the high water 
of 1882, while the height of the wat«r in the rear of the levee was .5 foot lower than 
in 1882. At Goodrich's the high water of 1882 was 2.5 feet higher than the high wat«r 
of 1883, while the depth of the overflow on the plantation was, in 1882, only 1.5 feet 
greater than in 1883. 

The estimates for the discharge of all outlets will be found in the tabulation, which 
gives the same details as are mentioned in the section on the Yazoo Front. 

GENERAL SUMMATION. 

Cubic feet per aeoond. 

Flow into the river from Wilbum's to 3,000 

Escape, to 2 miles below Chicot 44,000 

Net escape, to 2 miles below Chicot 41,000 

Return flow, from 2 miles below Chicot to the Gordon Place 48, 006 

Net flow into the river at Gordon's 7,000 

Escape, Gordon's to Llewellyn's 84,000 

Net escape at Llewellyn's 77^000 

Return flow, Llewellyn's to Linwood 6,000 

Net escape at Linwood 71,000 

Escape at Luna 31,000 

Escape at Whiskey Chute 3,000 

Escape at Ashton 24,000 

Escape at Goodrich's 59,000 

Net escape at Goodrich's 188,000 
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5.^TaZOO, TBN8A8, AND ATCHAFALATA BASINS, FLOOD OF 1884. 

(By John EwenSi United States Assistant Engineer.) 

Unitbd Statbs Steamer Patrol, 

August 9, 1884. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit herewith my report of the investigation of the flood 
escape into the Tazoo and Tensas Basins during high water of 1884 ; also^ discharge 
measurements made on the Mississippi River at various points, on the Saint Francis 
and Yazoo Rivers, and in Bayou La Fourche, together with tables showing maximum 
stages of the river at various points, and also miscellaneous crevasse measurements 
made from Memphis to New Orleans. All done in accordance with your instrucUons 
of February 28, 1884. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

JOHN EWENS, 
United Slates Assistant Engineer, 
First Lieut. Smith S. Leach, 

Corps of Engineers^ U. S. Army^ 

Secretary Mississippi Biver Commission. 



REPORT. 



I received instructions by express at Memphis, Tenn., on the evening of February 
27, 1884. Preparations were immediately made, and party left the morning of the 
Sdth, at 10 o'clock. An earlier start would have been made were it not for the freesE- 
ing cold and stormy condition of the weather. My instructions were to determine the 
water escape into the Tazoo Basin from Horn Lake to Helena, and to pay no attention 
to the Saint Francis side. I was to visit all crevasses, new or old, in the Yazoo Front 
as far as Cypress Creek ; to ascertain the amount of water going through the levee 
from Amos Ridge down to the Mississippi below Sunflower, on the Yazoo side. Re- 
ported crevasses only were to be visited. The flow into Tensas from Cypress Creek 
to Ashton was to be determined ; below Ashton, on the Tensas side, reported crevasses 
only were to be visited in addition to the above. The discharge of the Mississippi was 
to be measured at Hays' Landing, Mississippi. The discharge of the Saint Francis 
and the Yazoo Rivers was also to be taken. On arrivius at Vicksburg, after complet- 
ing the work noted above, instructions were received irom you by telegraph to con- 
tinue the crevasse discharge measurements and flood work down to New Orleans, 
which was done. 

Party. — The work was accomplished by my regular engineering party, which is 
composed solely of the regular crew of the United States steamer Patrol. The steamer 
was used in every case where practicable, but, on account of the levees being situated 
back fh>m the river ftont, skins had to be employed nearly exclusivelv. 

In general, where skiffs can be used on river work they are far supenor to any other 
conveyance for rapid work, which, in torn, means economy not only of time but fael 
as well. 

Method, — ^As has been stated above, the general location of the levees made it nec- 
essary to do the work with skiffs the great part of the distance traversed. As the out- 
lets were principally through the levees, I found it necessary to follow them inces- 
santly in order to secure complete measurements of the flood-escape through them. 
In many cases I found the levee over 6 miles back from the river bank. This was the 
case particularly in bends where, for economy in building, they were run across the 
necks or peninsulas at these noints. The plan of working was as follows : The work 
of each day was so arranged that the steamer could be sent ahead to some landing 
that the field party in all probability would make the same night; this arrangement 
reduced the fuel expense aoout half, and retarded the wear of the machinery to a con- 
siderable extent. The work on each outlet consisted of a preliminary examination, 
which included the nature of the outlet, its cause, its present and probable future 
effect. The discharge in number of cubic feet of water passing through the break was 
then determined. The details of this work were as follows: 

1. The section width of the outlet was determined. In cases where the section 
width was quite great, the measurements were made with a stadia rod. In cases 
where the section width was, say, between 50 and V2^ feet, the measurements were 
made with the sounding line, which was a very quick yet accurate way of securing it. 

!2. A transverse section across the outlet was next sounded. These sohndings were 
taken with a three-eighths iuch cotton line graduated to feet, and having a Impound 
lead attached. In taKing the soundings the boat was kept on a line between the ends 
of the levee, or points limiting the cross-section. Where the current was too swift to 
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hold ap against it the soandings were taken by ranning up above the section and then 
drifting baok over the section. A sufficient number or soundings were taken to give 
a quite well defined contour of the bed of the outlet. 

3. The surface velocity was then taken at as many points of the section as possible. 
As it was impossible to employ floats, a device known as ship's lo^ was used In taking 
the velocity observations. This device is made of wood, and consists of a quarter seg- 
ment of a circle having a diameter of about 12 inches, and a surface thickness of 1 inch. 
The curved edge of this segment is covered with a thin sheet of lead sufficient to give it 
a vertical position when in the water. This log is attached to a fine seagrass line by three 
fine wires. Two of the wires are detachable. This connection at the ap^x is made per- 
manent, so as to draw in the log when the observation is completed. The two detacha - 
ble strings that connect the log with the reel line terminate in two corks, which fit into 
two holes in the extremities of the curved and weighted part of the log. When the ob- 
servation is complete, a slight twitch of the line pulls out these corks; the log by this 
means is easily drawn in, as it is in this condition nothing more than a small piece of 
tbiu board floating on the water surface. The grass line to which the log is attached 
is rolled in on an ordinary fishing reel, that has a small brake or clutch attachment 
for arresting the progress of the line at any desired point. The line is graduated into 
feet; every tenth foot is marked by pieces of line of color different from that of the 
line, and from each other. A stop-watch measuring one-fifth of a second was used 
in taking the time. The point of section where the velocity was to be determined 
having been selected, the SKiff was held, either by anchoring or bv holding upon the 
oars; the lo^ was then launched and allowed a preliminary run of several feet, until 
it adjusted itself to the natural flow of the water: when time was called, the stop- 
watch was started, and the foot-mark or fractional division of the line that left the 
reel at same instant noted. When the line had nearly reached its limit on the 
reel, time was called again, the reel brake applied, and the watch stopped. These two 
quantities being determined, the surface velocity was deduced from them. In taking 
these observations care was taken to avoid the influence of eddies and boils, and a 
reach of the surface over which the velocity was visibly uniform was always sought 
after and used where possible. In addition to the above, the following points which 
are salient in crevasse investigation were determined: 

1. Was the flow through a regular break or over the levee f 

2. Was the flow free, or was iti-etarded by obstructions before reaching the section ; 
were these obstructions in the bed of the section ; was the bed of the section a natu- 
ral one, or was it covered with a growth of young trees or underbrush f 

3. Was the direction of the flow normal to, or at an angle with, section line f 

4. Were there eddies or boils on a section line between center lines of the two ends 
of the levee, or limiting ends of the crevasse section f The presence or absence of 
these would indicate whether there were deep holes excavated below the bed proper 
of the section. 

The neces8ity of strict attention to all these details must be obvious to any one 
familiar with crevasse work, and who knows how uncertain the most refined field 
measurements may be from a hydraulic standpoint when formulated. The section of 
a certain stratum for velocity as described above may, to persons inexperienced in 
work of this character, seem unnecessary. Now, the uniform stratum of water re- 
ferred to, and over which the velocity should be taken, is generally a middle section, 
whose length is about one-third the distance from the mouth of the outlet, out to 
where the crevasse influence is exerted on the river or body of water fh>m which the 
water flows. I mean, that if this distance was 300 feet, the stratum would be 100 
feet in length, and its commencement would be 100 feet from the mouth of the cre- 
vasse. In the Davis crevasse the infloence of the draught of this break was mani- 
fest about 300 feet out into the river; the distance out at which the influence is felt 
varies with level of the land behind the crevasse, and the width of the crevasse itself. 
The lower the latter the greater will be the distance at which the draw affects the 
body of water which feeds the break. 

Before closing the discussion on the velocity, it will be well here to say a word re- 
garding the velocities at the upper and lower side of a crevasse section. In most in- 
stances this was found to be greater on the upstream end of the crevasse than on the 
lower side. A skiff could always be more easily cordelUd or rowed up near the lower 
«dge of the break, than on the upper side, which fact, to a certain extent, practically 
proves the assertion. I attribute this to the fact, that the water that flanks the river 
bank in the upper side of the crevasse has the effect of the draw of a much larger 
mass of moving water than the volume that flanks the lower side, i. e., the mass of 
moving water that enters the break has a greater moving force. The result of this 
is the acceleration of the mass of water on the upper side. On the lower side the 
water that enters the break is affected by Ijhe volume that endeavors to continue down 
the main river ; the resultant of these two forces causes the retardation referred to 
above, and in consequence of which we find a diminution of velocity at the lower end 
of the break. All the points hinted at above were carefully looked after in the work 
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of which this report treats; and although work of this oh«raoter will always faaye %■ 
tinge of unreliability about it, yet when the details are zealously attended to in the 
field, and carefully followed in every particular, the supposed nou-tangible qualitiea 
will become more tangible. 

CeUouUUton. — In calculating the discharge, the usual conventional method used in 
computing the discharge thi*ough a regular river section admitted of considerable 
modification. This was necessary, as the conditions are (practically) in every parti- 
oolar different. The ratio between the maximum surface velocity and the true mean 
velocity has as yet been but arbitrarily detemiine<^l. Water, in passing through a 
orevaKse, admits of every degree of change of velocity imaginable, and approximates 
to that of the velocity when flowing through a natural bed, only as the bed of the 
crevasse approximates to a natural bottom. Where deep holes are excavated in tha 
heart of the break, the eddies and boils these holes gen^ate upwards have, without 
doubt, a retarding effect on the velocity. We know from hydraulic experiments made 
at Lowell and other points, that water, when discharged through pipes of varying 
section, loses a large percentage of its velocity. The flow of water through a ere- 
Tasse of constantly varying section can be reasonably compared to a semi-section of 
such a pipe, and the retardation can reasonably be assnmea to be one-half also, i. e^ 
in that ratio. From this I have concluded that the coefficient used in the computa- 
tion of work of this character in the past has been too small. I think a coefficient 
of 0.86 will, from the knowledge attainable at present on the subject, be approxi- 
mately correct, or at least reasouably so. 

In using the coefficient no distinction was made for cases where the discharge waa 
over the bank, i. e., if the section was taken near the edge, as in such cases the con- 
ditions would be analogous to the one dtscussed above; as the stratum of water be* 
neath the bank surface in impinging against the banks produces retarding elements in 
the shape of vertical eddies ana boils, just the same as wheu the flow is through a 
regular crevasse ; this was visibly the case at all points of this character I exam- 
ined. 

The cross section, like the velocity, is, in the case of a crevasse, a very uncertain, 
if not altogether a variable quantity. In my work I endeavored to eliminate errors 
in sectional area, by taking sections that; would approximate to a regular river sec- 
tion as closely as possible. In crevasses where deep holes were scoured out between 
the ends of the levee, and below the normal bed surface, I generally took a section 
immediately above or below the limiting ends of the outlet. In a majority of cases 
the levees are situated a number of miles back from the river, and run through dense 
woods. In these cases the sectional area is diminished to a very appreciable extent 
by obstructions of brush, young trees, Slo, The co-efficient to be used in reducing 
the observed to the efiective area must be a very variable onantity, and one that 
must be determined wholly by actual observation at the time tne soundings are taken 
and section width determined. 

The coefficient used in the computation of areas for this work varied from 10 to 60 
per cent. A very close estimate was arrived at by simply noting the diameter of the 
brush and other obstructing material, and its density as a whole. 

TabulaHon, — ^In the tabulation found on the succeeding pages the arrangements 
were made so as to make them simple for immediate comparison. The tables con- 
tain — 

1. Place or vicinity of break. 

2. Date of examination. 

3. Date on which outlet was opened. 

4. Nature of outlet. 

5. Direction of escape. 

6. Stage of water with reference to its maximum. 

7. Width of outlet in feet. 

8. Area of outlet in square feet. 

9. Reduced mean velocity in feet i>er second. 

10. Discharge in cubic feet per second. 

11. General remarks. 

The summation of results is arranged as follows : 
1. Name of swamp basin. 
U. Reach of outlet. 

3. Distance in miles. 

4. Total section width. 

5. Total section area. 

6. Total discbarge. 

Following this is a table of high-water stage at the principal points on the Missis- 
sippi River during the three last great floods. I give these, as they will be of grenl 
interest in connection with other data contained in this report. 

The last tabulation is one of discharges taken on the Mississippi at various points* 
and on the Saint Francis and Yazoo rivers, and on Bayou La Fonrche. 
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Summary of w&rk and travel. 



Left— 


Date. 


Time. 


ArriTed— 


Date. 

Mar. 18 
Mar. 27 


Time. 


Distanoe. 


Memphis, Tenn 

Vieksbarg, Hias 


Feb. 28 
Mar. 19 


10 a. m. 
2.80 p.m. 


ViclcBbnre, HiBS 

Davia Creyaese 


1. 25 p. m. 
8 a.m. 


MiUt. 
860. ft 
858 



Cr0vas9es examined,—On Yazoo Front, 116 ; on Tensas Front., 48. 

Diaekarges taken, — Mississippi River, at Hays' Landing, Miss.; Mississippi Riyer, 
at Red River Landing, Louisiana ; Mississippi River, at Carrollton, La ; Saint Francia 
River, at Westbrook, Ark. ; Yazoo River, near Chickasaw Bayou ; Bayon La Foorobe, 
near Ttiibodeanz, La. 

DeacripUon of the flood on ike Taxoo ^oii<.— The Yazoo Front prop®' » situated on the 
left bank of the Mississippi River, and extends from Memphis, Tenn., to Vicksbur^ 
Mifls. The portion examined in particular was that included between Horn Lake and 
Olendale, Miss. The discharge over this front into the Yazoo swamp was principally 
throagh breaks in the levee. The first crevasse fonnd was on Horn Lake. From the- 
latter point to Star Landing the water was over the bank at various pointe, bnt there 
was no perceptible discharge into the swamp. About half a mile above Star Landing 
there were two depressions in the ground thr9ugh which the river was discharging^ 
an inappreciable volume of water Into the swamp. Below this landing I found an 
old slough bottom which heretofore has been shut oiF from the river by a levee, which^ 
though Hooded, was onrrentless. From Star Landing to a point about one mile below 
Mhoou's, Miss., I found a series of nearly 70 regular outlets formed by breaks in the 
levee, and through which the river was discharging large volumes of water into the 
swamp. The width of these breaks varied from 5 to 3,000 feet ; the largest one ^ as- 
at Mhoon's Landing. The dense timber land that intervenes between the river and the 
level above Mboon's reduces greatly the discharge the river would make into the basin 
in thia reach. The outlets on the reach Just described were, in a majority of cases, 
caused first by the water running over the levee at points of low grade, this continued 
washing finally causing a large crevasse. In general, the crevasses on this reach 
ean be considered due wholly to the negligence of the parties whom the levees pro- 
tects as the breaks could never have occurred by the simple pressure of the water 
against the levee. The points of low grade referred to above are places where the 
traffic across the levee has been concentrated. In many places great holes were caused 
by hauling logs across the levee. 

From the crevasse one mile below Mhoon's to a point Si miles above Austin, the 
direction of the flow is reversed ; the water from the swamp was found to be return- 
ing to the river. The discharge, in a majority of cases, was by the water running 
over the top of the levee. About twelve regular breaks were found on this reach, the 
largest of which was McKinney Bayou, situated about two and one-half miles above 
the town of Austin. This bayou was leveed, but broke in 1882. Its width at date of 
examination was 321 feet ; the maximum depth of water found in it was 27 feet. Be- 
fore it broke, the levee had a culvert in it for carrying the swamp water back into the 
river. About 4 miles below Mhoon's, the levee described above connects with a high 
ridge of ground which attains Its maximum elevation on the widow Saunders's place. 
This rid^e forms a levee for about 2 miles, when ( the ground beoomi ng low) it connects 
again with the levee. From MoKiuney Bayon down, the direction of the flow changes 
again, the river discharging into the swamp. From Austin to O. K. Landing ttve 
outlets were found, the largest of which were the first one below the court-house at 
Austin, and the one at Denmark. From O. K. Landing down to the Junction or 
Flower Lake and NeiPs Bayou, sixteen crevasses were found ; the largest of these 
outlets were fonnd on the shore of Flower Lake. The largest one of the whole series 
was at the lower end of the lake; its width was 853 feet, its maximum depth 55.5 feet. 
The discharge through the breaks in Flower lake was very great, a fact I think due 
to the groat reservoir pressure the lake exerts against the levee. From the lower 
end of Flower Lake to Trotter's, nine outlets were examined, the largest of which 
wae the immense break at Trotter's, where the levee has caved into the river. From. 
Trotter's to Olendale, opposite Helena, the point which limits the special examination 
of the Yazoo Front, the crevasses fonnd were located along Eagle Lake, the largest 
being at Ferguson's gin-house. The water was also running over the levee at 
many places. From Olendale to Friar's Point the crevasses, though smaller in num- 
ber, are very large and more destructive. The first crevasses met with after 
leaving Olendale, are the two on the Thompson place; then come the three Rozell 
breaks near Delta, and then the Fant break. From Friar's Point to Hulberton 
a aeries of seventeen outlets were visited, twelve of which were what is known as the 
Oarth break, and five of which compose what is termed the McLeod break. The lat- 
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ter breaks are near the bead of lelaDcL No. 63. From Halbertoa to Sanflower Land- 
iDg the only outlet is what is termed the *^ Lewis Swamp.'' The river boandary of 
this swamp begins at Hnshpnckana Creek and extends up the river a distance of over 
5 miles. No perceptible discharge conid be detected in this front. The flow was oat- 
ward from Hashpuckana Creek on date of examination, March 10. From Sunflower 
to Prentiss the Hughes break in Vermillion Lake was the only one found. This break 
occurred early on the morning of February 29 ; it was caused, it is said, by a craw- 
fish hole. The crevasse was 7H8 feet wide ; the water discharged through it passes 
down Clear Creek, and from thence into Bogne Phalia, the latter a very deep stream. 
From Prentiss to Ylcksburg no crevasses were reported. There are, however, several 
small outlets from Chotard's to the mouth of the Yazoo, but nothing serious. From 
Hays' Landing to the mouth of the Yazoo River, what escape exists, flows from the 
river into the Yazoo Basip. During the great flood of 1882, the flow over this por- 
tion of the Yazoo front was reversed, the swamp water returning to the river. 

Description of ike flood on the right bank, from Helena to the mouth of Cyprees Creek, — 
On the reach u'om Helena to Cypress Creek no discharge into the swamp was found. 
On the contrary, the swamp water was coming into the river at many points from 
Modoc, Arkansas, down to Cypress Creek ; the flow is greatest on the reach from 
Ludlow's down. This swamp discharge comes principally from the White River Ba- 
sin, which runs parallel to, and only a short distance from the Mississippi River along 
the reach referred to. It seemed to be more marked in the vicinity of Island No. 66, 
than at any other place. 

Flood on the Tensae Front, general desoripHon, — The portion of thia front that is 
bounded by the Mississippi River, is situated on the rigiit bank, and begins properly 
at the point where Amos Ridge joins the great Opossum Fork levee, and extends down 
to the right bank of Shreve's Old River, just above Red River Landing, Amos Ridge 
is a high neck of land that borders the lower side of Amos Bayou. The point where 
it intersects the Opossum Fork levee, which point limits the overflow into Tensas Ba- 
sin, is situated about 6 miles from the Mississippi River, and is about 3 miles from 
the polur. where Cypress Creek, Red Fork Bayou, and Boggy Bayou all come together. 
Cypress Creek, after leaving the Mississippi River, runs in a direction nearly parallel 
to it for a distance of nearly 5 miles ; it then turns rather abruptly and runs nearly 
at right angles for a distance of about one-half mile, when it changes its course rather 
sharply again, and runs with and nearly parallel to Red Fork Bayou. The latter 
empties into Cypress Creek at the first of the sharp turns referred to. At the point 
where Cypress Creek makes the second sharp turn and runs nearly parallel to Red 
Fork Bayou, Boggy Bayou begins, and runs south uutil it joins Amos Bavou. The 
flood water that leeds the breaks along this levee conies princip*^lly from the Arkan- 
sas River. The stage of water in this district reached its maximum before the Mis- 
sissippi had attained its extreme height. The water, after passing through the 
breaks in the levee from Amos Ridge down to the Mississippi, flows over the Tensaa 
swamp lands. A large portion gets into the Tensas Basin direct through Bayou Ma- 
9on and other contiguous outlets, while a considerable volume reaches the Mississippi 
again via Boggy Bayou, near Island No. dO. From Aikansas City up to the Opossum 
Fork levee on Cypress Creek, the levee is nothing more than the old bed of the Little 
Rock, Mississippi River and Texas Railroad. 

From Amos Ridge to the mouth of Cypress Creek this escape is principally through 
the large breaks in the levee. From the mouth of Cypress Creek to Arkansas City 
the escape is principally over the top of the levee, there being but few breaks of any 
magnitude. From Amos Ridge to a point about one mile below Chicot City, the dis- 
charge was into the swamp. From the latter point to Boggy Bayou, just below Ar- 
kansas City, the direction of the flow was reversed by the swamp water returning to 
the Mississippi River. From Boggy Bayon to Sterling the direction of the escape 
again changes ; over this reach the river was discharging into the swamps. From 
Sterling to Ashton the change of flow occurs again, the swamp water returning to 
the river through about twelve large breaks in the levee, the largest of which is Just 
below Gray's store. From Ashton to the mouth of Old River five outlets were found. 
These were at Hanlscrabble, Bong^re to Union Point, Black Hawk to Point Breeze, 
Point Breeze to mouth of Old River. The escape through all these outlets was over 
the bank proper, the levees having caved into the river. The water discharged 
through the Hardscrabble break passes directly intd Lake Saiut Joseph, and from 
thence by numerous lakes and bayous into the Tensas Basin. The water discharged 
through the remaining breaks, down to a point about one mile above Point Breeze, 
passes into Red River basin. From the latter point to Red River Landing, the direo- 
tion of the discharge is changed. The swamp, or Red River water, over this reach 
was found emptying into the Mississippi. The discharge was outward from Old River 
on date of examination (March 21, 1884). I was informed that the change of flow in 
Old River and across the peninsula referred to took place on March 12, 1884. Previ* 
ous to that date the Mississippi was discharging into the swamp over the reach re* 
ferred to, and through Old River also. 
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DMCRIPTION OF FLOOD ON RIGHT BANK FROM RRD RIVER LANDING TO NEW OR* 

LEANS. 

The first crevasse below Red River Landing was the one on the Batohelor place; 
this break was a very small one and did little or no damage. The next was the Mur- 
^anza, discharging directly into Grand River, and from thence into the Atchafalaya 
8wainp. It floods a portion of Point Coupee, Iberville, West Baton Rouge, and Saint 
LaDdry Parishes. This break occurred on the evening of March 14. The first intimation 
the levee watchers had of the break was the sudden appearance of a stream of water 
spoQtmg np from one of the borrow pits on the inside and about seventy feet from 
the base of the levee. This stream of water kept growing larger until it reached the 
base of the levee, when all at once the levee proper at this poiut gave way. The 
break occurred at a point where it was least expected, and at what was supposed to 
be the safest part of the levee. The levee, before the break occurred, was a picture 
of strength ; it was perfectly dry and stood from five to six feet above the water sur- 
face. The cause assigned for the crevasse was a deep bed of quicksand that existed 
below the muck ditch, and which counected with the bed of the river. This crevasse 
raised the flood surface in Bayon Plaqnemine materially. The next crevasse met 
with was at Waterloo, seven miles below Bayou Sara, and occurred on the evening 
of March 23. The main levee at this poiut is some distance back from the river, but 
there is a protection levee on the river front. The latter gave way and precipitated 
a volume of water against the levee proper sufficient to break it. The levee ou the 
river front served as a dike commanding the upper mouth of False River, was built 
io 1H50, was 25 feet high, and had a very broad base. The breaks were due to an im- 
perfectly constructed rice flume in the levee. This break is very apt to cause breaks 
in the protection levee at GrosseTdte, and thus overflow that valuaole country. The 
water disci larged through this crevasse takes the same course as the water discharged 
through the Scott levee took in 1882; it will affiect the river front and all the places 
on the Chenille. The succeeding outlet was found on the Belle Air sugar plantation, 
5 miles above Baton Rouge. This crevasse occurred on the mi>rniug of March 18. 
The cause of this break was attributed to a crawfish hole in the levee. All the fine 
sugar places in the immediate vicinity were under water from this break. This cre- 
vasse affects about the Hame parishes that Morganza does. 

The next crevasses examined were those on tiie Guidry place, nearly opposite Con- 
vent, La. These breaks happened on the night of March 25, and were caused by the 
bnrsting of a rice flume built in the levee. The last crevasse on this bank of the 
river was the great Davis crevasse, situated at the railroad station of same name, in 
the Parish of Saint Charles, and about 21 miles from New Orleans. It occurred on 
March 15, and was caused by the levee giving away at a point where an old rice 
finme had been removed a few months previous to the high water. When the flume 
was taken out, the place lefb was filled in with fresh dirt, and not protected. The 
residents in the vicinity attribute the break to a muskrat hole. These animals were 
very namerous in the vicinity, and it is a well-known fact that they seek haunts 
formed of earth that has been displaced and transported from one place to another. 
The water discharged through this crevasse passes directly into numerous lakes and 
suiall bayous, and from thence into the Gulf. This crevasse floods completely the par- 
ishes of Saint Charles and Jefferson. It floods also tho Vacherie settlement in Saint 
James Parish, and it backs the water up to a dangerous height in the rear of Algiers. 
It also backs up the crevasse water that comes through breaks on the La Fonrohe, 
and thus raises the flood height of water inside of the levee on the La Fourche. 

Levees, — ^The location and course of the levee system along the river has been so 
folly described in previous reports of surveys, &«., that a description of them in this 
rsf^ard is unnecessary here. But a brief descripticm of their condition at prominent 
pomts, with a few facts regarding their failure at many places during the high water 
of this year, will, I think, be nf interest if not of importance here. With the excep- 
tion of a few points where the levee was close to the bank and had caved off, I found 
the most disastrous crevasses were situated at considerable distances back from the 
river, and had dense woods intervening between them and the Mississippi, which pro- 
tect them from the wash of the waves and materially from water pressure against 
tbcir fronts. They had also a dense growth of Bermuda sod on them, in front and 
hvLck of them. It will be seen from this that where the most crevasses were there 
WAS a larger number of safety factors. If levees failed with these natural protective 
adjuncts, it would be useless to build them. The cause of the breaks can be attrib- 
uted sim]>ly to the abandonment and neglect of the levees by those whom they protect. 

Beginning at Commerce, we find a levee protected nearly to M boon's by a dense 
woods on the river front. The 'breaks in this levee were all artifical ones, t. 0., they 
orcnrred at points where the levee had been worn by hauling logs, &o., across it, and 
by depredations of stock. As the river rose, incipient breaks, that a shovelful of dirt 
applied at the proper time would have obliterated, developed with the rise of the 
water into formidable crevasses. 
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From Mhoon's to Austin we find a similar state of affairs ; the levee, from a pro- 
tective view, is similarly situated to the one just desoribed, but was a much finer one. 
The escape was principally over the top. The ground over which the levee runs is 
very hi|^h ; at one point t here is a stretch on a ridge of nearly 2 miles, where the 
ground itself is nearly above high- water mark. On the reach Just mentioned, which 
18 about 6 miles long, 2 feet of earth thrown up loosely would have protected the 
country from overflow the greater part of the way. 

From Austin down to Flower Laxe, the levee is a beautiful one; at flood stage it ia 
nearly 3 feet above the water the greater part of the way, and has a dense tnicket 
intervening between it and the river. The breaks were very small, and could have 
been easily repaired. From Flower Lake to Glendale, with the exception of the break 
at Trottei^s, where the levee has caved into the river, the levee was in quite good 
condition, the breaks were not serious, and the place where the water was running 
over the top was not very deep. Along Flower Lake the levee was an unusually fine 
one, and was about 4 feet abuve the high-water mark. It will be seen from this that 
the crevasses from Horn Lake to Helena, which is the principal part of the Yazoo 
front, were not due to the pressure or ravages of flood water, but solely to simple 
neglect in caring for the levees during the low-water season. I speak particularly of 
this reach, as it is so often brought up to confront arguments in favor of levees, and 
to persons who are not familiar with the ground Itself, and who know not the facta 
as they are. 

The large number of breaks in this reach would furnish material for a very formi- 
dable argument against the utility and possible efiiciency of levees in keeping out the 
waters of great floods. On the Tensas Front, from the mouth of Cypress Creek down, 
we find a qnite similar state of affairs. Taking the reach from the creek to Arkansas 
City, we find a levee which is nothiug more than an old railroad bed, over which the 
river is pouring, but a shallow depth of water, which a few feet of dirt on top would 
easily keep out. From Arkansas City to Gaines Landing, we find the levee is situ- 
ated back in the timber, and is as well protected from toe river as the levees previ- 
ously referred to, yet we find breaks numerous, and from causes similar to those just 
mentioneci. The effect floods have on levees protecte<l by intervening woods having 
been discussed, a few words regarding levees situated on the immediate river front, 
and subject to all the forces the winds and water can generate is necessary to com- 

Jdete the discussion. The breaks between the mouth of Red River and New Orleans 
6r this offered the best field of comparison, as they are nearly all on the river front. 
On this reach we have a levee front of nearly 198.2 miles on both banks, which 
represent an aggregate of 396.4 miles. On this stretch we have six breaks that will not 
agg^gate in length 3 miles. Three of these breaks were due wholly to defective rice 
flumes in the levees, two to the depredations of crawfish, and one, the Morgan za, which 
was the only one that was not directly on the river, was said to have been caused by 
the action of a bed of quicksand beneath the base of the levee* 

From this it will be seen that not one of the breaks on this vast stretch of river was 
caused by the action of the flood water direct, and all, with but one exception, were 
due simply to neglect before the flood, and lack of vigilance after the flood had ar- 
rived. JPeople who have lived for years right at the Davis crevasse, which was the 
most disastrous one of the late flood, informed me that for several flood seasons, when 
the old rice flume was in the levee, they feared a break, but by watching it vigilantly 
they prevented it. Before the past flood arrived, the family who had been instrumen- 
tal in preventing this crevasse during previous floods moved ; the result was, the levee 
was not properly strengthened or guarded, and a disastrous crevasse waathe fruitof this 
neglect. As a more conclusive proof that breaks or crevasses at flood stages of the river 
are due to lack of watchfulness and care, rather than to the ravages of the river itself, 
I could refer to the river front on the left bank from Baton Rouge down to Nt*w Or- 
leans. This side of the river has been noted for its crevasees, among which was 
the great Bonnet Carrtf crevasse. The levees on this reach were looked after excln- 
Bively during the late high water by the Mississippi Valley Railroad Company, and 
although at times the situation at many pointa, especially at Bonnet Carr6 and the 
Angelina levee, looked critical, yet not a singlebcrevasse occurred, simply because the 
levees were well protected and vigilantly watcheil. The experi««nce of the past year 
has demonstrated, I think, very conclnsively that rice flumes are the ^reat crevasse 
makers, and that they should be abolished. That they are employed in such an ad- 
vanced age as this is a mystery, as a siphon would be more efilcient and perfectly 
safe. These facts, which are actual, show, I think, to an approximate extent at 
least, that levees can be built that will sustain the greatest flood the Missiaaippi has 
carried thus far. I think, in the past, too much weight has been given to the eflect 
the pressure of water has against the sides of a levee, and the delusion produced by 
witnessing a break has done much to strengthen this belief. This pressure, I think, 
with the exception of the cases of concave bends, furnishes no material for argument 
whatever. In bends the levees are generallv run across the necks, so this obstacle is 
to a certain extent removed. From the brief description Just given of aotaal facta 
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observed daring the three greatest floods the Mississippi Valley has ever experieBoed, 
I feel partially competent to give a few crade points regarding what should be done 
to make the levee system a oontinned sncoess. First, as to the type of levee. The 
old leveei», built along in 1858 and 1859, furnish the best example, and should be pat- 
terned after where new levees are built, or old ones repaired in the future. In build- 
ing the levee, borrow pits and ditohes should be confined to the land side of the levee ; 
where they are in fh>nt they furnish holes for crawfish, and where there is any cur- 
rent along the side of the levee they give rise to eddies and boils, which scour out 
freat holes on the levee front, and these propagate a break. Where new levees are 
uilt, or when old ones are repaired, this work should be done immediately after the 
river falls, so as to give the new embankment time to settle before the flood water 
reaches it. 

Where practicable, the growing of young trees, or hedse brush, should be encouraged 
on the front and near the base of the levee. After a levee is built, its care should 
be the next and all-imnortant subject, as on it depends its usefulness and complete 
success. In the first place, traffic of all kinds should be prohibited, and the stock 
law rigidly enforced, especially in levee districts. At flood time the levee should be 
constantly watched, especially at points where danger is apprehended. 

The flood season Is usually at a time when plantation hands are not eoga^ed ; and 
thoy are so numerous compared with the miles of levees to be guarded that it would 
be easy to have the levees'nnder complete surveillance continually during a flood. A 
levee never breaks spontaneously ; it is always known several hours beforehand 
where danger is imminent by such signs as sipage water, the settling of the crown, dtc; 
and, by having sacks, lumber, and other defensive material properlv distributed, an 
incipient break could be prevented from developins into a formidable crevasse in 
nine cases out of ten. From the calculations it will be seen that the net river dis- 
charge into the Yasoo and Tensas basins is considerably greater than the discharge 
of the Mississippi at Red River Landing. I take this point because it has no tribu- 
tary influence below, and has no natural outlet until it reaches the Gulf, except the 
La Fonrche, whose discharge is so small that It has little or no weight. The escape 
from the river into the swamps between the mouth of Red River and Carrol Iton is 
more than half the actual flood discharge of the river at the latter point. These figures 
may at first seem startling, but when all the facts relative to them are considered 
wonderment will cease. 

Befi>re concluding, I can but say that I think a complete, efficient, and permanent 
levee system that will withstand the effects of the greatest flood the valley has ever 
been subjected to thus iar is possible in every particular if the levees are properly 
built and protected, and properly guarded during the seasons of great floods. The 
latter factor is the principal one, and if carefully looked after will give the valley 
dry and fertile fields, and freedom from the distress and disaster which characterizes 
and always follows ^at floods. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JOHN EWEN8. 
United 8iate$ Aasiitani JSugineer. 

Ftrst Lieut. Smith S. Lsaoh, 

C0rp» of Bngii^em-B, U, S» Armjff 

aeoniarg ilittisfijvi JSivsr Ccmmiaign, 

August 9, 
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Flood escape into the swamp hcutine during high water of 1884. 



Baaiji. 



Locality. 



Tasoo I Horn Lake to Helena, oatflow — 

Do I Horn Lake to Helena, return flow 



S 
.9 



MUe*. 

62.1 



o 

£•€ 

3^ 

o 
H 

Feet, 

42.100 

8,797 



Do Horn Lake to Helena, net escape 

Do I Helena to yioksborfc, outflow* I 292.8 i 10,349 



Total eecape into Tazoo Basin 



Tensas 
Do. 

Do 



Cypress Creek to Ash ton, outflow 94.5 



55,413 



Cypress Creek to Ashtun, return flow i 14, 190 



1 


^^ 


1- 


H 


u 


J-s^ 


-3 


•«5 9 


1 


III 


^ 


O V w 

H 



Sq. feet. 
154, 030 
30,999 



86,195 



156, 715 
15, 110 



340,231 
76,341 

268,890 
334,184 

598,074 

412,843 
27,894 



Cypress Creek to Ashton, net escape ' ' 384, 049 

140, 318 



Do i Ashton to Red River Landing, outflow 

Do I Ashton to Red River Landing, return flow 



244. 8 ; 51, 620 
32, 603 



230,458 
95,261 



Do 



Ashton to Red River Landing, net escape | i 107, 977 



Totftl escape into Tensas Basin ' I 492,926 



Atehafalaya . . . Red River Landing to Kew Orleans, outflow* .... 198. 2 3, 633 56, 098 ; 426, 447 



*Ko return flow. 



Table giving nuLcimum gauge heights and dates on which the river obtained flood stage at 
various points on the Mississippi River in 1882, 1883, and 1884. 



Place. 



Date. 



Oange 
height. 



Saint Louia, Mo 

Ruah Tower, Mo 

Grand Eddy. Mo 

Gray's Point, Mo 

Cairo^m 

Colatnbiis, Ky 

Kew Madrid, Mo 

Cottonwood Point, Mo 

Fiilton,Tenn 

Memphia, Tenn 

M]iooii*a,Miaa 

Helenai, Ark 

Ssdnt Louis Landing, Ark 
Month of White River . . . 

Artcaoaaa City. Ark 

GffMBnile,MlM 

lAka ProvldeDoe, La 

Tieksborg, Miaa 

flsint Joaeph, La 

Hatetes, Miaa 

Bad River Landing, La . . . 

PoriHickey, La 

Baton Boage, La 

Plaqaeinine, La 

CoBoga Point, La 

Catnuttoo, La 



1882. 


! 

Feet. 


July 


5 


32.20 


July 


5 


37.50 


July 


« 


39.10 


Feb. 


20 


* si. 87 


Feb. 


26 


102.79 


Feb. 


27 


41.615 


Feb. 


28 


87.50 


Mar. 




3&69 


Mar. 




35.15 


Mar. 




89.80 


Mar. 




47.20 


Mar. 






Feb. 


28 


48.40 


Feb. 


28 


47.00 



Date. I 



1883. 
June 26 



Gauge 
height. 



Feet. 
34.80 



Date. 



Gauge 
height. 



June 27 



Feb. 27 I 

Mar. 20 

Mar. 20 

Mar. 20* 

Mar. 28 

Mar. 27 i 

Mar. 28 1 

Mar. 211 

Mar. 21 < 

Mar. 22 I 

Mar. 21 



4L68 
86.83 
4&75 
44.90 
47.75 
48.50 
47.90 
85.96 
31.30 
23.07 
14.86 



I 



Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Feb. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Mar. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Apr. 



27' 
27] 
28 I 
281 

II 

8 

•i 
10 

10! 

101 

12 1 

12, 

7 

7 

7 

9 
16 

9 

9 

9 

7 



4L92 



52.17 
103.046 
42.020 
37.86 
36.29 
34.75 
40.20 
4&90 
41.76 
48.00 
46.82 
40.40 
86.47 
43.80 
41.90 
44.00 
45.20 
47.47 
8&08 
30.78 
28.40 
16.40 



I 



400v* 



April 11 
Apr. 10-11 
April 11 
Feb. 22-24 
Feb. 23-24 
Feb. 14 
Feb. 24-26 
Feb. 26-29 
March 1 
March 6-6 
March 6 
Maioh6-7 
Maroh 7-8 
March 7-8 
Maroh 8 
Mar. 28^ 
Maroh 26 
Maroh 24 
Mat. 24-26 
Mar. 29-31 
Mareh 29 
Maroh 24 
March 30 
Maroh 24 
Mareh 18 



Feet. 



84.70 
8&35 
28.17 
6L79 
108.80 
41.50 
37.46 
86.68 
84.16 
8&99 
47.00 
4a 20 
47.90 
46.60 
4L10 
8&40 
48.06 
44v8» 
47. 4A 
47.89 
47.41 
86. IQ 
81. 6p 
24. OS 
l&fl 



I 
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Table ofdUoharges taken by Patrol party dwring the flood of I8B4. 



RlTer. 



flatnt Francis.. 
HisaJlMlppi.... 

Yasoo 

MiaaiBsippi .... 



Bayoa LaFoitrohe 
KiBsusippl 



Locality. 



Date. 



'Westbrookf Ark 

Hays' Landing, Miss . . 
Neu Chick. Bayou — 
Usd RiyerLandlng, La 

Near Tbibodeaux, La. . 
CarroUton, La 



1884. 
Har. 4 
Mar. 16 
Mar. 18 
Mar. 21 

Apr. 14 
Apr. 15 



a 



Place 






3& 80 Mhoon's 
37.72 Hays'. 
4&60 Yioksburg. 
4&05 I Hed River Land- 
ing. 
22. 20 College Point . . . 
14.15 CarroUton 




135,651 
1, 066, 758 

161,322 
1,291,625 

11,583 
892,862 



ITOTK.— Colomn headed " Place" refers to column headed " Gauge." 



Appendix B. 



26.264 
171,253 

42,258 
228,280 

8,768 
197,317 



5,161 
6,»» 
8,818 
5.658 

8.070 
4,52t 



PKECI8B LBVBLS— REPORTS AND RESULTS. 

1. — Final reduction and resulte o/predee levels from Fulton to ChioagOt IlL 

Office Mississippi River Commission, 

Saint Louie, Mo.^ October 9, 1883. 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report on the redaction of the notes of 
the preoise leveling from Fnlton, 111., to Chicago. 

The office computation has been made by Assistants Ferguson, Fitzhugh, Thomas, and 
Kastl. The methods of reduction employed are the same as those used in the redac- 
tion of the notes of the precise leveling from CarroUton, La., to Biloxi, Miss. 

The following are the values of instrumental constants used : 
Correction for inequality of piyots in millimeters, per meter: 
Level No. 1 p = from — .015 to -f- -OOS. 
Level No. 3 p ^ from — .006. 
Level No. 5 p = from — .010. 

Assistant J. B. Johnson used level tube No. 5 and level instrument No. 3 throughout 
the season, with the exception of having used the telescope barrel (not the reticule) 
of level iiistruiuent No. 5 from June 7 to end of season. 
Value of one division of tube No. 3, v = 2"Ai, 
Value of one division of tube No. 5, v = 2".54. 

The mean value of 1 meter of the four rods used, Nos. 14, 15, 16, and 17, is 1.00C02d 
meters, w^hich value results from comparisons made August, 1882, with 1 meter bar, 
rods at a mean temperature of 73° F. 

Assistaut J. B. Jolinsfm also made a determination of the lengths of the above roda 
in December, 1882, by comparison with the 15-foot bar of the Lake Survey Office. The 
rods were at a temperature of 54° F., and the mean value then found was 0.999960^ 
meters, which difiers from the comparisons used by 0.000079 meters. Fart of this 
discrepancy, I think, is to be accounted for by the diiierence in temperature (19^ F.) 
of the rods themselves. I believe there was no correction made for coefficient of expan- 
sion of the wood. Using the same as for white pine given by Trautwiue, .U000U22, the 
correction fur temperature will be 0.000042 meters. Applving this the discrepancy 
between the August and December determinations is only 0.000037 meters. I be- 
lieve there were also no observations taken for humidity of the atmosphere, which 
infl^uences the change in length of wood more than change in temperature. The Au- 
^st observations were taken in ibasement, the Decembe r o bservations were taken 
m commissioner's room, on second floor. The maximum rod correction used was 3.1 
millimeters. 

The following were the distances from the foot of the rods to the 100 millimeter 
mark of graduation : 

MilUmeten. 

Rod 14 44,4 

Rod 15 44.9 

Rod 16 44.1 

Rod 17 44.3 
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May 8, 1883, the rods were ground off to a nnlform length of 44.2 niillimeters. Up 
to May 8 corrections were made in this compulation for the difference of length of 
rods whenever a stretch was not closed with the same rod as it was started with. 
After this date no correction was necessary. i 

The tahnlation of the results of the final reduction is given on pages 24 to 40, in- 
clusive. All elevations are referred to Cairo datum and start witn the elevation of i 
U. S. P. B. M. 53, near Albany, III. As 188.0009 meters (see Annual Report for 1883^ 
page 128), on account of U. S. P. B. M ^.'S, of the Keokuk and Fulton line, having been | 
disturbed or at least meddled with, the field tabulation was started with elevation of 
U. 8. P. B. M. 56, next bevond (18:}.6809 meters), but the Keokuk to Fulton line waa 
duplicated froui U. S. P. B/M. 53 to U. S. P. B. M. 51). The former line of levels over this 
stretch was more concordant than the latter. At IT. S. P. B. M. 56, a distance of 5.9 
kilometers, the lines diverged by 6.2 millimeters, our elevation of U. S. P. B. M. 56, as 
nm from U. S. P. B. M. 53, in 16^, being 6.2 millimeters lower; however, as U. S. P. B. 
M. 53 was considered more permanent than U. S. P. B. M. 56, it was thonght best in the 
office reduction to continue the Keokuk-Fulton elevations from U. S. P. B. M. 53. This 
was done. However^ it is questionable if the mean of the two lines from U. S. P. B. M. 
53 to U. 8. P. B. M. 56 would not be better. 

Ir connecting Chicago benches with city directrix the levels were carried from 
shore to the zero of our temporary gauge on outside of crib by comparing the read- 
iDp of this gauge successively with the readings of three temporary gauges on shore 
widely separate. These were combined with equal weight with a determination 
made by the city engineer in December, 1878, using Hook gauges, reading by Vernier 
to 0.001 foot. These were carried through the tunnel, all pumping (and therefore all 
CTirrent) having ceased. The elevations are carried from the zero of the ooter gauge 
to city directrix, a point 8.01 feet below the zero of the inner crib gauge, by spirit- 
levels. 

The work for the season is as follows : 

Kilometers. 

Distance of main line duplicated 261.36 

Side 13.43 



274.79 

<A11 side line duplicated except 1.71 kilometers, which was only run one way.) 
Length of repeated duplicate work : 

KilometerB. 

3 lines 2.19 

4 lines 28.28 

5 lines 2.01 

6 lines 0.T3 

8 lines 2.15 



35. 36 

Total length of single line, 628.49 kilometers. 

The probable error of the whole line of levels from Fulton to Chicago on the ter- 
minal benches at Chicago is 13.6 millimeters. This is computed by considering all 
discrepancies as accidental, the square root of the sura of the squares then remaining 
uncompensated. There are, however, constant errors or accumulating errors, which is 
the algebraic sum of the personal errors of the members of the party concerned in 
earryiiig the levels. This constant error changes very materially on account of the 
following conditions: (1) Owing to the nature of the ground: (2) owing to the na- 
ture of the weather ; and (3) owing to the changing habits of the members concerned. 
It is therefore next to impossible to obtain an^ approximate measure of it. We are 
quite safe to assume that it remains approximately constant for any and perhaps 
every one of our various stretches. And since the functions from which we oompnte 
the probable error of final result (R. = 13.6 millimeters) are the discrepancies (regard- 
less of sign) of the two lines run by the same observer in opposite directions, we are 
safe to assume that 13.6 millimeters is considerably too large. This has only a theo- 
tetlcal interest, since in taking the mean of the two lines run in this way, for the 
difference of elevations, the constant is eliminated. But assuming again all errors to 
be accidental, we may compute the probable error per kilometer. 

X = probable error per kilometer. 
R =probale error or final result. 
D =• distance in kilometers. 

R* = X«D. D = 261.36. X = ^. ^ A, = }^?1 

l/D y'j) = lo.l7. 

Therefore probable error per kilometer =13.6 

16.17 
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In colnmns headed ** Supporto" iu tabnlajbiou the letters F aud P denote foot-plate» 
and pins, respectively, nseaas rod supports. 

In the colnmns headed ''Observer", the observers are represented by letters, as fol- 
lows : '*.! " represents J. B. Johnson; "F'' represents O. W. Ferguson. 

Benches marked with a star (*) are not in the main line. All a nan titles in the tab- 
nlatioD have been checked either by comparison with the field compatation or by 
oompatation daplicated by two compaters. 

Very respectftilly, your obedient servant, 

O. W. FERGUSON, 
U. S. AuUtant EngimMr, 
First Lieut. Smith S. Lbach, 

Seoreiary Miitiu^api River CammUaian. 



Be$uU8 ofpreoi9e leveling^ FnlUm to Chicago, IU, 
[Benoh-mark* marked with an asteiiak are not in main line of levels.] 



Benoh. 



Tr.&P.B.M.63 

T.RlClandls.... 



T.B.H.2 



T.B.M.4and4a. 



T.B.M.6. 



ir.8.P.B.M.85. 



I7.S.P.B.M.66. 



T. B. M. and 6 a. 



T.B.H.OandOa. 



*0. 8. P. B. M. 67 
FoUodiHL 



Km. 

1.14 



3.12 



8.81 



% . 



N. 
S. 



Mean 



N. 
S. 



Mean 



N. 
8. 



M. 



kl810 
1.1884 



Mm, 



1825 



-.1. 4160 
— L4186 



—1.4178 



—0.9 
•fa9 



—LB 

+1.7 



->0.8 



S.08 



6.71 



6.93 



7.02 



9.66 



Mean 

N.... 
8.... 

S.... 



Mean 



8. 



Mean 

N.... 
8.... 



Mean 



4-2.7478 
+2.7466 H-0.4 

4-2.7470 ■ 



—0.7441 —0.8 
—0.7608 '4-5.9 
—0.7436 ;— 1.4 
—0.7412 '—8.7 



.1 



—0.7449 



—1.7640 4-0.4 
—1.7631 .—0.6 



—1.7636 



4-0.3859 ;-0.3 
4-0. 8858 4-0.8 






'I 



8 



4^.3856 



N ' 4-2.2218 

S 1 4-2.2127t 



N 

8.. 

8.. 



Mean 



8. 



4-2. 2191 
+2.2226 

+2.2203 14-0.7 



—0.8 

+1.9 
—1.6 



4-2.2210 



-4.5618 
—0.5838 



Mean. I —0.6826 



W 
B. 



Mean 



42.8756 
+2.8734 



Mm. 

"ofi' 



L-1.3 ' 
+1.2 , 



4-2.8745 



1.2 



— n 

j£m, I Jk. 

!!I!!'.ri84.'4«8i 



0.2 



1.4 



0.8 



0.2 



0.5 



0.8 



—11 I 0.7 
+1.1 ' 



tB^eoted. 



188^0606 



185.7976 



185l0527 



2.0 



2.0 



2.8 



188.2891 



183.6747 



186.8967 



Mm. 



jr. 

18&6009 









I 



1 



P.I J. 

F. , J. 



T If. 

p. |F. 

I 

P. ;F. 

F. If. 



1—0.1 



188.2889 



183.6746 



18&8131 



18&1876 



0.0 , 188.1876 



F. 
F. 
F. 
F. 



F. 
F. 



F. 
F. 



F. 
F. 
F. 
F. 



F. 
F. 



F. 

F. 



J. 
J. 
J. 
J. 



J. 
J. 



I. 



J. 
J. 
I. 
J. 
J. 



F. 
F. 



F. 
F. 
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BnulU ofpreei9€ levelingf Fulton to CkioagOf III, — Cootinaed. 



Bench. 



*Tem of L. ft H. Co., 
water gaoce at 
Folton. 111.. 10 
feet abore low 
water of 1877. 

•B.K.M,Captlfao- 
kensie, Folton. 

*Low water 1877 

•KS^ water 1828.... 

•Hlsh water 1850.... 

*Hiiii water of April 
TS, 1870. 

*Hifrn water of June 
20,1880. 

•High water of Octo- 
ber, 1881. 

IT.S.P.B.H.58,Fal- 
ten JonotioB. 



T.&K.12andI2a. 



T.B.M.14 



TT.&P.B.1C.60. 



T.B.K.16andl5« 



T.B. 1116 and 10 a.. 



T.&lLl7andl7a 



i 
I 



I 

i 
s 



Km, 



10.62 



12.06 



14.42 



14.60 



16.38 



ie.01 



17.09 



B. 



Mean 
B... 



i 

la 



S 



jr. 

6. 9720 
6.9728 



r-4>.4 0.8 
-fO.4 I 



-6.9724 



S. 



Mean 



8. 



Mean 



S. 



Mean 



8. 



Mean 



N. 
8. 



Mean 



N. 
8. 



Mean 



N. 
8. 



T.B.M.18andl8a..i 1&82 



Mean 



T.B.M.30and20a 



T.B.M.21aad21a 



•U. & P. B. M. 00, 
ThomaoB, SL 



T.B.M.2tand28a 



o . • • . 

Mean 



21.02 



N. 
8. 



21.67 



Mean 

sr ... 

8.... 



Mean 

B. . . . . 

wT • • • 



-3.4086 

—9.0204 
—2.8991 
-S.49S9 
—3.2800 

—8.0261 

—8.2074 

—1.6022 
-1.6682 



—1.5027 



+1.4161 
+1. 4161 



+1. 4161 



+0.5039 
+0.6043 



+0.6041 



+0.1680 
+0.1680 



—0.6 
+0.6 



0.0 
0.0 



+0.2 
—0.2 



0.0 
0.0 



+0.1680 



+2.8448 ' 
+2.8448 



+2.8443 



+1.8281 
+1.8288 



+1.8284 



+4w6186 
+4.6209 



+4. 0197 



—1. 8191 
—1.8207 



0.0 
0.0 



-1. 8199 



—2. 1712 



+0.8 
—0.4 



+1.2 
1—1.2 



—0.8 
+0.8 



— L8 



—2.1748 +1.8 



—2.1730 



+0. 8084 
+0.3082 



+^8088 



+0.4240 
+0.4237 



Mean +a 4242 



23.86 I K +0.1223 

I 8 1 +0.1216 

Mean. +0.1220 



—0.1 
+0.1 



-0.4 
+0.6 



—0.8 

+0.4 



0.8 



0.0 



0.1 



0.0 



0.0 



0.2 



0.8 



a6 



1.2 



0.1 



I 
i 



g 



S 



Mm. 



0.8 



Jr. 

182.2162 



I 



! 184.7791 

I 179.1088 

186.2886 

I 184.0917 

; 184.9070 

186.1016 



Jfm. 
..0.2 



I 



2.2 



-0.1 

— ao 

—0.1 
—0.1 
—0.1 

—0.1 



184. 9202 —0. 1 

183.7504 —0.1 

I.- 



185wl066 



2.2 



186.0690 



186.8276 — ai 



188. 1719 



189.6006 



I 



o 



jr. 

182.2160 



184.7790 

179.1080 

185.2884 
184.0916 
184.9076 

18&1«14 

184.9201 
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Be9ult9 of preoUe leveling^ Fulton to Chicago, III. — Continued. 
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DBBCKIPnON OP PBKMANBKT BENCH-MARKS BBTWBEN FULTON AND CRIGAQO, JLU 

(All permanent benoh-marks are lettered U. S. P. B. M. For description of U. 8. P» 
B. M'b 53, 54, 55, and 56, see Annnal Report for 1883, page 141.) 

U. S. P. B. M. 57 is at Fulton, Wliitesidee Conntv, Illinois, on the northeast comer 
of Cherry and Bench streets. It is center mark of copper bolt leaded horizontally in 
south face of stone foundation wall to the Northern Illinois College, 3^ feet above the 
ground, and 14 inches from the southwest corner of foundation. EleTation, 188™. 1876. 

U. 81 P. B. M. 58 is in Whitesides County, Illinois, on the southeast abutment of 
the railroad bridse north of Fulton Junction, 970 meters north from crossing of C, 
H. and 8t. P. and the C. and N. W. R. R., first being the top of a copper bolt leaded 
Tertioally in the bridge-seat stone. Eleyation, 183».7503. 
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B. M. 35, of Captain Mackenzie, at Falton, on water table, southeast corner of en- 
gine-room of elevator, under planking. Elevation, 184^.7790. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 59, three miles north of Fulton Junction, in Whitesides County, Illi- 
nois, in west end of north abutment of railroad bridge, being the top of copper bolt 
leaded vertically In second course of stone ftrom top. Elevation, 185"^.8275. 

U. S. P. B. M. 60. at Thomson, Carroll County, Illinois, west end of Christian churchy 
S^ meters east or C, M. and St. P. R. B., being the center mark of copper bolt 
leaded horizontally in the foundation wall. Elevi^ion, 190".8597. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 61, one mile south of Savanna. Carroll Connty, Illinois, in middle pier 
and directly under railroad bridge No. £ 392, being top of copper bolt leaded verti- 
cally. Elevation, 185».0035. 

U. S. P. B. M. 62, at Savanna, Carroll County, Illinois, on door-sill of engine-room 
of the C, M. and St. P. R. R. Co.'s elevator on the bank of the river, being top of cop- 
per bolt leaded vertically in the south end of the south door east side. Elevation, 
186».5778. 

Captain Mackenzie's B. M. 34 is on the same sill marked ''4-*'' Elevation, 186°^.5788. 

U S. P. B. M. 63, at Savanna, Carroll County, Illinois, on northwest corner of Main 
and Jefferson streets, in facing stone, south face, sontheast comer of brick building 
owned by W. B. Laws, being the center of copper bolt leaded horizontally. Elevation, 
188».8537. 

U. S. P. B. M. 64, Savanna, Carroll County, Illtnois, 2| miles east of the ** Junction 
House," and 50 motors south of the main line of the C. , M. and St. P. R. R., in the top of 
west end of north abutment of wagon bridge over Plum River, being the top of copper 
bolt leaded vertically. Elevation, 167".0846. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 65, 300 meters north of *'l mile post," west of Hickory Grove Station, 
C.,M.and St. P. R. R., Carroll County, Illinois, in east side of stone foundation wall 
of bam owned by J. Fish, being the center mark of copper bolt leaded horizontally, 
5 foot south of door and 3 feet above ground. Elevation, 211™.o027. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 66, at Mount Carroll, Carroll County, Illinois^ about 100 meters south 
of depot and 40 metors east of C, M. & St. P. R. R., in bam building attached to eleva- 
tor, being the center mark of copper bolt leaded horizontally in the west end of south 
£ice of stone foundation, 3 feet above the ground. Elevation, 5^^.1128. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 67, about 4 miles west of Lanark, Carroll County, Illinois, north 
end of east abutment of railroad bridge No. 454 (C, M. and St. P. R. R.), over Carroll 
Creek, being the top of copper bolt leaded vertically in the second course of stone 
from the top. In the stone are cut the letters " U. 8. P. B. M.," and the date, '' May 
25,1883." Elevation, 246«.6122. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 68, at Lanark, Carroll County, Illinois, 25 feet from the southwest 
comer of Carroll and Main streets on the upper doorstop of brick building occupied 
by a bank and owned by Walff Bros., being the top of copper bolt leaded vertically 
in upper doorstep on Carroll street, and 1^ feet above ground. Elevation, 275>».2d41. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 69, is 2} miles east of Lanark, Carrolf County, Illinois, on the line of 
the C, M. and St. P. R. R., in coping of north end of east abutment of railroad bridge 
over Carroll Creek, being the top of a copper bolt leaded vertically. Elevation, 
9flS".1845. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 70 is 3| miles east of Lanark Junction, Carroll County, Illinois, on 
the line of the C, M. & St. P. R. R., 140 meters south of the track, in bam building 
owned by Mr. M. Crabtree, being the center mark of copper bolt leaded horizontally 
in the east end of the north face of stone foundation wall, 2 feet above the ground. 
Elevation, 294".8395. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 71, at Foreston Junction, Ogle County, Illinois, where the C, M. St St. 
P. R. R. passes under the Illinois Central, in the lower step of west wing of south abut- 
ment of the stone archway in the fourth course of stone from the bottom, being the 
top of a copper bolt leaded vertically. Elevation, 273^..')979. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 72, at Adeline Station, C, M. & St. P. R. R., Ogle County, Illinois, in ele- 
▼ator building of the aforesaid railroad company, being the center mark of copper 
bolt leaded horizontally in the east face of stone foundation wall at the southeast 
eomer, about 4 feet above the ground. Elevation, 234™.9307. 

TJ. 8. P. B. M. 73, at Leaf River, Ogle County, Illinois, 70 metors east of the depot and 
just opposite the water-tank, in elevator building owned by D. Sprecker, being the 
center mark of copper bolt leaded horizontally in the east end of south face of the 
•lone fonndation wall about 4 feet above the ground. Elevation, 222"". 1946. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 74, at Byron, Ogle County, Illinois, 560 meters south of the C, M. dt St. 
P. R. R. track measured on walnut street, in brick and stone building fronting on said 
street, and occupied by hardware and dry-^oods stores, and the Commercial Hotel, 
owned by J. F. Spalding, being center mark in copper bolt leaded horizontally in north 
wall of northeast comer, 11 inches from comer and 4 feet above ground. Elevation, 
288".d943. 

U. 8. P. B. M.75 is 1^ miles east of Byron, Ogle County, Illinois, on the line of the 
C, M. & St. P. R. R. track, in west abutment of railroad bridge over Rock River, being 
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the top of copper bolt leaded vertically in atone coping aonth side. Eleyation, 217".- 
4148. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 76, at Btillman Valley, Osle Connty, DlinoiB, 50 meters east of the depot 
and 20 meters sonth of the main track of the C, M. & St. P. R. B. Co., in the west firont 
of foundation wall of the elevator building owned by J. D. & J. J. White^ being the 
center mark of copper bolt leaded horiisontally, 11 Inches from the northwest comer. 
Elevation, 221» 5094. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 77 is 2,600 meters west of Davis Junction, all in Ogle County, IllinmSy 
in north end of west abutment of small bridge of the C, M. & St. P. B. R., beinff the 
top of a copper bolt leaded vertically in the coping stone. Elevation, 252™.5154. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 78, at Monroe, Ogle County, Illinois, 24 meters west of depot of the C, 
M. & St. P. R. R., in east face of stone foundation wall of elevator building, owned by D. 
A. Cipperly, being the center mark of copper bolt leaded horisontally, 1^ feet north 
of southeast comer and 3^ feet above the ground. Elevation, 262™.99l8. 

U. 8. P. B; M. 79 at Fielding, Ue Ealb County, Illinois, 10 meters north of main track 
of the C, M. dL St. P. R. R., in south face of stone foundation wall of elevator, being cen- 
ter mark of copper bolt leaded horisEontally, 25 feet west of the southeast comer and 2^ 
feet above the ground. Elevation, 245.™6169. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 80, at Kirkland, De Kalb County, Illinois, 175 meters south of raiiioad 
track, on street running to depot from the south, in brick building owned by Dean 
A, Rowen, to be used wnen completed for a bauK, being the center of a copper bolt 
leaded horizontally, 6 inches from the northwest comer, on the west face of stone 
foundation 5 feet above the ground. Elevation, 242™.2161. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 81, at Kingston, De Kalb County, Illinois, i mile east of the dexK>t and 
10 meters north of the main track, in a brick store building in Chapman's addition be- 
lonspng to Mr. Julius Chapman, being center mark in copper bolt leaded horizontally 
in tne water table on went face, northwest comer. Elevation, 2bV^,A097. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 82, at Genoa, De Kalb County, Illinois, 100 meters south of main track 
of the C, M. & St. P. R. R., at the comer of Main and Emmett streets in brick store 
building owned by Alexander Crawford, being the top of a copper bolt leaded verti- 
oally in the south end of stone door sill on the east side. Elevation, 261" .6864. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 83, at Hampshire, Kane County, Illinnis, on State street, in brick build- 
ing owned b^ Phillip Shultz, and used for post-office and drag store, in the stone 
water table in the west face of the southwest comer, being the center mark of copper 
bolt leaded horizontally. Elevation, 280».4797. 

U. 8. P. B. M.,84 at Pingree Grove, Kane County, Illinois, about 100 meters north- 
east of depot, in foundation of store building owned by J. B. Schedden, in north face 
5 feet from the northwest comer, 1 foot above the ground, being the center mark of 
a copper bolt leaded horizontally. Elevation, 285».8096. 

U. 8. P. B. M. % is i of a mile west of Dumser Station, Kane County, Illinois, on 
the line of the C, M. & St. P. R. R., in railroad culvert No. 19, 20 meters north of rail- 
road track, being the top of a copper bolt leaded vertically in coping stone in east 
end of north abutment. Elevation, 265^.3564. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 86^ at West Elgin, Kane County, Illinois, comer of State street and 
Highland avenue, in water table of the large brick buildins known as the Waverly 
House, on north face, 6 inches from the northeast comer ana 4 feet above the ground, 
being center mark of a horizontal bolt. Elevation, 2:^4<n.7463. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 87, at West Elgin, Kane County, Illinois, on the southwest comer of 
River street and the C, M. & St. P. R. R. track, on the north face of brick and stone busi- 
ness building owned by Robert Beckwith, being the top of copper bolt leaded verti- 
cally in east end of stone doorstep. Elevation, 224°>.1259. 

B. M. ''Newcomb,'' at East Elgin, Dl., on Center street, btween Du Page and Chi- 
cago streets, bein^ cross (X) cut in west face of brick foundation wall of building 
owned bv the Elgin Scientific Association, Elevation, 233'".4018. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 88 is H miles south of Elgin, Kane County, Illinois, in west end of 
south abutment of the C., M. &, St. P. R. R. bridge over Fox River, being the top of a 
copper bolt leaded verticallv in the coping stone. Elevation, 226^.0788. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 89, at Bartlett, Cook County, Illinois, 150 meters northwest of depot 
and 100 meters north of railroad track of the C, M. i, St. P. Co., in the stone foun- 
dation of the Congregational Church, being the center mark of copper bolt leaded 
horizontally on the east face of the southeast comer. Elevation, 251'".1324. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 90, at Roselle, Du Page Countv, Illinois, on the southeast comer of 
Chicago street and road crossing it, in the north face of foundation wall of brick busi- 
ness building owned by Mathew Seeker, standing about 80 meters north of railroad 
track, being the center of copper bolt leaded horizontally, 3 feet from the northeast 
comer and 2 feet above the ground. Elevation, 24l*°.4094. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 91, at Itasca, Du Paffe County. Illinois, 80 meters north of track of the 
C.,M. &, St. P. R. R., and in a northeasterly direction from the depot, in the founda- 
tion wall of frame store building (east face), owned by Dr. Eiyah Smith, being the 
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center of copper bolt leaded horizontally, 2 feet from the southeast comer. ElcTation, 
219».1436. 

U. S. P. B. M. 92, at Bensenville, Da Page Coanty, Illinois, 40 meters north of depot, 
in south side of frame store ballding, owned by C. A. Franz, being the center of cop- 
per bolt leaded horizontally in the stone foandation, one foot west of the southeast 
comer and 2 feet above ground. Elevation, 213i".6742. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 93, at Mannheim, Cook County, Illinois, 250 meters northwest of the 
depot of the C, M. &, St. P. R. R., in the south side of the base of the brick chimney at Mr. 
C. H. Bossenberg's creamery, being the center mark of copper bolt leaded horizontally 
in the middle of the chimney and 3 feet above the ground. Elevation, 204°*.5069. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 94, at Cragin, Cook County, Illinois, on the northeast comer of Grand 
and Armitage avenues, about 150 meters north of the line of the C, M. d^ St. P. R. R., in 
the east face of foundation wall of Jennings's brick saloon building, being the center 
mark of copper bolt leaded horizontally, 10 inches from the sontheast comer and 4 
feet above the ground. Elevation, 194'^.4461. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 95, at Chicago, III., on the southeast comer of Dixon street and Bloom- 
inffdaie road about ^meters southwestof crossing of the C, M. & St. P , and C. St N. W. 
R. R., in the west face of brick building known as L. Epps &, Co.'s malt house. 6 
inches firom the northwest comer and 2^ feet above the ground, being the center of a 
copper bolt leaded horizontally. Elevation, 186^.4435. 

U. S. P. B. M. 96, at Chicago, 111., on the south side of Chicago avenue at Nos. 242 
and 244, near Clark street, m police station brick building, in the north face 1 foot 
west of the northeast comer and 3^ feet above the ground, being the center mark of 
a copper bolt leaded horizontally. Elevation, 188™.4379. 

U. e. P. B. M. 97, at Chicago, 111., on the northeast comer of Chicago avenue and 
Pine street, in the east face of the southeast buttress of stone engine-house of the 
Chicago Water Works, in the stone water-table 18 inches north of we southeast cor- 
ner and 3 feet above the ground. Elevation, 187*^.0661. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 96, at Chicago, Dl., on the northwest comer of Chicago avenue and 
Pine street, in middle of the south wall of water tower, in the east end of the south 
doorsill, 3 feet above the ground, being the top of a copper bolt leaded vertically. 
Elevation, 188°>.4e96. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 99, at Chicago, Dl., in Illinois Central RaiLN>ad stone freight depot, 
sitnated on Goodrich street docks on the west side of slip A, opposite the Central Ele- 
vator, in ea0t face of foundation wall 1 foot south of the northeast corner and 2i feet 
Above the ground, being the center mark of a copper bolt leaded horizontally. Eleva- 
tion, 186".3673. 

U. 8. P. B. M. 100, in Intake Michigan, on the crib of the Chicaso Waterworks, on the 
top of the iron cylinder of shaft of the 5-foot tunnel, nearly of same elevation as the 
sen> of the gauge, on the east side of the top of the shaft, being a cross ( x ) cut with 
cold chisel, notlettered. 

DESCRIPTIONB AND BLEVATIONS OF CHICAQO CITY BENCH-MARKS. 

The city directrix is 8.01 feet below the zero of the crib-gauge, which reads down- 
wards from the top or zero. Elevation, 182'°.6250. 

B. M. I is top of east end of stone step of private entrance to No. 161 North avenue, 
on the northwest comer of Halsted street and North avenue. Elevation, 187"^.6023. 

B. M. ir is stone step west comer of brick house No. 153 Division street, being the 
third lot west of Grace street. Elevation, 187">.ll48. 

B. M. Ill, water table of round-house, northeast comer of Halsted and West 
Chicago avenue, established before " the fire." Elevation, 185°>.8526. 

B. M. lY, extreme comer of stone sidewalk at the northeast comer of Wesson street 
and East Chicago avenue. Elevation, 187^.03o5. 

B. M. VI, east end of coping of iron fence of police station on the south side of 
Chicago avenue near Clark street. Elevation, 187">.4947. 

B. M. VII, on comer of stone water-table northwest comer of tower of St. James 
Church, at southeast comer of Cass and Huron streets. Elevation, 187">.e217. 

B. M. VIII, comer of stone water-table^ southeast comer of Chicago Water Works 
(machine shop), east of Pine street on Chicago avenue. Elevation, 186">.8r)59. 

B. M. IX, north comer of iron frame of manhole to Chicago avenue shaffc at Water 
Works into 7-foot tunnel, said to have been disturbed by grading sidewalk. Eleva- 
tion, 186".9567. 

DK8CRIFTIONS AND BLEVATION8 OF UNITED STATES ENGINEERS, BENCH-MARKS AT 
CHICAGO, ILL., SET FROM THE CITY BENCH-MARK VII« DESCRIPTIONS TAKEN 
FROM RECORDS IN THE OFFICE OF MAJOR W. H. H. BENYAURD, CORPS OF ENGI- 
NEERS. 

B. M« XI, top of spike on United States easterly breakwater in center of long timber 
and 6 inches south of second cross-tie, counting th>m inner comer of breakwater. 
Elevation, 186".2797. 
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B. M. XII, top of water-gauge chamber, middle of south wall of box. Same as read 
in 1876-^79. Elevation, lb5n.4539. 

B. M. Xlil, upper surface of lower horizontal bar (compression member) between 
the southerly pillars of light-house on the north side of the mouth of Chicago River. 
Elevation 185».6345. 

DBSCRIFTION OF PKBMA.NENT BENCH-MARKS OF COAST AND GEODETIC SURVEY OH 
MISSISSIPPI RIVER FROM GREENVILLE, MISSISSIPPI, TO CARROLLTON, LOUISIANA. 

B. M. 1 is on the corrugated iron door-sill of a brick building in Greenville, known 
as the bank building. It is said to be one of the oldest brick buildings in town ; the 
Leree Board has its rooms in this building, over the bank. The exact point is near 
the back side and west end of sill, 3*20 millimeters firom front face, 55 millimeters from 
door-strip, 90 millimeters from right-hand (west) door jamb. The door is near the 
northwest comer of building, in north side. The point is'uot marked. Elevation, 
46».0891. 

B. M. 2 is center of head of copper bolt 10 centimeters long and 2 oeutimeters diam- 
eter, leaded horizontally into a brick in the fourteenth tierof bricks above the water- 
sill of the large chimney of C. B. Huntingdon's gin-bouse near Oreenville, Miss. It 
is on the side of the chimney facing the nver. The gin-house stands about half a 
mile below the town and as far from the river bank. The chimney is said to be the 

U.S. 
oldest one erected for itspnrpose in Washington County. The letters Q are cut in the 
briek, as here shown. Elevation, 46"*. 5^6. B. M. 

B. M. 11 is top of copper bolt in top of cement post 3 feet long, set with top flush 
with surface or ground in yard of Mr. Warfield on Highland Plantation* Warfield 
Point, Washington County, Mississippi. The cement post is north of the house, b^ 
tween the line of the fence and a cotton wood tree about 4 feet in diameter, and is eight 
feet from the tree. Elevation, 45°*.5590. 

B. M. 19 is the center of head of a copper bolt about 2 centimeters in diameter leaded 
horizontally into the brick chimney of the gin-house of Refuge Plantation. The chim- 
ney is cylindrical and stands about 1 mile north of Refuge Landing and about i mile 
back from the chuto of Inland U4. The bolt is about 3 feet above gronnd. Elevatloui 
46».0042. 

B. M. 22 is the center of head of a copper bolt about 2 centimeters in diameter leaded 
into the brick foundation of Mr. Richardson's store at Refuge, Mississippi. The boll 
is in the twenty-first tier of bricks above the water rill of the second pier from the 
levee on th6 northwest side of the building. Elevation, 45>n.7483. 

B. M. 33 is the center of head of a copper bolt 2 centimeters in diameter leaded hor- 
izontally into the brick foundation on the front side of the dwelling of Wayside PIan->> 
tation, near the banks of Lake Lee, Washington County, Mississippi. It is in the 
fourth tier of brick below the wood sill and in the eighth tier al>ove the ground. It 
is 0™.35 south from the south end of the porch and 0™.64 from the north end of a small 
ventilator covered with iron grating. Elevation, 43°^. 1845. 

B. M. 39 is the center of heiMl of a copper bolt 2 centimeters in diameter leaded hor- 
izontally into the north face of the large brick chimney of gin-house on Buokner's es- 
tate. Auburn Plantation, Washington County, Mississippi. The letters U. S. B. M. are 
cut in the surrounding bricks. The chimney stands about 1.5 kilometers south of the 
levee running along Lake Lee. Elevation, 42™.3212. 

B. M. 42 is the center of head of a copper bolt leaded horizontally into the lar^ briok 
chimney of gin-house of Glenora Plantation, Washington County, Mississippi. The 
^in-house stands about a kilometer back of the levee. The letters U. 8. B. M. are oat 
in the surrounding bricks. Elevation, 42'°.8024. 

B. M. 46 is the center of head of a copper bolt 2 centimeters in diameter leaded hor- 
izontally into the west face of the gin-house chimney of Mr. Merit Williams on Loug- 
wood Plantation, Washington County, Mississippi. The chimney stands about 270 
meters back from the levee and about 700 meters from the river. The beuch-maiit is 
in the middle of the thirteenth brick above water-sill and fourth brick from south* 
west corner of chimney. Elevation, 42*" .7002. 

B. M. 5(5 is the top of a copper bolt 2 centimeters in diameter and 20 centimeters long 
placed vertically in a cement post set in ground 100 feet east of road leading from Lake 
Washinj^n Landing to Lake Washington and 53 feet south of levee. It is on the 
plantation owned by D. M. Hill. Elevation, 42"^ .0971. 

B. M. 62 is the center of head of copper bolt 2 centimeters in diameter and 7 eenti- 
meters long, leaded horizontally into the briok underpinning of dwelling house of W. 
W. Worthington, Jr., just back of Leota on the Maryland Plantation, Washington 
County, Mississippi. The house is about 250 meters from the levee. The bolt is in 
center of second orick below wood-sill and sixth brick west of small ventilator. Ele- 
vation, 42".7541. 
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B. M.65 18 center of head of a copper bolt leaded horizontally into a brick in front 
mde of dwelling-house on Albemarle Plantation, Washington Connty^ Mississippi, 
owned by Mr. H.J.Johnson. It is in the second brick below water-sill, and about 
tbe middle of the large brick column on the left-hand side of the entrance to the 
house. The house is about 1 mile below Leota and about 150 meters from the river. 
EleTation, 4^.9107. 

B. M. 70 is the center of head of a copper bolt leaded horizontally into the brick 

Eillar at the northwest corner of the dwelling-house on Palmetto Plantation, owned 
y F. G. Kershaw, in Washinirton County, Mississippi. Elevation, 40<".93ll. 

B. M. SS is the center of hfad of a copper bolt leaded horizontally into second brick 
pillar north from main entrance of dwelling-house owned by Mr. Robert Tnmbull, 
on Riverdale Plantation, in Issaquena County, Mississippi. It is in third tier of bricks 
below the weather boarding. Elevation, 40™.67(>5. 

B. M. 90is the center of head of a copper bolt leaded horizontally into the jf^ont face 
of the brick pillar that supports the southwest corner of the portico of Col. H. B. 
Keep's house on Glen Annie Plantation, about 2 miles above Mayersville, in IsKaquena 
County, Mississippi. Elevation, 40°°.0159. 

B. M. 95 is the center of head of copper bolt leaded horizontally into the west side 
of tbe brick chimney at the north end of the dwelliuff-house on Wade Lawn Planta- 
tion, owned by Mr. V. Preston, about one-fourth mile uelow Mayersville, Miss. The 
bolt is about 2 meters above the ground. Elevation, 40™.U005. 

B. M. 105 is the center of head of a copper bolt leaded horizontally into the brick 
chimney of gin-house on Reserve Plantation, owned by Mr. S. Duncan. The'bolt is 
in the center of a brick on the west side of the chimney and about 1^ meters from the 
gronnd. Tbe gin-house is about one-fourth mile from the levee, and about 3^ miles 
above Ben Lomond P. O., Issaquena County, Mississippi. Elevation, 39™,2393. 

B. M. 112 is the center of bead of copper bolt leaded horizontally into the brick 
chimney of gin-house on Ben Lomond Plantation, owned by George M. Brown. The 
gin-house is about 600 meters from the levee, and just back from Ben Lomond P. O. 
The bolt is in the center of a brick on the west side of the chinmey and about one 
meter and a half from the ground. Elevation, 39"*.4508. 

B. M. 124 is the center of head of copper bolt leaded horizontally into the brick 
foundation of Tallulah post-office building, better known as '* Old Tallulah Court- 
Honse," about 2 miles aoove Tallulah Landing, Issaquena County, Mississippi. The 
bolt is near the southeast corner of the house, and about 1 foot above tbe ground. 
Elevation, 37«.9932. 

B. M. 126 is the center of head of copper bolt leaded horizontally into the brick 
foundation of the dwelling-house on Lockwood Plantation, owned by B. B. Phipps. 
The house is about one-third mile above Tarilulah Landing. Tbe bolt is near the 
southeast comer of the house, in the twentieth brick from the bottom and third from 
the southeast comer. Elevation, 38™.5891. 

B. M. 137 is the center of head of copper bolt leaded horizontally into a brick pillar 
supporting the porch of dwelling-house on Elliston Plantation, owned by Mr. F. W. 
Hays, a little below Ha^^s P. O., Issequena County, Mississippi. The bolt is near the 
middle and top of the hrst pillar to the right of the steps leading up to the porch. 
Elevation, 38".4772. 

B M. 140 is the center of head of a copper bolt leaded horizontallv into brick chim- 
ney of cotton-^n on Shiloh Plantation, owned by Mr. J. W. Heath. The bolt is in 
th«- fourth brick from a row of projecting bricks, near the center of the north side of 
chimney, and about 7 feet from tbe ground. The letters U. 8. B. M. are cut in the 
surrounding bricks. Elevation, 40™.0023. 

B. M. 15^is the center of head of a copper bolt leaded horizontally into brick chim- 
ney of dwelling-house owned by Mr. Z. Leatherman, about 4 miles below Hays's P. 
O., and about the same distance above lugomar P. O., Issaquena County, Mississippi. 
Tbe bolt, is in the second brick from the southwest edge of chimney, and about 4.5 
feet above the ground. Elevation, 38'n.3523. 

B. M. 153 is the center of bead of a copper bolt leaded horizontally into brick chim- 
ney of cotton-gin, owned by Dr. J. W. Butts, on Tennessee Plantation, about 3.5 
miles above Ingoniar P. O., ibsaquena County, Mississippi. The bolt is on tbe west 
side of chimney and near tbe southwest comer. The letters U. S. B. M. are cut in 
the surrounding bricks. Elevation, 38™.0187. 

B. M. 161 is center of head of copper bolt leaded horizontally into brick chimney of 
a cabin on the Henderson Plantation, owned by Mrs. Emma E. Peck, in East Car- 
roll Parish, Louisiana. The cabin is about three-fourths mile from Henderson's Laud- 
ing. The bolt is in the east face of the chimney and the letters U. S. B. M. are cut in 
the surrounding bricks. Elevation, 36™.4223. 

B. M. 162 is center of head of copper bolt leaded horizontally into west face of brick 
pillar of dwelling-house owned by Mrs. Emma E. Peck, on the Henderson Plantation, 
about one-eighth mile above Henderson Landing, East Carroll Parish, Louisiima. Ele- 
vatioo^ 37".S«)6. 
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B. M. 171 ifl center of head of copper bolt leaded horizontally into brick chimney of 
dwelling-honse owned by Mrs. Sarah E. Natt, on Ditchley Plantation. The honae Is 
about one-fourth mile above Omega P. O., Madison Parish, Louisiana. Elevation, 
35".6283. 

B. M. 179 is center of head of copper bolt leaded horizontally into brick fonndation 
of dwelling-house owned by Mr. H. P. Morancy, on English Field Plantation, Madi- 
son Parish, Louisiana. The bolt is in the sixth brick from the top of the foundation 
and in the third from the northwest comer. The house is about three-fourths mile 
above Milliken's Bend and about a half mile from the river. Elevation, 35'".9s!53. 

B. M. 184 is center of head of copper bolt leaded horizontally into brick pillar sup- 
porting northeast comer of porch of dwelling-house owned by the Citizens' Bank of 
Louisiana, on River View Plantation, Madison Parish, Louisiana. The house is aboat 
one and one-fourth miles below Milli ken's Bend, and about one-fourth mile from river. 
Elevation, 34".9761. 

B. M. 188 is center of head of copper bolt leaded horizontally into east face of brick 
pillar supporting northeast comer of dwelling on Cabin Teele Plantation, owned by 
Mrs. L. R. Marshall. The house is about three and one-fourth miles below Milliken's 
Bend, and a half mile from the river. Elevation, 'S6^.27l9. 

B. M. 197 is center of head of copper bolt leaded horizontally in center of face of 
middle brick of third course from top, of third pillar from northeast comer of porch 
of dwelling-house on Duck Port Plantation, Madison Parish, Louisiana, owned by Mr. 
G. L. Barrey. Elevation, 35».8365. 

B. M. 207 is center of head of copper bolt leaded horizontally in the south chinmey 
of dwelling-house on Echo Plantation, Madison Parish, Louisiana, owned by Mattingly 
and Flowerce. The bolt is in the tlurd brick from the southeast corner and in the 
tw^enty-first course from the ground. Elevation, 35">.9813. 

B. M. 311 is center of head of copper bolt leaded horizontally in center of face of 
middle brick of eighth course from tue ground of second pillar from southeast comer 
of porch of dwelliuj^-honse owned by Goodman and Bradford, on Willow Glen Plan- 
tation, Madison Parish, Louisiana. Elevation, 33*^.9698. 

B. M. 215 is the end of the vertical ray of a five-rayed cast-iron star on the south 
end of parish elerk's ofDce, a brick building near the court-house in Delta, Madison 
Parish, Louisiana. The star is a tie-rod plate, and is about 4 feet from the sronnd, 
and three feet from the southeast comer of the buildingr. Elevation, 34'".08:)6. 

B. M. 225 is center of head of copper bolt leaded horizontally in center of face of 
middle brick of tenth course from theground, of second pillar from southeast comer 
of dwelling-house owned by Mr. G. W. Bedford, on Point Place Plantation, Madison 
Parish, Louisiana. The house is about ^hree-fourths mile from the river and opposite 
Warren ton, Miss. Elevation, 33^.9:^02. 

B. M. 232 is the center of head of copper bolt leaded horizontally in east chimney 
of dwelling-house owned by Mr. Orange Christmas, on Crystal Springs Plantation, 
Madison Parish, Louisiana. The brick is the second from ihe southeast edge of chim- 
ney and is in the twelfth course from the ground. The house is about 4 miles below 
Warrenton, Miss., and about 2 miles from the Mississippi River. Elevation, 32™.9195. 

B. M. 243 is center of head of copper bolt leaded horizontally in the middle of south 
face of southeast chimney, 15 inches from the ground, of Kellogg's P. O. building, 
Madison Parish, Louisiana. The building is owned by W. D. White of Kentucky 
and is about 400 meters from the river. Elevation, 33™. 1167. 

B. M. 246 is ton of a copper bolt in top of cement post 3 feet long and 8 inches in 
diameter, set in t-ne ground on Sargent'H Point Plantation, Madison Parish, Louisiana, 
owned by Mrs. Rachel Wilkinson. The cement post was sot with top flush with sor- 
faoe of ground, and is about 600 meters from the river. It is near some cabins around 
which are water-oak and pecan trees. Two of the water-oaks, 11.2 and 10.5 metera 
distant from the bench-mark, were marked with triangular blazes. Elevation. 
32".3:)26. 

B. M. 258 is center of head of copper bolt leaded horizontally in a brick about 4 
feet from the ground and about the middle of the north face of the north chimney of 
dwelling owned by Mr. George W. Turner, on Point Pleasant Plantation, Tensas Parish, 
Louisiana. The house is about one- third mile from the river. Elevation, 2ii'^.9G77, 

B. M. 262 is center of head of copper bolt leaded horizontally in center of face of 
middle brick of the twelfth course from the foundation in the south face of the eaat 
chimney of dwelling owned by Mr. E. Loyd, on Riverside Plantation, Tensas Parish, 
Louisiana. The house is about one-half mile from the river. Elevation, 31'".G104. 

B. M. 272 is top of copper bolt in top of cement block 18 inches long and 8 inches 
in diameter set in ground on Hard Times Landing, Tensas Parish, Louisiana, owned 
bv Mrs. G. H. HolTings worth. It is about 600 meters from the Mississippi River, 
about 50 meters from the bank of Lake St. Joseph, and near a cabin. Elevation, 30». 
3201. 

B. M. 280 is center of head of copper bolt leaded horizontally in center of face of 
middle brick of tenth course from the fonndation, in the southeast face of brick ohim- 
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oey of gin-liouse od Wayeland Plantation, Tensas Parish, Louisiana, owned by Mr. 
Jonn Bondnrant. The gin-honse is aboat 500 meters from the bank of the river and 
aboat 8 kilometers above St. Joseph, La. Elevation, 30™.0533. 

B. M. 286 is center of head of copper bolt leaded horizontally in center of face of 
fourth brick from northeast comer, twenty-third course from ground, of brick chimney 
oi gin-house on Panola Plantation, owned by J. M. Gillespie. It is about 3 kilometers 
above St. Joeeph, La., and about 1 kilometer from the river. Elevation, 31^.1115. 

B. M. 291 is center of head of copper bolt leaded horizontally in north face of brick 
chimney of ^in-honse on Duck Pond Plantation, owned by Captain Robert Worrell. 
The bolt is in fifth brick from the northeast edge of chimney and in the seventh course 
below the projecting course. The gin-house is about 2 kilometers below St. Joseph 
and about 500 meters back from 8t. Joseph Landing. Elevation, 29(>°.3873. 

B. M. 297, or LXXIII, is a marble poet buried in the ground on the left of, and quite 
near, the steps leading to the front entrance of Captain E. L. Whitney's residence on 
Villa Clara Plantation, Tensas Parish, Louisiana; Bieller's Landing is on Villa Clara 
Plantation. The post is 5 inches square and 2 feet 6 inches long, ana the top is marked 
thus: 

U.S. 
B. o M. The bottom of the cavity was used as the bench-mark. Elevation, 27».8439 

1881. 

B. M. LXXII is bottom of cavity in top of marble post, 5 inches square and 2.5 feet 
long, buried in the ground on the right and near the front entrance or Mr. W. H. Qold* 
man's residence on Stockridge Plantation, at Kemp's Landing, Tensas Parish, Lonia- 
iana. Elevation, 28".3007. 

B. M. LXXI is bottom of cavity in top of marble x>ost, 5 inches square and 2.5 feet 
long, buried in the ^rd on the left of, and quite near, the steps leading to the front 
entrance of Mr. A P. Martin's residence at Water Proof, Tensas Parish, Louisiana. 
Elevation, 26>».6946. 

B. M. LXX is a cross cut on the top surface of an old cistern which is in an open 
field about 3 miles below the town of Water Proof, La. The cistern is about 50 meters 
fix>m the main levee and 190 meters from Junction of main and old levees, marked 
with the letters U. S. B. M., 1881. Elevation, 26«.8774. 

B. M. LXIX is the head of copper tack in cedar stub which marks^ the center of 
triangularion station Duncan, just above L' Argent, Tensas Parish, Louisiana. Ele- 
vation, 28>°.0d97. 

B. M. LXVIII is a cross cut on top of cistern in yard of house on Agnasea Planta- 
tion, about one-half mile below L' Argent Landing. The bench-mark is on west side 
of top of cistern, marked with the letters U. S. B. M. Elevation, 27'".3280. 

B. M. LXVII is bottom of cavity in top of marble post buried in the ground within 
the inclosnre on the right of Stanton &. Brandon's Store, and near the comer of the 
store at Gibson's Landing, Concordia Parish, Louisiana. Tho top of the post is about 

4 inches above ground. Elevation, W^,"il76. 

B. M. LXVI is bottom of cavity in top of marble post buried in the ground on the 
right of, and quite near, the steps leading to the front entrance of Mr. E. W. Walls' 
residence at BuUit's Bayou (Good Hope) Landing. The top of the post projects 4 
inches aboTO the ground. Elevation, 251^,8029, 

B. M. LXV is bottom of cavity in top of marble post buried in levee opposite an old 
brick wall about 4.5 miles above Vidalia, La. The post is 11 meters south of a lone 
tree and 10 meters south of the brick waU, and its top projects 4 inches above ground. 
Elevation. 27n.0146 

B. M. LXIV is cross cut in top of iron screw pile marking trian^ulation station Palo 
Alto, about one mile north of Vidalia, La. It is on the west side of the road and 
about 250 meters fh>m it. Elevation, 25»'.9332. 

B. M. LXIII is top of copper bolt in center of top of monument marking southeast end 
of the Vidalia base line. The monument is in a lot immediately back of the court- 
bonse and Jail at Vidalia, is 14 inches square at top, and projects 14 inches above 
ground. Eleyation, 24™.8472. 

B. M. LXU is bottom of cavity in top of marble post buried in the around near 
steps leading to the front entrance of Judge W. H. Hough's residence in vidalia, La. 
The post is on the right of the steps and its top is about 4 inches above ground. Ele- 
vation, 25^.4965. 

B. M. LXI is cross cut in top of iron screw pile marking triangulatlon station Oai- 
ther. It is about one mile below Vidalia, in an open field and on right-hand side of 
road leading to Vidalia. Elevation, 24™.9452. 

B. M. LX is bottom of cavity in top of marble post buried in the ground on tke right 
of, and quite near, the steps leading to the front entrance of Mr. Abner Crother's resi- 
dence on Moro Plantation, about 9.75 miles below Vidalia. The top of post is about 

5 inehes above ground. Elevation, 25™.7543 . 

B. M. LVIII ts center of top of granite post maiking triangulatlon station Ashley, 
on Ashley Plantation, Concoidia Parish, Looisanai It is about 2 miles below Morville 
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Landing is 300 meters south of WiUow Grove, 160 meters east of levee, and 15 meters 
ftom river. Elevation, 22™. 6927. 

B. M. LYII is bottom of cavity in top of marble post buried in ground just east of 
steps leading to front entrance of residence on Deer Park Plantation, owned by Mr. 
A. D. Bawliugs. The top of the post is about 3 inches above ground. The house is 
about one-fourth mile from the river, south of the main road leading to Vidalia, and 
about 24 miles below Vidalia. Elevation, 24™. 2349. 

B. M. LYI is center of top of limestone post marking triangulation station Pecan, 
on Pecan Plantation, owned by Mr. Sargent Shields, Concordia Parish, Louisiana. The 
station stands 30 meters from the bank on the top of the State levee running across 
Esperance l*oint. A small levee starts out to the west 4 meters to tbe north of the 
station. It is 50 meters south of where road crosses main levee. Elevation, 25™.0ti^. 

B. M. LV is top of marble post buried iu the ground to the right of the steps lead- 
ing to the front entrance of the residence on Braleston Plantation, near Fairview P. O., 
Louisiana. The top of stone is about 3 inches above ground. Elevation, 23^.3177. 

B. M. LIV is top of granite post buried in the ground on the left of the steps lead- 
ngto the front entrance of Mr. William G. Walton's residence on Ashland Plantation 
near Bongere P. O., Louisiana. The top of stone is about 3 inches above^round. Ele- 
vation, 23™.5622. 

B. M. LIII is top of granite post buried in the ground to the right of the steps lead- 
ing to the east entrance of Mr. Ed. Pnllon's residence, at Black Hawk P. O. , Louisiana. 
The top of post is about .! inches above ground. Elevation, 22™. 1282. 

B. M. LII is cut in the brick top of cistern used to supply with water the engine of 
gin-house on Rallamsgan Plantation, Concordia Parish, Louisiana. The cistern is 
qnite near, and on the right of road loading from Point Breeze to Black Hawk, and is 

U.S. 
about 3 miles firom the latter place. The B. M. is marked thus: B. o M. Elevatioi^. 

LII. 
23™.3908. 

B. M. LI is top of copper bolt ia top of stone monument marking the northeast 
end of Lum's Point base line on Point Breeze Plantation, Louisiana, owned by Mr. 
Trager. Elevation, 22™.3926. 

B. M. L is top of copper bolt in top of stone monument marking the southwest 
end of Lum's I\>int base line, in Concordia Parish, Louisiana, nearly opposite Fort 
Adams, Miss. The bench-mark is on the place owned by Mr. Lnm, of Vicksbnrg, 
and occupied by Mr. A. A. Cox. It is on the west side of a farm road in a cultivated 
field and very near a gate. Elevation, 22™.3519. 

B. M. XLIX is a granite post buried at the southwest corner of the house of Mr. 
J. B. Mathews, jiist above toe corners at the upper end of the village of Fort Adams, 
Wilkinson County, Mississippi. Elevation, 27™.0271. 

B. M. XLYIII is a granite post buried at the southeast comer of the store of Leh- 
maun and Lauenbnrgh, back of an old cotton-gin a short distance above ClarksviJle 
Landing, Wilkinson County, Mississippi. The store is at the point where the road 
from Fort Adams, after crossing the hills, comes out on the low plateau extending to 
the river. Elevation, 30™. 1924. 

B. M. XLVII is a granite post placed close to the back fence of the yard around 
dwelling on Tarbert Plantation, Wilkinson County, Mississippi. The plantation lies 
between Angola and Langsldo Plantations, extends beyond the State line, and ia 
owned by Mr. Jenkins, of Natchez. Elevation, 21™.3066. 

B. M. XLVI is cut on top of the circular wall forming the mouth of a cistern, just 
back of house on Angola Plantation, West Feliciana Parish, Louisiana. It is nearly op- 
posite mouth of Bed Biver. The brick work is covered with cement, through which 
a square aperture was cut, exposing the upper surface of the brick. This brick 
surface was used as the bench mark. Elevation, 22™.5G66. 

B. M. XLV is a granite post placed in the yard of Mr. Archie Smith, near Hog Point 
Landing, Smithlaud P. 0., Point Coupee Parish, Louisiana. Elevation, 20™.9tf32. 

B. M. XLIV is a granite post placed just beside the front steps of Dr. A. A. Batch- 
elor^s house, on Belte Vista Plantation, on Old Biver, Point Couple Parish, Louisiana. 
Elevation, 19™.9110. 

B. M. XLIII is a granite post in front of house of Mr. Edgard Lacour, close to Bao- 
courci Landing, Point Coupee Parish, Louisiana. Elevation, 17™.9799. 

B. M. XLII 18 top of granite post buried with top 3 inches below surface of ground, 
at the junction of the " Grand Levee" and a brancn levee running to Morganza Land- 
ing, it is about half a mile below Morganza. Elevation, 20™.4780. 

B. M. XLI is a grauite post placed beside the front steps of house on Morrison Plan- 
tation, Point Coupee Parish, Louisiana. Elevation, 16™.430d. 

B. M. XL is a granite post placed by the side of the front steps of house on Poydras 
Plantation, Point Coupee Parish, Louisiana. It is about half a mile above the *' New 
Boad" leading to the Court House at False Biver. This part of the parish is known 
as the *' Point Coupee Settlement." Elevation, 17™.5072. 
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B. M. XXXIX is top of copper bolt in limestone monament at the northwest end of 
b*9e line directly opposite Bayon Sara, Louisiana. Elevation, 18™.0263. 

B. M. XXXVIII is top of copper bolt in limestone monament marking southeast 
end of base line nearly opposite Bayon Sara, Louisiana. Elevation, 18™. 1595. 

B. M. XXXVII is upper edge of a mark out on the front of the ** Saint Claude Store " 
at Waterloo, Point Coupee Farish, Louisiana. The store is built of brick and belongs 
to Mr. Robin. The bench-mark is nearly on the middle line of the front and is 5.44 
feet above the ground. Elevation, IQ^'.STTS. 

B. M. XXXVl is a granite post placed in front of the house of Mr. C. Devall, Sans 
Sonci Plantation, West Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana. The house fronts on a 
bayon, the remains of the old river channel, and is on the road leading directly back 
from Hermitage Landing. Elevation, 17". 6413. 

B. M. XXXV is a granite post placed in the back corner of the inclosure around the 
** Kelson Store," owned by Capt. John J. Brown, West Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana. 
The store is opposite the upper part of Profit Island. Elevation, 16™. 6855. 

B. M. XXXIV is a granite post in front of the house of Mr. B. Chamberlain, Jr., and 
isabout a half a mile above Lobdell's Store, at Grossman's Landing, West Baton Rouge 
Parish, Louisiana. Elevation, 15™.7861. 

B. M. XXXIII is a granite post buried in front of the pillar at the northwest cornw 
of house of Mr. A. Guesnard, Belmont Plantation, West Baton Rouge Parish, Louis- 
iana. Elevation, 15^.5322. 

B. M. XXXII is a granite post buried in the flower garden in front of house on plan- 
tation of Mr. J. H. Gay, West Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana. The plantation is 
directly opposite the city of Baton Rouge, and just below the ferry landing. Eleva- 
tion, 14™.8454. 

B. M. XXXI is a bench-mark of the U. S. Engineers. It is the edge of one of the 
foundation courses of the tower on the north side of the western entrance to the State- 
house at Baton Rouge, Louisiana. It is marked, U. S. E. Elevation, 15°^. 1920. 

B. M. XXX is the surface of the limestone monument at the north end of Baton 
Rouge base line. It is situated in a cane-fleld belonging to Messrs. Weeks and Mo- 
Cnllan, 700 meters south of Baton Rouge city limits, and 97 meters from river road. 
Elevation, 

B. M. XXIX is a point surrounded by a shallow groove upon the top of the lime- 
stone monument at the south end of Baton Rouge base line. It is 1,622 meters from 
North Base, is between the river road and the levee, is 42 feet from angle of levee and 
29.7 feet from corner of fence. Elevation, 14™.7455. 

B. M. XXVIII is a granite post placed in the front yard, close to an old brick pier, 
of house on Arliugton Plantation, East Baton Rouge Parish, Louisiana. The planta- 
tion is 4 miles below Baton Rouge, and belongs to Mr. Shannon. Elevation, 15"^.5313. 

B. M. XXVII is a granite post buried close to the front sate of inner yard about 
Mr. Conrad's house on Cottage Plantation, about 8 miles below Baton Rouge, Louis- 
iana. Elevation, 15>".6911. 

B. M. XXVI is a granite post, 6 meters from fence at side of road and on the line of 
a row of old fig trees, 23 meters east of house on Hollvwood Plantation, East Baton 
Rouge Parish, Louisiana. The house is 12 miles below Baton Rouge, half a mil6 
above Manchao P. O., and belongs to Mr. H. Vonpuhl. Elevation, 15'°.3510. 

B. M. XXV is a granite post in the northeast corner of the yard of Mr. Walter Hum- 
ble, on Anger's Plantation, Iberville Parish, Louisiana. The house is about 5 miles 
above Plaquemine, is a short distance west of the road which runs across the point to* 
Forlorn Hope P. O. Elevation, 14™7924. 

B. M. XXIV is a granite post near the comer of the yard, about house of Mr. Daigre, 
the overseer of Anger's Plantation, Iberville Parish, Louisiana. The house is the 
second one below Forlorn Hope P. O., and just above a bend in the road. Elevation, 
14-.2I70. 

B. M. XXIII is a granite post in the front yard of Julian Grassin, next to Saint 
Gabriel's church. Saint Gabriel, La. The plantation formerly belonged to Dr. Pritch- 
ard, and is 4 or 5 miles above Bayou Goula. Elevation, 13™.3389. 

B. M. XXU is a granite post buried in yard ou plantation of Leach, Seaward and 
Thompson, about a mile above Bayou Goula, and on opposite side of river. The house 
is a low frame building, and there is a pumping-engine on the levee about 200 yards 
above the house. Elevation, 14™ .2773. 

B. M. XXI is a granite post buried near angle formed by a wing and central portion 
of house owned b^r Mrs. Buddington, on Indian Camp Plantation, Iberville Parish, 
LiOnisiana. Elevation, 14™.4248. 

B. M. XX is a point on the upper surface of the projecting brick foundation running 
around the house, on Southwood Plantation, formerly called Hard Times, at the ex- 
treme upper end of Ascension Parish, Louisiana. A square opening was out through 
the stucco covering so as to allow the rods to rest upon the brick. The bench-mark is 
marked with the letters U. S. B. M. and the date 1680. Elevation 13".5083. 

B. M. XIX is a cross-cut on the head of an iron bolt in the north end of the briok 

H. Ex. 64 1(^ 
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warehonse at Aflhlaiid Landing, Ascension Pariah, Louisiana. The bolt is 4.8 feet 
above the ground, and in in the middle of the wall. The bench-mark is marked by the 
letters U. S. B. M. XIX, 1880, cut in the wall. Elevation, 15".7964. 

B. M. XVIII is a granite post buried in the front yard of Mr. V. P. Mirre, Ascension 
Parish, Louisiana. The place is about 4 miles above Donaldson ville, and formerly 
belonged to E. Dicharvy. Elevation, 1*2™.39J^. 

B. M. XVII is a granite post buried in yard at side of house of Mr. Heath on left 
bank of river about a mile above Doualdsonville, La. Elevation, 12'°.9014. 

B. M. XVI is point surrounded by a groove forming a small bqnare on. limestone slab 
at side of front steps of Mr. Hagan's house, about 6 miles below Doualdsonville. It 
is marked with the letters U. S. B. M. Elevation, 13^.8985. 

B. M. XV is on the comer of the stone pedestal of a pillar by the side of the en- 
trance to the house of Mr. Colomb, Saint James Parish, Louisiana. The point on which 
the rods were held is surrounded by a groove cut in the stone, and is marked by the 
letters U. S. B. M. XV. Elevation, 13«°.472l. 

B. M. XIV is the bottom of a shallow square cavity cut in the sranite step of the 
south door on the front or west side of the Convent of the Sacred Heart, Saint James 
Parish, Louisiana. The bench-mark is marked with the letters U.S. B. M. Eleva- 
tion, 13°».6700. 

B. M. XIII is a horizontal line cut in the iron post on the south side of the gate- 
way in front of Jefferson College, on College Point just below the settlement known 
as Saint Michaeltown, Saint James Parish, Louisiana. The post was marked with 
the letters XIII, U. S. B. M. LXXX. El»?vation, 14".2580. 

B. M. XII is bottom of a sqnare cavifcy cut in the cement pedestal of the column at 
the southwest corner of house of Mr. Louis Lebourgeois on Belmont Plantation, Saint 
James Parish, Louisiana. It is •marked with the letters U. S. B. M. Elevation, 
12«.1979. 

B. M. XI is upper edge of triangular groove cut in west side of small pier supporting 
the southwest corner of a wooden warehouse which stands upon the levee nearly in 
front of house of Mr. Wallis on Belle Alliance Plantation, Saint James Parish, Louis- 
iana. The center of the line is 4.2 feet above a projecting foot^course, and 1.3 feet 
from the outer comer of the pier. It is marked by the lett-ers U. S. B. M. 1880 IX. 
Elevation 13«'.3741. 

B. M. X is a point surrounded by a groove cut in the upper surface of the granite 
sill at the foot of the iron stairway in front of house of Mr. Joseph Lebourgeois, on 
Mount Airy Plantation, Saint John Baptist Parish, Louisiana. It is marked by the 
letters U. S, B. M. 1880. Elevation, 11°».8547. 

B. M. IX is upper edge of horizontal groove cut in the west wall at the southwest 
comer of store on Terre Haute Plantation, Saint John Baptist Parish, Louisiana. 
The groove is 5.15 feet above the ground, and 0.32 feet from the edge of the brick wall. 
It is marked by the letters IX U. S. B. M. 1880. The plantation is just above the 
settlement at Bonnet Carr^, and belongs to Mr. James W. Godberry. Elevation^ 
13"».0218. 

B. M. Vni is the head of a long iron bolt in a cement post in the yard of Mr. Adam 
Lasseigne, just above the post-oiuce at Bonnet Carr^, La. Elevation, 11'^.2570. 

B. M. Vll is the head of an iron bolt in a cement post at the foot of a large pecan- 
tree in front of house on estate of Mr. Ambruster, Saint Charles Parish, Louisiana. 
It is about a half mile below the Gypsy Plantation, owned by Mr. Labranche, which^ 
is at the bend of the river below Bonnet Carr6 Crevasse. The hole above the bench- 
mark was tilled with broken bricks, and covered over with earth. It is 1.7 and 1.9 
feet, respectively, from two nails driven in projecting roots of the tree. Elevation, 
11". 1901. 

B. M. VI is the upper surface of the square pedestal of the pillar on the eastern side 
of the front steps of Mr. Leon Sarpy's house, on Prospect Plantation, Saint Charles 
Parish, Louisiana, and nearly opposite Hahnville. The pedestal is of brick, covered 
with hard stucco. The point on which the rods where held is surrounded by a groove 
forming a square, and the letters U. S. B. M. 1880, are cut on the surface. Elevation, 
10».55U4. 

B. M. V is the surface of the stone sill of the footway on the western side of the main 
entrance to Destr<$han Plantation, owned by Judge Rost, Saint Charles Parish, Louis- 
iana. The point on the stone on which the rods were held is surrounded by a groove 
cut in the stone, and marked by the letters U. S. B. M. Elevation, ll"».1258. 

B. M. IV is the head of an iron bolt imbedded in a cement post on the levee about 4 
miles above Kennerville, and nearly in front of the house of Norbert Longue. It is 
9.4 feet from the second and 11 feet from the third tree from the road on the east 
side of the avenue leading to the river. Elevation, 11™.6957. 

B. M. Ill is the bottom of a Hquare depression in the top of a granite block buried 
in the yard of Dr. Gustlue at Kennerville, Jefferson Parish, Louisiana. The stone is 
36 meters in front of the house, and 3.5 meters from a date palm, and is marked witJi 
the letters U. S. B. M. Elevation, 9'».6e99. 
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B. M. II is the bottom of a slight depression in the upper surface of a cement post 
on the inner levee in front of Mr. Soniat's house at Twelve Mile Point, 5 miles above 
Carrollton, La. It is 24 paces above the corner of the road, and 25 paces below the 
gateway. The top of the post is marked with the letters U. S. B. M. 1880. Eleva- 
tion, 11".9489. 

B. M. I is the intersection of two cross lines cut on the iron sill of a door at the 
northwest corner of the depot at Carrollton, La. It is marked with the letters U. S. 
C. S. B. M. 1875. Elevation, 9«'.0272. 
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RXPORT8 OF CHIEFS OF PARTIES UPON FIELD WORK OF TOPOGRAPHY AND HYDROG- 
RAPHY, 1883-'84. 

1. — Report of Assistant Engineer J, A. Ookerson^ Randolph Point to Framtfs Chutej and 

CamphelVs Landing to Saint Louis Landing. 

Office Mississippi River Commission, 

Saini Louis f Mo,, September 1, 1884, 

Sir: I have the honor to make the following report on the field work done under 
mj directian during the season of 1883-'84. Accompanying this report are also the 
recialt^ of investigations concerning sliding banks, changes in the bank-line and sec- 
tion of the Mississippi River between Cairo and Saint Louis Landing, and data con- 
ceming the relative elevations of old river banks and those of later ibrmation. 

In accordance with your instructions to proceed to Randolph Point to continue the 
survey of the Mississippi River, the party left Saint Louis on October 10, 1883, for 
Cairo, where the quarter-boats were in readiness to receive them. The organization 
iras as follows : J. A. Ockerson, chief of party ; topographers, C. W, Clark, N. B. Craig, 
J. C. Quintns, H. P. Ritter, F. Felkel. and F. B. Frencn; hydrographers, B. H. Colby 
and J.N. Allison; levelers, I. O. Walker and C. Brainard; plotting and computing, 
£. J. JoUey; a launch crew of 3; galley crew, 6; leadsmen, 2; rodmen, 8; boatmen 
and axmen, 20. 

The supplies had already been delivered on board, and on the arrival of the parties 
the boats were taken in tow by the steamer Patrol and reached Randolph Point on 
the 15th of October. The topographers began work immediately. 

The insti-uctions required that the work of 1879-'80 should be utilized as far as 
practicable. But little use could be made of it as the survey was done at a high-water 
stage. The triangulation and levels were, of course, available. 

The reach from Randolph Point to head of Frame's Chute was completed on October 
30, and after taking on coal at Memphis the party moved down to Campbell's Land- 
ing to resume the survey where the work under General Comstock closed in 1878. 
Work began at this point on November 1, and was completed to Saint Louis Landing 
on December 28. 

The survey embraces, outside of the usaal mile limit, the Saint Francis River from 
a point opposite Dnpries Landing to the mouth, a distance of about 18 miles, McKinney 
Bayou, and the following lakes: Beaver Dam, Flower, Porter, Eagle, Moou, Mud, and 
Horseshoe. The bluff line was also located from near the mouth of the L'Anguille to 
about 4 miles below Helena, and from the Loosa Hatchie River to a point opposite 
the head of Island 40. 

The season throughout was unusually good both as to stage of river and weather. 
Out of the sixty three working days the party was in the field, there were only three 
rainy days, on which no field work was done. 

On the completion of the survey to Saint Louis Landing, where it closed on the work 
of 1881, the party was disbanded. 

The steamer Pj\troi arrived on the day the work was finished, and on the day fol- 
lowing the quarter-boats were taken in tow for Memphis. 

The accuracy and progress of the work must be largely credited to the fidelity and 
industry of the assiHtatits. 

The following tabulated statement shows in detail the amount of work done: 

Number of miles of river surveyed 92 

Number of square miles of topography 227 

Number of square miles of hydrography ^ 64 

Number of soundings 15,064 

Number of sextant angles read - 14,708 

Number of working days 63 

Average number ot miles of river per month • 37 

Average number of square miles of topography and hydrography per mont h. . 117 
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DEPOSITS HADB BT THE RECENT FLOODS. 

In some places the deposits haye been quite heavy. On both aides of the river 
«bove Frame's Chnte, even on the high bank, there has been a deposit of several inches 
since the survey of 1677-^78. On the lower lands the deposit amounts to 5 feet in 
flome cases. These deposits sometimes consist of pure sand, which ruins cultivated 
Ijbnds and even kills the trees. One curious effect of the deposit was noticed on trian- 

falation lines which were cut through young cottonwoods and willows 3 inches in 
iameter and upwards. The stumps, which were from 1 to 3 feet high, have been cov- 
ered with the deposit, and the fallen trees either washed away or covered up, so that 
now the line is left intact and smooth. 

There is not so much as a weed in it, and all evidences of the cutting except the 
opening have disappeared. 

There are numerous places where no deposits have been made, although the condi- 
tions are apparently the same as where there are heavy deposits. The first surveys 
are so meager in detail that a satisfactory comparison concerning deposits in general 
^ftnnot be made. 

Deposits of gravel have been noticed on the highest lands. This may hav ® come 
from the logs and trees floated from the bars by the risiug river. The heavy sand 
deposits noted must bave been carried in siispenmon and dropped where the velocity 
was diminished by the water leaving the channel. 

STABILITY OF STONE UNE BENCH-MARKS. 

Nearly all of the bench-marks were found intact after having stood the tests of the 
floods for three years. Some of them were covered to a depth of several inches by 
deposits of silt and sand. As a rule the inhabitants do not molest them. Occasion- 
ally a fisherman in need of sinkers digs them up, and after breaking them into suita- 
ble sizes ties the pieces to his net. One was found with the lead and copper bolt dug 
oot. The surface marks were not frequent nor conspicuous enough. 

It is very important to have numerous surface marks or the l^noh- marks will be 
tost in conseonence of changes in bank line, clearing off or growing up of timber, and 
deposits of sift. 

I would here call attention to the advisability of limiting the number of bench- 
marks in the same locality. It has been thefcustom of each party sent out for high- 
-water slope, low-water slope, &c., to establish independent bench-marks. Hence it 
frequently happens that within a radius of a few hundred meters may be found P. B. 
Ms., B. Ms., B. M. L., B. M. £., &c. After the value of one has been well determined 
it should be used. A multiplicity of bench-marks in the same vicinity must ultimately 
result in confusion, while there is no eood reason apparent why every new party sent 
to the field should have a separate and exclusive senes of benches. 

NARROW CHANNEL. 

Just below Mhoon Lake Landing the river becomes verv narrow in conseouence of 
the sand-bar pushing far over into the bend. The width between shore lines at a 
fltage about 6 feet above low water is only 290 meters. The maximum depth in the 
narrowest part is about 65 feet. 

SUDING BANKS. 

In Old Town and Montezuma bends are two peculiar cases of sliding bank, where 
the land settles down bodily, leaving the trees upright, where thev act as a natural 
revetment and remain a long time before being washed away. Plats of these two 
localities are submitted herewith, which show these bends and sections of same. The 
elide in Old Town Bend extends, from a point three-fourths of a mile above the landing, 
down-stream for a distance of about 2^ miles. Near the lower end the slide reaches 
a width of 300 feet. The disintegration seems to be very slow after the ground set- 
tles. The survey of February, 1881, shows the outer line of trees in the same position 
as given by the survey of December, 1883, for more than half the length of the slide. 
Near the lower end the caving amounts to about 30 metiers per year. The deepest 
part of the channel runs very close to the submerged trees. 

The soil of the a<yacent bank is a tough alluvial clay covered with a growth of 
heavy timber. The presence of cypress, and the low land, indicate that it was form- 
erly a swamp or lake, or it may have been the bed of the river at some remote period. 
The water in the bayou and lake back is some 10 feet higher than low water in the 
river. 

In Monte£tuna Bend there is a slide about half a mile long and 100 feet wide in the 
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broadest part. The ahore-line in the apex of the bend has receded about 20 meters a 
year since the survey of 1878. The banks consist of layers of clay and sand. They 
are formed by depoHits in the old river-bed after the cut-off at Mhoon Lake. The old 
river bank was undoubtedly near where the levee is now located. It will be observed 
that a pond lies parallel to the shore-line for the entire Icfngth of the slide. The water 
in the pond lies several feet higher than the ordinary water surface in the river. 

It is probable that those slides are due to the washing out of the sand layers by the 
river, aided very largely by the water in the ponds near by. The latter lying so far 
above the river play an important part in the destruction of the banks. 

This is probably the reason why the banks cave more rapidly when the river is be- 
low the medium stage and falling rapidly. This is especially the case with banks 
composed wholly or partly of clay ; sandy banks cave at all stages. 

In order to ascertain how far the influence of surface water extends, 66 cases of 
caving banks between Memphis and Natchez have been examined in detail, with the 
following results : In 25 cases where there is rapid caving, there is more or less stand* 
ing water near the river. The banks in these cases are generally more sandy and 
friable than the two cases above noted, which probably accounts for their caving in 
amaller fragments. 

The other cases are generally traceable to obstructions in the channel which forces 
the current against the bank, or to the loose sandy nature of some of the banks. 

STABLE BANKS. 

There are bends where the banks are quite stable, and in some of these cases the 
flhape of the channel is such that caving would naturally be expected. Between Isl- 
and No. 1 and Island No. 10 we find ''Iron Banks'' and ''Chalk Bluffs" where the 
river is held by the bluffs. In the bend below Hickman the caving is slight. The 
bank is composed of layers of clay separated by sand. For 3 miles the mam current 
is kept out from the bank, probably by underlying rocks or clay lumps. Below James 
Bayou the bank is very largely clay and caves slowly. 

In the next available reach, which is between Caruthersville and Frame's Chute, the 
bend above Booth's Point is found to be quite stable. The bank is said to be mostly 
bine clay. 

Opposite Island No. 18 the bank is clay and sand, but a bar keeps the current away 
from the bank and it caves but little. Chickasaw Bluff No. 2, near the whirlpool, caves 
slowly. In the bend opposite Island No. 40 there has been but little caving. A bar 
has formed which is attached to the concave bank. 

Above the mouth of the Saint Fi*ancis River the bank is mostly clay. For 2| miles 
the current follows the bank closely and yet the caving is slight. One point in par- 
ticular which juts out some 50 feet from the bank and is not more than 10. feet wide 
on top has stood the wear of the current for several years. It was noticed in the sur- 
rey of 1878 and has changed but little since then. 

The pertinacity with which deep indentations in the banks remain for years in the 
same locality is as remarkable as the stability of the clay points. Cases have been 
noticed where they have existed for several years, although the entire bank-line has 
receded over 1,000 feet. 

EUEVATIONS OF PRESENT RIVER BANKS AS COMPARED WITH BANKS OF CUT-OFF LAKES. 

It is frequentlv stated that the banks of the old river lakes are higher than the 
present river banks. It is generally conceded that the banks of alluvial streams reach 
an elevation equal to the plane of mean high water. 

If the first proposition is true, theu the floods which deposited these old river banks ^ 
dating back many years prior to the settlement of the Mississippi Valley, must have 
been higher than those of recent years of which we have authentic records. 

This does not accord with the theory that cutting down the forests, bringing the 
land under cnltivation and confining the river between levees, all tend to increase the 
flood heights. 

It is to throw some light on these questions that an examination has been made of 
all cases where the elevations of the old river banks were determined by the recent 
Borvfys. 

The elevations are generally reliable to the nearest foot. They were determined by 
vertical angles, read forward and back with a transit. If the elevations were more 
numeroos, the comparisons would of course be more satisfactory. 

The distance given in the following descriptions are measured from the present 
river bank tu the farthest point in the old river lake. Maps of eight old lakes and 
adjacent river have been reduced and are submitted herewith. 

They show the elevations in feet above the Memphis datum plane. 

Bwrer Dam Lakey near .^if^tin.— Date of cut-oft' not known. Bank at the head of the 
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lake is the same elevation as the present river bank, and said to be above overflow. 
Head of the lake is about 3 miles from the river. 

Eagle Lake^ Terrapin Neck Cut-off. — Made in 1866. General elevations of bank is 
the same as that of present river bank. Land said to be above overflow. The head 
of the lake is 7 miles from the present river at the cnt off". 

Tazoo Lake^ at the mouth of Tazoo liiver. — Said to have been cut off in 1699. Land 
at the head of the lake has the same elevation as the adjacent river banks. Head of 
lake is 7 miles from river. 

Palmyra Lake, Davis Cut-off, — Made in 1867. Land at the head of the lake is the 
same elevation as the adjacent river banks. The levels are not well checked and the 
elevations may be erroneous. Head of the old bend is 7 miles from the river at the 
cut-oft'. 

Lake Saint Joseph^ Hard Times Bend, — Date of cut-off not known. It was probably- 
made long before the Mississippi valley was settled. Elevations at head or lake to- 
wards the upper end are about 2 feet higher than adjacent river banks around Hard 
Times Bend. This part of the lake lies very near Palmyra Lake, and the bank eleva- 
tions are the same us those of the latter lake. Hard Times Bend lies so far down- 
stream from the part of the lake considered that lower elevations should be expected. 
The level notes around this lake are doubtful. The head of lake from present river is 
about 6 miles distant. 

Lake Bruin, near Bondurani Landing, — Date of cut-off not known. No elevations are 
given at the head of the lake on the bend side. Elevations on the point side and the 
other elevations given are lower than the adjacent river banks. The head of the 
lake is 6 miles from present river. 

Idike Saint Johtij opposite Fairchild's Bend. — Date of cut-off not known. The land 
around the head of the lake is about the same elevation as the adjacent river banks. 
The old bend is about 3^ miles from the present river bauk. 

Lake Concordia, above Nat<:hez. — Ha« probably been cut off twice, date not known. 
At present rate of caving in Giles Bend another cut-off is threatened in the same 
locjClity. The land around old river is 5 to 7 feet higher than the concave bank of 
Marengo Bend, but this is undoubtedly on account of the rapid caving ('^0 feet per year 
during the past 70 years), which has prevented the deposit from keeping pace with it. 
The new-made land on the point opposite is as high as the highest land around the 
old bend. 

To farther illustrate the effect of a cut-off, take an ideal case. We know that the 
river banks have a slope about equivalent to that of the water surface or about 0.3 
foot per mile. Then if the elevation of the bank at the upper end of the cut-off is 100 
feet we can interpolate the other elevations around the old bend. 

The land from the river banks back, has a slope of several feet per mile. Hence it 
is evident that in consequence of this slope the land at the head of the lake is above 
overflow, even though it be no higher than the river banks proper. 

Measuring around the old bend the distance is 15 miles with a total fall of 4.5 feet, 
or 2.2 'feet per mile if measured through the cut-off. This excessive slope will event- 
ually adjubt itself by erosion of banks and bed, but for some time after the cut-off the 
banks immediately beloW the cut-off will be overflowed at a comparatively low stage 
while the banks above the cut-off are above overflow. Under normal conditions the 
bank at the lower end of cut-off would have an elevation of 99.1 feet instead of 95.2. 
An examination of the old cut-offs suggests that this difierence has been eliminated 
by deposit below the cut-off*. 

It is also evident that in the cases examined the old and new river banks have 
nearly the same elevations, and consequently that the flood» of late years do not differ 
materially in elevation from those occurring before the valley was settled. 

CHANGES IN BANK LINE AND SECTION. 

The later surveys afford a good opportunity of ascertaining the character and ex- 
tent of the changes which have taken place since the surveys of 1879-^80. The data 
available at present embraces the portions of the river lying between Island No. 1 
and Scaulan's Landing, Arkansas, and Commerce Cut-off' and Saint Louis Lauding. 

Maps are submitted herewith, which show the changes in shore line and the loca- 
tion of sections compared. The shore-line on the bar side changes so rapidly with 
slight differences of stage of river, that a comparison of that side has generally been, 
omitted. 

Sections have beeu plotted which are nearly coincident in the two surveys, and 
therefore show the changes that have occurred in d«^pth and form of section. In plot- 
ting, the bottom has been referre<l to the same plane, and the differences in the water 
Bunaces show the difference in the stages at which thesoundings were taken. 

These comparisons are of peculiar interest as showing to some extent the effect tut 
the great floods which have occurred in th« interval between the two surveys. 
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CAVING BANKS. 

The amount of caving shown on the accompanying sheets was determined by 
measuring the distance between the positions of the banic lines as located by the two 
surveys. 

The initial points on which these two surveys depend are sometimes 3 or 4 miles 
apart, and there may be a slight difference in sketching between the intermediate 
points located with the stadia; hence the figures given must not be regarded as exact 
m any special case. As a whole they may be considered as very near the truth. Where 
the caving has been very slight the comparisons fail to show it. 

In general, the advance of the bars into the bends has kept pace with the receding 
banks. 

The amount and rate of caving is given in tabular form for the principal bends. 
As the greatest caving is most frisquently found near the lower end of the bend, it fol- 
lows that the present tendency is to make the river more nearly straight. 

From Island Xo. 1 to Island No. 10 the caving banks aggregate 209,850 feet in length 
in a distance of ,'>5 miles, or an average of 3,81(5 feet per mile of river. The heaviest 
caving occurs in Puntney aud Beckwith bends and near Island No. 10. The amounts 
of caving at different points are given in detail on sheets 1, 2, and 3 of the published 
series accompanying this report. 

From Caruthersville to head of Frame's Chute the caving banks aggregate 502,000 
feet in length in a distance of 115 nriles, or an average of 4,365 feet per mile of river. 
The greatest, caving is above Rucker's Point, Forked Deer Island and opposite bend, 
Morgan's Point and above Centennial cut-olf. At Forked Deer Island it has caved 
2,210 feet in 4 years. 

From Commerce Cut-off to Saint Louis Landing the caving banks aggregate :i92,520 
feet in length in a distance of 77 miles, or an average of 5,098 feet per mile of river. 
The greatest caving is near Commerce Cut-off, in Bordeaux Chute, above Hardin's 
Point, at Trotter's Landing, aud Jackson's Point. Near the lower end of Bordeaux 
Obnte the entire river moved west a distance of 5,000 feet from 1880 to 1883, or at the 
rate of about 1,(570 feet per year. 

At Trotter's Landing the caving from 1878 to 1883 amounted to 1,560 feet. From 
1878 to 1880 the caving along Helena Island amounted to 1,310 feet, while from 1880 
to 1883 the caving was very slight. 

The head of Shoo-Fly Bar has moved down-stream over half a mile in spite of the 
fact that it was largely composed of gravel. 

Brinkley Tow-head, the tow-heads iust below O. K. Landing, and a large portion of 
Uontezuma Tow-head have been wasned away. 

Island No. 65, which in 1881 was IJ miles long and | mile wide, and covered with 
heavy timber, has entirely disappeared. 

It will be noticed that the greatest changes have taken place on the last-named 
reach and near the cut-offs at Commerce and Bordeaux Chute. 

If we take 60 feet as the distance from the top of the bank to the bottom of the 
river (it will average something more than that) along caving bends, and use the 
length and mean widths given in the accompanying plats we can compute the number 
of cubic yards moved by erosion of banks. 

From Island No. I to Island No. 10 it is found to be 551,385 cubic yards per annnm 
for each mile of river. 

From Caruthersville to Frame's Chute, 999,041 cable yards. 

From Commerce Cut-off to Saint Louis Landing, 2,231,726 cubic yards. The latter 
includes the tow-heads and Island 65, which have been washed away. 

CAVING BANKS. 



Locality. 




Fnntnev Bend 

LacM 6end 

Wolflnland Bend 

Bfckwith Bend 

Hickman Bend 

Ii»UndNo. 8 Bend 

MiMonri Bend 

New Madrid Bend 

KoUnd*8 Landing 

Barneir* Point 

Point Pleasant to Buddie's Point 

Herri wether Bend 

LitUe CypreM Bend 



20,000 
35,000 
20,500 
20,600 
11,000 
23,300 
20.000 
31,300 
10,300 
15,000 
28,750 
23,000 
22,700 



Maximain 
width of 
erosion. 



Feet 

720 

620 

260 

1,020 

395 

260 

787 

729 

1,149 

8,100 

623 

726 

970 



Mean 
width. 



Feet 

350 
266 
140 
511 
148 
170 
502 
377 
681 
1,085 
356 
371 
666 



Annual rate 
of eroeion. 



Feet 



87 
67 
40 

187 
40 
48 

138 
75 

187 

217 
71 
74 

188 



152 



BEPOBT OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER COMMISSION. 



CAYIKG BANKS--Continixe<L 



Locality. 



Beelfoot Beod 

Little Prairie Bend 

Booth's Bend 

Coleman's Bend 

Needham'a Bend 

BarfieldBend 

Forked Deer Island 

Canadian Reach 

Ashport Bf nd 

Elmut Bend 

Oraighead Point..... 

Morgan's Point 

Idaho Bend 

Bateman's Bend 

Centennial Bend 

Fogleman Chnte (both aides) 

Beei Island 

Bradley's Bend 

Redman's Bend 

Commerce Cnt-off (partial) .. 

Ashle? Point 

Brinkley Bend 

Bordeaux Chute 

Hardin's Point 

Ship Island Bend 

Harbert's Bend 

Shoo Fly Bend 

Hopefleld Bend 

St-Trancis Bend 

Trotter's Bend 

Helena Bend 

Montezuma Bend 

BeltaBend 

Horse Shoe Bend 

Old Town Bend 

Island 63 

Hughey's 

Island 64 Bend 

Ludlow's Bend 



Length. 



Harimnm 
width of 
erosion. 



^S0<. 


Ft9t. 


50,200 


870 


25.000 


1.541 


16,000 


190 


28,100 


660 


88.800 


790 


87,600 


990 


83,000 


2,210 


16,000 


1,670 


19,000 


690 


13,400 


760 


11, 000 


560 


11.000 


990 


54,800 


1,040 


26,000 


1,220 


21,000 


1.570 


15,600 


230 


11,000 


757 


13,300 


460 


16,000 


628 


8,850 


2,950 


15,000 


760 


23,100 


2,460 


13,800 


4,200 


13,900 


1,160 


8, 420 


660 


20, 000 


210 


8,100 


1,450 


11,700 


1,480 


86.200 


580 


19,000 


1,700 


19,000 


670 


18,600 


300 


8,500 


360 


18. 700 


420 


20,000 


530 


9.000 


460 


15,000 


528 


15,000 


760 


80,000 


400 



Mean 
width. 



Feet 
257 
751 
160 
337 
305 
370 
862 
998 
344 
206 
288 
501 
341 
539 
649 
188 
478 
237 
810 

2.460 
565 
798 

1,342 
418 
445 
148 
830 
820 
287 

1,220 
433 
207 
157 
283 
270 
210 
815 
845 
801 



Annual rate 
oferoeiott. 



ruiL 



61 

ISO 

44 

92 

108 

106 

286 

278 

94 

56 

78 

187 

«8 

147 

149 

62 

181 

66 

86 

820 

188 

268 

44 

189 

148 

49 

277 

164 

96 

407 

144 

69 

62 

94 

90 

70 

106 

115 

100 



CHANGES IN SECTION. 



A carefal analysis of the sections compared gives the following resalts : 



Character of changes in river. 



Xarmwer and deeper , 

Wider and deeper 

Same width and deeper . . . . . 
Narrower and same depth . . 

Wider and same depth 

Same width and same depth 




^ 



74 
63 
17 

9 
12 

6 



Same depth or deeper (total) 








171 


Hf arrower and shallower ............................. 


; 6 


8 

24 

3 


9 

17 

8 


28 


Wider and shallower ................................... 


::::::"::::::: J 


45 


Same wiflt-h and shallower. 


6 


12 








Shallower (total) 


1 






80 
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It Trill b« seen from the above table that, out of the 251 sections compared, the last 
snrvey shows that the river is the same depth or deeper in 171 cases and shallower in 
80 cases. It is the same width in 35 cases, narrower in 106 cases, and wider in 110 
cases. In the vicinity of the improvements at Plnm Point, say from Island 25 to Ran- 
dolph, the sections show the same depth or deeper in 34 cases, and shallower in 10 cases. 
The increase in width in this reach is quite marked. The river is wider in 2H sections, 
narrower In 10 sections, and same width in 6 sections. Tl:e increase in depth occnrs 
mainly in the bends and the decrease on the crossings. The greatest erosion of the 
river bed does not occur where the bank erosion is the greatest, but where the banks 
have been stable, or the channel contracted. A section near Hardin's Point has de- 
creased in width 4,900 feet and increased in depth 45 feet. The etlect of the stable 
banks near Columbus and Hickman has been a very decided increase in depth. 

As a rule, decrease in width is accompanied by a corresponding increase in depth, 
and conversely, an increase in width shows a decrease in depth. 

In the bends below Friar's Point, where is a great difference in the stages of the sec- 
tions, it will be seen that the deepest sections belong to the highest stage. That is, 
the bottom seems to have been scoured out during the high stage or filled at the lower 
stage. Many of the sections show but little change. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

J. A. OCKERSON, 
United States Assistant Engineer, 

First Lieut. Smith S. Leach, 

Secretary Mississippi River Commission, 



2. — Report of Assistant Engineer 0. M, Winekell^ Island 2^o, 1 to Donaldson's Point. 

Office Mississippi River Commission, 

Saint Louis, Jlfo., June 1, 1884. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith a report concerning the field operations 
of the topographic party under my direction during the season of 1883- '84. 

In obedience to your instructions I left Saint Louis on the evening of October 10, 
1883, with the party, consisting of 10 assistant engineers, 2 recorders, 6 rodmen, 8 
stadia men, 6 bofitmen, 16 axmen, 1 steward, 2 cooks, 3 waiters, 1 watchman, and a 
tog crew of 3. We reached Cairo, 111., and went on board the quarts r-boat« Tennes- 
seo and Pioneer on the morning of October 11. Aft^r taking on supplies at Cairo, the 
quarter-boats were towed to Island No. 1 by the iron launch which had been assigned 
to the party, and work was begun October 12. Assistant J. A. Paige, G. W. Wood, 
H. W. Kerr, F. B. Maltby, and G. H. French were assigned to topography ; Assistant 
Moses Greenwood, hydrography ; Assistants L. C. Jones and J. W. Dorst, levels ; Assist- 
ant G. H. Whitney, office work, platting field notes of the survey ; Recorder D. £. 
Perkins and C. K. Tharp read sextant angles and recorded in the sounding-boat. 

The upper limit of our survey joined the lower limit of the topographic survey made 
in 1870-^77 by the U. S. Lake Survey under the direction of General C. B. Comstock, 
and it was intended to continue the same down the river to Carnthersville, Mo., but 
owing to lack of funds to carry on the work, the party was called in and disbanded 
December 1, at which time the survey had been completed to a point about 5^ miles 
above New Madrid, Mo., 45 miles above Carnthersville. 

TOPOGRAPHY. 

In addition to the usual limits of the survey, the line of blufif's was located by com- 
pass line from Island No. 1 to Reelfoot Lake and frequent determinations made of the 
difference of elevation between the top and bottom of the bluffs. Their height above 
the water surface of the river at medium stage ranges from 150 feet to 200 feet. 

AH of the lakes, ponds, and bayous between the bluffs and the river were surveyed 
by compass and stadia. Connections were made with two county lines in Kentucxy, 
and three points on the State line between Tennessee and Kentucky. Several town- 
ship and section corners of the United States land survey were also connected with 
this survey. Obion Creek, Bayou du Chien, and James Bayou were meandered from 
2 to 5 miles beyond the prescribed limits of topography. 

Assiatant French made a survey of the head of Reelfoot Lake and about 7 miles of 
its length. In the report of the commissioners appointed by the States of Kentucky 
and Tennessee to locate and mark the boundary line between those two States, it is 
stated that it took them six weeks to run a line across Reelfoot Lake, ** a feat never 
before accomplished," the obstacles being numerous sloughs, swamps, bayous, cane- 
brakes, 6lc, Mr. French was only two weeks in crossing the lake and surveying both 
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shores by independent lines, it being impossible to locate one shore by intersections 
from the other, on account of dead trees in the lake and marsh grass along the shores. 
The State commissioners measured their distances with a chain. Mr. French used a 
compass and stadias. 

The supposition that Reelfoot Lake was once the channel of the Mississippi River, 
is, in my opinion, without foundation in fact. It has none of the characteristic fea- 
tures of **o]d river'' lakes, but is like the ''sunk lands" of the Saint Francis Basin, 
very irregular in shape, shallow, and full of dead trees studding in the water. It is 
5 feet to 1*2 feet deep, except in two places, where it is 20 feet deep. It was prob- 
ably a cypress swamp whicn sank during the earthquake convulsions of 1811. 

HYDROGRAPHY. 

Sections were sounded about 350 meters apart and a longitudinal line sounded along 
the thread of deepest water over the entire reach of river surveyed. 

The maximum depth found was 142 feef, and this depth was found both at Colum- 
bus and Hickman. At Hickman the river is very narrow, the wet section being not 
more than half as wide as it was at the same stage in 1879, but the depth has more 
than doubled in the same time. The narrowest place found was at Chalk Bank, where 
the gravel and sand bar projects from Wolf Island to within 275 meters of the oppo- 
site bank. Here, as at Hickman, the rocks at the base of the bluffs project some dis- 
tance into the river and are from 3 feet to 15 feet below the surface at low stages. 

LEVELS. 

Several new permanent bench-marks were established, and at each stone line a river 
crossing was made with two instruments by simultaneous observations, and duplicate 
lines of levels carried from the crossing hubs to the B. M's. on the stone line. A con- 
tinuous line of levels was run on the left bank checking in the precise level bench- 
marks which had previously been established. 

CAVIKO BANKS. 

No very marked changes have taken place in this part of the river since 1879. The 
caving in the bends has been continuous, but not very rapid, the greatest amount of 
cutting being at Parker's, above Hickman, where it reached a maxiitinm of 274 meters 
in four years, and just below Slough Landing, in Missonri Bend, where it has caved 
240 meters. Immediately above Hickman, at Bayou du Chien^ it has caved 89 meters 
since 1879. 

Miles of river surveyed 55 

Square miles topography 136 

Square mi les hydrography 38 

Total area surveyed 174 

River crossings of levels 17 

Cross-sections sounded 262 



SLOPS TABL£. 



Locality. 



Dietonce. ^^^ill^'' 



Risinj: or , Cairo gange* 
falling.'' \ reading. 



Island No. 1 toGolambaa 

Columbus to foot of Wolf Island 

Foot Wolf Island to Salmon's Landing 

Salmon's Landing to James' Bayon 

James' Bayon to ^ Biidaall 

A Blrdsall to ^ Everett 

Mean slope for entire reach 



MilM. 


Feet, 




11 


0.16 


± 


7 


0.46 


_ 


7 


0.84 


+ 


11 


0.23 


± 


10 


0.31 


db 


11 


0.35 


+ 


57 

1 


0.32 





FeeL 



8.97 
ia40 
19.40 
20.88 
22.06 
26.90 



* + =riBing; — = falling; d: = stationary. 

I cannot too highly commend the diligence and skill of my assistants^ upon whose 
zeal the favorable progress of the work so largely depends. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servauti 

C. M. WINCHELL, 

AsHttant Engineer* 
First Lieut. Smith S. Lbach, 

Secretary Misnesippi Biver Commieeion, 
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X—Bepart of As9%8iani Enffineer L, L. Wheelefy Caruthersville, Mo,, to Randolph Povni, 

Tennessee. 

Office Mississippi River Commission, 

. Saint Louis, Mo., August 1, 1884. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit the following report upon the operations of the 
party in my charge flnring the season of 188IJ-*84. 

The work assigned to the party was t.o make a topographical and hydrographical 
survey of that section of the Mississippi River between Caruthersville, Mo., and Ran- 
dolph Point, Tennessee. The organization of the party was as follows : Chief of party, 
L. L. Wheeler ; topographers, A. N. Darrow, O. W. Ferguson, E. E. Haskell, O. A. 
Orrman, A. H. Weber, J. W. Payne; hydrographers, H. B. Wood, Fred. Morley; lev- 
elers, A. E. Kastl, T. C. Thomas; draughtsman, A. Perrilliat: and 4^ men. 

In accordance with yonrinstmctions, the party left Saint Louis by rail the evening 
of October 10, and went on board the quarter-boats Illinois and Kentucky, at Cairo, 
111., the following morning. The boats were taken in tow the same day by the Uni- 
ted States steamer Patrol, and reached Camtliersville the evening of October 13. 
Field work commenced Monday, October 15, on a line normal to the river at Camthers- 
ville, and continued without interruptions of any kind until about January 1, when 
the weather became very inclement, and continued so until the end of the season. 
At the above date Brandy wine Island had been reached, and the work remaining to 
be completed included Centennial and Brandywine Islands, Islands 37 and 39, and 
the main banks down to Kandolph Point. The river at this time was rising fast and 
rapidly covering the low bars and islands, and bringing down large quantities of 
driftwood. The weather became intensely cold and a large portion of the time heavy 
fogs huns over the river, making it difficult to see signals or to do field work of any 
kind in the immedi.ite vicinity of the river. The work was pushed down the main 
channel as fast a^ the weather would permit, and, January 5, was completed in and 
along the main channel to Randolph Point. The Patrol moved the party, January 6, to 
Viola Landing in the old river, behind Centennial Island. A heavy snow-storm set in 
the next day and ice commenced running the same evening. From that time until 
the end of the work the river was not free from ice, so that no hydrography could be 
done. The work on the main bank behind Centennial Island and Island 37 was com- 
pleted by the parties walking to and from work through snow from 6 to 8 inches deep, 
part of the work being done on the ice. The Patrol returned to the party the even- 
ing of January 9, and remained until the morning of January 12, when finding it im- 
possible to continue work and provisions being exhausted the party was disbanded 
and taken to Memphis by the Patrol. The work left unfinished includes the whole of 
Island 37 and thatportion of Centennial Island lying outside of the old main bank, and 
the hydrography in the chutes behind these islands. The total number of days spent 
in the field was 94, of which 4 were spent in traveling, 2 were observed as holidays, 13 
were Sundays, and 5 were too stormy for work, leaving 70 days in which work was 
done. The length of main river surveyed was 101 miles, the average daily progress 
being 1,07 miles or 1.44 miles per working day. The average daily progress in miles of 
river was very much diminished by the number of large islands to be surveyed. The 
total nnnibcr of square miles of topography was 274, and of hydrography HO, making 
the total number of square miles surveyed 354, being a dally average of 3.76 square 
miles, or 5.05 square miles per working day. 

TOPOGRAPHY. 

A preliminary survey of this portion of the river had been made during the season 
of ltft9-'80, and the work of last season was intended to fill in the topographical de- 
tails. 

It waa found, however, that in consequence of the loss of many of the triangulation 
stations and of the necessity of running shore lines to locate sounding stations and to 
determine changes in banks, bars, &c., that a complete survey was necessary. This 
work did not differ in detail from what had been done previous seasous. A sufficient 
number of triangulation stations were found to furnish azimuth, and to check stadia 
distances. Of the 100 triangulation stations on this portion of the river, 54 have been 
lost by caving of the banks, 2 have been taken away by persons unknown, 3 have been 
broken, and 2 were not found, although at safe distances from the river. 

HYDROGRAPHY. 

The instructions required that the sections sounded in 1879-'80 should be resounded 
as nearly as they could be identified. It was found, however, that, on account of 
changes that had taken place in banks, bars, islands, tow-hoadn, &c., the old sec- 
tions could not be identified, and could be found only by plotting the shore-lines 
and comparing the two surveys. To have done this would have kept the hydrography 
far behind the other work, which it was not advisable to do. In the 101 miles of 
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main river 503 sections were sounded, making the average distance between them 
323 meters. Probably none of the old sections would be more than 200 meters from one 
of the new ones, and the majority of them wonld be much less. It is probable that, 
on account of the changes that have taken place, the positions of the old sections 
relative to the general outline of the river had changed by as great distances, and 
that, therefore, the old sections have been as nearly duplicated as if sounded in ex- 
actly the same positions. 
The following is a summary of the hydrographical work: 

Miles of main river ,. 101 

Square miles 80 

Sections in main river 503 

Sections in chutes, &c 121 

Soundings j 29,283 

Sextant angles 16,974 

LEVELS. 

Elevations were based upon a line of precise bench-marks, and are referred to the 
Memphis datum plane. There had been set originally 27 bench-marks, and of these 
21 were found in good condition, 3 were not found but probably are safe, 1 had caved 
in the river, 1 had been broken, and 1 had been taken to serve as hearth-stone in a 
cabin near b^. 

The followmg table shows the discrepancies between the results of the precise levels 
and the ordiuary levels: 



Bench-marks. 


Distance. 


Discrapancy. 


Bench-marks. 


Distance. 


DiscreiMnoj. 


No. 27 to No. 28 




Fe«L 
-0.084 
-0. 018 
+0. 121 


Na 42 to No. 43 


Miiet. 

4 
4 

H 


FmL 
•f 0.027 


Ko. 28 to No. 31 


No. 43 to No. 44 


—0. 121 


No. 28 to No. 32 


No. 44 to No. 45 


•f 0.006 


No. 32 1 No. 33 


No. 45 to No. 46. 


-0.062 


No. 32 to No. 37 


19^ ' u.n. 007 


No. 48 to No. 40 


+0.070 


No. 37 to No. 38 


? 


+0. Oil 
+0.003 
-0. 078 
-f 0.008 


No. 40 to Nu. 51 


+0.062 


No. 37 to No. 30 


No. 61 to No. 52* 


-O.0O8 


No.89toNo.41 


No. 61 to No. 53 


-0.146 


No. 41 to No. 42 











* No. 52 said to haire been diatnrbed by a falling tree. 

Lines of levels were run on each bank, the two checking each other by river cross- 
ings and by conmarisons of water surfaces. The following table shows the discrep- 
ancies between tne two lines of ordinary levels : 



Locality of comparison. 



Booth's Point, Tennessee 

Foot of Island 21 

Daniel's Point, Arkansas 
Elmot Landing;, Arkan- 
sas 

Fnlton, Tenn 



Distance. 



MiUt. 

14 
201 



t3 



Discrepancy. 


Feet 

+0.327 
-0. Ill 
+0.117 

-0.034 
-0.020 



Locality of comparison. 



Morgan's Point, ArkaU' 

Andrew's Landing, Ar 

kansas 

Brandy wine Island 



Distance. 



MOM. 

15 
10* 



Discrepancy. 



FeeL 

+0.030 

+a037 
+O.170 



There have been set along the section of the river 116 stone line bench- marks, of 
which 14 were set during last season. Of the 102 bench-marks set in 1879-'ti0 5 
have beeu lost by caving of the banks, 3 have been broken, and 8 were not found, 
although at safe distances from the river. Filed herewith is a table showing all ele- 
vations of stone line bench-marks determined, and discrepancies where elevations 
have been obtained in both seasons for the same beuch-marks. The elevations of 
bench-marks used in determining the low- water slope of 1883 were determined, and 
the water-gauges at Cottonwood Point and Fulton inspected, and the elevation of 
their zeros determined. 

The assistants performed their duties with ability and energy, and to them is largely 
due the rapid progress of the work. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

L. L. WHEELER, 

AsBietani Engineer, 
First Lieut. Smith S. Lsach, 

Secretary Mississippi River Commission, 
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Appendix D. 

bsport upon and results of experimental work at various discharge 

stations. 

Office Mississippi River Commission, 

Saint Louis, Mo,, October 20, 1884. 

General : I have tlie honor to submit herewith theresnlts of the experimental work 
done at the Padnoah, Colnmbns, Helena, Hays' Landing, and Red River Landing dis- 
charge stations in 1882. The work related mainly to the distribution of velocities 
throughout the cross-section. 

The original reports are voluminous and contain much detail of computation not 
essential to a complete presentation of the results. The important parts have there- 
fore been extracted ; but it should be added that every indiiHdual result is preBent<ed in 
figures, and the individual curves omitted may easily be reconstructed from them by 
any one so inclined. 

The methods of reduction are described in the report accompanying the Paducah 
results, and were the same for all the ntations, all the computers working from one 
memorandum and under the same supervision. All the work was done with current 
meters. . 

There are given for each discharge section tables showing the ratings of meters used 
in determining velocities, and tables showing depths^ velocities at each tenth of depth 
for each observation, means for each station, means of all stations, and means of all ob- 
servations. For Paducah and Red River Landing there are given reports upon the 
reductions by Assistant Engineer £ H. Twining. A table is given showing transverse 
distribution of velocities observed at seven feet beneath the surface in the bend above 
Columbus. There are also given tables showing areas of a section in Beckwith's Bend, 
12 miles below Columbus, and of a section in Brunette Bend, 22 miles below Red River 
Landing. 

For each section a plate is given showing a sketch of the locality, the general shape 
of the cross-section and the vertical velocity curves. In order to economize space the 
origins of velocities in the curves have been so taken as to brin^ the curves as near 
ea<ui other as possible without confusion. The scales for velocities and depths are 
nniform throughout. 

There is also given a plate showing the curves representing equal velocities at the 
Hays' Landing section at low water, the stage being between 6 and 7 feet. Each of 
the velocities there shown, is the mean of 23 observations made on separate days, the 
river being practically at a stand. 

While the curves of each station seem to have a different characteristic form, they 
are in close accord on one very important point in practical gauging, viz: — the depth 
at which the mean velocity is to be found. 

The following table shows the grand mean curve for all localities and the percent- 
age of the depth at ^'hich mean velocity is found in the mean curve for each locality. 

This percentage varies from .60 to .71 only. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

SMITH S. LEACH, 
First Lieutenant of Engineers, Secretary, 

General C. 6. Comstock, 

President Mississippi Biver Commission, and 

Chairman Committee on Surveys and Examinationt, 



1.— Paducah, Kentucky. 

Officb Mississippi Rivbr Commission, 

Saint Louis, Mo,, July 6, 1884. 

Sir : In accordance with insti'uctions, I have the honor to submit a report on the re- 
duction of experimental work performed by Assistant W. G. Price, in the year 1882, 
at the Ohio River discharge section near Paducah, Ky. 

The section is situated 3 miles below the mouth of the Tennessee River, and about 15 
miles below the month of the Cumberland. The effect of local ohauffes in these riv- 
en is at times noticeable at the section, in producing irregularities both of amount 
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and distribuiion of velocities, especially at the lower stages. In general, howeyer 
a rise of these rivers is so nearly coiDcident with a like movement of the Ohio, that 
their effect is lost in the mass of the main river. 

A middle bar, just showing atextrenielow water, lies at abont two-thirds the width 
of the river from the Kentucky shore. Nearly opposite the head of this, and neater 
the Kentncky side, is the foot of a series of shoals, which are virtually a coutiDnation 
of the point of land between the Ohio and Tennessee. Between these and the bar 
first mentioned is the high- water channel of the Ohio. The effect of this conforma- 
tion will be alluded to in the course of the report. 

A sketch of the localitv is appended. 

The experimental work included the following particulars : Determination of velo- 
cities in vertical planes; comparison of mid-depth and integration velocities; com- 
parison of rod-float and meter velocities ; current oscillations ; meter ratings. 

Vertical velocities. — These were all taken with the meter, Ellis No. 6 being nsed up to 
Januarj^ 24, and Price A after that date. Observations were made at 17 stations, ex- 
cept from July 14 to August 31, when the number of stations was 16. These stations 
were located by fixed signals, so that the points of observation were nearly invaria- 
ble. Ouly during the period above mentioned was it found necessary to redistribute 
the observations, in the process of combination. The meter was run for one minute 
at every foot in depth (in very shoal water at one- half foot intervals), and a mid-depth 
run of five minutes was made before and after each vertical. The whole number of 
verticals is 211. 

The results are tabulated in the annexed sheets, numbered 1 to 84, with a graphic 
view of each vertical and of Its location on the section. The meter registrations are 
given for one-minute runs, and the velocities in feet per second. Except where other- 
wise stated the scale of depth for the plotted curves is 10 feet, and that of velocity 1 
foot to the division. In the location the scale is 1,000 feet to the division horizontal ; 
the vertical scale is arbitrary.* 

Upon the assumption that the velocities at proportionate depths, at all stations, 
maintain a fixed ratio, the vertical curves were divided into tenths, from surfoce to 
bottom, and the velocity at each tenth measured or computed, thus forming a new 
series of verticals of 11 points each. The verticals of this series were combined ac- 
cording to their respective stations, the mean of each group (station mean) represent- 
ing the normal distribution of velocities in a vertical plane for that station. The sta- 
tion means were in like manner combined, the result (means of stations) giving the 
vertical distribution of velocities for the whole section. A grand mean was obtained 
by combining all the numbers of the series, without distributing them to their reepect- 
iye stations. This differs slightly from the mean of stations, from the fact that the 
1^ umber of observations was not the same for all stations, those made at the higher 
stg^ges of water, not always including every station on the section. 

inspection of the curves on sheet No. ^^ shows considerable variation in form, in 
pa ssing from No. 1, on the Kentucky side, to No. 17, on the Illinois side, those on the 
left side of the middle bar having their maximum below, and those on the other side 
at the surface. In connection with the grand mean curve, the mean of stations 1 to 
8, and that of stations 9 to 17, are exhibited. The difference in form arises from the 
fact that, as previously explained, the river at this point does no.t present a homogene- 
ous section. Because of the disturbances from this source, it is hardly to be expected 
that the grand mean curves should be capable of being expressed by an equation. 
The nearest approach is apparently to that of an ellipse with its major axis verti- 
cal. Mr. Price is probably ri^ht in attributin|( some of these irregularities in the 
vertical distribution of velocities to differences in temperature of the two rivers, al- 
though, no record of the temperature of the water having bfcn kept, the extent of this 
influence cannot be certainly defined. Aside from this, however, the variations in 
relative stage of the Ohio and its affluent, affect to some extent the distribution of 
velocities, both vertical and transverse. Furthermore a change in transverse distri- 
bution also occurs as the absolute stage becomes lower, the maximum velocity above 
the 8-foot stage being on the Kentucky side, and below that stage on the Illinois side, 
except in case of a transient rise in the Tennessee. This apparently results from the 
action of the bar just above the section, which at low water tends to restrict the Ohio 
current to the north channel. 

Mid-depth and integration velocities.— The^e experiments, 75 in number, were all made 
after the river had fallen to the 25-foot stage. The meter was run at mid-depth for 
fiveminute8, the registrations being noted at intervals of flfteen se'^onds; the integra- 
tions (taken from bottom to top only) were also recorded every fifteen seconds. Only 
mid-depth velocities were plotted, and the mean compared with that of the integra- 
tions. Inspection of the curves shows that the variations from the mean, with few 
exceptions, lie within the limits of error in observation, viz, a half second of time and 

* The tables here referred to are not published. 
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a lialf registration, and that there is little evidence of anything like rhythmic pulsa- 
tion in tne current during the time (five minutes) given to the observation. 

The sum of the two errors mentioned gives an absolute error which may occur in any 
observation, and which will show a larger percentage as the velocity is lower. The 
mean of velocities observed at all stations for the period of this set of observations is 
S.16 feet per second ; the possible error is 0.14, or 6.5 per cent. 

The average of all the observations gives a departure from the mean of ^6.5 per 
cent. ; this however varies widely in the individual observations, ranging from 2 to 20 
per cent. There are evidently, besides the errors of experiment, causes of fluctuation 
to be sought for in the irregularities of the stream lines and in the management of the 
meter. It is manifest that, if the meter is free to swing as a whole, like a pendulum, 
lateral variations will produce oscillations, which, interfering with the current move- 
ment, will g^ve velocities varying from one another in the same way, and for the same 
reasons, as upward and downward integrations vary. These movements of the meter 
mask to some extent the current variations, and must be as far as possible eliminated 
before the latter can be examined. From the experiments on current oscillations at 
this station, it appears that lateral deviations are very small, and it would seem that 
the disturbing causes must be sought for in real changes of, velocity, from instant to 
instant, at the point of measurement. An epi cyclical movement of the particles of 
water, such as theoretical considerations would indicate, of course implies momentary 
changes in velocity at any given point. The extent of these and their regularity of 
recurrence can only be determined by means of an apparatus of continuous record^ 
to avoid those sharp irregularities which must appear in any series of detached ob- 
servations. 

In order to compare roughly the fluctuations in mid-depth with those of the vertical 
velocities of the same period, a free-hand curve was drawn through each vertical, ap- 
proaching as nearly as possible the form of the mean vertical curve of the section ; 
the half sum of the extreme variations from this line was considt^red as the ^^ depart- 
ni« for that observation. The mean obtained in this way is 5 per cent., vi ryin^ in 
individual cases from 2 to 15 per cent, of the mean velocity. In this case the time 
and registration errors have but one-fourth the weight of those iu the mid-depth ob- 
servations, since in the verticals the meter is recorded at one-minute intervals. 

On the assumption that the errors of observation do not exceed the necesssary 
amount stated a half registration and a half second, these results indicate the action 
of a disturbing cause in the movements of the water. It is found, moreover, that the 
^^atest fluctuations occur at the ends of the section, where the effect of the shore slope 
IS felt. In the case of the verticals, it is not possible, in the absence of repeated oo- 
servations at the same time, to decide how far the lowest observed velocity is affected 
by the bottom of the river, though the variety in form of the individual curves in this 
part points to a considerable range of variation in velocity. 

The comparison of mid-depth and mean integration velocities shows that the former 
are about 3 per cent, in excess of the latter — a little more than this, if the mean of up 
and down integrations be taken, since the upward regularly exceeds the downward 
mean by 1 or 2 per cent. This agrees closely with the results of observations in ver- 
tical planes, in which the mean coeiflcient for the reduction of mid-depth to mean ve- 
locity is 0.965, varying, however, for the various stations from 0.944 to l.iOO, and for 
the two sides of the river from 0.955 (stations 1 to 6) to 0.975 (stations 9 to 17), this 
difference between the two groups of stations proceeding from the relatively low sur- 
face velocity on the Kentucky side, as noticed above. 

This coincidence incidentally confirms the correctness of the presupposition on 
which most of the meter work on the Mississippi River and tributaries is based, viz, 
that the integprations furnish the true mean of velocities past a vertical. 

Bod-float and meter velodtks, — Rod floats were run in connection with the meter on 
twenty-four days, from June 7 to the end of the season ; six floats were run at each 
station, and the mean taken. These velocities have been tabulated, but are not pre- 
sented here, as the details add but little to the general results contained in the tables 
of discharge observations. Report Mississippi River Commission 1883, pp. 185 ff. Plot- 
ted transverse curves of eight days' observations are, however, given on page 85, and 
ratios of meter to rod-float velocities on page 86. 

In general, it will be seen that the velocities obtained by rod-floats are lower than 
indicated by the meter, for stages below 25 feet on the gauge. The few simultaneous 
observations made above this stage indicate that the rod -floats give at higher stages 
a slightly greater velocity than the meter, owing probably to the immersion. In the 
absence of slope data, no satisfactory comparison can be made of velocities observed 
from January 27 to February 10, when rod-floats alone were used, with those found 
later by the meter, at like stages. The mean ratio for stages from 3.23, to 10.40 is 
0.946; from 3.23 to 20.88, 0.949; from 3.2:3 to 31.36, 0.963. 

It was expected that comparisons could be made between the rod-float velocities 
and those found by the meter, at the same stage, down to the depth of immersion, 
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but it was found that changes in slope made this comparison yery uncertain. ^ On two 
days rods were mn at varying depths, and at the same time vertical velocities taken 
with the meter, as follows : 



Date. 



1882. 
September 28 

Ootober4 

October 4 

Ootoberi 

November 1 



Station. 


Depth. 




Feet 


4 


25 


18 


11.2 


14 


11.0 


15 


12.5 


16 


10.8 



Immersion. 



Feet. 
9.2 

ie.i 

21.4 
4.8 
0.2 
4.8 
0.2 
4.8 
0.2 
4.2 
0.2 



Velocity. 



Rodfloat. 


Observed. 


Bednced. 


2.01 


1.86 


1.08 


1.87 


1.02 


1.86 


2.16 


2.00 


2.10 


2.02 


2.33 


2.15 


2.21 


2.13 


2.24 


2.06 


2 17 


2.07 


1.45 


1.34 


1.36 


L82 



Meter to 

immersion 

depth. 



2.02 
2.01 
1.06 
2.80 
2.22 
2. 38 
2.17 
2.29 
2.19 



These resnlts, so far as they %o^ show a tolerably close ameraent of rod-float and 
meter, down to immersion depth ; the coincidence also of the rod-float velocities re- 
duced (by Francis formula) tends to verify this formula for large streams. It may 
be observed, moreover, that the velocities obtained by rods and meters respectively 
approximate more nearly if, in the case of the latter, account is talcen of the fillet 
(m these observations 1 foot) of water next the bottom ^ not reached by the meter 
this having more weight in determining the mean velocity as the depth of water is 
less. From an estimate of the rate of decrease in velocity in approaching the hot- 
tom, based on the form of the mean-velocity curve, it would appear that the mean, 
velocity of this fillet is not less than 85 per cent, of the velocity at 1 foot above the 
bottom*. 

Current osdllaUonB, — Experiments were made to detect the occurrence of lateral 
deflections in the thread or the current at different points, by means of a submerged 
vane. These at first, when the whole apparatus was free to swing, indicated some 
oscillations; but when lateral guy lines were used to prevent this swinging, the de- 
flections disappeared or were reduced to a verv inconsiderable amount. 

Meter raUnga. — ^The meters rated were Ellis No. 6, Hersohel No. 12, and Price A. A 
table of results is appended, as also the plotted ratings of meter A. The close corre- 
spondence of the different ratings of the last-named meter, and the absence of any 
important variations in its registering, show that it is to be relied on at all veloci- 
ties. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

E. H. TWINING. 

First Lieut. Smith S. Leach, 

Secretary Mieeieeippi Biver Commiesian. 
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Ratings of meiers used at Paducahf Ky, 



liooality. 



Date. 



Padaciih,£y. 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do* 

Do 

Dot 

Do 

Do 

Do 



Saint Lonio, Mo 

Padncah,Ky:.. 
Do§ 



1882. 
Feb. 23 
Mar. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
Apr. 
June 21 
Jnne 21 
July 
Sept. 27 
Feb. 

1881. 
Nov. 8 

1882. 
May 2 
May 2 




Raufre 

of velocities 

per 

seooud. 



Where taken. 



* With new weight 



t With new wheel. 







' 


1 
Feet 1 




2 


0.027 


0.511 1 


2. 04-5. 88 1 


In a pond. 


2 


0.028 


0.200 1 


1. 40-9. 55 ' 


Do. 


2 


0. 0284 


0.146 


1.07-6.00 1 


Do. 


2 


0.0289 


0.414 ' 


2. 04-9. 09 


Do. 


2 


0. 0282 


0. 152 1 


1. 52-9. 09 


Do. 


2 


0.0282 


0.154 , 


1. 2,%-8. 00 


Do. 


2 


0. 03175 


0.158 ' 


1. 03-7. 14 


Do. 


2 


0. 0317 


0.154 ' 


0. 9ft-7. 13 


Do. 




0.03165 


0.159 


0. 7$>-«. 76 


Do. 




0. 00748 


0.011 1 


1. 89-9. 15 


Da 




0.0632 
0.056 


0.110 

0.205 : 




In reservoir. 






2. 30-a 00 


In a pond. 




0.0627 


0. 121 : 


2.01-5.32 


Do. 




: With weight. 


§ Without weight. 



Feloctties in feet per second at each tenth of depth as resulting from the relocitg observation 

made at Paducah^ Ky.^ in 1882. 



STATION 1. 



Depth. 


Surface. 


.1 
1.50 


.2 
1.58 


.3 
1.55 


.4 

1.56 


1 
.5 


.6 
1.43 


1 
.7 

1.41 


.8 
1.35 


.9 


Bottom. 


it 


1.50 


1.58 


L27 


• 
0.81 


1.43 


1.46 


1.52 


1.66 


1.64 


1.66 


1.69 


1.69 


1.51 


1.42 


1.17 


10 


l.SO 


1.30 


1.27 


1.33 


1.30 


1.24 


' 1.27 


1.27 


1.24 


1.20 


1.06 


20 


1.84 


1.84 


1.90 


L76 


1.70 


1.70 


L63 


1.62 


1.56 


1.51 


1.52 


12 


1.71 


1.72 


1.80 


1.75 


1.71 


L70 


1.74 


1.66 


1.54 


1.47 


1.88 


14 


1.74 


1.76 


1.83 


1.84 


1.79 


1.80 


1.69 


1.70 


1.61 


1.47 


L27 


10 


1.58 


1.58 


1.60 


1.59 


1 52 


1.52 


1.46 


1.55 


1.50 


1.33 


1.80 


16 


1.30 


1.27 


1.28 


1.27 


1.19 


1.26 


1.24 


1.18 


1.24 


1.24 


1.14 


14 


1.80 


1.27 


1.23 


1.22 


1.85 


1.23 


1.14 


1.14 


1.08 


1.08 


0.88 


12 


1.17 


1.17 


1.15 


1.16 


1.14 


1.13 


1.06 


1.07 


1.08 


1.04 


0.86 


10 


0.89 


0.89 


0.90 


0.89 


0.89 


0.88 


0.87 


0.80 


0.79 


0.60 


0.41 


Meui8=13.4 


l.i3 


1.43 


1.46 


1.46 


1.43 


1.42 


1.88 


1.87 


L82 


1.24 


L06 



STATION 2. 



86 


1.94 


1.98 


2.19 


2.26 


2.19 


2.12 


2.06 


1.78 


1.76 


1.66 


LSO 


83 


1.91 


1.95 


2.07 


2.10 


2.80 


2.25 


2.05 


1.91 


1.74 


L44 


LSft 


22 


L81 


1.86 


2.01 


2.03 


1.06 


1.98 


1.97 


1.89 


L77 


1.58 


1.87 


26 


2.22 


2.25 


2.22 


2.84 


2.29 


2.20 


2.25 


2.06 


1.87 


1.74 


L49 


26 


2.03 


2.10 


2.19 


2.26 


2.26 


2.26 


2.19 


2.11 


1.90 


L78 


1.48 


28 


2.19 


2.83 


2.26 


2.80 


2.29 


2.25 


2.23 


2.17 


2.01 


1.80 


1.56 


22 


2.22 


2.22 


2.18 


2.14 


2.07 


2.04 


2.03 


2.00 


1.89 


1.77 


L46 


80 


1.90 


1.90 


1.90 


1.87 


1.86 


1.75 


1.60 


1.72 


1.56 


1.43 


1.17 


19 


1.71 


1.73 


1.78 


1.76 


1.71 


1.74 


1.62 


L66 


L58 


1.33 


Lll 


19 


1.58 


1.58 


1.60 


1.69 


1.53 


1.54 


1.41 


1.87 


1.84 


1.22 


0.88 


17 


L49 


1.49 


1.45 


1.45 


1.46 


1.43 


1.84 


1.34 


L17 


1.20 


L04 


HeaiMa28.9 


1.91 


1.94 


1.99 


2.02 


1.99 


1.96 


1.88 


1.81 


1.68 


1.54 


1.86 



H. Ex. 64 11* 
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Velodiief in feet per eeoand at eoo^ tenth of depth, ^e. — Continned. 

STATION 3. 



Depth. 



67 
37 
86 
25 
80 
30 
27 
26 
27 
23 
22 
22 



Meaiis=30.2 



Surface. . 1 



4.10 
2.05 
2.41 
2.25 
2.53 
2.44 
2.63 
2.37 
2.57 
1.80 
1.71 
1.65 



4.21 
2. 22 
2. W 
•J. 25 
2.66 
2.52 
2.54 
2.30 
2.60 
2.03 
1.65 
1.65 



.2 



4.32 
2.87 
2.38 
2. 03 
2 60 
2.53 
2.6U 
2.34 
2.50 
1.97 
1.65 
1.75 



2.38 ; 2.41 , 2.42 



.8 



4.85 
2.47 
2.32 
2. 02 
2.06 
2.57 
2.60 
2.39 
2.53 
1.97 
1.65 
1.72 



2.44 



.4 



4.16 
2.45 
2. 3.> 
1.H4 
2.75 
2.57 
2.47 
2.41 
2.36 
2. 02 
1.64 
1.74 



.6 



4.07 
2.liO 
2.44 
1.98 
2.06 
2.57 
2.47 
2.24 
2.41 
1.90 
1.66 
1.54 



.6 



8.92 
2.35 
2.41 
2.00 
2.53 
2.52 
2.27 
2.28 
2.37 
1.81 
1.57 
1.49 



2.40 2.35 . 2.29 



.7 .8 



3.67 
2.26 
2.11 
1.90 
2.34 
2.37 
2.38 
2.17 
2.17 
1.75 
1.52 
1.46 



2.18 



8.89 
2.07 
2.06 
1.58 
2.15 
2.28 
2.15 
2.09 
2.20 
1.69 
1.42 
1.36 



.9 


Bottom. 


2.78 


2.16 


1.91 


L87 


1.91 


L20 


1.50 


1.86 


2.00 


L71 


2.27 


1.74 


1.93 


1.65 


1.98 


1.71 


1.94 


1.71 


1.01 


L80 


1.34 


1.11 


1.37 


1.11 



2.04 1.88 



L51 



STATION 4. 



■ » — — 


72 


6 25 


6 30 


656 


5.72 


5.91 


5.80 


600 


5.27 


6.83 


5.46 


2.81 




70 


4.58 


5.48 


4.80 


5.32 


5.00 


5.03 


5.00 


4.08 


4.63 


3.16 


1.64 




43 


2.66 


2.70 


2.60 


2.72 


2.67 


2.78 


2.77 


2.63 


2.48 


2.08 


L56 




42 


2.H6 


2.33 


2.31 


2.47 


2.48 


2.58 


2.54 


2.85 


2.09 


2.01 


1.53 




37 


2.70 


2.45 


2.48 


2.53 


2.48 


2.51 


2.65 


2.58 


2.39 


2.19 


1.59 




27 


2.09 


2.00 


2.17 


1.93 


2.01 


2.00 


1.90 


1.77 


1.76 


1.61 


1.48 




81 


2.91 


2.85 


2.85 


2.M5 


2.93 


2.98 


2.91 


2.60 


2.53 


2.15 


L90 




80 


2.57 


2.74 


2.79 


2.79 


2.82 


2.82 


2.84 


2.68 


2.43 


2.27 


1.74 




26 


2.19 


2.05 


2.2u 


2.ii2 


2.04 


1.96 


1.93 


1.83 


1.73 


1.56 


1.49 




27 


2.44 


2.41 


2.51 


2.20 


2.30 


2.22 


2.21 


2.06 


2.00 


1.75 


L49 




27 


2.41 


2.87 


2.62 


2.52 


2.46 


2.42 


2.36 


2.18 


2.41 


1.93 


1.44 




25 


2.03 


2.10 


2.07 


1.90 


2.00 


2.01 


1.98 


L93 


1.78 


1.64 


L46 




24 


1.84 


1.86 


1.80 


1.98 


1.84 


1.84 


1.92 


L89 


1.68 


1.64 


1.83 




28 


1.80 


1.81 


L89 


1.80 


1.76 


1.84 


1.86 


L77 


1.67 


1.50 


L86 




22 


1.84 


1.86 


1.74 


1.74 


1.68 


1.63 


1 66 


1.46 


1.36 


L36 


0.86 


HeaiiB: 


-86.0 


2.71 


2.75 


2.77 


2.70 


2.60 


2.69 


2.70 


2.48 


2.42 


2.16 


1.56 

• 



STATION 6. 



56 


5.13 


4.95 


6.04 


5.03 


4.98 


4.69 


4.56 


4.41 


8.99 


8.65 


8.04 


40 


2.3* 


2.55 


2.72 


2.66 


2.75 


2.78 


2.75 


2.52 


2.88 


2.23 


1.68 


36 


2.86 


2.67 


2.61 


2.65 


2.63 


2.86 


2.88 


2.76 


2.68 


2.17 


1.78 


25 


2.37 


2.18 


2.03 


2.16 


2.12 


2.14 


2.19 


2.06 


1.81 


1.50 


1.20 


81 


8.04 


2.98 


3.07 


8.07 


3.07 


8.13 


2.98 


2.91 


2.63 


2.84 


1.93 


28 


2.75 


2.73 


2.73 


2.79 


2.84 


2.85 


2.71 


2.65 


2.46 


2.40 


1.87 


25 


2.15 


2.05 


2.06 


2.0ft 


2.18 


2.03 


2.04 


2.11 


1.82 


L74 


L49 


26 


2.50 


2.48 


2.34 


2.44 


2.44 


2.34 


2.37 


2.26 


2.12 


2.00 


1.46 


27 


2.60 


2.43 


2.50 


2. .57 


2.34 


2.35 


2.30 


2.24 


2.23 


1.00 


L58 


24 


2.10 


2.14 


1.93 


1.87 


2.03 


1.80 


1.84 


1.85 


1.90 


1 72 


1.39 


23 


1.87 


1.84 


1.87 


1.87 


1.83 


1.84 


1.75 


1.74 


1.64 


1.45 


1.42 


20 


1.68 


l.t58 


1.60 


1.68 


1.67 


1.64 


1.56 


1.48 


1.41 


1.30 


0.63 


l[eniB=30.1 


2.63 


2.56 


2.55 


2.57 


2.58 


2.54 


2.49 


2.42 


2.26 


2.03 


1.62 



STATION 6. 



66 


4.88 


5.95 


5.55 


6.70 


5.45 


5.78 


5.13 


5.13 


4.56 


4.26 


3.41 


40 


2.16 


2.24 


2.41 


2,41 


2.52 


2.69 


2.94 


2.80 


2.66 


2.38 


1.96 


34 


2.69 


2.6.) 


2.64 


2.66 


2.78 


2.80 


2.86 


2.61 


2.47 


2.05 


1.90 


24 


1.84 


2.12 


2.20 


2 06 


1.97 


2.10 


1.96 


1.79 


1.68 


1.54 


1.4a 


28 


3.07 


3.01 


3.02 


3.01 


3.04 


2.87 


2.72 


2.60 


2.60 


2 34 


2.03 


26 


2.82 


2.8U 


2.70 


2. 08 


2.72 


2.62 


2.53 


2.42 


2.34 


2.26 


1.96 


23 


2.12 


2.07 


2.00 


1.98 


I. 01 


2.00 


1.92 


1.88 


1.78 


1.59 


L58 


23 


2.28 


2.26 


2.17 


2.27 


2.24 


1.96 


1.93 


1.92 


1.86 


L70 


1.55 


24 


2.50 


2.47 


2.44 


2. 3:' 


2.2H 


2.33 


2.13 


2.07 


2.00 


2.06 


L58 


21 


1.03 


1 96 


J. 87 


J. 87 


1.77 


1.77 


1.68 


1.68 


1.58 


L58 


1.30 


20 


1.62 


1.62 


1.62 


1.h5 


1.68 


1.52 


1.46 


1.49 


1.33 


L33 


1.20 


20 


L52 


l.4y 


1.40 


1.39 


1.37 


1.41 


1.37 


1.41 


1.26 


1.15 


1.08 


20 


1.71 


1.63 
2.48 


1.62 


1.62 


3.55 


L55 


1.50 


1.31 


1.31 


1.38 


L17 


He«i8=^28.4 


2.41 


2.45 


2. 42 


2.40 


2.42 


2.32 


2.24 


2.11 


1.97 


1.70 



ERRATA.. 



Note. — The following list of corrections for the Annual Report of 
the Mississippi River Commission for 1884, is intended to correct only 
errors of quantity and sense. The plates accompanying this report 
have not beep printed. 



Page 3 
40 
69 

74 
110 

114 
119 
152 
176 
183 
206 
264 
298 



7th line, for "authorized" read "itemized." 

7th line, for "Jarpley" read "Tarpley." 

opposite "Robinson Lake Bayou" insert 0.8 in column C. 

bottom line, for "162,686" read "62,686." 

24th Une, for "1,760" read "1,960." 

25th line, for "282" read "382." 

2nd table, Ist line, for "river^' read "swamp." 

6th line, for "179, 1682" read "179,1672." 

23d line, last column, for "44" read "447." 

1st Une, for "4.61" read "5.51." 

6th line, for "4.42" read "5.42." 

17th line from bottom, for "65,450 56" read "65,450 66." 

5th line from bottom, for "51" read "58." 

33d line, for "575,300" read "575,350." 



■•^ 




(Substitute for page 36 of Report of Commission for I884.) 

36 REPORT OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER COMMISSION. 

Statement of appropriations allotted and expended under the Mississippi 

River Commission. 

Act of March S, 1881 - S1.(JOO,OOQ.OO 

A«t of Augant 2i 1882 4,12S,O0O.OQ 

Act of Jaaasry 19, 1884 1,000,000.00 

Actof JalyA. 1884 2,070,000.00 

Total $8.19S,000.00 

Balanoee from former appropriationa for works Ijelow Cairo, July 1, 1882 272,62S.S3 

Balaooes from former appropriations for works above Cairo, July 1, 1884 - 22,632..'iS 

For sale of flael and loss of property , , 60.50 

Totol $8,488,321.41 

Expended to September 30, 188^, 

Des Moines Rapids to Illinois Itlver $30,914.72 

Illinois Rirer t«> Ohio Kivor 65,450.66 

Protection of easterly bank of Mississippi Hiver, near Cairo 5,406.91 

New M»4lri<l Reach 210,S58.91 

Plum Poldt Reach 2,030.996.80 

Memphis Reach 390,992.0S 

Memphis Harbor 70,«&.I9- 

T^ake Providenoe Beach 1,906,074.87 

Vlcksburg Harbor, Dredjjing 61,812.13 

VieksbaiK Harbor, Delta Point . 96,535.90 

Survey of Helena Beach 8,000.00 

Survey of 8t. Francis Front, flrst diKirict 4,878.11 

Survey of St. Francis Front, setMind Hi strict 4,000.00 

Survey of UnJeveed Fronts, third (ilHtricl 990.49 

Survey of Unleveed Fronts, fourth district 902.12 

Survey of Cttbitt's Gap WZ.U 

Survey of Choctaw Ben<i %679.$& 

Observations St CarroUton . 8,000. 

Closing Bonnet Carre Crevasne 15,000. 

1.EVEK8. 
Serotui district. 

Yaaoo Front , S0,950.QO 

Long Lake 16.55 

Third district, 

Tazoo Front 343,455.75 

Tensas Front 361,658 53 

Fourth district. 

Atdiafalaya Front 126.908.40 

Tensas Front 444^186.63 

Mouth of Red Biver 80,602.98 

Natchez and Vldalia Harbors 5,579.19 

New Orleans HarboT 102,390.74 

Total $6,496,567.60 

Balance S(*)itembev 30, 1884 2,031,753.91 

Estimated balances January 1, 1885 619,567.96 

l£esp«ctftilly submitted, 

J. H. WILLABD. 

Captain of Engineers, 
Secretary Committee on Construction, Mississippi Biver Commission* 



BEPOBT OF THE MISSISSIPPI BIVEB COMMISSION. 
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Felaciiies in feet per eecond at each tenth of d^^th^ ^o.— Continned. 



STATION 7. 



DepQi. 


Sofaee. 


.1 


• 3 


.8 


.4 


.5 


.6 


.7 


.8 


.9 


Bottom. 


03 


S.18 


5.51 


5.70 


5.76 


6.17 


5.97 


6.94 


5.73 


4.53 


3.87 


8.20 


53 


6.85 


5.00 


6.02 


5.00 


4.63 


4.69 


4.86 


4.00 


4.28 


8.89 


2.4» 


90 


2.5b 


2.55 


2.01 


2.58 


2.62 


2.80 


2.78 


2.75 


2.74 


2.28 


2.1» 


27 


2.53 


2.72 


2.82 


2.81 


2.92 


2.88 


2.79 


2.62 


2.52 


2.40 


1.9& 


17 


2.00 


2.00 


1.02 


1.98 


1.94 


1.96 


1.88 


1.78 


1.71 


1.59 


1.5S 


20 


2.79 


2.72 


2.60 


2.63 


2.57 


2.47 


2.47 


2.44 


2.31 


2.25 


1.90 


17 


2.25 


2.22 


2.08 


2.10 


2.05 


2.05 


1.95 


1.92 


1.83 


1.67 


1.49 


14 


1.87 


1.88 


1.88 


1.90 


1.80 


L68 


1.73 


1.74 


1.66 


1.48 


1.4» 


15 


2.00 


2.08 


2.06 


1.94 


1.94 


1.90 


1 89 


1.88 


1.85 


1.67 


1.35 


16 


2.25 


2.25 


2.15 


2.10 


2.19 


2.03 


2.00 


1.90 


2.00 


1.71 


1.65 


14 


1.80 


1.83 


1.86 


1.75 


1.71 


1.73 


1.75 


1.60 


1.46 


1.36 


1.27 


14 


1.46 


1.44 


1.37 


1. 83 


1.33 


1.35 


1.31 


1.23 


1.18 


1.01 


1.17 


11 


1.14 


1.14 


1.14 


1.11 


1.08 


l.ll 


0.»8 


98 


1.01 


0.95 


0.89 


14 


1.37 


1.37 


1.31 


1.35 


1.37 


1.83 


1.31 


1.27 


1.24 


1.18 


1.11 


Heuis=23.8 


2.48 


2.48 


2.47 


2.45 


2.38 


2.42 


2.40 


2.27 


2.16 


1.95 


L60 



STATION 8. 



23 


3.05 


3.05 


3.00 


2.95 


2.85 


2.80 


2.62 


2.72 


2.49 


2.26 


2.10 


31 


2.60 


2.72 


2.72 


2.78 


2.83 


2.97 


3.U8 


2.89 


2.72 


2.58 


2.3a 


21 


2.88 


2.91 


2.91 


2.85 


2.75 


2.60 


2.53 


2.44 


2.47 


2.15 


1.87 


10 


1.96 


1.96 


1.89 


1.87 


1.92 


1.90 


1.89 


1.97 


1.97 


1.83 


1.74 


15 


2.72 


2.69 


2.60 


2.46 


2.35 


2.49 


2.52 


2.31 


2.43 


2.26 


1.8T 


10 


2.12 


2.12 


2.10 


2.06 


2.05 


2.06 


2.09 


2.00 


1.88 


1.8.> 


1.68 


9 


2.19 


2.08 


2.03 


2.04 


2.03 


1.96 


1.93 


1.92 


1.70 


1.58 


1.5» 


10 


2.19 


2.19 


2.13 


2.09 


1.96 


2.12 


2.00 


2.07 


1.89 


1.95 


1.59 


10 


2.25 


2.26 


2.22 


2.25 


2.09 


2.22 


2.22 


2.06 


1.87 


1.93 


1.90 


8 


L03 


1.9:) 


1.95 


1.94 


1.93 


1.86 


L92 


1.79 


1.78 


1.70 


1.5& 


7 


1.39 


1.39 


1.38 


1.36 


1.36 


1.34 


1.34 


1.30 


1.23 


1.37 


1.11 


6 


1.14 


L14 


1.14 


LI4 


1.14 


1.04 


1.01 


1.01 


0.H9 


0.86 


0.86 


8 


1.42 


1.43 


1.42 


1.34 


L37 


1.36 


1.26 


1.23 


1.15 


1.13 


i.oi 


Mmoa=13.0 


2.15 


2.14 


2.11 


2.09 


2.05 


2.06 


2.08 


1.98 


1.88 


1.80 


1.63 



STATION 9. 



62 


5.29 


5.41 


5.02 


5.09 


5.00 


4.74 


87 


4.70 


4.71 


4.59 


4.56 


4.47 


4 42 


25 


2.89 


2.80 


2.83 


2.63 


2.60 


2.63 


27 


3.40 


8.38 


3.40 


8.10 


2 96 


2.83 


21 


2.98 


3.88 


2.85 


2.85 


2.60 


2.63 


10 


2.03 


2.03 


2 O:) 


2.03 


2.00 


2.03 


14 


2.75 


2.68 


2.69 


2.58 


2..'>8 


2.53 


10 


2.15 


2.15 


2.12 


2.07 


2.18 


2.06 





2.09 


2.09 


2.06 


2.06 


2.01 


1.93 





2.15 


2.15 


2.11 


2.13 


2. 18 


2.12 


10 


2. .34 


2.34 


2.24 


2 24 


2.14 


2.06 


8 


2.00 


2.00 


2.01 


1.04 


1.90 


1.86 


6 


1.49 


1.40 


1.48 


1.42 


1.42 


1.42 


5 


1.33 


1.33 


1.3J 


1.32 


1.29 


1. 27 


7 


1.49 


1.49 


1.52 


1.40 


1.39 


1.33 


Means =rl7. 3 


2.00 


2.60 


2.55 


2.50 


2.45 


2.39 



5.04 
4.02 
2.57 
2.69 
2.44 
1.93 
2. .16 
2.13 
1.81 
2.08 
2.02 
1.80 
1.41 
1.19 
1.36 

2.32 



1 

4.60 


4.10 


4.12 


3.63 


3.57 


3.30 


2.25 


2.22 


1.96 


2.49 


2.34 


2.30 


2.41 


2.12 


2.19 


1.93 


1.68 


2.81 


2.20 


2.25 


2.23 


1.90 


1.91 


1.77 


1.92 


1.75 


1.72 


2 00 


1.97 


1.92 


1.95 


1.94 


1.92 


1.73 


1.70 


1.54 


1.35 


1.33 


1.26 


1.15 


1.15 


1.14 


1.36 


1.36 


1.20 


2.20 


2.09 


2.02 



2 76- 
2.50 
1.76 
2.06 

2.oa 

1.61 
2.00 
1.90 
1.30 
1.7T 
1.61 
1.40 
1.11 
1.0) 
LIT 



L74 



STATION 10. 



27 


3.62 


3.38 


3.25 


8.13 


2.98 


2.83 


2.60 


2.64 


2.35 


2.12 


1.91 


22 


3.01 


2.95 


2.M 


2.74 


2.6ti 


2.53 


2. :>5 


2.32 


2.32 


2.12. 


1.84 


12 


2.03 


2.03 


2.01 


1.98 


2.<3 


1.96 


1.98 


1.90 


1.78 


1.77 


1.65 


11 


2.15 


2.16 


2.14 


2.14 


2.10 


2.10 


2.07 


1.95 


1.86 


1.78 


1.5fr 


10 


2.12 


2.12 


2.12 


2.02 


1.88 


2.00 


1.91 


1.09 


1.90 


1.73 


1.81 


10 


2.19 


2.19 


2.21 


2.17 


2.02 


2.06 


2.03 


1.87 


1.91 


1.75 


1.6» 


11 


2.34 


2.34 


2.28 


2.06 


2. 15 


2.19 


2.15 


2.09 


1.90 


l.Hl 


1.74 


9 


2.03 


2.03 


2.08 


2.09 


2.00 


2.00 


1.90 


1.85 


1.K4 


1.76 


1.6» 


7 


1.52 


!..« 


I 5:i 


1.57 


1.56 


1.55 


1.51 


1.45 


1.38 


1.29 


l.U 


6 


1.80 


1.3U 


1.30 


1.27 


1.23 


1.17 


1.22 


1.18 


1.12 


1.07 


1.04 


7 


1.68 


1.66 


1.64 


1.59 


1.48 


1.52 


1.15 


1.45 


1.38 


1.31 


1.11 


HeMM=l2. 


2.18 


2.15 


2.13 


2.07 


2.01 


2.00 


1.94 


1.88 


1.79 


1.68 


L6ft 
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BEPOBT OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER COMMISSION. 



Velocities in feet per seooud at each tenth of depth, ^c— Continaed. 

STATION 11. 



|>6pih. 



28 

20 

12 

16 

12 

11 

11 

12 

10 

8 

7 

8 



=13.0 




.1 



.2 



8.37 


3.26 


2.00 


2.64 


2.09 


2.08 


2.72 


2.75 


2.40 


2.30 


2.34 


2.31 


2.16 


2.12 


2.40 


2.33 


2.19 


2.11 


1.71 


1.69 


L39 


1.40 


1.75 


1.75 



.8 



3.18 
2.64 
2.03 
2.68 
2.33 
2.31 
2.09 
2.31 
2.09 
1.58 
1.83 
1.59 



2. 27 I 2. 23 2. 18 



.4 


.5 


.6 
2.76 


«7 
2.55 


.8 


.9 


8.03 


2.91 


2.36 


2.16 


2.57 


2.48 


2.39 


2.22 


2.22 


2.20 


1 2.03 


2.08 


1.97 


L89 


1.85 


1.78 


2.85 


2.68 


2.69 


2.52 


2.41 


2.38 


2.20 


2.16 


2.18 


2.20 


1.94 


2.06 


2.15 


2.25 


2.19 


2.15 


1.96 


1.93 


2.25 


2.12 


2.09 


1.93 


1.84 


1.96 


2.28 


2.20 


2.23 


2.04 


1.91 


1.90 


2.00 


2.'06 


2.03 


1.90 


1.93 


1.89 


1.62 


1.57 


1.57 


1.59 


1.49 


1.45 


1.34 


1.34 


1.25 


tl8 


1.19 


1.17 


1.69 

1 


L65 


1.69 


1.60 


1.43 


1.38 


2.17 


2.12 


2. 09 


1.98 


1.88 


1.86 



Bottmi. 



1.81 
L81 
L68 
2.19 
1.71 
1.87 
1.81 
1.74 
1.58 
L27 
1.01 
L33 

1.66 



41 


4.65 


28 


2.78 


29 


3.30 


17 


3.17 


13 


2.37 


12 


2.50 


12 


2.31 


14 


2.60 


11 


2.2S 


9 


1,71 


8 


1.55 


9 


1.90 


lfeaii8=17.0 


2.59 





■ 


STATION 12. 








4.50 


4.50 


4.48 


4.27 


3.84 


3.91 1 


3.79 


3.58 


2.73 


2.71 


2.51 


2.61 


2.46 


2.33 ; 


2 16 


2.06 


3.24 


3.07 


2.89 


2.73 


2.61 


2.48 


2.39 


2.28 


3.13 


3.06 


3.07 


2.98 


2.91 


2.89 1 


2.72 


2.62 


2.37 


2.41 


2.38 


2.30 


2.28 


2.23 


2.16 


2.00 


2.60 


2.44 


2.47 


2.34 


2.12 


2.03 1 


2.15 


2.00 


2.82 


2.37 


2.28 


2.21 


2.15 


2.20 1 


2.15 


2.06 


2.61 


2.50 


2.46 


2.5L 


2.42 


2.38 


2.34 


2.18 


2.22 


2.22 


2.28 


2.25 


2.22 


2.12 


1.96 


2.03 


1.71 


1.79 


1.75 


1.72 


1.58 


1,64 i 


1.64 


1.58 


1.51 


1.54 


1.41 


1.36 


1.36 


1.42 ; 


L36 


1.37 


1.90 


1.87 


1.78 


1.68 


1.62 


1.68 1 


1.58 


1.62 


2.56 


2.54 


2.48 
ST 


2.40 
ATIOJ 


2.30 
r 18. 


2L26 ' 

1 


2.20 


2.11 



8.16 


2.28 


1.90 


L68 


2.08 


1.69 


2.53 


2.19 


2.05 


L90 


2.09 


1.77 


1.92 


L87 


2.02 


L90 


1.84 


1.77 


1.37 


1.49 


1.22 


L20 


1.62 


L4» 


1.97 


1.76 



32 


3.47 


3.40 


3.48 


8.42 1 


3.19 


1 
3.27 


8.14 


2.99 


2.70 


2.67 


2.43 


81 


3.24 


3.18 


2.99 


2.83 I 


2.70 


2.61 


2.41 


2.19 


2.06 


1.81 


1.87 


21 


2.79 


2.76 


2.76 


2.69 ' 


2.66 


2.57 


2.60 


2.37 


2.15 


2.12 


L74 


14 


2.28 


2.26 


2.19 


2.15 


2.13 


2.06 


2.07 


S.06 


2.00 


1.06 


L71 


14 


2.69 


2.67 


2.70 


2.68 


2.65 


2.60 


2.67 


2.45 


2.26 


2.15 


2.09 


18 


2.87 


2.88 


2.36 


2.36 


2.32 


2.22 


2.20 


2.15 


2.00 


1.82 


L20 


14 


2.76 


2.72 


2.56 


2.59 


2.69 


2.47 


2.46 


2.36 


2.21 


2.08 


1.68 


11 


2.31 


2.81 


2.34 


2.84 


2.28 


2.25 


2.31 


2.09 


2L12 


1.93 


1.80 


9 


1.90 


1.90 


1.84 


L87 


1.78 


1.72 


1.71 


1.62 


1.58 


1.46 


L49 


9 


L66 


1.52 


1.49 


1.49 


1.42 


1.60 


1.89 


1.28 


1.17 


1.24 


L80 


10 


1.98 


L93 


1.93 


1.87 


1.83 


L90 


L79 


1.78 


1.74 


1.56 


L74 


VeMissl6.2 


2.48 


2.46 


2.42 


2.88 


2.81 


2.28 


2L28 


2.12 


2.00 


L89 


Lea 



STATION 14. 



42 


4.19 


4.18 


4.15 


8.87 


8.96 


8.85 


8.40 


8.64 


3.30 


Z81 


1.85 


81 


8.24 


3.14 


2.99 


2.78 


2.70 


2.57 


2.32 


2.32 


2.09 


1.81 


0.96 


21 


2.91 


2.95 


2.82 


2.79 


2.66 


2.67 


2.47 


2.84 


2.15 


1.90 


1.61 


14 


2.84 


2.85 


2.32 


2.25 


2.16 


2.16 


2.18 


2.09 


1.94 


1.81 


1.71 


14 


2.81 


2.81 


2L27 


2.25 


2.22 


2.12 


2.06 


2.02 


1.92 


1.76 


LT7 


18 


2.85 


2.88 


2.73 


2.64 


2.60 


2.58 


2.49 


2.47 


2.86 


2.17 


L9$ 


12 


2.41 


2.39 


2.27 


2.88 


2.32 


2.81 


2.32 


2.16 


2.02 


1.86 


1.81 


13 


2.66 


2.67 


2.60 


2.58 


2.54 


2.44 


2.85 


2.86 


2.39 


122 


2.08 


14 


2.68 


2.60 


2.49 


2.52 


2.54 


2.52 


2.44 


2.29 


2.07 


1.94 


L77 


11 


8.60 


2.60 


2.44 


2.81 


2.22 


2.19 


2.19 


1.96 


1.98 


L77 


L77 


10 


2.08 


2.08 


2.00 


L99 


1.98 


2.00 


L87 


1.86 


1.88 


L78 


L8B 


8 


L65 


L66 


1.61 


1.58 


1.50 


1.42 


1.47 


L41 
2.26 


L46 


1.34 


L14 


lfiMUI8-17.0 


2.64 


2.68 


2.56 


2.48 


2.45 


2.39 


2.29 


2.13 


1.89 


L66 
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Velocities in feet per eecond at each tenih of depth ^ ^c. — Continned. 

STATION 15. 



Depth. 


Borface. 


.1 
4. 98 


.2 


.8 


.4 
5.10 


1 

.5 


.6 
4.65 


.7 


.8 


.9 


Bottom- 


S7 


4.W 


4.50 


4.86 


1 

4.57 


4.42 


3.79 


3.63 


2.86 


33 


2.96 


2.86 


2.76 


2.77 


2.72 


2.61 


2.43 


2.19 


2.02 


1.80 


1.30 


22 


2.58 


2.61 


2.49 


2.48 


2.33 


2.25 , 


2.14 


1.85 


L85 


1.59 


1.11 


16 


2.19 


2.16 


2.09 


2.04 


1.96 


2.01 ' 


1.93 


1.88 


1.81 


1.70 


L58 


15 


2.66 


2.64 


2.57 


2.60 


2.44 


2.42 


2.41 


2.20 


2.12 


1.94 


1.84 


14 


2.37 


2.36 


2.28 


2.28 


2.2L 


2.26 i 


2.23 


2.20 


1.19 


2.04 


L87 


15 


2.66 


264 


2.54 


2.49 


2.41 


2.44 ! 


2.44 


2.42 


2.25 


2.22 


1.61 


16 


2.66 


2.63 


2.68 


2.64 


2.63 


2.55 


2.58 


2.42 


2.41 


2.05 


2.06 


15 


2.68 


2.62 


2.60 


2.61 


2.36 


2.34 : 


2.35 


2.33 


2.22 


2.05 


1.81 


12 


2.41 


2.40 


2.82 


2.24 


2.24 


2.16 


2.08 


2.02 


1.94 


1.93 


1.74 


11 


1.87 


1.87 


1.98 


1.87 


1.87 


1.93 


1.77 


1.74 


1,74 


1.49 


1.80 


10 


1.58 


1.58 


1.61 


1.61 


1.57 


1.30 1 


1.46 


1.47 


1.47 


1.34 


1.27 


11 


2.06 


2.06 


2.04 


2.00 


2.07 


2.03 


1.03 


1.75 


1.77 


1.79 


1.62 


MflUftBsld. 


2.58 


2.57 


2.49 


2.49 


2.45 


2.38 

t 

1 


2.33 


2.22 


2.12 


1.97 


1.69 



STATION 16. 





35 


3.18 




25 


2.31 




19 


L96 




21 


2.72 




18 


1.96 




18 


2.22 




18 


2.44 




18 


2.25 




15 


2.12 




18 


1.77 




12 


1.49 




12 


1.80 


Meu 


i»=18.7 


2.18 



8.03 
2.80 
1.90 
2.75 
LOO 
2.20 
2.37 
2.25 
2.11 
1.77 
1.48 
1.86 

2.17 



2.88 


2.62 


2.55 


2.38 


2.20 


2.21 


2.13 


2.03 


1.89 


1.88 


1.78 


1.77 


2.69 


2.60 


2.60 


2.57 


1.94 


1.96 


1.97 


1.00 


2.20 


2.21 


2.08 


2.14 


2.88 


2.34 


2.24 


2.20 


2.13 


2.18 


2.10 


2.02 


2.04 


2.03 


1.90 


1.98 


1.74 


1.72 


1.68 


1.68 


L88 


1.87 


1.38 


1.32 


1.73 


1.81 


1.71 


1.90 


2.10 


2.07 


2.01 


1.99 



2.22 
1.92 
1.69 
2.87 
1.70 
1.99 
2.08 
1.07 
1.91 
1.65 
1 31 
1.82 



1.89 



2.02 


1.94 


1.58 


L08 


1.84 


1.71 


1.42 


L17 


1.65 


1.54 


1.47 


1.84 


2.81 


2.15 


2.03 


L71 


L74 


1.58 


L40 


L24 


1.90 


1.79 


LOO 


]-.% 


2.06 


1.92 


L82 


1.84 


1.78 


L67 


L86 


1.80 


1.78 


L58 


L42 


1.64 


1.44 


L35 


L20 


1.27 


1.18 


L12 


LOl 


1.62 

1 


1.46 


L65 


L42 


1.80 


1.68 


L66 


1.81 



STATION 17. 



MEAN VALUES OF STATION MBANS. 



Station 
No. 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 



Sarfkoe. 



.1 



L43 
LOl 
2.38 
2.71 
2.63 
2.41 
2.48 
2.15 
2.00 
2.18 
2.28 
2.50 
2.48 
2.64 
2.58 
2.18 
L92 



2.38 



L43 
L94 
2.41 
2.75 
2.56 
2.48 
2.48 
2.14 
2.60 
2.15 
2.27 
2.56 
2.46 
2.63 
2.57 
2.17 
L88 



.2 



L46 
L99 
2.42 
2.77 
2.55 
2.45 
2.47 
2.11 
2.55 
2.13 
2.23 
2.54 
2.42 
2.56 
2.49 
2.10 
L88 

2.30 



.3 



L46 
2.02 
2.44 
2.70 
2.57 
2.42 
2.45 
2.09 
2.50 
2.07 
2.18 
2.48 
2.38 
2.48 
2.49 
2.07 
1.87 



.4 



L43 
LOO 
2.40 
2.60 
2.58 
2.40 
2.88 
2.05 
2.45 
2.01 
2.17 
2.40 
2.31 
2.45 
2.45 
2.01 
1.78 



.5 



L42 
L96 
2.35 
2.69 
2.54 
2.42 
2.42 
2.06 
239 
2.00 
2.12 
2.30 
2.28 
2.39 
2.38 
L99 
L72 



.6 



.7 



2.27 



2.23 2.20 



L38 


L37 


L89 


1.81 


2.29 


2.18 


2.70 


2.48 


2.49 


2.42 


2.32 


2.24 


2.40 


2.27 


2.03 


L98 


2.32 


2.20 


L04 


L88 


2.09 


1.98 


2 26 


2.20 


2.23 


2.12 


2.20 


2.26 


2.33 


2.22 


L89 


L80 


1.62 


L54 


2.15 


2.00 




58 


8.50 


3.40 


a84 


8.00 , 


3.40 


3.28 


3.10 


3.01 


1 

2.44 


L80 


L21 


33 


2.57 


2.63 


2.26 ; 


2.08 


L92 


L75 


LOO 


L40 


L39 


L27 


1.05 


24 


L99 


L83 


L86 


1.72 ' 


L75 


L66 


L52 


L40 


L34 


L25 


0.89 


20 


L68 


L66 


L58 ; 


L41 ; 


L45 


L38 


L26 


L23 


L41 


L83 


L14 


28 


2.47 


2.42 


2.28 1 


2.27 


2.12 


2.14 


2.02 


LOO 


2.09 


L98 


1 46 


16 


L17 


L22 


1.30 


L28 ! 


L82 


L27 


L24 


L32 


L24 


LOO 


0.86 


10 


L93 


L88 


L90 ' 


2.00 1 


1.85 


L96 


L94 


1.79 


L71 


L62 


L55 


16 


L81 


L87 


L86 


1.93 ' 


L89 


L77 


L75 


L85 


L50 


L29 


0.89 


15 


L74 


L6e 


L58 


L70 ' 


L60 


L56 


L37 


LSI 


1.19 


L24 


LOl 


14 


L42 


L45 


L53 


L43 , 


L37 


1.25 


1.19 


L12 


1.08 


L06 


0.79 


12 


0.95 


0.96 


LOS ; 


L09 ' 


LIO 


L14 


L02 


0.00 


0.77 


0.84 


0.76 


14 


L71 


L69 


L57 1 


1.66 , 


LOO 


1 52 


L45 


L41 


L40 


L22 


L24 


Mmiu=2L 5 


L92 


L88 


L88 ' 

1 


L87 


L78 


L72 


L62 


L54 


L46 


L33 


L07 



L 90 1 L 81 



Bottom. 



L06 
L26 
1.51 
L68 
L62 
L70 
L6» 
L68 
L74 
L56 
L65 
LT6 
L60 
L6e 
L6» 
L82 
LOT 

L54 
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Velocities in feet per second at tiuik tenth ofd^tk, ^o. — Continued. 
HEAK VALUES OF ALL OBSBRYATIOKS. 



Depth. 


Sorfkoe. 


.1 


.2 


.3 


.4 
2.25 


.5 


.6 


.7 


.8 


.9 


Bottom. 




2.84 


2.84 


2.32 


2.29 


2L22 


2.17 


2.07 


1.87 


L84 


L66 



2. — Columbus, Kentucky. 
RatingB of meters used at ColumbuafKy, 



Locality. 



Dftte. 



' 188L 

\8alnt Louis ; Nov. 14 

j 1882. 
Oolnmbxis, Ky 1 Mar. 17 

Do I Apr. 3 

Do Apr. 20 

Do • May 17 

Do* May 28 

Do* 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Dot 

Dot 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 



Jane 19 
July 11 
July 19 
Aug. 9 
Aug. 28 
Sept. 6 
Sept 6 
Sept 19 
Sept 19 
Oct 14 
Oct 80 
Nov. 20 



! 


i 






® • 


(3 O 




«M a 


2- 




®.2 


'■S a 


»: 




Co 


^ 


a 


'a 2 


S 




& 


3 


23 


1 


n 


15 




23 


14 




8 


14 




3 


17 




23 


13 




23 


13 




23 


21 




6 


38 




23 


24 




23 


20 




23 


14 




6 


13 




6 


20 




23 


21 




6 


15 




6 


16 




6 


10 





a. 




0. 0639 0. 2578 



0.0604 
0.0647 
0.0574 
0.0634 
0635 
0.0634 
0.0634 
0.0605 
0.0596 
0.0591 
0.0605 
0. 0572 
0.0507 
0.0610 
0. 0693 
0.0591 
0.0646 



0.338 

0.416 

0.795 

0.425 

0.4074 

0. 2591 

0.2843 

0. 2973 

0.2689 

0.2798 

0.3323 

0.2611 

0.2148 

0.2884 

0.3604 

0.4137 

0.8010 



Range 
of velocities 
per second. 



FeeU ' 
2. 140- & 520 

1. 980— 6. 897 
3. 33.3— 9. 091| 
3.297— 11.111 
1.734—10.000 
2. 973—10. 345 
2. 586—10. 310 
1. 154—10. 000 
0. 739—10. 345 
0.826— 8.000 
1.176— 8.000 
1.031— 6.667 
1. 333— 6. 452 
0.699— 8.606 
0.877— 8.838 
0. 990— 8. 333 
1.000— &696 
1. 149— & 000 



Where taken. 



Beservoir, Saint 

Lotiis. 
In backwater. 

Do. 
In a lake. 
In a Rinall pondL 
In a lake. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 



* With block. 



t Meter in bad condition. 



t Meter in good condition. 



Felodtiee in feet per second at each tenth of d^th as resulting from the velocity observations 

made at Columhus^ JTy., in 1882. 











STATION 1. 












Depth. 


Surface. 


.1 


.2 


.8 
1.S89 


.4 
L610 


.6 


.6 


.7 


.8 


.9 


Bottom* 


88.0 


0.868 


L163 


1.506 


L631 


L620 


1.568 


1.874 


L055 


aasB 










STATION 2. 


3.720 
2.640 
2.495 
1.590 
1.546 


3.820 
2.150 
2.410 
1.470 
1.426 








62.0 
52.0 
47.6 
38.0 
34.0 


3.829 
2.860 
2.182 
1.860 
0.895 


3.508 
2.453 
2.-500 
1.515 
1.200 


3.422 
2.476 
2.630 
1.585 
1.350 


8.806 
2.565 
2.680 
1.550 
1.430 


3.680 
2.675 
2.680 
1. .575 
1.489 


3.370 
2.790 
2.585 
L603 
1.667 


3.006 
Le25 
2.184 
1.320 
1.300 


2.900 
1.725 
1.830 
1.100 
1.150 


S.876 
L600 
LSSS 
0.7CT 
a966 


lCeans=46.6 


2.023 


2.235 


2.293 


2.306 

1 


2.420 


2.403 1 


2.398 


1155 


1.939 


L741 


1.441 
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VHoeiiieB in feet per second at eaek tenth efdepiky ^o. — Continaed. 

STATION 8. 



Depth. 


Snrfaoe. 


.1 


.2 


.3 


.4 


.5 


.6 


.7 
4.575 


.8 


.9 


Bottom. 


72.0 


4.231 


4977 


5.020 


5.225 


5.160 


5.268 


4.870 


4.762 


4.050 


8.843 


69.5 


4.472 


4.978 


4 820 


4.785 


4.P60 


4.9!4 


4.780 


4.663 


4.475 


8.745 


8.829 


6&0 


4.663 


6.060 


5.010 


5.020 


5.065 


4.979 


4.872 


4.675 


4 775 


4.180 


8.829 


70.0 


3.771 


4.630 


4.979 


5.040 


4.914 


4.914 


4.971 


4.85:i 


4.390 


4.080 


8.519 


6a5 


3.836 


4.490 


4.603 


4.626 


4.598 


4.480 


4.810 


4.200 


4.025 


4.090 


3.138 


62.0 


3.801 


4.030 


4.210 


1.126 


4.075 


3.953 


3.718 


a 610 


8. 240 


2 450 


2.225 


62.0 


3.329 


4.120 


4.880 


4.570 


4. 72(1 


4.630 


4.535 


4.520 


4.250 


8.700 


3.646 


66.0 


4.000 


4.300 


4.185 


4.630 


4.970 


4.7<K) 


4.471 


4.290 


^ 4.325 


8.500 


2.884 


50.0 


2.823 


3.394 


3.535 


3.727 


3.760 


3.709 


8.825 


3.820 


3.520 


3.070 


2.813 


62.0 


3.454 


aeoo 


4.216 


4.425 


4.370 


4. 47.'» 


4.400 


4. 03U 


3.730 


3.175 


2.823 


5L5 


2.512 


2.630 


2.740 


2.845 


2.050 


2.975 


2.830 


2.662 


2.660 


2.335 


1.643 


42.0 


1. 759 


1.840 


1.910 


1.936 


1.936 


1.975 


1.940 


1.840 


1.689 


1.365 


1.049 


36.0 


0.770 


l.OSO 


1.310 


1.320 


1. 425 


1.368 


l.»80 


1.420 


1.325 


1.150 


1.012 


84.0 


1.416 


1.550 


1.550 


1.575 


1.550 


1.440 


1.450 


1.390 


1.285 


L175 


1.122 


Moans— 'Mt. 6 


3. 173 


3.096 


3.751 


3.846 


3.8H2 


3. Ml 


3.739 


3.606 


3.461 


3.005 


2.562 



73.0 
74.0 
6&0 
66.0 
69.0 
66.5 
73.0 
68.0 
65.0 
68.0 
70.0 
63.0 
57.0 
53.0 
45.0 



lffea]ift=65.0 



STATION 4. 



4.491 
4.297 
3.740 
3.594 
3.658 
3.849 
4.3i>5 
3.901 
3.301 
3.5.S5 
4. 535 
3.454 
1.884 
2.114 
1.980 



3 514 



4.900 
4.060 
4.370 
4.484 
4.510 
4.630 
5.330 
4.789 
4. 130 
4.020 
4.977 
3.970 
2.570 
2. 465 
2.220 



4.219 



5.240 
5.310 
4.538 
4.410 
4.575 
4.575 
5.700 
5.010 
4.430 
4 777 
5.020 
4. 375 
2.700 
2.575 
2.270 



4.373 



J>. 225 
5.140 
4.'>75 
4.335 
4.740 
4.770 
5. 825 
5.227 
4. 6U0 
4. 757 
5.000 
4.330 
2.820 
2.630 
2.055 



4.402 



5.173 
5. 2 J5 
4.640 
4.475 
4.690 
4.H65 
5.820 
5.0W) 
4.631 
4. n:{0 
5.410 
4. 3:{0 
2.8K0 
2.646 
2.120 



4.462 



5.150 
5. 074 
4.440 
4.419 
4. 7:iO 
4.050 
.«». 5<)0 
4.853 
4.506 
4.9:10 
5.325 
4. 380 
2.775 
2.610 
2.240 



4.860 
4.990 
4.475 
4. 280 
4.500 
4.860 
5.500 
4.730 
4.320 
4.880 
5.357 
4.150 
2.675 
2.475 
2.172 



4.410 
4.750 
4.330 
4.140 
3.900 
4.470 
5.390 
4.325 
4.000 
4.740 
5. 045 
3. KHO 
2.580 
2. 320 
2.025 



4.680 
4.760 
4.040 
4. 025 
3.733 
3.860 
4.960 
4.216 
3.873 
4.150 
4. 725 
3.770 
2.525 

2.oa5 

1.825 



3.780 
4.345 
3.300 
3.800 
3.467 
3.460 
4. 600 
4.025 

3. l.'iO 
3.770 

4. fm 
2.375 
2.000 
1.830 
1.480 



4. 892 I 4. 288 



4 019 I 3.815 



3.325 



STATION .5. 



* Interpolated. 
STATION 6. 



6&0 
60.0 
62.5 
64.0 
51.5 


2.720 
1.876 
2.037 
2.066 
1.845 


3.380 
2.375 
2.860 
2.600 
L820 


3.825 
2.408 
2.5.'i0 
2.565 
1.845 


8.355 
2.525 
2.425 
2.660 
1.670 


8.324 
2.470 
2.380 
2.685 
1.740 


3.2.'i0 
2.585 
2.270 
2.640 
1.728 


2.970 
2 560 
2.380 
2 520 
L650 


2.080 
2.260 
2.170 
2.535 
1.G07 


2.740 
1.995 
2.175 
2.290 
1.450 


Meao8=:60.6 


2.109 


2.507 


2.589 


2.527 


2.520 


2.495 


2.416 


2.310 


2.130 



STATION 7. 



3.715 
3.393 
3.112 
2.962 
3.404 
2.453 
4 294 
3.455 
2.540 
3.491 
3.900 
2.313 
1.227 
1.638 
1.142 



2.869 



75.0 


4 229 


4660 


4 895 


4 864 


5.100 


5.000 


4. 868 4. 674 


4 660 


4 075 


3.728 


75.0 


5l742 


6.490 


6.225 


6.123 


5. 655 


5.780 


5. 660 4. 789 


4155 


5.290 


4407 


60L0 


4661 


4 880 


5.125 


5.075 


5. 250 


4 880 


5.125 


4 920 


4 520 


4 470 


4090 


69.0 


4 025 


4 520 


4725 


5.010 


4 920 


4. 770 


4 630 


4 845 


4 190 


4 120 


3.894 


63.0 


3.084 


2.925 


3.075 


8.215 


3. 225 


3.000 


2.550 


2.530 


1.890 


*1.600 


•1.400 


50.0 


1.986 


2.180 


2.180 


2.250 


2.325 


2.290 


2.180 


2.040 


1.880 


1.640 


L344 


65.0 


1.647 


2.350 


2.3.^0 


2.210 


2. 275 


2. 245 


2 245 


2.225 


2.020 


1.875 


L850 


49.0 


1.607 


1.725 


1.840 


1.670 


1.765 


1. 724 


1.715 


L590 


1.489 


1.300 


1.078 


47.0 


L948 


2.070 


2.278 


2. 230 2 090 

1 


2. 125 


2.140 


2.068 


1.825 


1.425 


1.006 


Moaiia=r61. 3 


8.209 


8.538 


8.633 


3.627 3.623 


3.5.15 


8.457 


3.242 


2.959 2.866 

1 


2.421 



2.875 
1.725 
1.875 
1.995 
1.220 


2.068 
1.588 
1.608 
1.708 
1.078 


1.838 


1.628 



66.0 


3.084 


3.320 


3.580 


8.560 


3.567 


3.530 


3.425 


3.150 


3.80O 


2.770 


2.176 


64.0 


2.231 


2.702 


2.702 


2. 725 


2.7*5 


2.823 


2.725 


2.550 


2.680 


2.025 


1.686 


63.0 


1.887 


2. 275 


2.600 


2.460 


2.660 


2. .542 


2.525 


2.3[»0 


2.275 


2.030 


1.708 


57.0 


1.887 


1.080 


1.950 


1.095 


2.0O5 


1.950 


1.830 


1.770 


1.720 


1.640 


1.049 


53.0 


1.489 


1.600 


1.783 


1.760 


1.785 


1.718 


1.667 


1.667 


1.570 


1.100 


0.896 


sao 


1.7L4 


1.950 


2.008 


2.0O8 


2.090 


2.110 


2.060 


1.955 


1.868 


1.627 


L188 


ll«nas60.2 


2.049 


2.804 


2.437 


2.416 


2.482 


2.446 


2.872 


2.240 


2.236 


1.849 


1.488 
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VelooiUe$ in feet per seoomd at took teiUk of dipth, fo. — CoBtinaed. 

STATION & 



< 

Depth. 


SurfiMe. 


•1 


.2 
8.624 


.8 


.4 


.6 


.6 
8.765 


.7 


.8 


.9 


Bottom. 


71.0 


2.080 


3.490 


8.780 


8.650 


3.740 


8.680 


8.400 


2.760 


2.41& 


08.0 


8.201 


8.480 


8.800 


8.810 


8.250 


8.185 


8.201 


8.200 


2.768 


2.286 


3L124 


85.0 


2.308 


2.660 


2.765 


2.785 


2.700 


2.665 


2.665 


3.670 


2.480 


2.505 


3.087 


82.0 


2.066 


2.280 


2.460 


2.400 


2.258 


2.803 


2.280 


3.128 


2.040 


1.826 


L58» 


60.6 


1.647 


2.050 


3.184 


2.184 


2.180 


8.040 


2.128 


2.005 


L960 


1.888 


L829 


6&0 


1.670 


L860 


1.970 


1.960 


2.057 


2.080 


2.067 


L«30 


1.076 


1.620 


1.204 


67.0 


1.724 


1.975 


1. 046 L 060 

1 


L086 


2.028 


1.066 


L926 


1.724 


1.615 


1.42» 


M6UI8=62.6 


2.107 


2.512 


2.604 


2.624 


2.675 


2.578 


2.671 


2.476 


2.828 


2.086 


L76I 



STATION 0. 




MeMM=62.5 



8.824 
8.021 
1.091 
1.771 



3.826 
3.095 
1.880 
2.086 



2.452 ; 2.709 

I 



4.150 
8.2?5 
2.060 
2.210 


4.270 
8.365 
2.181 
2.800 


4.220 
3.360 
2.280 
2. 802 


4.180 
8.819 
2.825 
2.250 


4.160 
&260 
2.280 
2.265 


8.725 
8.280 
2. 075 
2.835 


3.475 
8.020 
1.986 
2.860 


8.280 
2.800 
1.760 
1.960 


2.909 


8.029 


8. 041 


8.006 


2.970 


2.841 


2.608 


2.435 



STATION 10. 



62.0 


2.662 


3.218 


3.290 


1 ' 
8. 275 3. 845 , 8. 476 


67.0 


1.887 


2.500 


2.450 


2.864 


2.480 


2.400 


62.0 


2.128 


2.900 


3.120 


8. 040 3. 140 


8.08U 


68 


1.887 


2.115 


2.22U 


2. 245 2. 205 


2.245 


67.0 


2.057 


2 175 


2.320 


2.:no 


2.304 


2.220 > 


56.0 


1.771 


2.U60 


2.240 


2.230 


2.184 


2.2.^5 , 


57.0 


1.654 


1.870 


1.836 


1.946 


2.068 


2.00H 


Mean8=5& 4 


2.000 


2.405 


2. 496 


2.487 


2.551 


2.543 



8.420 
2.610 
2.820 
2.00<i 
2L8U2 
2.200 
2.(j08 

2.475 



3.260 
2.642 
2.860 
2.080 
2.075 
2.110 
1.885 



2.402 



2.875 


2.400 


2.680 


1.940 


1.960 


2.000 


1.095 


2.223 



STATION 11. 



66.0 


4.050 


72.0 


4.294 


61.0 


2.540 


66.5 


2.148 


66.0 


1.765 


66.0 


1.887 


61.0 


1.714 


60.6 


2.628 



4.870 
4.800 
3.021 
2.480 
2.302 
2.318 
2.100 



4.825 
4.719 
3.810 
2.450 
2.290 
2.870 
2.184 



8.165 



4.657 
4.980 
3.350 
2.449 
2 481 
2.424 
2.225 



4.720 


4.680 


3.440 


2.630 


2.542 


2.603 


2.1&4 



I 



4.805 
4.730 
3.330 
2.440 
2.495 
2.525 
2.225 



4.4.50 
4.330 
3.250 
2.840 
2.520 
2. 424 
2.184 



3.224 3.256 I 3.221 I 3.071 



4.204 


4.350 


3 880 


4.500 


4.870 


3.525 


3.120 


3.140 


2.740 


2.425 


2.220 


2.240 


2.330 


2.361 


2. 120 


2.630 


2.455 


2.210 


2.1(^4 


2.050 


1.825 


8.069 


2.992 


2.649 



STATION 12. 



STATION 18. 



64.0 
69.0 
06.0 
65.0 
55.0 
60.0 
54.0 
63.0 

HeastsOO. 8 



8.901 
8.835 
2.770 
2.720 
1.541 
2.060 
1.753 
1.537 



4.2n 
4.150 
3.480 
3.000 



4.180 
4.150 
3.420 
2.810 



1.030 1 2.025 
2.520 . 2.680 



1.675 
1.925 



I 



1.830 
2.010 



3.950 
3.025 
3.530 
2.810 
1. 91*0 
2.420 
2.035 
2. 030 



2.617 2.862 ' 2.882 I 2.828 2.706 



3.620 
3.925 
3.625 
2.7.')0 
1.004 
2. 425 
2. 057 
2.063 



3.655 
4.070 
3.660 
2.7M 
2.020 
2. 280 
2.057 
2.085 



3.6.'i0 


3.645 


3.820 


3.4.'M) 


3.8.>U 


3.680 


3.180 


2.880 


3.3.'» 


3.360 


8.430 


3.350 


2.6.'50 


2.601 


2.170 


2.068 


1.920 


1.805 


1. 675 


1.720 


2 385 


2.302 


2.126 


1.990 


2.057 


1.878 


1.601 


1. 615 


2 (108 


2.190 


1.930 


1.778 



2.807 • 2.734 2.683 i 2.603 . 2.861 



2.607 
8.8H 
L608 
L47T 



L97» 



2.640 


2.361 


2.280 


2.06» 


2.380 


2.006 


1.710 


1.350 


1.091 


1.44» 


1.700 


1.41^ 


1.350 


0.886- 


1.967 


1.64T 



2.902 
2.720 
2L613 
2.148 
L64T 
1.887 
1.891 



2.2U 



69.0 


3.964 


4.518 


' , 1 
4.520 ! 4.700 ! 4.630 4.835 


4.690 


4. 475 3. 9.')0 


3.750 


8.835^ 


67.0 


4.174 


4.450 


4. 5.H7 I 4. 537 4. 525 4. 550 


4.070 


3.875 3.850 


2.830 


3.022 


60.0 


8.021 


3 070 


3.070 1 3.079 3.118 3.170 


3.201 


3. 030 2. 770 


2.775 


2.612 


60.5 


2. 720 


2.870 


3. 070 3. 140 3. 14U , 3. 140 


3.140 


2. 980 i 2. 920 


2.690 


L704 


55.0 


2.066 


2.450 


2.590 


2.585 2.630 


2.600 


2.020 


2.665 1 2.650 


2.380 


2.00fr 


52 


1.681 


2.040 


2.110 


2. 280 2. 225 


2.270 


2.180 


2 057 


1.815 


1.610 


1.632 


51.0 


1.508 


2.020 


2.119 


2.080 3.110 


2.119 


1.998 


1.925 


1.920 


1.920 


1.768 


50.0 


1.714 


2.075 


2.184 


2. 090 1 2. 035 


2.335 


2.410 


2 280 2.100 


1.840 


1.714 


88.0 


1.771 


1.040 


2.070 . 2.110 1 2.080 


2.180 


2.068 


2.005 1.891 


1.750 


1.416 


MeaiiB=55. 8 | 


2.514 


2.827 


2.921 


2. 956 2. 945 


3.029 


2.931 


2.808 2.606 

1 


2.416 


2.177 



2.437 
&D1» 
2.296 
1.884 
1.641 
\.»» 
1.S2S 
L5M 
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VelooMe$ infeetper iteeond at each tenth of depth, <f'o. — Con tinned. 

STATIOir 14. 



Deptb. 


SoifiMe. 


.1 


2 


.8 


.4 .5 


.6 


.7 


.8 


.9 

8.900 
8.100 
1.518 
1.250 


Bottom. 


68.0 
59.0 
41.0 
86.0 


8.009 
3.645 
1.190 
1.062 


aeao 

8.964 
1.560 
1.418 


4.090 4.190 
3. 775 8. 870 
1.785 1 1.770 
1. 410 1. 380 


4.080 
4.025 
1.690 
1.325 


4.045 
4.060 
1.720 
1.380 


4.145 
8.815 
1.070 
1.450 


4. 217 
8.600 
1.543 
1.438 


4.118 
3.175 
1.520 
1.416 


2.487 
2.508 
L429 
0.885 


](eftiw=50.2 


2.227 


2.702 


2,767 


2.808 


2.768 


2.801 


2.770 


2.700 


2.557 


2.442 


1.8U 



MEAN VALITES OF STATION MEANS. 



No. of 
■teHon. 


SnrfAGO. 


.1 


.2 

1 


.8 


.4 


; .5 


.6 


.7 


.8 


.9 


Bottom. 


1 


0.868 


1.163 


1.506 


1.669 


1. 610 1. 631 


1.620 


1.558 


1.874 


1.056 


0.866 


2 


2.023 


2.285 


2.298 


2.806 


2.420 ' 2.408 


2.896 


2.155 


1.939 


1.741 


L441 


3 


3.173 


3.696 


3.751 


8.846 


3.882 , 8.841 


3.739 


a 606 


3.461 


3.005 


2.56» 


4 


8.514 


4.219 


4.373 


4.402 


4.462 


4.302 


4.288 


4.019 


3.815 


8.825 


2.869 


5 


8.209 


3.583 


8.683 


3.627 


8.608 


3.535 


8.457 


3.242 


2.959 


2.866 


2.421 


6 


2.109 


2.507 


2.539 


2.527 


2.520 


2.495 


2.416 


2.810 


2.180 


1.838 


1.622 


7 


2.049 


2.804 


2.437 


2.416 


2.482 


2.446 


2.872 


2.240 


2.236 


1.840 


1.438 


8 


2.197 


2.512 


2.604 


2.624 


2L575 


2.578 


2.571 2.476 


2 328 


2.036 


L761 


9 


2.452 


2.709 


2.909 


3.029 


8.041 


3.006 


2. 976 2. 841 


2.698 


2.486 


1.972 


10 


2.006 


2.405 


2.406 


2.487 


2.554 


2.543 


2.475 2.402 


2.223 


1.957 


1.64T 


11 


2.628 


3.127 


3.165 


3.224 


8.256 


3.221 


8.071 


3.060 


2.092 


2.649 


2.244 


12 


2.514 


2.827 


2.921 


2.956 


2.945 


3.020 


2.031 


2.808 


2,596 


2.416 


2.177 


13 


2.517 


2.862 


2.882 


2.828 


2.796 


2.807 


2.734 


2.683 


2.508 


2.361 


1.989 


14 


2.227 


2.702 


2.767 


2.808 


2.768 


2.801 


2.770 


2.700 


2.557 


2.442 


L814 


MmDB = 


2.892 


2.772 


2.877 


2.905 


2.924 


2. 909 2. 844 

1 


2.722 


2.556 


2.284 


1.916 



MEAN VALUES OF ALL OBSERVATIONS. 



]fea]is= I 2.665 




8.178 



3.205 



3. 227 3. 204 , 3. 126 




Traudveree velocities observed in heud above ColumhuSf Ky.y at each twentieih ofeurface %Mth 

7 feet beneath surface. 



1882. 



•§ 
U 

^ 



One-tireD tietb 

Two-twentieths 

Three>iweDtieth« 

Foor-tweotlbtha 

FlTe*tweiitietht 

StX'twenUethB 

Sereotwf ntleths 

Blfcht-twentieths 

Niae-twentieths 

Trn-tweniJeths 

SleYen-twentieths. . . . 
TwelTe-twentietbs . . . 
Thirteen-twfDtieths. . 
Fmuteen-twentietba . 
Ffflcen-tweDtfetha.. . 
Slxtopn'twentietba. . . 
Sen^nteeB'twontleths 
Blchioen-twentletbs . 
Hfnatoen'twoitietbs . 



5.920 
&080 
6.101 
6.260 
6. '^80 
5.950 
5.384 
5.830 
5.350 
5. 425 
5.550 
5.675 
5.750 
5.4A0 
4.675 
8.428 






3.742 
4.220 
4.280 
4.560 
4.680 
4.750 
4.810 
4.780 
4.850 
4.230 
4.285 
4.375 
4.190 
4.420 
4.550 
4.650 
8.100 



CO 



I 



4.890 
5u290 
5.420 
5.550 
5.690 
5.775 
5.850 
5.680 
6.440 
5.280 
5.000 
5.230 
5.500 
4.860 
4.100 
8.160 
2.450 






4.340 
4.610 
4.850 
5.240 
5.220 
5.800 
5.330 
5.178 
5.150 
5.080 
4.760 
4.700 
4.840 
4.820 
4.820 
8.470 
8.075 
2.452 



3 

'a 
H 

3.180 
3.870 
8. 625 
3.680 
3.825 
4.225 
4.110 
4.217 
4.000 
8.816 
8.890 
8.760 
3.550 
3.500 
a 425 
3.700 
2.700 
1.750 



u 



1.750 
2.160 
2.217 
2.180 
2.425 
2.550 
2.650 
2.600 
2.640 
2.660 
2.532 
2.370 
2.150 
2.230 
2.410 
2.050 
1.700 



s 

o 



1.450 
1.620 
1.753 
1.920 
2.175 
2.180 
2.440 
2.417 
2.260 
1.938 
L730 
1.820 
1.835 
1.825 
1.600 
1.800 



I 
§ 



1.600 
1.745 
L984 
2.140 
2.340 
2.650 
2.590 
2.720 
2.600 
2.700 
2.440 
2.400 
1.915 
2.245 
2.170 
1.938 



&250 
a506 
a 766 
a 912 
4.0t5 
4.218 
4.184 
4.180 
a 901 
a926 
a 784 
a 764 
a705 

aTOO 

a 588 

a 155 

2.586 

a 101 
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Areas in Beckwiik's Bend. 
[Datnm areas oompnted with gauge readings at Colambns, Ky.] 



Date. 



May 24 

Jane 24 

Jnlyl7 

July 31 

Aagnst 11... 
Aagost 22. . . 
Sepi ember 12 
Sept4>niber 23 
Octobers — 
October 25... 
KoTember 16 



Gange. 



Feet 

06.895 

93.432 

88.236 

7&4»4 

79.240 

75 887 

73.835 

74.583 

68.926 

6&021 

70. 572 



Width. 



Feet 
6,207.8 

6. 180. 7 

6. 145. 8 
5, 745. 6 
5,802.4 
5, 62.'>. 1 
6,645.9 
5,702.5 
5,026.9 
3,066.0 
6,173.2 



t 



218,169 

204.417 

160.672 

93,887 

111.881 

88,199 

74.061 

89.428 

54.861 

53,773 

72,095 



+ Scour. 
— FilL 



Sq./eei, 



4-4,602 
-11.820 

— 8,405 
+18,254 

- 4.036 
+ 862 
+ 7,829 
-3.967 
+ 2,845 
+ 7,048 



Datom 



^ 



18.169 
222,771 
210,951 
202,546 
21^800 
211.765 
212.627 
219.956 
215.989 
218,884 
225,882 



3. — Helena, Arkansas. 
Satings of meter naed at Helena, Ark. 



Date. 



Meter. 



1882. 


Feb. 


2 


Feb. 


16 


Feb. 


27 


Apr. 


12 


May 


15 


May 


15 


May 


15 


May 


19 


May 


26 


Jnne23 


July 


20 


Aug. 


11 


Sept. 


8 


Sept. 23 


Ool 


9 



SnisNo.2 

...do 

. ...do 

, . . . do . . . . . 
. . . . do . . . . . 
....do ..... 

. ... do 

....do . .... 
. . . . do . . . . . 

...do 

do 

. . . do . . . . . 

do 

....do 



<M a 

e o 

r 



u 


1 


& 




OD fl 


■ 


V 9 


1 


5i 


a. 


11 




1* 




& 





I 



7 
7 
5 
13 
10 
6 

12 



1 

1 

1 
1 
1 
1 



11 




15 




6 




10 




15 




8 




6 




6 





0.0616 
0.0614 
0.0607 
0.0609 
0.0612 
0.0673 

0.0636 

0.0686 
0.0678 
0.0667 
0.0680 
0.0657 
0.0617 
0.0618 
0.0614 



0.158 
0.354 
0.243 
0.474 
0.255 
0.690 

0.217 

0.272 
0.047 
0.193 
a 128 
0.312 
0.305 
0.018 
0.187 



Range of 

velocities 

per second. 



Feei. 
2.9-7.6 
2. 7-5. 9 
2. 9-7. 6 
0. 8-1. 9 
0. 6-1. 7 
3.3-6.0 

0.9-2.0 

0. 9-1. 6 
2.8-6.2 
8.7-6.8 
2.8-6.2 
1.6-5l9 
2.4-4J.7 
2.5-6.7 
0.7-6.5 



Where taken. 



In a pond. 

. ...do 

... do 

— do 

....do 

. . . .do 

.... do 

....do . .... 
...■do ..... 
....do ..... 

..l.do 

\.. .do ..... 

■ « ■ • U w « • * • ■ 

.... do . . . . . 



Bemarks. 



Without weight. 

Do. 

Da 

Da 

Do. 
Meter 2 Inches above 

weight 
Meter 4 inches above 

weight. 
With weight 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Da 

Do. 

Do. 



Velodiiee in feet per second at each tenth of depth as resulting from the velocity ohservth^ 

tions made at Helena, Ark,, in 1882. 

GBOUP 1. 



Depth. 


Sarfitoe. 


.1 


.2 


.3 


.4 


.6 


.6 


.7 


.8 

a22 

8.80 


.0 


Bottom. 


70.2 
46.5 


8.87 
4.48 


4.84 
4.42 


4.64 
4.34 


4.86 
4.43 


4.27 
4.46 


4w42 
4.38 


4.20 
445 


3.54 
4.18 


2.73 
8.10 


L96 

a. 50 


Mea&s>=58.85 


4.176 


4.88 


4.44 


4.895 


4. 865 


4.40 


4.325 


8.885 


8.51 


2.015 


128 



OBOUP 2. 



85.0 
6&8 
60.0 
58.4 


6.22 
4.62 
4.65 
4.86 


5.66 
4.65 
4.78 
4.76 


6.60 
4.45 
4.78 
4.58 


6.27 
4.18 
4.71 
4.53 


5i0d 
4.12 
4.66 
4.45 


&16 
4.05 
4.65 
4.27 


5.13 
3.40 
4.58 
8.86 


4.44 
8.63 
4.68 
3.76 


4.24 
3.89 
4.41 
8.45 


8.75 
8.05 
4.02 
2.97 


2.97 
2Li7 
8. 89 
161 


Means=:65.42 


4.886 


4.91 


4.828 


4.673 


4.57 


4.683 


4.265 


4.09 


8.878 


8.448 


2.965 
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VelocitiM in feet per eecond at eack tenth of dipth, />o. — Coutinued. 

GBOUP 3. 



Depth. 


Snrfkce. 


.1 


.2 


.8 


.4 


.6 


.6 
5.03 


.7 


.8 


.0 


Bottom. 


66l0 


0.08 


0.28 


6.13 


6.12 


6w78 


&10 


6.16 


6.45 


5.48 


4.18 


86.0 


5.77 


5.82 


5.65 


5.48 


6.62 


6.07 


5.11 


6.07 


4.38 


8.56 


2.80 


72.6 


5.00 


0.24 


6.21 


6.88 


6.73 


6.75 


6.35 


5.23 


4.7:2 


4.20 


8.34 


70.0 


5w07 


5.07 


6.02 


6.03 


4.77 


4.94 


4.58 


4.73 


3.97 


3.83 


8.82 


72.3 


5.10 


&03 


5.03 


4.95 


4.77 


4.30 


4.42 


4.46 


4.72 


4.00 


4.06 


60.0 


0.57 


8.57 


6.64 


6.11 


5.76 


5.83 


6.11 


5.97 


5.43 


5.48 


4.28 


03.0 


4.08 


4.71 


4.57 


4.37 


4.33 


4.27 


4.08 


3.90 


3.73 


3.35 


2.46 


00.0 


5.08 


4.87 


4.65 


4.44 


4.31 


4.22 


4.10 


3.97 


3.55 


8.23 


2.98 


56.0 


4.55 


4.43 


4.4L 


4.33 


4.28 


4 05 


3.91 


3.82 


3.54 


3.03 


2.64 


Keuia-06. 08 


5.418 


6.44 


5.346 


5.184 


5.030 


4.958 


4.853 4.70 


4.388 


4.012 


3.388 



GROUP 4. 



70.8 


6.86 


6.78 


6.62 


6.42 


6.16 


6.08 


5.28 


5.18 


4 94 


410 


8.40 


97.0 


7.03 


7.J5 


6.86 


6.63 


6.60 


6 32 


6.14 


5.70 


5.15 


4 73 


8.16 


OouO 


5.15 


5.22 


5l15 


4.96 


5.20 


4.72 


4.95 


4 44 


456 


412 


8.96 


63.6 


6.19 


6.21 


6.05 


5.05 


4.91 


4.61 


4.60 


4 09 


3.08 


4 04 


3.80 


58.7 


4.75 


4.64 


4.46 


4.31 


4.26 


4.01 


4.05 


3.62 


2.96 


2.72 


2.62 


66.5 


4.78 


4.77 


4.58 


4.44 


4.24 


4.14 


3.84 


3.10 


2.86 


2.56 


L76 


]fMn8=62.58 


5.625 


5.612 


5.453 


6.305 


5.212 


4.98 


4 793 


4 338 4 075 


3.71 


8.002 



GROUP 5. 



70.0 
60.0 
56w0 
63.5 
65.0 
40.0 
48.6 
45wO 



M6a]ia=54 01 



6.44 
5.89 
5.95 
5.95 
5.29 
5.05 
5.04 
4 72 



6.541 



5.82 


5.52 


5.77 


5.69 


5.96 


5.73 


6.53 


5.40 


4 87 


460 


492 


4 80 


5.04 


5.00 


4 55 


447 


5.808 


5.151 



5.46 


5.16 


5.37 


5.27 


5.63 


5.45 


.5.33 


5.13 


410 


4 22 


4 64 


4 41 


4 82 


4 63 


4 45 


4 87 



4 986 4. 83 



485 


4 64 


5.15 


4 87 


5.19 


5.16 


5.32 


4 82 


4 34 


419 


4 35 


4 07 


4 45 


4 32 


428 


408 


4 741 


4 519 



444 

4 72 
5.10 
62 
85 
01 
90 
02 



4 333 



3.73 


2.98 


2.40 


4 42 


3.70 


2.62 


4 63 


4 05 


2.88 


4 50 


4 00 


3.63 


3.41 


3.02 


L66 


3.85 


3.42 


2.62 


3.54 


3.08 


2.62 


3.66 


3.40 


2.62 


3.97 


3.456 


2.618 



GROUP 6. 



70.0 


6.03 


6.95 


5.87 


5.67 


5.83 


5.68 


5.00 


4 86 


3.03 


3.30 


2.88 


57.1 


5.34 


5.82 


6.14 


4 86 


4 73 


4 72 


4 57 


4 36 


3.92 


3.55 


2 00 


46.0 


6.94 


6.17 


6.42 


6.15 


5.70 


'5.45 


5.37 


6.27 


5.14 


5.00 


3.66 


6L0 


5.82 


5.86 


5.82 


6.57 


5.52 


6.57 


5.25 


5.18 


4 71 


430 


445 


38.3 


495 


490 


4 65 


4 33 


4 14 


405 


3.85 


3.66 


3.47 


3.34 


2.64 


86.0 


5.19 


5.00 


465 


4 20 


4 34 


416 


3.97 


3.90 


3.46 


8.13 


2.85 


40.6 


6.24 


6.10 


4 06 


4 91 


4 78 


4 87 


417 


4 22 


3.70 


8.04 


3.18 


4L0 


496 


492 


488 


468 


447 


430 


4 82 


3.96 
4425 


8.20 


2.60 


2.42 


JI«yM=47.36 


5.486 


6.403 


6.298 


6.058 


4 940 


4776 


4663 


3.941 


8.544 


8.116 



GROUP 7. 



60.0 


7.12 


6.94 


6.68 


6.48 


6.30 


6.18 


6.81 


6.85 


4 90 


474 


460 


60.0 


6.13 


6.87 


5.58 


6.74 


5.63 


6.65 


5.24 


4 96 


466 


423 


8.20 


60.0 


6.04 


&10 


6.98 


6.67 


6.77 


5.68 


5.28 


5.45 


4 38 


442 


8.80 


61.2 


6.04 


&00 


- 6.76 


6.73 


5.35 


6.42 


6.12 


4 84 


4 65 


3.76 


8.10 


61.8 


5.64 


6.90 


6.62 


6.26 


4 86 


6.03 


4 87 


477 


460 


416 


414 


42.6 


488 


4 80 


472 


4 65 


4 56 


444 


412 


3.75 


3.78 


3.56 


8.80 


86L3 


475 


4 82 


477 


4 54 


446 


430 


8.08 


8.64 


8.50 


3.20 


2.85 


82 6 


4 05 


4 05 


4 93 


4 00 


4 87 


4 60 


4 88 


415 


3.86 


3.35 


2.67 


86L0 


6.24 


5.15 


6.00 


482 


4 62 


4 47 


447 


4 44 


8.01 


3.45 


3.04 


86.0 


6.12 


4 06 


488 


496 


4 77 


4 01 


4 76 


4 45 


423 


3.90 


8.4T 


MmaBB4S.92 


6.601 


6.549 


6.888 


6.275 


6.129 


5.062 


4 803 


4 58 


4 237 


3.876 


3.886 
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Velocities in feet per second at each tenth of depth, ^o. — Continaed. 

6R0TTP 8. 



51.5 
47.0 
30.0 
29.5 
26.0 
26w0 



UeanB=36. 50 



Dflpth. 


Sarfkoe. 


.1 


.2 


.8 


.4 


.6 


.6 


.7 


.8 


.9 


Bottom. 


50.0 


6.43 


6.27 


6.37 


&67 


&48 


6.86 


5.82 


5.62 


5.17 


4.15 


3.80 


55.0 


7.23 


6.04 


7.10 


7.05 


6.75 


6.40 


5.00 


6.75 


5.43 


4.55 


3.40 


58.0 


7.66 


7.50 


7.10 


6.88 


6.65 


6.58 


6.87 


5.94 


5.00 


4.70 


4.00 


50.0 


6.02 


&28 


&03 


6.64 


6.71 


5.54 


6.18 


4.97 


4.83 


4.88 


8.16 


4&1 


5.41 


5.41 


5.30 


5.39 


6.81 


6.22 


5.06 


4.25 


8.82 


8.26 


2.60 


47.0 


6.47 


6.25 


6.02 


6.88 


6.79 


6.77 


5.32 


4.85 


4.34 


3.76 


3.00 


47.6 


6.62 


6.88 


6.78 


5.86 


6.02 


6.08 


5.66 


6.43 


6.15 


4.40 


8.6« 


41.5 


5.80 


5.36 


5.16 


4.08 


4.90 


4.05 


4.75 


4.64 


4w20 


8.64 


8.16 


80.0 


5.24 


5.28 


6.22 


4.98 


4.88 


4.70 


4.46 


4.25 


4.15 


3.40 


2.74 


32.7 


5.24 


5u25 


6.16 


6.18 


4v93 


4.83 


4.62 


4.66 


4.86 


8.76 


8.18 


Mea]ia-4&38 


6.161 


&002 


5.918 


6.886 


5.737 


5.648 


6.307 &028 


4.645 


4.000 


8L2ie 



OBOUP 0. 



54.0 


6.08 


6.87 


6L57 


6.51 


6.62 


6.85 


6.02 


5.82 


5.51 


470 


8.87 


48.0 


6.44 


6.27 


6.12 


6.87 


6.06 


5w67 


5.18 


478 


460 


425 


3.87 


60.0 


6.23 


6.07 


6L07 


a 07 


6.67 


5.66 


6.87 


5.18 


470 


488 


2.40 


50.0 


6.32 


6.07 


6.08 


5.80 


6.40 


6.22 


&04 


4 85 


476 


428 


2.77 


20.6 


4.85 


4.32 


4.27 


4.28 


4.13 


3.96 


3.86 


3.77 


3.66 


8.40 


2.96 


80.7 


4.25 


4.55 


4.66 


4.50 


4.88 


427 


413 


3.96 


3.76 


8.65 


8.68 


88.0 


4.65 


4.46 


4.45 


458 


440 


425 


8.32 


4 22 


3.87 


3.66 


8.20 


HMa8=42. 10 


5.467 


5.516 


5.446 


5w366 


6.236 


6.054 4846 4654 4409 

1 1 


4024 


8.160 



GEOUP 10. 



6.43 
6.14 
4 35 
3.39 
3.99 
4 45 



4 792 



6.68 


6.66 


6.50 


6.47 


6.28 


6.23 


6.25 


6.27 


441 


4 84 


4 26 


422 


3.47 


3.49 


3.36 


3.88 


3.80 


8.98 


3.80 


3 78 


4 39 


432 


4 25 


418 i 

1 


4838 

1 


4 82 


4 737 


4 708 



6.32 
5.04 
4 22 
3.34 
8.68 
413 



4 605 



5.70 


4 94 


4 04 


4 00 


6.62 


5.52 


5.57 


5.00 


3.92 


3.75 


3.58 


3.05 


3.18 


3.04 


3.01 


2.67 


3.77 


3.67 


3.63 


8.45 


4 17 


414 


4 06 


8.83 


4 408 


4177 


8.982 


3.667 



8.06 
2.02 
2.65 
2.04 
3.13 
8.00 



8.088 



GROUP IL 



38.0 


4 83 


484 


4 84 


4 81 


4 71 


462 


420 


3.96 


3.49 


3.00 


2.52 


40.5 


4 68 


5.03 


4 68 


4 20 


4 60 


417 


8.80 


405 


&35 


2.60 


1.83 


28.0 


3.28 


3.35 


3.28 


8.12 


8.08 


8.07 


2.96 


2.87 


2.78 


2.71 


2.68 


26.0 


3.73 


3.73 


8.72 


3.63 


3.52 


3.45 


3.42 


8.41 


3.36 


3.20 


8.08 


24 


3.25 


3.17 


2.85 


2.85 


2.86 


2.87 


2.72 


2.72 


2.72 


2.50 


2.81 


27.2 


8.27 


3.31 


3.31 


3.16 


2.06 


2.66 


2.64 


2.63 


2.62 


2.62 


2.62 


25.0 


3.01 


3.06 


3.13 


8.00 


2.87 


3.07 


3.20 


2.94 


2.67 


2.47 


2.22 


Hean8=81.28 


3.721 


8.784 


8.687 


&551 


8.514 


3.416 


3.303 8.226 


2.999 


2.729 


2.450 



GROUP 12. 



27.0 
51.0 
32.6 



H6«IB=36. 87 



4 83 
6.17 
4 38 



5.127 



4 83 
6.32 
4 68 


4 81 
6.24 
4 65 


4 60 
6.14 
425 


4 57 
5.82 
415 


444 

6.72 
4 07 


4 22 
5.25 
3.60 


3.92 
5.28 
3.63 


8.72 
4 83 
3.51 


3.57 
4 80 
2.81 


1 5.277 


5.233 


6.027 


4847 


4743 


4357 


4277 


4 020 


"3.727 



8.43 
456 

2.17 



8.388 
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Velocities in feet per eeoond far each tenth ofdepih, ^o. — Contiiiaed. 

GROUP 13. 



Depth. 


Sarftoe. 


.1 


.2 


.8 


.4 


.6 


.6 


.7 


.8 


.9 


Bottom.- 


2S.5 


6.W 


5.13 


5.15 


4.83 


4.57 


4.80 


4.48 


454 


4.54 


8.77 


8.18 


22.6 


5.23 


523 


5 33 


5.19 


6.14 


5.08 


4.60 


4.10 


3.58 


8.18 


2.64 


31.3 


8.71 


8.63 


8.56 


8.59 


3.67 


8.63 


3 16 


2.72 


2.83 


2.00 


1.64 


10.5 


3.36 


3.33 


3.30 


8.32 


3.34 


3.87 


3.86 


8.34 


8.28 


3.07 


2.85 


7.0 


2.54 


2.51 


2.47 


2.44 


2.37 


2.31 


2.25 


2.17 


2.14 


2.11 


2.07 


16.6 


2.94 


2.95 


2.96 


2.97 


2.b4 


2.92 


2.80 


2. 65 2. 49 


2.33 


2.15 


Heuia=17.22 


3.810 


3.795 


3.778 


3.728 


3.672 


3.685 


3.438 


3.253 3.060 2.733 


2.418 



GROUP 14. 



27.0 
19.0 

ia8 

26.5 


5l08 
4.11 
3.66 
4.45 


&17 
4.02 
8.54 
4.43 


5.24 
8.93 
3.40 
4.43 


5.12 
3.83 
3.38 
4.46 


5.00 
8.68 
8.37 
444 


4.86 
3.53 
8.39 
4.11 


4.78 
8.42 
3.28 
3.87 


4.72 
3.28 
2.96 
3.87 


4.31 
3.09 
2.57 
8.73 


3.70 
2.84 
2.25 
3.48 


3.05 
2.68 
1.96 
3.25 


lfean8=22.82 


4.325 


4.280 


4.250 

» 


4.185 


4.123 


8.973 


3.838 


3.708 


3.425 


3.068 


2.735 



4.— Hays' Landing, Mississippi. 
Ratings of meters used at Hays Landingf Miss, 



Bate. 



1882. 

MaiehlS 

April 3 

Kay 27 

Oetober9 





ii 


11 




e Q 


^ t. 


• 

1 


amber 
servatl 




3 


»q 


1» 


1 


2 


18 


1 


2 


20 


1 


4 


80 


1 



0.0576 
0. 0578 
0.0578 
0.0517 



0.6063 
5528 
0.6809 
0.5167 



RasjEeof 

velocities. 



Feet per saeond. 
1. 41-7. 69 
1.28-5.80 
1.88-7.84 
L 02-7. 45 



Where 
taken. 



In a pond. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
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Velootlies {« fiei per second ai eaoh iehih of depik ae reeutUtig from ike veiooUg ob^ 

eervatioM made at HajfS Landing, MUe., in 1882. 

STATION 2. 



Depth. 


Snrfttoe. 


.1 


.2 


.3 


.4 


.5 


.6 


.7 


.8 


.9 


22.0 


3.46 


3.56 


3.64 


8.60 


3.61 


8.42 


8.85 


8.26 


8.18 


8.00 


23.0 


3.57 


&57 


8.57 


a53 


3.48 


3.43 


8.37 


8.82 


8.27 


8.88 


23.0 


3.84 


3.45 


8.55 


8.40 


&38 


3. 81 


8.26 


8.15 


2.99 


2.88 


22.0 


3.23 


3.23 


8.23 


3.29 


8.28 


8.17 


8.14 


8.11 


2.88 


2.7$ 


2L0 


3.34 


3.34 


&34 


3.31 


3.27 


8.23 


3.23 


8.23 


8.01 


2.76 


21.4 


3 92 


3.86 


3.82 


3.72 


3.56 


8.43 


3.33 


3.24 


8.23 


3.23 


32.0 


3.?3 


3.15 


3.05 


2.91 


2.94 
3.346 


2.99 


2.99 


8.21 


3.38 


2.02 


Means = 23. 49 


3.441 


3.450 


3.457 


3.407 


3.283 


3.239 


3.217 


8.127 


2.967 



STATION 4. 



68. 

70.0 

66.0 

68.0 

60.0 

62.0 

60.9 

58 5 

55.5 

55.0 

51.0 

49.8 

40.0 

50.1 

42.5 

44.2 

43.0 

44.0 

44.2 

43.0 

41.9 

43.8 

44.8 

42.9 

41.1 

41.1 

39.5 

39.1 

38.0 

3&1 

30.1 

37.0 

88.1 

39.5 

30.4 

37.1 

39.5 

38.1 

38.5 

38.7 

37.9 

37.1 

38.0 

38.9 

37.5 

38.1 

37.5 

38.0 

39.5 

38. 

39. 

39. 

42. 

42.0 

41.8 

41.5 



7 
1 
4 
3 



4.15 


4.63 


4.73 


4.75 


4.85 


4.93 


4.61 


4.61 


4.73 


4.75 


5.08 


5.08 


6.70 


7.16 


4.04 


4.03 


3 69 


3.85 


3.69 


3.69 


3.23 


3.00 


3.11 


3.00 


1.34 


1.34 


3.69 


3.09 


2.42 


2.52 


2.53 


2.53 


2.76 


2.76 


2.76 


2.76 


2.65 


2.65 


2.88 


2.78 


2.76 


2.76 


2.59 


2.49 


2.17 


2.37 


2.17 


2.17 


1.96 


1.96 


2.28 


2.19 


2.17 


2.09 


1.76 


1.92 


2.38 


2.30 


2.38 


2.38 


1.96 


2. 05 


2.59 


2.59 


2.17 


2.17 


1.96 


1.U6 


2.07 


2.07 


].96 


1.96 


1.65 


1.74 


1.96 


1.96 


2.17 


2.01 ; 


2.17 


2.17 


2.07 


2,15 


1.76 


1.76 


1.96 


1.96 


2.07 


2.07 


2.17 


2.10 


2.07 


1.99 


2.07 


2.07 


2.38 


2.30 


2.28 


2. .36 


2.38 


2.38 


2. 28 


2.20 


2.17 


2.20 , 


2.28 


2.28 


2.48 


2.48 


2.28 


2.36 


2.48 


2.48 



Means = 44.61 



2.716 



2.733 



4.85 
4.79 
5.08 
4.57 
4.76 
4.97 
7.16 
4.82 
4.15 
8.69 
3.23 
2.99 
1.28 
3.69 
2.67 
2.53 
2.60 
2.76 
2.56 
2.76 
2.76 
2.56 
2.22 
2.10 
2.10 
2.17 
2.13 
1.96 
2.22 
2.27 
2.01 
2.64 
2.17 
1.96 
2.07 
1.96 
1.76 
1.86 

1. 8n 

2.17 
2.06 
1.76 
1.91 
2.07 
2.07 
1.96 
2. 07 
2.17 
2.31 
2.38 
2.17 
2. 28 
2.20 
2.41 
2.31 



2.41 



4.87 
4.75 
5.18 
4.50 
4.76 
4.67 
7.16 
4.04 
4.07 
3.72 
3.26 
3.22 
1.20 
8.69 
2.64 
2.53 
2.53 
2.76 
2.53 
2.70 
2.76 
2 59 
2.10 
2.07 
2.17 
2.12 
2.13 
1.96 
2.17 
2.17 
1.96 
2.67 
2.14 
1.96 
2.03 
2.01 
1.76 
1.70 
1.79 
2.10 
2.02 
1.76 
1.86 
2.03 
2.04 
1.99 
2.02 
2.04 
2.24 
2.38 
2.13 
2. 20 
2.17 
2.38 

2. as 

2.38 



2. 729 I 2. 698 

I 



5.10 
4.68 
5.27 
4.47 
4.85 
4.84 
6.76 
3.91 
3.92 
8.85 
3.54 
3.23 
1.14 
3.69 
2.44 
2.48 
2.49 
2.71 
2.53 
2.60 
2.72 
2.54 
2.01 
1.88 
2.14 
2.04 
1.99 
1.95 
2.17 
2.16 
1.95 
2.69 
2.06 
1.06 
1.95 
2.16 
1.76 
1.5-) 
1.85 
1.94 
2.06 
1.76 
1.86 
1.94 
1.90 
2.06 
1.86 
1.06 
2.11 
2.37 
1.97 
2.05 
2.17 
2.42 
2.35 
2.41 



5.35 


4.67 


5.12 


4.40 


4.^1 


4.80 


6.67 


3.72 


8.92 


8.81 


3.25 


8.16 


1.14 


8.57 


2.30 


2.37 


2.39 


2.65 


2.44 


2.53 


2.68 


2.48 


1.86 


L92 


2.06 


1.95 


1.58 


1.87 


2.09 


2.00 


1.87 


2.48 


1.82 


1.96 


1.87 


2.02 


1.76 


1.55 



2.668 



1.78 
1.77 
1.91 
1.68 
1.78 
1.78 
1.89 
1.82 
1.86 
1.96 
1.78 
2.29 
1.87 
1.85 
2.17 
2.46 
2.26 
2.46 



571 



4.74 
4.42 
4.97 
4.37 
4.59 
4.52 
6.40 
8.92 
3.92 
3. 56 
8.30 
8.12 
1.06 
8.57 
2.30 
2.27 
2.29 
2.65 
2.30 
2.53 
2.30 
2.26 
1.72 
2.05 
1.97 
1.87 
1.55 
1.79 
2.01 
1.96 
1.86 
2.44 
1.64 
1.89 
1.79 
1.96 
1.78 
1.55 
1.63 
1.82 
1.81 
1.65 
1.76 
1.69 
1.81 
1.76 
1.86 
1.90 
1.83 
2.28 
1.86 
1.89 
2.16 
2.38 
2.17 
2.38 



4.86 

4.53 

4.85 

4.33 

4.46 

4.32 

6.23 

8.84 

3.92 

3.38 

2.98 

3.22 

1.03 

8.46 

2.30 

2.18 

2.18 

2.59 

2.30 

2.63 

2.27 

2.17 

1.60 

1.96 

1.81 

1.79 

1.55 

1.76 

1.90 

1.93 

1.82 

2.38 

1.55 

1.86 

1.70 

1.94 

1.76 

1.52 

1.56 

1.66 

1.73 

1.65 

1,73 

1.61 

1.73 

1.72 

1.83 

1.83 

1.61 

2.24 

1.86 

1.86 

2.06 

2.29 

1.99 

2.30 



4.32 
4.45 

4.85 
4.16 
4.46 
8.95 
6.23 
3. #9 
3.72 
3.16 
2.88 
2.77 
1.00 
3.34 
2.30 
2.17 
2.08 
2.53 
2.29 
2.44 
2.22 
2.17 
1.43 
1.79 
1.76 
1.70 
1.52 
1.73 
1.75 
1.86 
L75 
2.38 
1.54 
1.83 
1.62 
1.87 
1.73 
1.44 
1.53 
1.34 
1.64 
1.65 
1.64 
1.55 
1.65 
1.64 
1.76 
1.7r> 
1.70 
2.09 
1.86 
1.86 
1.99 
2.28 
1.89 
2.28 



2.495 



2.423 



2,339 



4.00 
4.35 
4.74 
4.15 
4.59 
3.66 
6.02 
3.33 
3.60 
2.98 
2.85 
2.43 
0.02 
3.28 

2. or 

2.00 
2.07 
2.53 
2.19 
2.24 
2.18 
2.09 
1.34 
1.66 

i.7e 

1.65 
1.45 
1.65 
1.67 
L86 
1.65 
2,38 
1.46 
1.76 
1-55 
1.86 
1.65 
1.36 
L46 
1.34 
1.57 
L58 
1.57 
1.56 
1.58 
1.56 
1.76 
1,67 
1.45 
L77 
1,86 
1.86 
1.80 
2.20 
1.80 
2.22 



2.248 
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VeUMsMsB in feet per eeoond at oach tenth of depth, ^o. — Continaed. 

STATION «. 



Depth. 


Surf^e. 


.1 


.2 


.8 


.4 
a 17 


.5 


.6 


.7 


.8 


.0 


83.8 


4.44 


6.87 


5.28 


5.98 


6.78 


6.18 


4.84 


4 64 


4.16 


O&O 


5.37 


6.18 


5.08 


5.42 


5.74 


6.68 


5.64 


6.16 


4.92 


4.00 


6&0 


4.73 


4.87 


4.65 


4.78 


6.45 


6.40 


&20 


&06 


4.89 


4 75 


97.5 


5.19 


6.18 


5.18 


5.60 


8.17 


6.89 


5.51 


4.96 


4.52 


4.06 


05.0 


5.08 


5.02 


4.92 


5.07 


5.08 


5.18 


5.22 


6.50 


4.98 


4.62 


«5.2 


5.08 


5.15 


4.94 


4.75 


4.70 


4.96 


6.04 


4.84 


4.73 


4.32 


8S.6 


4.61 


5.24 


4.83 


4.81 


4 75 


4.88 


4.78 


4.43 


4.15 


4.24 


63.0 


8.92 


4.04 


4.19 


4.28 


4.16 


4.65 


4.40 


4.04 


3.67 


3.38 


60.0 


4.15 


4.15 


4.15 


4.02 


3.92 


4.04 


8.97 


4.05 


8.84 


8.72 


60.5 


8.92 


4.07 


4.(j6 


8.92 


3.92 


3.92 


8.91 


3.76 


8.58 


3.31 


60.0 


8.46 


3.57 


a62 


8.69 


8.97 


3.80 


8.64 


3.87 


8.09 


2.82 


55.8 


3.69 


3.69 


3.58 


3.83 


8.85 


8.91 


8.78 


8.61 


3.26 


2.89 


52.5 


3.46 


8.46 


8.62 


3.88 


8.72 


3.74 


3.46 


3.14 


2.94 


8.83 


53.4 


3.69 


8.69 


3.69 


3.69 


3.66 


3.57 


8.52 


8.46 


3.46 


3.33 


45.0 


2 99 


2.99 


3.08 


2.94 


3.82 


2.76 


2.72 


2.65 


2.64 


2.52 


46.0 


2.76 


2.87 


2.60 


2.65 


2.57 


2.53 


2.53 


2.58 


2.49 


2.86 


47.0 


8.46 


3.46 


3.36 


3.25 


3.23 


3.23 


8.15 


3.04 


2.94 


2.82 


46l8 


2.99 


3. 10 


3.21 


8.04 


2.99 


2.92 


2.81 


2 76 


2 71 


2.60 


46.0 


2.99 


2.99 


2.91 


2.88 


2.88 


2.81 


2.77 


2.62 


2..')3 


2.53 


45.2 


2.99 


3.10 


3. 11 


3.03 


2.78 


2.65 


2.65 


2.62 


2.47 


2.14 


47.9 


2.69 


2.69 


2.60 


2.50 


2.50 


2.48 


2.41 


2.31 


2.28 


2.21 


46i8 


3.00 


3.U0 


2.92 


2.65 


2.44 


2.32 


2.22 


2.12 


2.03 


1.90 


4:<.5 


2.69 


2.60 


2.66 


2.63 


2.54 


2.37 


2.17 


2.17 


2.17 


1.96 


45.5 


2.48 


2.58 


2.59 


2.51 


2.42 


2.33 


2.33 


2.34 


2.25 


2.17 


45.0 


2.59 


2.40 


2.38 


2.38 


2.38 


2.38 


2.30 


2.11 


1.88 


1.56 


43.0 


2.59 


2.59 


2.61 


2.42 


2.34 


2.22 


2.05 


1.96 


1.78 


1.68 


42.1 


2.79 


2.79 


2.72 


2.69 


2.58 


2.38 


2.38 


2.88 


2.28 


2.11 


43.0 


2.79 


2.63 


2.52 


2.43 


2.29 


2.14 


2.08 


2.17 


2.17 


2.10 


42.5 


3.00 


2.82 


2.79 


2.68 


2.51 


2.86 


2.28 


2.28 


2.19 


2.17 


42.8 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2,73 


2.69 


2.66 


2.58 


2.48 


2.40 


2.31 


42.0 


1.55 


1.55 


1.55 


1.61 


1.62 


1.51 


1.84 


1.84 


1.28 


1.19 


42.1 


2.69 


2.69 


2.69 


2.64 


2.59 


2.59 


2.59 


2.69 


2 52 


2.42 


41.4 


2.59 


2.59 


2.66 


2.54 


2.41 


2.47 


2.88 


2.80 


2.21 


2.07 


42.0 


2.59 


2.59 


2.59 


2.59 


2.55 


2.48 


2.48 


2.^9 


2.31 


2.22 


41.8 


' 2.59 


2.59 


2.52 


2.43 


2.35 


2.28 


2.28 


2.28 


2.21 


2.10 


42.0 


2.48 


2.48 


2.48 


2.48 


2 44 


2.84 


2.17 


2.08 


1.99 


1.96 


40.1 


2.59 


2.59 


2.59 


2.59 


2.57 


2.48 


2.48 


2.48 


2.44 


2.26 


40.9 


2.79 


2.63 


2.59 


2.54 


2.45 


2.37 


2.29 


2.35 


2.27 


2.10 


40.8 


2.38 


2.38 


2 82 


2.33 


2.33 


2.16 


1.98 


1.96 


1.91 


1.86 


40.4 


2.38 


2.88 


2.24 


2.17 


2.17 


2.17 


2.17 


1.90 


1.57 


1.26 


42.4 


2.28 


2.26 


2.85 


2.38 


2.29 


2.14 


2.06 


1.97 


1.81 


1.70 


89.8 


2.59 


2.59 


2.53 


2.45 


2.33 


2 07 


1.91 


1.75 


1.62 


1.58 


80.9 


2.48 


2.57 


2.59 


2.55 


2.46 


2.38 


2.30 


2.22 


2.09 


1.87 


40.1 


2.48 


2.48 


2.55 


2.61 


2.34 


2.17 


2.09 


2.00 


1.92 


1.83 


40.0 


2.79 


2.71 


2.63 


2 59 


2.57 


2.48 


2.40 


2.88 




2.28 


40.2 


2.48 


2.40 


2.44 


2 44 


2.36 


2.28 


2.11 


2.1*0 


1.92 


1.86 


40.9 


2.48 


2.48 


2.48 


2.48 


2.45 


2.38 


2.38 


2.88 


2.38 


2.32 


40.2 


2.79 


2 71 


2.69 


2.60 


2.48 


2.48 


-2.40 


2.32 


2.23 


2.13 


41.5 


2.59 


2.50 


2.48 


2.43 


2.41 


2 47 


2.38 


2.38 


2.25 


2.07 


43.1 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.75 


2 60 


2.67 


2.69 


2. 59 


2.43 


40.7 


2.90 


2.81 


2.73 


2.69 


2.67 


2.59 


2.49 


2.48 


2.38 


2.22 


41.5 


2.90 


2.81 


2.72 


2.64 


2.59 


2.57 


2.50 


2.48 


2.42 


2.20 


44 


2.79 


2.79 


2 79 


2.79 


2.74 


1.65 


2.59 


2. 52 


2.16 


2.07 


43.8 


3.00 


3.00 


2.93 


2 96 


2.00 


2.75 


2.69 


2.65 


2.38 


2.29 


43.0 


2.90 


2.99 


3.00 


3.00 


2.91 


2.70 


2.50 


2.59 


2.41 


2.23 


43.7 


8.U0 


3.18 


3.21 


3.21 


3.11 


2.92 


2.77 


2.68 


2.59 


2.50 


lfeaiia = 47.48 


8.112 


8.136 


8.103 


3.091 


3.000 


2.991 


2.908 


2.816 


2.677 


2.627 
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Veloeiiiea in feet per aeeond at each tenth o/depikf ^.—Ccmtinaed. 

STATION 8. 



Depth. 


Surface. 


.1 


m 

.2 
5.52 


.8 
5.84 


.4 


.5 


.6 
6.02 


,7 
5.90 


.8 


.9 


64.0 


5.31 


4.51 


6.02 


6.09 


a89 


ass 


09.8 


5.66 


5.42 


5.50 


5.75 


5.60 


5.76 


5.76 


5.87 


a89 


a87 


08.0 


5.77 


5.45 


5.14 


5.85 


5.76 


5.71 


5.31 


5.19 


6.08 


4.80 


63.0 


4.96 


5.04 


5.42 


5.72 


5.32 


5.41 


5.08 


4.69 


4.56 


4.31 


6L9 


4.85 


5.02 


5.06 


5.06 


6.02 


5.96 


5.49 


5.15 


4.85 


a2o 


60.5 


4.38 


4.38 


4.43 


4.57 


! 4.82 


4.61 


4.22 


4.16 


a 76 


a48 


58.8 


4.15 


4.24 


4.70 


5.07 


4.80 


4.GI 


4.38 


4.33 


4.15 


4.02 


57.0 


4.38 


4.36 


4.15 


4.20 


4.27 


4.35 


4.38 


4.15 


a 68 


a53 


49.5 


4.88 


4.61 


4.61 


4.38 


4.16 


4.15 


4.36 


4.18 


4.16 


4.05 


45.5 


3.46 


3.46 


3.46 


3.64 


3.62 


3.51 


3.46 


. a 42 


a 32 


a22 


44.2 


3.69 


3.60 


8.69 


3.69 


3.63 


3.57 


3.53 


a 46 


a 46 


a 46 


43.0 


3.69 


3.59 


3.67 


3.57 


3.66 


3.72 


.3.62 


a 79 


a 59 


a 67 


45.1 


3.23 


3.65 


3.87 


3.75 


3.62 


3.6J 


, 3.60 


a 53 


a63 


a 30 


40.9 


3.80 


3.72 


3.76 


3.86 


3.92 


3.9L 


3.82 


a 72 


a 62 


a27 


42.0 


3.31 


3.40 


3.32 


3.36 


3.38 


3.22 


an 


ail 


a96 


a83 


42.8 


3.02 


3.82 


8.80 


3.73 


3.64 


3.47 


3.23 


a 23 


a83 


a68 


44.0 


3.41 


3.41 


3.33 


3.30 


3.16 


.•{.13 


2.97 


2.88 


a 79 


i a79 


44.1 


8.62 


3.44 


3.57 


3.35 


3.21 


3.08 


2.87 


2.73 


a 48 


aso 


43.2 


3.81 


8.31 


3.24 


3.21 


3.21 


8.14 


3.00 


, 2.99 


a 81 


aoo 


41.0 


3.41 


3.25 


3.21 


8.21 


3.21 


3.19 


3.02 


2.93 


a73 


aso 


39.0 


3.00 


3.00 


3.00 


•3.00 


3.00 


3.00 


2.92 


2.90 


a86 


a 79 


88.0 


2.79 


2.64 


2.75 


2.93 


2.98 


2.75 


2.69 


2.61 


a 36 


a 19 


39.0 


2.50 


2.69 


2.66 


2.69 


2.67 


2.50 


2.59 


a60 


a 51 


ass 


89.5 


2.69 


2.60 


2,63 


2.63 


2.66 


2.40 


2.31 


2.22 


a 14 


ao5 


40.5 


3.31 


2.98 


2.83 


2.79 


2.72 


2.48 


2.48 


2.41 


a 33 


a23 


38.5 


3.10 


8.02 


2.89 


2.79 


2.78 


2.71 


2.63 


2.59 


a 57 


a 49 


39.2 


J. 96 


1.81 


1.87 


1.88 


1.75 


1.66 


1.58 


1.65 


1.52 


1.44 


89.5 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.n 


2.70 


2.69 


2.64 


a 56 


a 48 


40.5 


8.00 


8.17 


3.21 


8.21 


3.14 


2.89 


2.81 


a 79 


a 74 


aeo 


30.9 


2.69 


2.91 


2.75 


2.59 


2.62 


2.69 


2.77 


2.67 


a54 


a 46 


39.9 


2.79 


2.96 


8.00 


2.92 


2.75 


2.59 


2.59 


a 41 


a 24 


a 17 


4L0 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.76 


2.68 


2.60 


a59 


a 58 


a4o 


38.5 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.78 


2.58 


2.60 


2.55 


a63 


a 46 


aso 


da5 


8.00 


3.U0 


2 95 


2.87 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


a 75 


a67 


aoo 


37.1 
37.9 


2.79 


2.87 


2.84 


2.70 


2.40 


2.58 


2.54 


a 48 


a48 


1.86 


2.90 


2.90 


2.85 


2.82 


2.80 


2.66 


2.48 


a33 


a36 


a IB 


37.5 


2.59 


2.74 


2.89 


2.88 


2.59 


2.59 


2.59 


a 54 


a38 


a 81 


41.0 


8.10 


3.02 


3.00 


2.95 


2.82 


2.57 


2.41 


a38 


a 26 


au 


40.6 


3.10 


3.10 


8.10 


3.10 


3.10 


3.10 


3.10 


a 03 


aoo 


aoo 


40.3 


8.21 


3.21 


8.14 


3.06 


2.08 


2.90 


2.81 


a66 


aso 


a20 


40.0 


3.00 


8.00 


2.87 


2.79 


2.77 


2.69 


2.61 


a 52 


a44 


ass 


40.9 


2.90 


2.81 


2.86 


2.85 


2.79 


2.78 


2.70 


a 62 


a 53 


a4s 


40.0 


8.00 


3.00 , 


3.00 


2.96 


2.90 


2.90 


2.73 


a 68 


ass 


a43 


40.0 


8.21 


3.21 


3.21 


3.18 


2.98 


2.90 


2.86 


a73 


a 65 


aso 


40.5 


8.00 


8.00 


8.06 


3.10 


8.08 > 


8.00 


3.00 


a 88 


a 74 


ass 


41.1 


a 31 


3.21 


8.21 


3.16 


3.07 


2.99 


2.91 


a82 


a68 


as2 


41.2 


8.21 


8.21 


3.14 


3.05 


8.00 


3.00 


3.00 


a92 


a 78 


a62 


40.9 


8.81 


3.81 


3.25 


3.21 


8.18 


3.09 


a 01 


ass 


a 63 


a 42 


41.7 


8.62 


3.44 


8.41 


3.32 


8.17 


3.08 


aoo 


a92 


a82 


a7i 


45.0 


8.62 


8.48 


3.41 


8.84 


3.87 


8.36 


a23 


a 04 


aoo 


aoo 


4L6 


8.62 


3.54 


3.45 


3.41 


8.38 


8.31 


a 81 


a 14 


a 10 


a 01 


43.1 


3.72 


3.72 


3.65 


8.62 


8.57 


3.45 


a 27 


a 08 


a 01 


aos 


Meuu = 44.46 


8.488 


8.435 


8.434 


3.454 


3.405 


3.886 


a 246 


a 160 


a 041 


a 017 
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Felocities in feet per second at each Unih of depth, fo. — Continaed. 

STATION 10. 



Depth. 


Surface. 


.1 


.2 


.8 


1 

1 .4 

L 
a 47 


.5 

a 08 


.6 


.7 
4.97 


.8 


.9 


82.0 


5.08 


6.30 


6.70 


a 70 


a 63 


4.56 


4.00 


74.5 


4.61 


4.85 


4.85 


4.95 


4.75 


5.50 


4.61 


4.64 


4.41 


4.05 


77.2 


4.61 


4.61 


4.97 


5.08 


5.18 


a 15 


4.58 


a 14 


4.61 


4.41 


7a 


4.38 


4.75 


5.33 


&00 


5.50 


&35 


a 46 


4.69 


4.38 


aos 


«B.0 


4.88 


4.32 


4.80 


4.58 


4.44 


4.58 


4.25 


4.11 


ass 


a69 


70.5 


4.85 


4.85 


4.85 


4.85 


4.85 


4.72 


4.56 


4.40 


4.24 


4.08 


eo.5 


4.61 


4.95 


4.70 


5.16 


5.21 


ao9 


&15 


aoo 


4.84 


4.67 


68.9 


4.85 


4.70 


4.67 


4.83 


4.67 


4.61 


4.50 


4.50 


4.38 


4.22 


64.0 


4.88 


4.88 


4.38 


4.29 


4.28 


4.38 


4.31 


427 


4.24 


4.15 


63.0 


4.27 


4.27 


4.27 


4.27 


4.27 


4.28 


4.15 


4.15 


4.14 


4.00 


63w0 


4.15 


4.42 


4 21 


4.35 


4.16 


4.28 


4.15 


4.07 


a 92 


a 87 


61.5 


8.46 


4.13 


4.14 


4.49 


4.61 


4.47 


4.34 


4.27 


a 97 


a 65 


50.2 


8.02 


8.16 


4.15 


4.15 


4.15 


4.15 


4.15 


4.12 


a 98 


a 83 


61.7 


8.92 


3.89 


3.80 


a 88 


a92 


4.11 


a 92 


a 77 


a52 


a 20 


64.0 


3.83 


8.72 


8.78 


a 88 


a 72 


a 68 


a 55 


a 41 


a 39 


a 31 


65.5 


8.62 


3.62 


3.62 


a 62 


a 84 


a 84 


a63 


a 50 


a 31 


a 21 


62.2 


a62 


8.54 


3.57 


a 59 


a 62 


a 62 


a 57 


a 52 


a23 


aos 


62.5 


8.98 


3.67 


8.72 


a 78 


4.08 


a 82 


a66 


a53 


a 52 


a 41 


61.5 


8.62 


3.46 


8.62 


a 62 


a62 


a 41 


a 87 


a 31 


a23 


a 21 


58.8 


8.21 


3.21 


a 21 


a23 


ass 


a 41 


a33 


2.93 


a58 


a 48 


60.9 


8.00 


3.21 


3 21 


a 21 


a 20 


a 10 


aiu 


aoo 


aoo 


aoo 


58.0 


8.21 


3.21 


a 21 


a 21 


a 21 


a 21 


an 


aoo 


aoo 


a 91 


55.0 


3.21 


8.21 


a 21 


a 00 


8 00 


aoo 


2.79 


2.65 


a 59 


a 49 


56.0 


8.21 


8.21 


a 21 


a 17 


a 10 


a 10 


aos 


aoo 


aso 


a 79 


62.4 


2.00 


2.90 


2.85 


2.79 


a 79 


a77 


a69 


162 


a 59 


a54 


61.8 


8.21 


8.21 


a 21 


a 21 


an 


a 10 


a 10 


a 10 


a 01 


a 76 


54.0 


8.21 


3.21 


a 21 


a 18 


J. 10 


a 10 


2.96 


a 79 


a66 


a 51 


59.0 


8.21 


8.2L 


a 21 


a 21 


a 13 


a 10 


aoo 


aoo 


a 96 


ass 


66.0 


3.21 


8.21 


a 21 


a 17 


a 10 


a 10 


aos 


aoo 


aoo 


a 78 


5a5 


8.21 


9.21 


a 21 


a 21 


a 21 


a 12 


a 10 


aos 


aoo 


a95 


69.8 


a 21 


3.29 


a 21 


a 21 


a 12 


aoo 


2.98 


a86 


a 79 


a64 


56.0 


8.21 


3.21 


a2i 


a 17 


a 10 


a 04 


a85 


a 79 


a69 


a46 


69.8 


3.10 


8.10 


a 06 


a 00 


a 00 


aoo 


2.90 


a86 


a 79 


a64 


58.5 


8.00 


3.00 


a 00 


2.95 


aoo 


2.90 


a 79 


a 79 


a75 


a64 


58.8 


2.90 


2.92 


2.93 


2.79 


2.79 


a79 


a59 


a 61 


a65 


a58 


50.8 


8.21 


3.21 


a 21 


a 21 


a 21 


a 10 


ao2 


aoo 


ass 


a79 


56.0 


8.21 


3.21 


a 21 


a 21 


a 21 


a 16 


a 10 


a 10 


ao2 


aoo 


50.0 


8.21 


3.21 


a 21 


a 21 


a 10 


a 10 


2.79 


2.79 


a 59 


a48 


59.0 


8.21 


8.21 


a 21 


a 21 


a 13 


a 10 


aoo 


a 95 


a 79 


a 73 


62.5 


8.00 


8.01 


a 10 


ao9 


aoo 


2.98 


2.90 


a86 


a 79 


a 75 


69.2 


8.10 


8.10 


a 10 


a 10 


a 10 


a 01 


aoo 


a97 


a9o 


ass 


57.0 


8.31 


3.31 


a 31 


a 31 


a25 


a 21 


aos 


aoo 


a 89 


a 74 


69.0 


8.41 


3.41 


a 37 


a 81 


a 24 


a 21 


a 10 


ao7 


a 91 


a 73 


50.2 


3.41 


3.41 


a 41 


a 41 


a34 


a 31 


a 21 


a 18 


a 05 


aso 


55.0 


3.41 


3.41 


a 41 


a 41 


a 37 


a 31 


a 25 


a 21 


ao4 


a 79 


57.9 


8.52 


3.44 


a56 


a86 


a 31 


a 23 


a 21 


a 10 


a 07 


a87 


69.9 


8.62 


3.62 


a58 


a 46 


ass 


a 31 


a 21 


a 17 


a 10 


ao2 


69.1 


8.62 


3.64 


a65 


a 52 


a44 


a 41 


a 31 


a 28 


a 16 


ao4 


69.0 


8.72 


8.72 


a 72 


a 67 


a 62 


a62 


a 52 


a 49 


a 82 


a 14 


69l2 


3.83 


8.83 


a 79 


a 72 


a65 


a 62 


a62 


a 62 


a57 


a82 


Me«Da = 6L07 


3.622 


8.657 


a606 


a 719 


a 675 


a649 


a525 


a 448 


a 810 


ao79 
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STATION 12. 



Depth. 


Surface. 


.1 


.2 


.8 


.4 


.5 


6. 


.7 


.8 


.9 


86.2 


5.54 


6.07 


5.66 


6.04 


5.83 


5.23 


6.64 


5.28 


4.90 


4.78 


85.0 


4.85 


5.03 


5.02 


5.36 


6.00 


6.48 


6.25 


6.28 


4.78 


4.61 


7&0 


5.54 


5.18 


5.07 


4.00 


4.85 


4.85 


4.73 


4.63 


4.38 


4.23 


68.9 


4.27 


4.20 


4.18 


4.16 


- 4.21 


4.27 


4.35 


4.27 


4.15 


4.06 


68.4 


4.50 


4.52 


4.38 


4.25 


4.16 


4.15 


4.15 


4.10 


a 93 


aso 


68.2 


4.38 


4.38 


4.30 


4.38 


4.38 


4.38 


4.27 


4.21 


4.15 


4.01 


69.0 


4.15 


4.23 


4.15 


4.25 


4.27 


4.17 


4.12 


a 96 


a 80 


a 69 


6&4 


4.15 


4.16 


4.15 


4.38 


4.44 


4.40 


4.16 


4.02 


a 70 


a42 


68.2 


4.15 


•4.19 


4.27 


4.27 


4.22 


4.15 


4.13 


a 98 


a 92 


a77 


6&4 


4.04 


4.00 


3.92 


3.92 


a 92 


a 92 


a 87 


a 74 


a 69 


a 65 


71.3 


4.08 


3.83 


8.83 


3.83 


a 76 


a 62 


a 62 


a 52 


a 41 


a33 


69.0 


3.88 


3.83 


3.83 


3.83 


a 83 


a 79 


a 69 


a 62 


a 52 


ass 


64.ft 


3.72 


8.72 


3.72 


3.72 


a 72 


a 72 


a 72 


a 52 


a 35 


a 21 


60.0 


3.83 


3.83 


8.75 


3.72 


a 72 


a 63 


a 62 


a 55 


a 52 


a 41 


69.0 


3.83 


8.83 


3.75 


3.72 


a 67 


a 62 


aoo 


a 52 


a 41 


a 37 


67.4 


8.41 


3.41 


3.34 


3.31 


a 35 


a 34 


a 21 


a 16 


a 10 


aoo 


05.9 


3.41 


3. 68 


3.60 


3.57 


a 47 


a 50 


a 22 


2.97 


2.90 


a 81 


65.8 


8.41 


3.41 


3.35 


3.41 


a 41 


a 29 


a 21 


a 98 


a 84 


a 71 


65.8 


a 21 


3.35 


3.34 


3.41 


a 30 


a 03 


2. BO 


aeo 


a 64 


a69 


64.5 


3.52 


3.28 


8.27 


3.31 


a 29 


a 21 


a 21 


a JO ' 


a 07 


aoo 


66.1 


3.41 


8.31 


3.31 


3.31 


a 21 


a 15 


a 02 


aoo 


aoo 


a82 


60.4 


3.62 


3.62 


3.62 


8.62 


a 45 


a48 


a 41 


a 41 


a 41 


a32 


64.5 


8.41 


3.58 


8.36 


3.21 


a 21 


a 21 


a 05 


a99 


aoo 


a83 


66.9 


3 41 


3.45 


3.52 


3.41 


a 41 


a 34 


a 31 


a 27 


a 21 


a 10 


66.5 


3.41 


3.41 


8.41 


8.41 


a 31 


a 31 


a 31 


a 21 


a 21 


a 10 


66.0 


8.41 


3.34 


3.48 


8.41 


a 38 


a 26 


a 21 


2.05 


a 68 


a 49 


61.4 


3.41 


8.45 


3.21 


3.07 


aoo 


2.97 


2.75 


a69 


a 61 


aeo 


64.1 


3.41 


3.21 


8.27 


3.13 


2.97 


2.88 


2.93 


a 79 


a67 


a68 


62.1 


8.31 


3.41 


a 36 


3.21 


a 31 


a 19 


2.96 


a94 


2.80 


a«r7 


65.4 


8.81 


8.21 


3.27 


3.22 


a 21 


a 21 


a 21 


2.81 


a 95 


a84 


60.8 


8.21 


8.33 


8.37 


3.25 


a 21 


aoo 


a 27 


a 29 


a 79 


a 70 


59.5 


8.72 


3.50 


8.45 


3.46 


a 49 


a 34 


a 21 


a 17 


a 05 


aoo 


61.0 


3.52 


3.52 


3 52 


3.45 


a 41 


a 41 


a 38 


a 26 


a 05 


a 92 


63.6 


8.31 


3.34 


3.41 


3.25 


aoo 


2.97 


2.83 


2.79 


aoo 


a66 


66.0 


3.31 


3.81 


8.25 


3.21 


a 10 


aoo 


a 12 


aoo 


aoo 


a 85 


66.1 


3.41 


3.31 


3.25 


3.21 


a 21 


a 14 


a 10 


2.87 


a 73 


%m 


65.2 


3.31 


3.31 


3.31 


3.31 


a 21 


a 15 


a 10 


aoo 


a 91 


a56 


61.3 


3.41 


3.50 


3.87 


3.38 


a 41 


a 30 


a 25 


a 37 


a 32 


a78 


66.0 


a 62 


3.62 


3.42 


8.41 


a 28 


a 40 


a4'? 


a 14 


a84 


a7o 


67.1 


8.52 


3.55 


s..*^ 


8.52 


a 41 


3 34 


a 81 


a 28 


a 03 


a88 


66.9 


8.62 


3.62 


8 48 


8.52 


a 52 


3 52 


a 52 


a 30 


aoo 


a7» 


65.5 


8.72 


3.67 


3.75 


8.62 


a62 


a 57 


a 42 


a 50 


a 26 


a^ 


67.4 


4.03 


8.90 


8.83 


3.83 


a 79 


a 72 


a 64 


a 77 


a 43 


a2o 


67.5 


8.72 


8.87 


3.78 


3.72 


a 64 


a 57 


a43 


a 58 


a27 


a 10 


64.0 


3.83 


8.93 


3.09 


3.86 


a 62 


a 62 


a 62 


a 62 


a 57 


a 25 


6ai 


4.14 


8.93 


8.86 


8.88 


a 72 


a72 


a 78 


a 67 


a 42 


ai5 


Mmiis=66. 87 


3.767 


3.768 


3.727 


8.708 


a 675 


a6oo 


a544 


a447 


a 300 


aisi 
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FelooitieB in feet per second at each tenth of dtpthf ^c. — Continaed. 

STATION 14. 



Depth. 


Borfaoe. 


.1 


1 
.2 


.3 


.4 


.6 


1 

.6 


1 

: .7 


.8 


.9 




82.2 


&54 


6.23 


1 
6.77 


5.77 


6.23 


1 

' 5.95 


1 

6.67 


1 5.43 


6.27 


5w06 




7a6 


5.77 


6.04 


0.47 


6.82 


0.28 


6.84 


a 21 


4.85 


6il2 


5.04 




74.6 


5.54 


5.01 


5.77 


0.12 


6.23 


6.86 


&58 


a2o 


4.80 


4.67 




73.5 


6l31 


5.31 


&09 


5.25 


a 81 


! 5.77 


5.59 


1 a23 


4.92 


4.78 




09.0 


5.54 


1 6.72 


5.22 


4.38 


4.38 


1 4.16 


' 4.38 


; 4.23 


4.14 


a 19 




70.9 


5.54 


5.12 


5.03 


4.98 


5.00 


4.95 


1 4.78 


, 4.01 


4.38 


4.28 




71.2 


5.08 


5.20 


5.27 


5.02 


4.85 


5.00 


, 6.63 


5.53 


4.44 


4.84 




6&0 


5.08 


4.93 


4.92 


6.05 


4.85 


4.85 


4.04 


' 4.73 


4.40 


4.23 




00.3 


4.38 


4.27 


1 4.81 


4 52 


4.52 


4.38 


1 4.24 


1 4.16 


4.00 


a 82 




02.3 


4.15 


4.13 


4.10 


4.15 


' 4.15 


4.13 


' a 98 


, a 83 


a 70 


a54 




02.4 


4.38 


4.47 


4.27 


4.49 


i 4.38 


4.80 


4.27 


4.07 


1 a 92 


a78 




02.1 


4.38 


4.38 


4.38 


4 30 


4.27 


4.17 


4.22 


4.08 


4.04 


a 92 




58.7 


4.15 


, 4.15 


4.15 


4.15 


4.23 


4.87 


' 4.15 


. 4.15 


a 99 


a66 




50.3 


4.04 


4.18 


4.28 


4.15 


3.97 


4.14 


1 4.34 


4.01 


a 75 


ass 




58.5 


4.38 


! 4.19 


4.38 


4.38 


4.31 


427 


, 4.15 


4.11 


a 88 


a 74 




57.5 


4.15 


4.04 


4.04 


4.04 


3.07 


3.92 


* a 92 


1 a 91 


a 80 


a 78 




OLl 


' 4.24 


4.12 


3.99 


3.86 


3.83 


8.83 


j a 83 


a 77 


a 64 


a62 




01.9 


4.03 


3.80 


3.07 


3.03 


3.52 


3.41 


a 50 


a 48 


a23 


a 02 




01.0 


3.72 


3.72 


3.72 


3.05 


3.62 


3.71 


' a 02 


a 57 


a 48 


a 21 




01. 


3.83 


3.83 


3.74 


3.55 


3.52 


3.00 


a 48 


a 02 


a54 


a 41 




00.5 


4.03 


8.79 


3.58 


3.72 


3.65 


3.53 


a 69 


a 47 


a 27 


an 




59.4 


3.02 


3.58 


3.37 


3.37 


3.49 


3.42 


' a 30 


3 21 


a 10 


ao8 




57.9 


8.02 


3.59 


3.48 


3.52 


3.41 


3.41 


a 32 


a 19 , 


2 97 


a85 




57.0 


3.62 


8.38 


3.27 


3.33 


3 21 


3.28 


a 23 


aoo 1 


2.89 


a 76 




58.9 


8.31 


3.31 


3.31 


3.20 


3.21 


a 21 


a 10 


a 08 1 


aoo 


a«7 




58.4 


3.31 


3.3! 


3.31 


3 20 


3.21 


a 03 


aoo 


2.88 


2.79 


aoo 




5&0 


8.21 


3.21 


3.18 


3.10 


3.17 


ao4 


2.90 


2.78 


2.69 


a66 




00.2 


3.41 


3.39 


3.35 


3.41 


3.33 


a 21 


a 10 


aoo , 


aoo 


a92 




62.5 


3.21 


8.21 


8.31 


3.41 


8.21 


a 18 


a 10 


a 03 ! 


aoo 


a98 




61.1 


3.31 


3.81 


8.31 


a24 


3.21 


a 20 


a 10 


a 05 1 


aoo 


a9o 




61.2 


3.02 


3.50 


3.41 


8.34 


3.40 


a 40 


a3i 


a25 . 


a 21 


ao8 




61.0 


3.02 


3.50 


3.41 


3.41 


8.32 


a 31 


a 28 


a 21 


a 21 


a 10 




61.2 


3.31 


3.31 


3.27 


3.21 


3.21 


aoo 


aoo 


2.94 


2.81 


2,59 




61.1 


3.31 


8.29 


3.21 


3.21 


3.11 


a 10 


a 07 


aoo 


2.84 


a48 




60.8 


3.21 


3.21 


3.10 


8.10 


3.10 


2.99 


2.90 


2.84 


2.72 I 


aoo 




50.4 


3.10 


3.10 


3.10 


3.10 


3.10 


a 10 


aoo 


2.97 1 


2.85 1 


a7» 




60.0 


3.00 


3.00 


3.00 


3.00 


8.00 


2 90 


2.90 


2.85 


2.79 


aos 




60.2 


8.41 


3.25 


8.41 


3.41 


3.41 


a 31 


a 21 


a 10 


a 10 


ao2 




60.0 


3.31 


8.29 


3.17 i 


3.10 


3.19 


a 21 


2.98 


2.82 1 


2.03 


a43 




oao 


3.10 


3.10 


3.10 


3.02 


3.17 


a 21 


a95 


2.05 1 


2.53 


a40 




1K).1 


3.41 


8.31 


a 31 


3.25 


8.12 


a 10 


ao8 


aoo 


2.75 


a 51 




59.4 


3.31 


3 20 


8.17 


3.22 


3.31 


ao2 


290 


2.87 


2.08 


a 51 




55.2 


3.41 


3.51 


3.41 


3.41 


8.37 


a 26 


a 14 


a 10 


a 02 


aoo 




60.2 , 


8.41 • 


3.29 


3.25 


3.37 


3.33 


a 21 


2.95 


2.84 


a 71 


aoo 




61.2 


3.41 


3.31 


3.27 


3.21 


3.11 


an 


a 14 


2.96 


a87 


aso 




50.9 


3.41 


3.58 


3.46 


3.40 


8.60 


a 41 


an 


2.96 1 


aoo 


aoo 




60.0 


3.02 


3.52 


3.48 


3.48 


3.62 


a 02 


a 46 


a 17 . 


a 04 


aoo 




62.1 


8.02 


a62 


3.02 


3.65 


.8.52 


4.41 


a 41 


a34 


a 31 


a 10 




63.5 1 


3.02 


3.65 


3.07 


3.45 


8.42 


a 41 


a 21 


a 21 


a 10 


aoo 




62.9 


3.83 


8.70 


3.67 


aoo 


8.62 


a 49 


a 30 


a 21 


a 18 


aoo 




eL6 


8.83 


3.72 


8.80 


3.55 


8.01 


a 38 


a 20 


a 14 


a 10 


a 78 


Vm 


BS = 62.38 1 


8.917 


8.884 


8.840 


8.820 


3.820 


a 749 


a 656 


a 645 


a 405 


a25» 
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Velociiiefi in feet per second at each tenth of depth j ^o. — ContiDned. 



ST^TIOK le. 



Depth. 


Surfiice. 
6.81 


.1 
7.65 


.2 

7.84 


1 
.8 


.4 ' 
7.65 


.6 1 
6.93 


.6 
7.36 


7.72 


.8 

a78 


.0 


80.0 


&03 


a82 


80.8 


7.39 


7.04 ' 


6.06 


6.73 . 


6.75 


7.05 


7.16 


6.86 


a48 


6.23 


70.0 


6.93 


6.86 > 


6.93 


7.44 


6.93 


6.93 


6.58 


6.27 


a72 


aoo 


7&8 


7.89 


6.85 


7.05 


6.30 


6.28 


6.66 


6.84 


6.99 


&70 


a28 


77.9 


6.70 


7.06 


7.67 


7.77 


7.39 


7.20 


6.62 


6.26 


a4s 


a7o 


76.0 


6.47 


6.64 


6.70 


6.98 


6.93 


6.47 


6.81 


6.70 


ao8 


aoo 


78.2 


6.28 


6.23 


6.23 


6.23 


6.23 


6.32 


6.05 


6.60 


a66 


a27 


72.6 


6.00 


6.89 


6.10 


6.23 


6.62 


6.67 


5.63 


5.81 


an 


4.84 


70.7 


5.77 


5.65 


5.60 


6.62 


5.92 


5.74 


5.31 


6.11 


4.92 


4.67 


62.0 


5.08 


6.81 


6.81 


5.47 


6.54 


5.36 


4.61 


4.45 


4.88 


4.12 


88.0 


&08 


6.20 


5.02 


4.98 


5.31 


5.23 


4.95 


4.65 


4.85 


4.12 


67.0 


8.92 


8.92 


8.92 


8.87 


8.74 


a54 


3.28 


8.11 


187 


176 


68.0 


4.04 


4.37 


4.16 


4.13 


4.02 


8.88 


a 76 


8.60 


157 


146 


68.0 


4.88 


4.36 


4.23 


4.10 


8.95 


4.03 


a92 


8.77 


a64 


afi7 


66uO 


8.92 


8.92 


8.92 


8.06 


8.98 


8.02 


8.87 


8.69 


a 47 


140 


68.0 


8.92 


4.28 


4.02 


8.07 


8.98 


4.06 


4.08 


404 


a82 


aos 


67.0 


4.15 


8.89 


8.72 


8.75 


8.82 


3.84 


3.80 


3.67 


a58 


a 14 


66.7 


8.92 


8.92 


8.92 


8.02 


8.82 


8.69 


3.60 


8.69 


a 58 


a»7 


40.6 


4.08 


8.93 


3.83 


8.78 


8.72 


8.63 


8.63 


a 42 


a32 


181 


68.0 


8.88 


8 71 


a 61 


8.60 


8.44 


8.49 


8.41 


a37 


a26 


ai5 


48.0 


8.62 


8.62 


3.62 


8.58 


8.43 


8.38 


8.28 


a 21 


a 21 


a2i 


47.6 


8.62 


8.62 


8.53 


8.53 


8.62 


8.44 


8.41 


a 41 


a 41 


a27 


48.0 


8.41 


3.61 


3.62 


8.62 


8.62 


3.55 


8.46 


a 41 


a85 


a26 


49.6 


8.21 


8.00 


8.10 


8.00 


2.90 


2.90 


3.20 


a 01 


162 


121 


47.0 


8.00 


8.09 


8.20 


8.21 


8.06 


8.00 


8.00 


194 


190 


186 


47.4 


8.00 


8.89 


3.13 


8.02 


8.08 


8.03 


2.86 


192 


176 


148 


48.0 


8.00 


8.19 


8.12 


8.18 


3.07 


8.00 


8.11 


a 12 


106 


181 


47.0 


8.21 


8.80 


8.81 


8.23 


8.29 


8.09 


2.94 


184 


174 


164 


44.6 


8.41 


8.18 


3.02 


8.00 


2.94 


2.95 


8.00 


191 


167 


188 


6L1 


8.10 


8.10 


8.10 
2.80 


3.10 


8.09 


8.00 


8.00 


199 


188 


177 


48.6 


2.79 


2.99 


2.98 


2.82 


2.71 


2.61 


143 


180 


129 


49.0 


8.21 


8.10 


8.10 


2.91 


2.90 


2.80 


2.70 


170 


169 


161 


4a 5 


3.00 


2.09 


2.89 


2.80 


2.97 


2.82 


2.71 


169 


161 


159 


49.5 


8.10 


8.00 


8.00 


3.00 


8.00 


8.00 


8.00 


191 


161 


149 


47.2 


8.21 


8.11 


3.01 


2.92 


2.82 


2.72 


2.68 


159 


159 


13t 


4&0 


8.21 


8.21 


8.11 


2.83 


2.97 


8.00 


8.00 


aoo 


172 


182 


48.9 


8.00 


2.79 


2.90 


2.90 


2.90 


2.60 


2.52 


140 


188 


180 


47.4 


8.00 


8.00 


8.00 


8.00 


8.00 


8.00 


8.00 


aoo 


194 


184 


45.4 


2.79 


2.79 


2.88 


2.00 


2.96 


2.94 


2.94 


188 


166 


107 


44.9 


3.00 


8.00 


8.00 


3.00 


8.00 


2.95 


188 


181 


167 


147 


49.0 


8.00 


8 00 


8.00 


8.00 


8.00 


2.91 


2.90 


181 


162 


142 


4&1 


8.81 


3.21 


8.21 


8.02 


2.81 


2.71 


2.69 


162 


150 


162 


49.1 


8.10 


3.00 


2.90 


2.90 


2.80 


2.70 


2.60 


149 


189 


180 


46.6 


8.00 


8.01 


3.08 


2.93 


2.83 


2.79 


2.74 


165 


169 


161 


48.0 


8.10 


8.10 


8.01 


2.91 


2.00 


2.81 


2.79 


172 


162 


146 


44.6 


8.81 


8.81 


8.23 


8.14 


8.04 


2.96 


2.90 


190 


188 


179 


47.1 


8.21 


8.21 


8.21 


8.04 


8.08 


8.03 


2.94 


184 


168 


184 


4&1 


8.81 


8.40 


8.24 


8.13 


8.10 


8.10 


8.10 


a 02 


182 


166 


46.4 


8.41 


8.61 


8.85 


8.24 


8.14 


8.10 


8.06 


197 


187 


177 


48l6 


8.41 


8.41 


8.24 


8.29 


8.24 


8.21 


8.16 


a 06 


196 


186 


46i2 


8.41 


8.41 


8.50 


8.87 


8.81 


8.81 


3.27 


a 21 


a 19 


109 


46.6 


8.62 


a63 


8.60 


8.55 


8.89 


8.26 


8.26 


a27 


a 18 


106 


49.7 


8.62 


8.72 


8.41 


8.41 


8.41 


8.31 


8.21 


a 10 


aoo 


101 


48.1 


8.72 


8.72 


8.65 


8.68 


8.82 


8.21 


8.10 


aoo 


198 


176 


1I«UU:=58.66 


8.989 


4.002 


8.076 


8.941 


8.902 


8.818 


ans 


a 681 


1484 


1906 
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Velooiti€9 in feet per 8econd at each tenth of deplh^ ^c— Continaed 

STATION 18. 



Depth. 


Sarface. 
7.22 ! 


•1 1 
7.47 1 


•2 ! 
7.46 


.3 

i 
7.46 


.4 


.5 , 
7.62 


.6 
7.27 


.7 
- 
7 29 


.8 


.0 


67.0 


7.64 


1 1 

6.90 


7.42 


65.0 1 


6.93 


7.16 ' 


7.30 


7.49 ' 


6.90 


6.64 


6.48 


6.34 


6.14 


5.83 


67.5 1 


7.62 


7.17 


6.90 


7.23 , 


6.60 


6.50 


6 69 


6.62 


6.24 


5.8S 


64.0 1 


6.93 ^ 


6.93 


6.98 


6.93 


6.91 


6.70 


6 62 


6.47 


6.32 


6.28 


63.1 


7.04 ' 


6.70 


6.70 


6.70 


7.12 


6.31 


6.06 


6.33 


6.08 


6.65 


60.5 


5.77 ; 


5.77 


5.68 


5.54 


5.54 


5.54 


5.48 


5.18 


4.93 


6.25 


61.0 


5.77 1 


5.54 


5.64 


5.62 


5.33 


4.84 


4.73 


4.80 


4.67 


4.38 


58.1 


5.77 ■ 


5.10 


5.16 


4.85 


5.15 


5.31 


4.86 


4.82 


4.64 


4.88 


56.0 


5.31 ' 


5.05 


4.85 , 


4.76 i 


4.73 


4.77 


4.64 


4.81 


4.35 


4.14 


52.0 


4.85 


4.95 


4.58 


4.40 , 


4.47 


4.33 


4.20 


4.25 


3.84 


3.65 


49.2 


4 96 


5.08 1 


5.31 


5.20 ! 


5.30 


5.70 


4.97 


4.86 


4.64 


4.62 


45.5 


5.19 


5.08 


5.08 


4.91 


5.14 


6.18 


4.98 


4.76 


4.58 


4.48 


44.0 


4.61 


4.61 


4.43 


4.38 


4. •- 6 


4.23 


4.32 


4.15 


4.14 


3.94 


40.0 


3.60 


3.69 


3.96 


3.95 


3.78 


4.15 


3.79 


3.68 


3.61 


8.42 


40.9 


3.57 


3.31 


8.08 


2.99 


3.00 


3.22 


3.02 


2.92 


2.82 


2.72 


89.9 


3.92 


4.01 


3.83 


3.73 


3.82 


3.69 


3.87 


3.79 


3.60 


3.89 


4La 


8.93 


3.92 


3.92 


3.87 


3.83 


3.89 


3.71 


3.62 


3.39 


3.27 


40.6 


3.69 


3.88 


3.85 


3.85 


3.86 


3.66 


3.29 


3.23 


3.11 


2.92 


40.4 


8.92 


3.82 


8.80 


3.74 


3.69 


3.70 


3.98 


&60 


3.80 


3.21 


&9.6 


3.09 


3.69 


3.69 


3.64 


3.56 


3.46 


3.37 


3.34 


3.22 


2.96 


40.0 


8.46 


3.46 


3.46 


3.41 


3.34 


3.34 


3.06 


2.99 


2.90 


2.71 


42.9 


3.62 


3.44 


8.33 


3.37 


3.41 


8.29 


2.97 


2.79 


2.70 


2.62 


44.0 


8.41 


3.32 


3.31 


3.25 


3.10 


2.92 


2.79 


2.76 


2.58 


2.40 


43.0 


3.41 


3.41 


3.34 


8.31 


3.27 


3.15 


3.00 


3.00 


2.91 


2.88 


89.0 


3.21 


3.21 


3.21 


3.17 


3.08 


3.00 


2.76 


2.69 


2.65 


2.57 


40.8 


8.00 


3.00 


2.94 


2.85 


2.76 


2.70 


2.78 


2.65 


2.53 


2.44 


39.5 


3.21 


3.05 


3.00 


2 92 


2.74 


2.50 


2.48 


2.32 


2.22 


2.06 


. 36.1 


2 90 


2.90 


2.85 


2.79 


2.79 


2.54 


2.38 


2.38 


2.38 


2.21 


37.9 


2.59 


2.59 


2 59 


2.59 


2.59 


2.59 


2.69 


2.46 


2.18 


2.34 


87.6 


3.21 


3.05 


2.90 


2.79 


2.79 


2.64 


2.54 


2.48 


2.48 


2.41 


36.5 


2.90 


2.90 


2.85 


2.79 


2.79 


2.72 


2.65 


2.58 


2.50 


2.48 


34.0 


3.10 


3.03 


2.89 


2.69 


2.69 


2.65 


2.67 


2.43 


2.34 


2.27 


31.2 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.72 


2.59 


2.50 


33.0 


2.59 


2.72 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.70 


2.49 


2.55 


2.41 


2.00 


37.0 


• 2.79 


2.95 


2.90 


2.79 


2.79 


2.72 


2.65 


2.50 


2.59 


2.41 


3a5 


2.09 


2.93 


2.95 


S.80 


2.58 


2.50 


2.42 


2.38 


2.36 


2.29 


35.1 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.74 


2.67 


2.60 


2.59 


2.50 


85.9 


3.00 


3.00 


2.91 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.73 


2 59 


2.59 


2.49 


34.5 


2.79 


2.05 


2.50 


2.40 


2.62 


2.55 


2.38 


2.38 


2.22 


2.01 


34.5 


2.59 


2.59 


2.55 


2.47 


2.40 


2.38 


2.37 


2.30 


2.22 


2.15 


32.1 


3.00 


2.73 


2.59 


2.59 


2.53 


2.46 


2.40 


2.38 


2.37 


2.31 


34.0 


2.60 


2.69 


2.65 


2.59 


2.59 


2.55 


2.47 


2.40 


2.34 


2.27 


84.0 


2.90 


2.83 


2.79 


2.78 


2.65 


2.55 


2.46 


2.33 


2.14 


1.92 


83.0 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.66 


2.53 


2.39 


2.32 


2.25 


3.18 


32.0 


3.00 


3.00 


3.00 


3.00 


2. 88 


2.75 


2.62 


2.64 


2.47 


2.86 


35.0 


2.90 


2.90 


2.82 


2.68 


2.61 


2.54 


2.46 


2.39 


2.25 


2,11 


33.1 


3.21 


3.07 


3 00 


8.00 


3.00 


2.90 


2.70 


2.63 


2.53 


2.39 


82.1 


3.10 


3.04 


2.94 


2.81 


2.79 


2.75 


2.62 


2.64 


2 45 


2.28 


33.2 


8.21 


8.21 


3.14 


3.00 


2.86 


2.79 


2.79 


2.73 


2.66 


2.60 


34.5 


8.81 


3.23 


3.13 


2.98 


2.84 


2.71 


2.66 


2.50 


2.33 


2.10 


33.8 


3.00 


3.00 


3.00 


3.00 


2.85 


2.71 


2 58 


2.51 


2.40 


2.26 


38.0 


3.31 


3.38 


3.38 


3.23 


.3.21 


3.12 


2.91 


2.71 


2.66 


2.49 


84.1 


3.41 


3.34 


3.27 


3.20 


3.06 


2.91 


2.78 


2.71 


2.05 


2 58 


33.2 


3.41 


8.41 


3.38 


3.31 


3.24 


8.17 


8.10 


8.04 


2.03 


2.79 


345 


8.52 


3.44 


3.37 


3.30 


3.15 


3.10 


8.07 


2.93 


2.84 


2.77 


36.0 


3.62 


3.55 


3.48 


3.39 


3.04 


3.11 


2 98 


2.91 


2.88 


2.74 


34.0 


8.62 


3.46 


3.41 


8.39 


3.27 


1 3.08 

1 


2.87 


2.66 


2.59 


2.60 


Mmiib=4L36 


8.832 


3.786 


3.739 


3.689 


3.628 


3.540 


3.424 


a 345 


' 8.210 


3.081 
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Velocities in feet per Moond at each tenth of depth, ^. — Continaed. 

STATION 20. 



Depth. 


1 Stirfkcd. 


•1 
6l44 


.2 


.3 
7.20 


.4 

6l91 


.5 


.6 

&97 


.7 
6.40 


.8 

t 


1 

.9 

1 


58.9 


5.89 


; 6.95 


6.92 


• &67 


5.69 


52.0 


1 6.29 


' 6.47 


: 6.54 


6.79 


7.07 


7.20 


7.27 


. 6.99 


, 6l70 


6lS6 


58.0 


6.35 


i 6.58 


6.63 


7.00 


; 7.22 


7.03 


6.88 


. 6.77 


1 6.64 


6.58 


52.8 


6.47 


. 6l58 


' 6.65 


' 6.75 


6.47 


6.41 


6.37 


6.54 


1 6.42 


6.29 


68.0 


1 6.47 


&47 


6.47 


6.44 


. 6.22 


6.07 


&19 


6.03 


5.77 


5.77 


54.5 


6.47 


&23 


, 6.21 


&11 


6.02 


&97 


6.07 


6.23 


, 6L04 


5.81 


40.5 


6.47 


6.47 


, 6.24 


6.23 


6.45 


6.24 


6.45 


6.25 


6.23 


6.02 


48.5 


5.77 


6.23 


6.02 


6.64 


6.30 


6.63 


6.33 


6.23 


&05 


5.88 


45.0 


5.08 


5.50 


5.36 


5.39 


5.63 


5.31 


4.85 


' 4.85 


4.85 


4.85 


45.0 


5.31 


5.20 


4.92 


5.09 


5.83 


5.13 


6l03 


• 5.23 


&00 


4.56 


45.0 


; 4.85 


, 4.95 


4.88 


1 4.58 


4.52 


4.61 


; i.61 


4.54 


4.34 


4.13 


86.0 


1 4.85 


4.85 


4.75 


. 4.56 


. 4.42 


4.25 


; 4.07 


3.90 


1 3.74 


8.58 


88.0 


4.88 


4.38 


4.27 


4.17 


! 4.25 


4.20 


4.15 


4 14 


! 8.97 


j 3.93 


88.9 


4.38 


4.56 


4.61 


4.50 


4.26 


4.17 


4.08 


4.04 


i 4.01 


! 8.98 


85.1 


j 4.61 


4.61 


4.57 


i 4.49 


4.40 


4.32 


4.22 


' 4.06 


: 4^11 


4.11 


29.0 


3.46 


3.46 


' 3.42 


( 8.80 


3.18 


a 12 


1 3.05 


2.97 


: 2.84 


aL72 


28.0 


8.92 


3 85 


1 3.7C 


i 3.57 


8.43 


3.86 


3.38 


B.45 


3.08 


2.96 


29.0 


8.46 


> 3.60 


: 3.69 


8.69 


8.61 


3.48 


' 8.46 


8.46 


3.46 


8.40 


2ao 


a80 


t 3.74 


; 8.69 


, 3.69 


3.66 


3.50 


• 3.53 


, 3.47 


3.29 


8.10 


28.2 


1 3.68 


3.60 


3.69 


8.69 


8.67 


8 55 


3.44 


; 8.38 


3.26 


8.08 


28.2 


' 8.84 


8.84 


3.34 


: 3.28 


8.18 


2.94 


■ 2.76 


1 2.69 


2.63 


2.6e 


28.5 


8,52 


8.38 


3.29 


{ 8.23 


3.15 


, 3.03 


' 2. 83 


I 2.60 


2.85 


2.10 


2&0 


8.31 


. 8.31 


a28 


8.17 


3.05 


S 2.94 


2.86 


) 2.80 


2,74 


2.69 


26.0 


3.00 


8.00 


1 2.99 


2.88 


2.78 


; 2.73 


2.68 


2.63 


1 2.56 


2.47 


24.3 


3.21 


1 3 11 


3.01 


, 2.90 


2 80 


1 2.79 


2.79 


2.71 


' 2.60 


2.49 


28.9 


2.59 


2.59 


2.59 


2.60 


2.40 


i 2.34 


, 2.29 


2.17 


, 2.02 


1.86 


23.8 


1'.59 


2.68 


2.50 


1 2.50 


2.59 


2.51 


2.41 


2.81 


2.21 


2.11 


24.0 


2.48 


2.43 


i 238 


2.42 


2.41 


2.44 


2.39 


2.38 


2.88 


2.30 


23.1 


2.60 


. 2 54 


2.49 


2.44 


2.40 


2.38 


2.38 


2.36 


; 2.31 


2.2» 


28.0 


2.60 


2.59 


2.50 


2.44 


2.40 


2.32 


2.22 


2.15 


' 2.10 


2.06 


21.0 


2.38 


2.88 


2.38 


2.83 


2.24 


: 2.15 


2.06 


1.97 


1.84 


L70 


20.5 


2.59 


2..'>9 


2.59 


2.59 


2.59 


. 2.57 


2.45 


2.32 


2.23 


2.15 


22.0 


2.79 


2.70 


; 2.61 


2.55 


2.51 


2.46 


2.42 


2.36 


2.27 


2.16 


23.1 


2.S9 


2.64 


2.68 


2.57 


2.43 


2.28 


2.13 


2.04 


1.99 


1.94 


22.8 


2.88 


2.43 


2.47 


2.44 


2.40 


1 2.26 


2.07 * 


1.92 


1.83 


1.74 


21.0 


2.5» 


2.50 


2.41 


2.31 


2.22 


i 2.17 


. 2.17 


2.16 


2.12 


2.06 


22.5 


' 2.38 


2.33 


2.29 


2.21 . 


2.11 


2.04 


1.99 


1.89 


1.71 


1.53 


24.5 


2.48 


2.53 


2.60 


2.49 


2.39 


2.20 


2.18 


2.17 


2.17 . 


2.08 


22.9 


2.28 


2.37 


2.46 


2.44 


2.40 


2.26 


2.07 


1.90 


1.75 ' 


L61 


20.4 


2.38 


2.38 


2.38 


2.33 1 


2.25 


2.16 


2.08 


1.99 


L82 1 


1.85 


20.6 


2.38 


2.38 


2.38 


2.33 , 


2.24 


2.17 


2.17 


2.17 


2.12 ' 


2.05 


19.9 


2.59 


2.55 


2.50 


2.40 


2.24 


2.07 


1.95 . 


1.83 


1.71 1 


L60 


20.0 


2.59 


2.50 


2.59 


2.55 


2.46 


2.38 


, 2.21 ; 


2.04 


1.89 ; 


1.76 


20.2 


2.48 


2.48 


2.48 


2 46 


2.42 


2.38 


2.34 


2.30 


2.24 


2.16 


20.5 


2.48 


2.44 


2.40 


2.3:} 


2.25 


2.16 


2.12 1 


2.08 


1.08 ' 


L67 


19.2 


2.50 


2.59 


2.59 


2.56 : 


2.48 


2.40 


2.35 1 


2.31 


2.27 


2.2S 


20.8 


2.48 


2.48 


2.48 


2.46 i 


2.41 


2.36 


2.23 


2.10 


1.08 • 


L92 


19.8 


2.69 


2.65 1 


2.61 > 


2.57 . 


2.53 


2.50 


2.44 . 


2.40 


2.35 , 


2.29 


22.5 


2.79 


2.70 


2.61 


2.55 , 


2.50 


2.43 


2 34 


2.25 


2.15 


2.oe 


21.1 


8.00 


2.91 


2.82 1 


2.76 , 


2.72 


2.66 


2.53 , 


2.39 


2.34 


2.30 


20.1 


3.00 , 


2.92 


2.83 { 


2.77 


2.73 


2.67 


2.60 , 


2.52 : 


2.45 i 


2.40 


20.8 


8.00 ' 


2.01 


2.83 


2.77 


2.72 


2.67 


2.59 


2.50 


2.43 1 


2.86 


20.3 


8.31 i 


3.35 


8.39 1 


3.37 


3.29 


3.20 


3.03 ' 


2.86 


2.71 


2.57 


22.6 


3.52 1 


8.43 


3.33 > 


8.27 


3.23 


8.18 


3.19 


2.87 


2.79 


2.71 


21.5 


3.62 1 


3 57 


3.53 


3.48 


3.44 


3.35 


3.21 ; 


3.10 


3.02 


2.98 


22.0 


3.41 1 


3.37 


3.32 


3 28 , 


3.23 . 

1 


3.15 


3.01 ; 


2.88 


2.74 

1 


2.60 


Keans=29. 83 


3.608 ; 

1 


3.623 1 

1 


3.595 


3.669 . 


3.511 


3.435 \ 


8.356 ' 

1 


3.268 


3.149 


3.034 
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Voloeities in feet per second at each, tenth of dt^th, <fc. — Contiuued. 

STATION 22. 



Depth. 


Surface. 


.1 
5.88 


.2 


.3 
6.65 


.4 

6.78 


.5 
6.57 


.6 


.7 


.8 


.9 


44.0 


5.42 


6.08 


6.39 


6.16 


6.05 


5.91 


4&.0 


6.23 


6.19 


&11 


&03 


5.93 


5.89 


5.89 


5.92 


5.88 


ft. 57 


45.5 


6.12 


5.92 


6.07 


6.55 


' 6.99 


7.03 


6.83 


6.61 


6.41 


6.20 


45.5 


6.00 


6.52 


6.68 


6.88 


6.93 


6.67 


6.36 


6.14 


5.94 


6.70 


43.8 


6.00 


6.29 


6.26 


6.32 


6.17 


6.00 


5.93 


5.79 


5.89 


5.0O 


45.5 


6.00 


6.32 


6.16 


6.21 


6.27 


5.89 


5.92 


5.88 


5.68 


4.42 


4&0 


6.23 


6.13 


5.03 


5.71 


5.88 


6.00 


5.93 


5.87. 


5.72 


5.61 


42.5 


6.23 


6.23 


6.23 


6.30 


6.35 


6.38 


6.47 


6.47 


6.44 


6.17 


42.5 


5.77 


6.06 


6.04 


5.87 


5.77 


5.72 


5.63 


6.20 


5.86 


5.Tr 


42.5 


5.77 


5.77 


5.25 


5.60 


6.28 


6.72 


6.69 


5.93 


5.79 


5.77 


42.0 


5.54 


5.92 


5.83 


5.65 


5.46 


5.28 


5.18 


4.68 


4.28 


4.40 


40.0 


4.38 


5.11 


5.17 


5.08 


4.91 


4.15 


4.33 


4.38 


4.58 


4.90 


38.1 


5.08 


5.61 


5.53 


5.23 


5.07 


4.90 


4.72 


4.53 


4.35 


4.17 


35.8 


4.85 


4.85 


4.65 


4.38 


4.88 


4.32 


4.45 


4.85 


4.17 


3.60 


35.8 


4.38 


4.46 


4.54 


4.43 


4.20' 


4.28 


4.24 


8.92 


3.83 


3.75 


80.0 


4.61 


4.47 


4.38 


4.38 


4 07 


3.69 


8.55 


3.43 


3.37 


aso 


29.9 


4.61 


4.61 


4.55 


4.43 


4.33 


4.27 


4 33 


4.34 


4.20 


4.06 


30.0 


4.15 


4.22 


4.27 


4.27 


4.18 


4.04 


3.97 


8.90 


3.80 


3.75 


29.5 


4.27 


4.33 


4.38 


4.88 


4.30 


4.16 


4.03 


3.90 


8.83 


3.70 


29.0 


4.38 


4.64 


4.78 


4.51 


4.30 


4.17 


3.90 


3.78 


3.56 


8.40 


21.0 


2.99 


3.00 


3.19 


3.17 


8.07 


2.97 


2.87 


2.77 


2.66 


2.55 


21.0 


3.69 


3.69 


3.69 


3.60 


8.45 


3.30 


8.16 


3.01 


2.85 


2.60 


21.5 


I 3.46 


8.36 


8.26 


3.23 


3.23 


3.19 


3.09 


2.99 


2.82 


2.60 


20.8 


3.69 


3.59 


3.50 


3.43 


3.38 


3.31 


3.17 


3.02 


2.63 


2.70 


21.1 


3.34 


3.29 


3.25 


3.20 


3.15 


3.08 


2.99 


2,89 


2.80 


2.72- 


20.1 


3.23 


3.27 


3.32 


3.29 


3.20 


3.11 


3.06 


3.01 


2.87 


2.40 


20.0 


2.88 


2.88 


2.88 


2.86 


2.81 


2.76 


2.72 


2.67 


2.61 


2.58. 


19.5 


3.23 


3.14 


3.04 


2.90 


2.09 


2.99 


2.91 


2.82 


2.74 


2.07 


10.0 


2.88 


2.83 


2.79 


2.76 


2.76 


2.76 


2.70 


2.61 


2.51 


2.28> 


23.5 


3.62 


3.52 


3.42 


3.33 


3.23 


3.10 


2.96 


2.81 


2.66 


2.52 


22.2 


3.21 


3.21 


3.21 


a 21 


3.21 


3.09 


2.86 


2,65 


2.40 


2.17 


20.9 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.79 


2.78 


2.74 


2.70 


2.63 


2.50 


17.2 


2.90 


2.90 


2.90 


2.79 


2.75 


2.72 


2.67 


2.56 


2.46 


2.85 


18.1 


3.21 


3.05 


2.92 


2 76 


2.65 


2.54 


2.42 


.2.30 


2.19 


2.10 


17.0 


2.38 


2.31 


2.24 


2.17 


2.09 


2.02 


1.9« 


1.80 


L66 


L58 


16.2 


2.17 


2.17 


2.17 


2.17 


2.05 


1.92 


1.78 


1.62 


1.45 


L28 


15.0 


1.96 


2.06 


2.15 


2.25 


2.26 


2.-23 


2.10 


2.12 


1.96 


1.89 


15.2 


1.96 


2.06 


2.U9 


2.15 


2.10 


2.01 


1.91 


1.83 


1.75 


L68 


14.5 


1.86 


1.86 


1.86 


1.86 


1.84 


1.81 


1.79 


1.75 


1.67 


1.59 


16.9 


1.96 


1.96 


> 1.96 


1.96 


1.89 


1.82 


1.75 


1.66 


1.57 


1.49 


15.5 


2.07 


2.10 


2.13 


2.16 


2.12 


2.05 


1.99 


1.93 


1.88 


1.88 


16.0 


2.38 


2.31 


2.25 


2.18 


2.06 


1.92 


1.79 


1.59 


1.37 


1.14 


17.4 


2.17 


2.17 


2.17 


2.16 


2.05 


1.94 


1.85 


1.82 


1.78 


1.75 


17.1 


2.17 


2.21 


2.25 


2.27 


2.16 


2.05 


1.95 


1.92 


1.91 


1.85 


15.9 


2.17 


2.17 


2.17 


2.17 


2.14 


2.11 


2.08 


2.01 


L92 


1.72 


16.5 


L96 


1.96 


1.96 


1.96 


1.93 


1.89 


1.86 


1.75 


1.64 


1.52 


15.5 


2.17 


2.17 


2.17 


2.17 


2.15 


2.11 


2.08 


L98- 


1.84 


1.60 


17.1 


2.07 


2.03 


1.09 


1.95 


1.89 


1.82 


1.74 


1.59 


1.45 


1.31 


15.1 


1.96 


1.96 


1.06 


1.96 


1.92 


1.86 


1.80 


1.70 


1.54 


1.3& 


14.8 


1.86 


1.89 


1.92 


1.9.> 


1.92 


1.86 


1.80 


1.74 


1.66 


1.58 


15.1 


1.76 


1.76 


1.76 


1.76 


1.68 


1.55 


1.42 


1.30 


1.18 


1.10 


1&3 


1.96 


1.96 


1.96 


1.96 


1.94 


1.91 


1.88 


1.82 


1.75 


1.65 


15.5 


2.28 


2.25 


2.21 


2.18 


2.15 


2.11 


2.08 


2.04 


1.98 


1.92 


15.2 


2.38 


2.32 


2.25 


2.19 


2.12 


2.06 


2.00 


1.94 


1.89 


1.80 


15.0 


1.76 


1.79 


1.82 


1.85 


1.84 


1.81 


1.78 


L74 


1.69 


1.68 


15.2 


1.86 


1.83 


1.80 


1.77 


1.74 


1.70 


1.67 


1.63 


1.58 


1.63 


16.1 


2.17 


2.14 


2.11 


2.07 


2.04 


2.00 


1.97 


1.87 


1.77 


1.66 


16.1 


2,07 


2.03 


2.00 


1.96 


1.93 


1.90 


1.H7 


1.86 


1.86 


1.70 


16.2 


2.38 


2.38 


2.38 


2.38 


2.25 


2.12 


1.98 


1.86 


1.76 


1.65 


l&l 


2.38 


2.39 


2.38 


2.38 


2.35 


2.32 


2.29 


2.21 


2.13 


2.04- 


15l8 


2.50 


2.56 


2.52 


2.49 


2.43 


2.36 


2.30 


2.25 


2.21 


2.10 


16.4 


2.69 


2.62 


2.55 


2.48 


2.45 


2.42 


2.38 


2.80 


2.25 


2.13 


1&8 


2.90 


2.83 


2.76 


2.69 


2.66 


2.62 


2.59 


2.52 


2.45 


2.87 


17.0 


2.90 


2.86 


2.83 


2.79 


2.75 


2,72 


2.68 


2.61 


2.54 


2.47 


18.8 


2.69 


2.65 


2.61 


2.58 


2.53 


2.49 


2.45 


2.42 


2.38 


2.84 


l[«an«= 24.08 


3.372 


3.414 


8.301 


3.374 


3.333 


3.251 


8.181 


3.087 


2.937 


2.886 






• 
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VelociHes in feet per second at each tenth of depth , fc, — Continued . 

STATION 24. 



Depth. 


: Sarface. 
4.79 


.1 


1 

: .2 


.8 


.4 


.5 


.6 


1 

.7 


.8 


.9 


37.2 


5.00 


5.30 


1 

5.80 


5.03 


1 

> 5.85 


5.45 


5w29 


4.82 


8.59 


30. e 


5.60 


5.67 


6.77 


5.93 


5.96 


1 5.95 


5.91 


5.83 


5.68 


5.54 


87.6 


5.66 


5.57 


5.61 


1 5.67 


5.72 


5.76 


5.77 


5.68 


5.42 


5.00 


36.5 


5.31 


5.38 


5.42 


5.47 


5.63 


5.66 


5.62 


5.53 


5.43 


5.35 


87.0 


5.31 


5.55 


5.61 


5.50 


5.72 


5.75 


5.57 


5.35 


6.57 


5.11 


37.8 


5.72 


5.67 


6.71 


5.81 


5.88 


6.63 


5.45 


5.17 


4.72 


4.45 


87.0 


5.36 


5 40 


5.28 


5.16 


5.19 


5.19 


5.14 


5.06 


4.97 


4.88 


35.8 


6.00 


6.00 


5.82 


5.55 


5.64 


5.72 


5.72 


5.56 


5.40 


5.20 


80.0 


5.31 


5.47 


5.54 


5.61 


5.82 


5u79 


5.70 


5.54 


5.36 


5.06 


87.0 


4.96 


4.96 


5.12 


5.19 


4.87 


4.53 


4.27 


4.12 


3.93 


8.93 


3L5 


4.15 


4.57 


4.67 


4.23 


4.40 


4.51 


4.07 


4.02 


4.16 


3.70 


80.0 


4.85 


4.85 


4.85 


4.85 


4.74 


4.61 


4.47 


4.28 


4.02 


3.78 


28.4 


4.61 


4.47 


4.38 


4.38 


4.84 


4.28 


4.12 


3.93 


3.66 


8.40 


22.U 


4.38 


4.33 


4.2^ 


4.23 


4.18 


4.13 


4.08 


4.03 


3.98 


3.02 


22.9 


4.27 


4.32 


4.37 


4.38 


4.38 


4.28 


4.18 


4.02 


3.96 


3.91 


22.0 


4.04 


4.04 


4.04 


4.01 


3.95 


a88 


3.84 


3.77 


3.63 


3.47 


20.0 


3.46 


3.46 


3.46 


3.44 


8.38 


8.34 


3.25 


3.15 


3.03 


2.88 


13.8 


2.30 


2.30 


2.30 


2.30 


2.30 


2.30 


2.30 


2.80 


2.30 


2.00 


14.0 


2.30 


2.3e 


2.80 


2.30 


2.26 


2.16 


2.06 


1.96 


1.88 


1.80 


14.8 


2.53 


2.53 


2.53 


2.53 


2.49 


2.42 


2.35 


2.28 


2.19 


2.10 


14.5 


2.30 


2.30 


2.30 


2.80 


2.34 


2.40 


2U7 


2.50 


2.16 


1.83 


14.0 


2.80 


2.30 


2.30 


2.30 


2.27 


2.21 


2.14 


2.08 


1.93 


L77 


18.1 


2.18 


2.18 


2.18 


2.16 


2.17 


2.15 


2.12 


2.19 


2.06 


2.08 


12.2 


2.07 


2.10 


2.12 


2.15 


2.18 


2.13 


2.07 


2.12 


L96 


LOO 


12.2 


2.18 


2.15 


2.13 


2.10 


2.07 , 


2.04 


2.01 


1.99 


1.96 


1.93 


12.2 


2 53 


2.50 


2.47 


2.44 


2.42 


2.33 


2.20 


2.09 


1.97 


1.80 


14.0 


2.50 


2.50 


2.59 


2.69 


2.49 


2.34 


2.18 


2.02 


1.87 


1.71 


14.6 


2.38 


2.38 


2.38 


2.38 


2.33 


2.24 


2.15 


2.06 


1.98 


1.90 


18.5 


1.96 


1.96 


L96 


L96 


1.94 


1.85 


1.77 


1.68 


1.60 


1.59 


12.1 


1.86 


1.84 


1.81 


1.79 


1.76 


L74 


1.71 


1.68 


1.66 


1.68 


10.2 


1.76 


1.72 


1.67 


1.63 


L59 


1.55 


1.51 


1.48 


L44 


L41 


9.5 


1.14 


1.14 


1.14 


1.14 


1.14 


1.14 


1.14 


1.14 


L04 


a»4 


8.9 


1.24 


1.19 


1.15 


1.10 


1.05 


1.03 


1.03 


L03 


1.00 


0.90 


8.4 


1.55 


1.51 


1.47 


1.41 


1.38 


1.32 


1.24 


1.15 


1.07 


0.96 


9.0 


1.76 


1.67 


1.57 


1.48 


1.38 


1.31 


1.25 


1.25 


L13 


1.06 


9.8 


1.34 


1.29 


1.25 


1.20 


1.15 


1.10 


1.05 


0.06 


0.89 


, 0.79 


8.0 


1.34 


1.30 


1.26 


1.22 


1.18 


1.14 


LIO 


1.05 


1.01 


0.96 


10.1 


1.45 


1 1.41 


1.37 


1.32 


1.28 


1.24 


1.19 


1.14 


1.00 


L04 


10.1 


1.45 


, 1.43 


1.41 


1.38 


1.36 


1.34 


1.29 


1.24 


1.19 


L14 


10.2 


1.34 


1.30 


L26 


1.22 


1.18 


1.15 


1.20 


1.21 


1.18 


1.13 


10.1 


1.34 


1.32 


1.30 


1.28 


1.26 


1.24 


1.19 


1.14 


1.09 


L04 


10.1 


1.34 


1.34 


1.34 


1.34 


1.34 


1.34 


1.29 


1.24 


L19 


1.14 


10. 


1.34 


1.32 


1.30 


1.28 


1.26 


1.24 


1.19 


1.14 


1.09 


0.09 


9.5 


1.34 


1.32 


1.29 


1.27 


1.25 


1.16 


1.06 


0.96 


0.83 


0.67 


9.0 


1.34 


1.20 


L25 


1.20 


1.16 


1.11 


1.07 


0.91 


0.87 


0.8a 


9.0 


L24 


1.20 


1.16 


1.13 


1.09 


1.05 


1.01 


0.96 


0.92 


0.97 


8.6 


1.24 


1.20 


1.17 


1.13 


1.20 


1.06 


1.01 


0.84 


0.67 


ass 


9.5 


1.45 


1.42 


1.40 


1.37 


1.35 


1.26 


1.24 


1.24 


1.20 


LIS 


10.5 


1.55 


1.53 


1.50 


1.47 


1.43 


1.34 


1.34 


1.34 


1.34 


1.34 


11.2 


1.96 


1.98 


2.10 


2.03 


2.05 


2.04 


1.97 


1.87 


1.76 


1.60 


11.8 


2.28 


2.23 


2.18 


2.13 


2.08 


2.03 


1.98 


1 93 


1.88 


1.84 


12.0 


2.07 


2.07 


2.07 


2.07 


2.07 


2.05 


2.02 


2.00 


1.97 


L92 


KeMi8 = 17.88 


2.810 


2.816 


2. 812 


2.787 


2.771 


2.720 


2 663 


2.5!r7 


2.483 


2.335 






STATIC 


>N 26. 












28.2 


3.75 


3.82 


8.85 


4 00 


4.15 


4.20 


4.18 


4.08 


3.88 


3.00 


22.5 


3.54 


3 61 


8.65 


3.62 i 


3.53 


3.48 


3.46 


8.40 


3.27 


8.14 


28.5 


3.80 


4.14 


4.45 


4.45 i 


4.40 


4.37 


4.35 


4.22 


4.02 


3.80 


28.5 


8.98 


4.10 


4.18 


4.26 1 


4.33 


4.22 


4.10 


4.10 


4.17 


4.10 


24.8 


4.04 


4.16 


4.27 


4.38 ! 


4.50 


4.22 


8.93 


3.78 


3.64 


S.50 


28.8 


4.13 


4.34 


4.48 


4.47 


4.45 


4.50 


4.45 


4.38 


4.29 


4.15 


24.9 


3.98 


4.13 


4.26 


3.99 


3.69 


3.93 


4.15 


3.94 


3.70 


8.40 


23.2 


4.04 


4.09 


4.14 


4.15 , 


4.15 


4.15 


4.15 


4.04 


3.82 


8.61 


22.4 


4.15 


4.15 


4.15 


4.11 


4.04 


4.01 


aoo 


8.90 


3.85 


3.80 


22.5 


4.92 


3.92 


3.92 


3.83 


3.73 


3.63 


3.53 


3.43 


3.33 


8.23 


22.0 


3.80 


3.80 1 


a80 


3.91 


4.07 


100 


3.86 


3.67 


a57 


3.47 


1&5 


8.92 


3.92 J 


3.92 


3.90 


3.90 


3.90 


3.82 


3.65 


3.48 


S.31 


17.5 


3.46 


3.46 


3 46 


3.43 


3.42 


3. .38 . 


8.34 


3.31 


3.26 


8.20 


16.0 


2.99 


2.99 


2.99 


2.99 1 


3.09 


3.20 , 


3.37 


3.20 


8.02 


2.81 


l&O 


2.99 


2.99 


2.99 


2.99 ! 


2.99 , 


2.99 


2.99 


2.99 


2.99 


S.00 


0l9 


8.46 


3.46 


3.46 


3.46 , 


3.23 


3.00 


2.78 


2.54 


2.38 


2.00 


8.9 


2.30 


2.30 , 


2.30 1 


2.30 


2.30 


2.27 


2.22 


2.17 


2.12 


2.06 


8.8 


2.m 


2.07 


2.07 


2.03 i 


1.08 


L93 ; 


L88 


1.83 1 


2.78 

1 


t73 


H6MMS 19.49 


3.574 


3.636 


8.686 


3.68;i 

1 


3.664 ; 


3.636 ; 


3.584 


8.479 


3.421 


s.s7a 
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VelooitieB m feet per second ai eneh tenth of depths ^*c. — Continued. 
MEAN VALUES OF STATION MEANS. 



Ko. of station. 


Surface. 
3.441 


1 
3.450 , 


.2 



3.457 


.3 1 
8.407 


.4 
3.346 


.5 
8.283 


.6 
3.230 


1 
.7 

3.217 


.8 


.9 


2 


3.127 


2.960 


4 


2.716 


2.733 1 


2.720 


2.608 , 


2.668 


. 2.571 


2.495 


2.423 


2.839 


2.243 


6 


3.112 


, 3. 136 


3.103 


3.091 1 


3.090 


2.991 


2.908 


2.816 


2.677 


2.527 


8 


3.438 


3 435 1 


3.4:u 


3.454 t 


3.405 


3.336 


3.246 


3.160 1 


3.041 


2.917 


10 


3.622 


1 3.657 


8.696 


3.719 , 


3.675 


3.649 


3.525 


, 8. 418 ; 


3.310 


8.070 


12 


8.767 


1 3.768 


3.727 


3.7U8 


3.675 


3.600 


3.544 


3.447 , 


3.800 


8.152 


14 


3.917 


! 3.804 


3.846 


3.820 


3.820 


3.749 


8.656 


3. 545 ! 


3.405 


3.255 


IG 


3 080 


4.002 


3.976 


3.941 


3.902 


3.818 


3.735 


3.631 , 


3.484 


8.260 


18 


3. fZ'i 


' 8.786 


3.739 


3.681 


3.628 


8.540 


8.424 


3.345 


3.210 


8.088 


20 


3.608 


3.623 


3.595 


8.569 


3.511 


3.435 


3.856 


3.268 


3.140 


8.034 


22 


3.372 


8.414 


a 391 


3.374 


3.333 


8.251 


8.181 


3.087 , 


2.937 


2.836 


24 


2.81U 


2.816 


2.812 


2.787 ; 


2.771 


2. 729 


2.663 


2.587 


2.483 


2.335 


26 


3.574 


3.636 
3.488 


3.686 


3 683 


3.664 


8.636 


3.584 


3. 479 < 


3.421 


3.273 


Mea]iB = 


3.477 
3.466 


8.476 

rALUE 
3.458 


3.456 

t 


3.422 

LL OBS 
3.405 


3.353 

ERVAT 
3.832 


3.274 

IONS. 
3.249 


3.189 1 
8. 161 , 


3.068 


2.921 




ItfEAN \ 

j 
3.475 1 

1 


S OF Al 






Means = 


3.439 1 


3.034 


2.800 



5. — Red River Landing, Louisiana. 

Office Mississippi River Commission, 

ikiint Louidy Mo.j August 15, 1884. 

Sir : I bave the honor to snbmit a report on experimental work performed at Red 
River Landing and vicinity, by Assistant John Ewens, in the season 1881-^82. 

The work embraced the following particulars : Determination of velocities in ver- 
tical planes; bend soundings and transverse velocity observations ; experiments with 
the current meter. 

Vertical velociiiee, — These observations were made during the period from July 12 to 
November 18, 1882, at stages ranging from 41 feet on the gauge, 8 feet below the hij||h 
-water of the year, down to 9 feet, the low water of the year. They are thirty-five m 
number, thirty-two of which were on the Mississippi section, distributed irregularly 
among thirteen of the fourteen velocity stations permanently located on the section. 
The remaining three were taken at one station on the Atchafalaya section. 

The meter (Ellis, Nos. 5 and 7) was used throughout, and was run for one minute at 
each foot in depth descending ; the series was not repeated in ascending. 

The results are shown in detail on sheets Nos. 1-7, a plotted curve accompanying 
each table of velocities.* For the purpose of computing the mean velocities in some 
eases where observations were wanting, values were interpolated, and in all cases the 
probable curve of velocity was continued to the surface and to the bottom ; portions 
thus obtained are denoted by dotted lines. 

These curves were divided vertically into tenths, the velocities at the points so fixed 
were tabulated by stations, and the mean for each station computed and plotted. 
There results a series of thirteen st-ation means, of eleven teims each. All the obser- 
▼ations were then combined Into a single vertical or grand mean. The station and 
grand means are shown on pages 8 and 9. 

It will be observed that the surface velocity in most of these carves, and in the 
grand mean, is distinctly lower than that at the first tenth. To determine the form 
of the curve in this part, the first tenth of each curve was divided into fourths, and 
the mean velocity at the three intermediate points computed, giving velocities at 1, 
% and 3 fortieths of depth, in addition to the tenths already determined. The re- 
salting curve is the dotted line 1, 2, .3, shown in the double-scale curve on sheet No. 
9. The form of this partial curve sho.ws that the velocity is maintained nearer the 
surface than the main curve would imply, and leads to the suspicion that the ap- 
parently low surface velocity is the result of a constant error caused by running the 
meter too near the surface. (See, however, Catamaran experiment.) 

Computation of the elements of the mean curve from three points makes the ratio 
of the semi-axis negative ; the curve is therefore an ellipse, of which the axis (as- 
somed parallel to the water-surface) lies at not more than one-thirtieth of the depth. 
The mean velocity is at about six-tenths of the depth. 

* Not published. 
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The form of the Atchafalaya curve, as far as the data give it, does not appear to 
vary materially from that of the Mississippi, the maximum velocity being near the 
surface, and the mean somewhat below mid-depth. 

Bend 80uudiiig8.— The section selected was at Brunette Point, 17 miles below Red 
River Landing. Soundings were made and velocities observed six times, from May 
30 to October 31. The results are presented graphically on pages 10 and 11. The 
section of October 31 was not plotted sino-e, in the absence of instruments, the sound- 
ings were located by comparison wiih those of a previous date, and therefore have 
no independent value ; the velocities, however, being doubtless located with sufficient 
exactness, were plotted for the sake of extending the comparison. 

The gauge-readings given in the notes on this section being from the Red River 
Landing gauee, the elevation of water surface above Cairo datum was obtained by 
comparison of Red River and Port Hickey gauges, the latter being corrected for Sep- 
tember 29 and October 31, when it was evidently in error, by reference to the Baton 
Rouge gauge and comparison of readings at the corresponding stages in 18ri3. 

The locus of maximum velocity lies in the convex bide of the river, where a notice- 
able fill is shown by the section of September 29, as the velocity decreased. 

The velocities through this section were observed at depths varying from 3 to 35 
feet, and for comparison have been reduced to mid- depth by using coefficients de- 
rived from the vertical curves at Carroll ton, where the conditions are somewhat 
similar. 

In order to compare the flow at this section with that at Red River Landing for the 
same dates the discharges were computed, with the following results : 



Date, 



Kay 30 

Jime27 

July 25 

Angast 9 

September 29 






Bmnette Bend. 



41.81 
41.70 
40.00 
32.10 
14.36 



Mean 

velocity. 



5.88 
6.42 
4.b6 
3.63 
.2.60 



Diaobarge. 



1,245,224 

1, 228, 480 

1, 074, 400 

733, 791 

383,400 



Red Rlyer Landing. 



Mean 
velocity. 



4.93 
4.64 
4.28 
3.33 
2.53 



Discharge. 



1, 135, 082 

1.092,263 

982.434 

649,672 

809,557 



Excess at Bru- 
nette Bend. 




110, 142 

136,217 

91,966 

84,099 

73,843 



».7 
12.5 

0.4 
13.0 
23.8 



These differences seem to indicate that in sections of this character, where the main 
flow of the river sets across the convex and shoaler side of tlie bend, the me&n veloc- 
it-v in the deeper part of the section cannot safely be assumed to be the same function 
of the mid-depth velocity as in straight reaches. Naturally the percentage of low- 
water excess follows the increased ratio of the volume below a given subsurface 
plane to the whole volume of the river. 

In order to determine the effect of the catamaran skiffs on the current near the sur- 
face, a series of fourteen runs of sixty seconds each was made at the depth of 1^ feet 
at each of the points indicated in the following diagram, the results being given in 
the accompanying table : 



je; 

EEs: 



%-^-rr^ 
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REGISTRiiTION. 



A. 


B. 


C. 


D. 


£. 


25.27 


26.25 


24.25 


26.26 


25.25 


25.25 


27.25 


23.25 


27.27 


26.26 


25.26 


25.26 


25.24 


29.27 


27.26 


24.26 


27.27 


24.27 


25.26 


27.27 


25.26 


24.25 


26.26 


25.25 


24.25 


26.25 


26.25 


25.26 


25.24 


24.25 


27.27 


25. 26 


27.27 


25.27 


25.25 


Mean = 25. 64 


25.64 


25.29 


26.00 


25.50 



AjBSQxning that the extent of the experimeDt (14 minutes) would eliminate errors 
ariBiog from fluctuations of the current, the means of this table point to a small re- 
tardation between the skiflfs forward and an acceleration aft. It is possible that the 
low snrface velocity noticed in the vertical curves may be in some degree due to in- 
terference from this source, which would be more marke<l in approaching the surface. 

Ellis meter No. 5 was rated once and No. 7 twice early in August. The rating of 
Ko. 7 of August 9 was used for all observations made with that instrument ; the rat- 
ing nsed for No. 5 was that taken at Saint Louis, Mo., November 10, IBt^l. 

METER RATINGS. 

[y=a«-|-6, in which y = velocity in feet per second; »=rej^8trationB per minute. J 



Locality. 



Saint Lonia, Mo. 



1881. 
Nov. 10 
1882. 
Bed River Landing . ' Aus;. 3 

Do AajE. 4 

Do , Ang. 




ElllB No. 5. 18 1 



Elli8No.5 :i2 
Ellis No. 7.1 9 
Ellis No. 7 ,12 



Constanta. 



Anthority. 



a. 



b. 



. 06245 1. 148 



150 1.06350 .002 
150 I. 06346 1. 045 
150 1.06216 Ll77 



Bangeof 
veloci- 
ties. 



Where 
taken. 



J. Ewena. . 1. 17-9. 49 

..do 11.45-6. 36 

..do 2.78-0.15 

..do 1.56-7.35 



Reservoir. 

Lake. 
Do. 
Do. 



Tracings of the locations of the various sections are appended. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

First Lieut. Smith S. Leach, 

Corps of Engineers, U. S. A., 

Secretary Missiealppi Hiver Commieeion, 



E. H. Twining. 



Vtioeiiies in feel per second at each tenth of depth ae resulting from the velodtg observaOons 

made at Bed River Landing , La., in 1882. 











STATION 1. 










• 




Deptb. 


Sarfaoe. 


• .1 


.2 

1 


.3 


.4 


.5 


.6 


.7 
2.60 


.8 
2.51 


.9 


Bottom. 


54wO 


2.13 


2.75 


2.77 


2.73 


2.68 


2.45 


2.68 


2.56 


2.19 



STATION 2. 



51 
34 


2.80 
2.40 


8.21 
2.50 


3.21 
2.54 


8.14 
2.52 


3.17 
2.30 


3.05 
2.46 


2.86 
2.25 


3.08 
2.21 


2.96 
2.16 


8.02 
1.88 


42.5 


2.60 


2.86 


2.88 


2.83 


2.74 


2.76 


2.56 


2.64 


2.56 


2.45 



2.80 
L50 



L90 
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Velocitierin feet per second at eaek tenth of depth, j-c. — Continaed. 

STATION 8. 



Depth. 


Surface. 


.1 


.2 


.3 


.4 


.5 

2.65 
2.87 


.6 


.7 


.8 


.9 


Bottom. 


80 
81 


2.52 
2.83 


2.71 
2.84 


2.65 
2.96 


2.71 2.77 
2.82 2.84 


2.62 
2.90 

1 


2.71 
2.52 


2.46 2.40 
2.55 , 2.64 


100 
2.00 


Hems = 30. 5 


2.42 


2.78 


2L80 


2.76 


2.80 


2.76 2.71 2.62 2.50 2.62 

1 


2.00 










STATION 4. 






40.0 


4.15 


4.08 


1 
4.08 


3.90 8.84 

1 
1 


8.52 3.52 


3. 58 ' 8. 52 


3.21 ' 


2.70 










STATION 5. 






88 
85 
84 
84 
23 
24 
25 


2.84 
2.77 
2.65 
2.46 
2.54 
2.47 
2.54 


3.07 
8.02 
2.75 
3.01 
2.87 
2.88 
2.91 


8.U 
8.02 
2 80 
2.92 
2.91 
2.93 
2.91 


2.90 8.07 
2.96 2.84 
2.76 2.70 
2.90 2.80 
2.94 2.85 
2.78 2.88 
2.90 1 2.91 


2.84 
2.74 
2.40 
2.71 
2.78 
2.70 
2.80 


, 2.65 
|2.46 
2.81 
2.44 
2.76 
2.78 
2.78 

2.60 


2.20 
2.28 
1.94 
2.86 
2.80 
2.78 
2.52 


1.96 
1.90 
1.65 
2.01 
2.60 
2.45 
2.41 


L97 
1.52 
L27 
1.68 
2.51 
2.29 
2.18 


1.20 
1.00 
0.60 
1.15 
3.20 
1.90 
L85 


Means = 30. 4 


2.61 


2.97 


2.97 


2. 89 2. 86 


2.71 


2.41 


2.14 


1.91 


L41 










STATION 6. 










4L0 


8.02 


3.02 


2.96 


' 2.95 2.89 

1 


2.65 


2.60 


2.68 


2.20 


2.11 


LOO 


• 








STA' 


noN 7. 

2.52 












35.0 


2.84 


2.78 


2.65 


2.62 


2.42 


* 

2. 33 2. 13 1 1. 93 ; 1. 67 

1 ' 1 


1.30 










STATION 8. 








83 
28 


2.02 
1.92 


2.21 
2.18 


2.29 
2.30 


2.21 
2.22 


2.15 
2.23 


2.08 
2.16 


1 1.83 
2.13 


1.90 

2.04 

1 


1.60 
L98 


L46 
1.94 


L28 
L75 


Means = 2& 


1.07 


2.20 


2.80 


2.22 2.19 


2.12 


1. 98 - 1. 97 1. 79 

1 


L70 


1.62 






STATION 9. 










48.0 


3.20 


1 
3.38 > 


3.36 ! 
2.51 


3. 15 3. 14 

STATION 11 
2.51 2.58 


3.02 


2.80 . 

1 


2.86 


2.78 2.42* 

1 


2.27 








• 

2.65 






2. 01 1. 61 




50 


8.02 


2.77 


2.25 


2.13 


L88 










STATION 12. 








60 


8.20 


3.67 


8.77 


3.67 \ 8.61 

1 


8.54 8.45 


a. 31 


8.21 


2.77 


2.58 










STATION 18. 










55 

67 
24 
23 
22 


8.60 
8.60 
2.29 
2.07 
2.72 


4.14 
8.90 
2.60 
2.68 
2.73 


8.96 
8.88 
2.66 
2.57 
2.76 


8.98 
8.77 
2.66 
2.47 
2.68 


8.90 
3.66 
2.63 
2.72 
2.62 


1 

3. 94 3. 00 
3.68 8.64 

2.58 2.47 
2.66 2.51 

2.59 2.41 

1 


3.86 
8.43 
2.44 
2.40 
2.40 


8.84 
3.10 
2.28 
2.50 
2.84 


3.46 
2.73 
2.29 
2.26 
2.40 


2.75 
2.00 
U70 
L90 
2.00 


Means = 88.2 


2.86 


8.20 


8.16 


3.11 


8.11 


8.06 ' 2.97 

1 


8.92 


2.81 


2.68 


2L07 
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Velocities in feet per second at each tenth of depths j-c, — Continued. 

STATION U. 



Depth. 


Snrfftce. 


.1 


.2 


.8 


.4 


. .5 


.6 


.7 


.8 


.9 


Bottom. 


44 


a 71 


4.06 


4.05 


4.02 


3.93 


3.83 


3.83 


3.53 


3.46 


3.35 


a 15 


34 


2.89 


8.30 


8.14 


8.14 


3.27 


3.14 


3.00 


2.80 


2.82 


2.10 


2.00 


28 


2.84 


2.76 


2.71 


2.72 


2.50 


2.55 


2L40 


2.05 


2.02 


1.81 


1.20 


16 


1.52 


1.65 


1.65 


1.61 


l.SO 


1.68 


1.52 


1.50 


1.46 


1.02 


0.00 


16 


L61 


1.85 


1.84 


1.74 


1.80 


1.79 


1.60 


1.66 


1.60 


L48 


1.10 


17 


1.86 


1.94 


1.88 


1.73 


1.87 


1.74 


1.61 


1.60 


1.48 


1.31 


1.00 


17 


2.13 


2.12 


2.08 


2.04 


2.00 


1.92 


1 79 


1.73 


1.70 


1.66 


1.30 


lCeuiB = 34.6 


8.37 


2.52 


2.48 


2.43 


2.48 


2.86 


2.25 


2.12 


2.00 


L82 


L6S 



MEAyS OF ALL OBSERVATIONS. 



2.65 


2.88 


2.87 


2.81 


2.80 



2. 70 2. 59 




2.15 



L74 



ATCHAFALAYA SECTION.— STATION 5. 



20 
19 
21 


2.33 
2.68 
2.33 


2.65 
2.79 
2.65 


2.66 
2.67 
2.69 


2.71 
2.60 
2.66 


2.66 
2.58 
2.55 


2.71 
2.57 
2.50 


2.71 
2.50 
2.53 


2 65 
2.25 
2.40 


2.46 
2.20 
2.21 


1.90 
L85 
2.06 


L50 
L60 
L60 


M«MI0 = 2OO 


2.45 


2.70 


2.64 


2.66 


2.60 


2.59 


2.68 


2.43 


2.29 


L98 


L88 



AREAS IN BRUNETTE BEND. 



Date. 



1882. 

ICaySO 

JaDe27 

July 25 

Aagiiat9 

September 29.'. 

OctoberSl .« 



6aa|i:e. 



Feet 
61.6 
6L9 
60.4 
63.2 
86.0 
82.9 



Width. 



Feet. 

2,728 

2,751 

2,704 

2,553 

2,407 

2,854 



Area. 



8q. feet. 
230,918 
226,640 
220,980 
2U2.370 
147, 788 



+ Scour. 
-Fill. 



Sq./eet 



" 4,552 

- 2,115 
+ 315 

- 11,976 



Datum 
area. 



Sa./eeL 
230,018 
226,806 
224,251 
224,566 
212,690 



2£ean8 of velocities at each tenth of depth obtained from all the observations at the discharge 
sections in 1882, with number of observations ana depth of mean velocity below the surface 
in parts of the whole depth. 



Seoticm. 



Padoeah 

Columbaa 

Helena 

Havs* Landing — 
B«a Rirer Landing 



I 



!q 



*» 



211 
101 

00 
620 

82 



o 
"•■ 1 

P 



0.63 
0.71 
0.61 
0.60 
0.61 



2.840 
2.665 
6.157 
3.466 
2.650 



2.840 
8.077 
5.145 
8.475 
2.880 



.2 



2.820 
8.178 
6.042 
8.458 
2.870 



.8 



2.200 
8.205 
4.916 
8.439 
2.810 



2.250 
8.227 
4.812 
3.405 
2.800 



.5 



2.220 
8.204 
4.709 
3.832 
2.700 



2.170 
8.126 
4.493 
&240 
2.500 



.7 



2.070 
2.088 
4.288 
3.161 
2.600 



.8 



L070 
2.818 
8.982 
3.034 
2.860 



.9 



1.840 
2.610 
8.677 
2.800 
2.150 



I 



1.660 
2.136 
2L00O 
♦2.750 
L740 



* Interpolated. 
HBAX OF ALL SECTIONS. 



Depth of 
mean. 


SnrfiMje. 


.1 


.2 


.8 


.4 


.5 


.6 


.7 


.8 


.0 


Bottom. 


0.68 


3.256 


8.883 


a 873 


8.332 


8.200 


8.233 


8.126 


a 001 


2.831 


2.605 


2.286 



HBAN, EXCLUDING PADUOAH. 



0.83 



a 484 



a 644 



a637 



a502 



a 561 



a 486 



a364 



a234 



ao46 



2.784 



2L406 
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Appendix B. 

RSFORT OF CAPTA.m J. H. WILLARD, CORPS OF ENOIKEBRS, SBCRBTART OF OOX- 

STBUCnON COMMITTEE. 

(The lilsaiflBippi River Commiaaion, oCBce of the Committee on Constmction, 2653 OUye street, Saint 

Lonis, Mo.] 

Saint Louis, Mo., October 20, 1884. 

Sir: In compliaDce with instrnctioDs from the president of the Commission, I have 
the honor to report the work of this office from November 1, 1883, the date of the last 
report, to September 30, 1884. 

Captain Sears continued in charge until April 11, 1884, when he was transferred to 
the cnarge of the third district. By a resolution of the Commission November 20, 
1883, his designation was changed from executive officer to secretary of the commit- 
tee on construction ; and in addition to the duties of that office he was made assist- 
ant to the committee as constructing officer for plant, and was charged with the pur- 
chase of such material and supplies as district officers could not conveniently obtain 
for themselves, and with the consolidation and publication of ii outhly reports. 

The floating and other public property for which he was responsible, not required 
for the general service, and the public funds held by him for purchases on account of 
the works of improvement were transferred to the district officers, and the responsi- 
bility was laid upon them for obtaining all supplies and material necessary for the 
proper conduct of their works, either by direct purchase or through the purchasing 
officer by timely requisition, as they mi^ht find most advantageous and convenient. 

When called upon for such service, this office fills requisitions by methods suited to 
the exigencies of the case and delivers tbe supplies in the most expeditious way, due 
regard being paid to economy of time and money. The accounts when audited are 
transmitted with certified biils and bills of lading, with or without the department 
Touchers, as may be desired, and the district officer checks the invoices and makes the 
payments. This method appears to give general satisfaction and is well adapted to 
the system of conducting tbe work. The accounts are simplified, and disbursing 
officers, having accurate knowledge at all times of the actual state of their allotments, 
can gauge their operations with greater freedom and economy. 

As district officers are expected to and generally do supply themselves with stores 
and material for the works under their charge, purchases made through this office are 
usually on small orders or for supplies that the exigencies of the work require beyond 
what may be fairly estimated, or for which the district officers cannot provide storage. 

The so-called contract system finds its limitations here, and if iosisted upon will 
seriously impede the work of improvement and add largely to its cost. 

Requisitions are filled by inviting proposals by circular letters when time will per- 
mit, by purchase in open market or by bargaining with the same care for the interests 
of theGovemiuent that a good business man aclopts for the protection of his own. 
These methods are generally required by the exigencies of the service and are sano- 
tioued by law. 

The districts above Cairo were included in tbe general work under the Commission 
by the act approved July 5, 1884. Being more happily situat-ed with respect to cli- 
mate and obtaining with little difficulty labor, supplies, and stone for works con- 
ducted on a smaller scale than in the lower river, they do not require the assistance 
of this office and need not be considered in estimating for the general service. 

The chief business of this office is now the management of the general service, 
consisting of steam tow-boats and barges, and the delivery of stoDOi wire, coal, and 
general supplies to the districts below Cairo. 

Owing to the changes in the organization of the office which I have mentioned, 
separate statements are given of the expenditures under Captain Sears, as executive 
officer from November 1, 18w3, to February 29, 1884, when the transfers were com- 
pleted, and as secretary and assistant from March 1 to April 11, 1884, the date of his 
relief, and from April 12 to September 30, 1884, the period during which I have had 
charge. Under the present arrangement, the expenses of the general service are 
finally charged to the first, second, and third districts; those for plant, outfit, and 
repairs being divided equally, and the remainder, embracing administration, inspec- 
tion,' and running expenses of the steamboats, in proportion to the service rendered 
as computed from the mileajge. 

After the transfer of public property to the several districts, there were left for the 
ffcneral service, the inspection and tow-boat Mississippi, the tow-boat Minnetonka, 
bought April 10, 1884, aiter a thorough trial of three months under charter, fifty-six 
stone-barges, one store-boat, constructed out of an old hull, and one pumping-boat, 
the last two being kept at the coal-fleet at Cairo. 

The plant has &en Kept in a high state of efficiency by prompt and liberal expend- 
itures. The steamboats are in first-rate order, and are worth almost as much to the 
service as when first received. 
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The stone-barges are in fair condition, and are worth their cost to the Goyemment ; 
bat from the nalare of tbe service in which they are engaged, they would probably 
not fetch one-third of their first cost. 

They have had hard usage in loading, in handling in rough water, and in long and 
unavoidable detentions at the works, both loaded and light. Constant attention has 
been required to keep them repaired, well calked, and seaworthy ; and in addition 
to repairs made at docks and ship-jards, two men have been kept fully occupied at 
the fleet at Cairo, calking and repairing above light* water. 

Tbe plant at my disposal being inadequate to the needs of the districts, I made 
application for a large and powerful tow-boat for use on the Mississippi River for long 
trips, and for a small boat for service between the quarries and the fleet at Cairo. 
An argent request was also made for increasing the number of stone- barges. The 
estimates received the approval of the Commission at its session, July 22, 1884, but 
owing to the co iparatively small amount then available, the construction of the 
tow-boat<s was postponed ; the increase of the barge-fleet was approved, however, and 
it was resolved to build thirty model barges at a cost not excee<ling $150,000. Appli- 
cation was made to the Secretary of War for authority to buy or build under the 
resolution, and was approved August 16, 1884. 

The appropriation lor the Missouri River having become nearly exhausted early in 
the season, the plant required for that work was laid up at Bush berg. While on an 
inspection trip dowu the river, it occurred to me that it would be to the advantage 
of the Government to use tbe Missouri River stone-barges during the summer on the 
Mississippi improvement. After consultation with Major Suter, the officer of en- 
gineers in chargi^, authority was asked and obtained for temporary transfer of thirty 
barges to the general service, with permission to expend $2,400 in repairs. 

By the wording of the act approved July 5, 1884, the Missouri River Commission 
cannot expend the new appropriation for that river until th^^ plans shall have been 
approved by Congress, so that these barges are still at the disposal of the general 
service, and can be retained till navigation closes, or until called for, when they will 
be returned to the fleet at Bushberg, or will be cared for by the general service, as 
may be most convenient. 

About f 1,200 have been expended on them, and as they have been kept more than 
twice as long as was contemplated the amount for returning them in good order 
should be increased to $d,000. 

The cost of chartering fifteen model barges equivalent in capacity to those bor- 
rowed would not have been less than $16,200 for the time they have been employed 
for the general service. 

During the summer I inspected a great number of model barges, had lines and 
dimensions taken from those most approved, and collected specificatious from well- 
known builders. After a study of the best models, I prepared specifications and had 
plans drawn which I submitted to experienced ship- builders for suggestions and im- 
provement. 

As the construction of new tow-boats was postponed, and the general service had 
the use of Missouri River barges, the necessity for the now barges was not so press- 
ing; and as the amount of money required for the new barges was so great, and the 
necessity of having boats that will last for many years so plain, I thought it wise to 
delay construction until plans and specifications could be perfected. The drawings 
are now being revised on complete specifications, and it is thought that barges built 
according to the new designs will be the best wooden barges afloat in these waters. 
Under the circumstances, the delay in constructing them has been to the advantage 
of the Gk>vernment ; for had they been put in hand as soon as possible after authority 
was obtained, the greater number would have been finished only in time to cause ex- 
pense for care during tbe winter. Time has also been given for comparing plans, 
and they can now be built without haste in season for work next spring. 

The amount already allotted for their construction is considered ample. 

The life of a wooden boat on the Mississippi is variously estimated at from six to 
nine yeai'S, the chief enemy being dr^'-rot. It an entirely new plant were to be con- 
structed, I should recommend either iron or composite hulls as being the most eco- 
nomical in the long run. 

Bat the amount already invested in plant, necessarily built in haste, because the 
work' of improvement was imperatively demanded, is now so great that I do not feel 
justified in recommending those forms of construction except for steamboats. Should 
Congress, however, decide to set apart a large sum to be applied in allotments for a 
term of years for the improvement of the Mississippi, I think that there can be no 
qaestion bat that new plant should be constructed of iron, either wholly or in part, 
according to tbe service required. 

I must now renew my earnest request for the two tow-boats, hulls to be of iron or 
composite construction. 

Preliminary estimates have been made for them, and drawings projected ; but con- 
straction shonld not be undertaken until plans and detailea estimates have been 
prepared. 
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For long tripe, especially, a mach more powerful boat than theMiseiasippi is reqnired; 
indeed, I recommend a larger boat than the Minnetouka ; and, in making the prelim- 
inary estimate, I have taken her for a model, adding $12,000 for the increase in siz« 
and constrnctiou of hnll, and $8,000 for larger bialers and heavier machinery. 

The towing service is attended with great riskp, and as the Government does not 
insure, the dauf^er shoal d be reduced to a minimum by using boats with surplus power. 
The boats now m service can take down stream from twelve to eighteen loaded barges ; 
but they cannot tow economically more than from eight to twelve empty barges up 
stream against a strong current without carrying more steam than allowed on t^eir 
inspection papers. . 

One of the obstacles to the delivery of stone has been the difficulty experienced in 
supplying quarries with empty barges. By the use of a small boat of good power 
and light draft, about the size of the Missouri River Commission tow-boat Stone, to 
collect loaded barges at the fleet and to distribute empty barges to the quarries on 
both rivers, at least four days could be saved on nearly every trip of the large boats, 
and the service to the districts considerably increased and made much more regular. 

The small boat could also take a fair sized tow of eight or ten loaded barges to the 
first district, and even to the second in an emergency, and could bring back five or 
six em]pty barges against an average current. 

If built of iron, the large boat would cost about $60,000, and the small boat not 
much less than $:)0,000 ; the prices would be about 10 per cent, less, if built with com- 
posite hulls, and about 20 per cent, less if built with strong wooden hulls. On com- 
pletion of the tow-boat«, the Mississippi should be laid off as a spare boat for tours of 
inspection, temporary increase of the service, or to take the place of any of the others 
in case of accident, the crews being simply transferred. The costly and most unsatis- 
factory method of chartering would thus almost entirely be obviated. The Missis- 
sippi is naturally' selected for reserve ; she has not sufficient power to handle large 
tows in a strong current, not having been built solely for towing; and having an iron 
hull, she would not deteriorate while laid op. 

In regard to the construction of new plant, I believe it would be to the best inter- 
ests of the Government to follow the methods of business men and place the work on 
bids solicited only from builders of established reputation. 

It is not only a question of construction, but of material. Wooden hulls should be 
entirely of the best oak, except decks and bulkheads; and as fi^t class ship-timber 
has become very scarce, I think it safe to say that there are not more than half a 
dozen builders m the West who use or can control any considerable amount of the 
best nplan<l oak. In a general competition, the lowest bidders are almost always 
parties with little capital, who have no facilities for building on a large scale, and 
who use the short-lived oak of lowland growth, which rots in two or three years. If 
iron or composite construction is adopted, the choice would be limited naturally to 
the few builders engaged in that kind of work. 

With new tow-boats, new barges, and plant now on hand in good order, at least 
20,0U0 cubic yards a mouth could be furnished regularly to the three districts below 
Cairo during active operations, large reserves being unloaded on the bank during 
spring high water. 

The amount of stone furnished by the general service during the past year has been 
greater than in any year since the work was undertaken, but it has fallen short of 
requisitions from the districts, and the officers in charge have been somewhat embar- 
rassed in their operations by uncertain and irregular aelivery. That the progress of 
their work was not seriously delayed, was due in part to the fact that stone was de- 
livered on the bank on early requisitions, but chiefly to long-continued high water, 
which prevented active operations till the season was well advanced. 

Stone can be bought cheap only from quarries at least 50 miles above Cairo on the 
Mississippi or Ohio ; if obtained from other sources, it must be transported to the 
river bv rail at great expense for freight and handling. 

All the stone furnished by the general service this season was bought in open mar- 
ket from a number of quarries on both rivers above Cairo, the greater part having 
been taken from the Southern Illinois Penitentiary at Chester. 

It was of good quality and weight, and cost from 50 to 60 cents the cubic yard 
loaded on barges at the quarries, the price depending on the kind of stone famished 
and the distance of the quarries from the river bank. 

I have dealt generally directly with parties owning or controlling quarries, and the 
terms have been most favorable to the Government, hardly fumisning more than a 
bare living to the men who undertook the work. 

In conducting the works of protection and improvement, it is of vital importance 
that the supply of stone shall be ample and sure, not only for securing work as it pro- 
gresses, but for the economic organization of labor. The distances to which it must 
be transported vary from 200 to 1,200 miles, and the distncts under improvement are 
of great extent, so that no work of bank protection, mattress construction, or dike- 
building can be undertaken with safety without a full supply of stone at hand, or the 
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certaiuty of ita arriving withia a givea time. To insure tliis, the delivery of stone 
should be under the control of the general service provided with an adequate plant, 
and this work is quite enough to deuiaud all the time and attention of one man, and 
should not be laid as an additional burden upon the district officers. The method of 
** open purchase" is the best and most economical for the Government at the present 
time, in my opinion, and I am positive that any attempt to contract for supply and 
delivery of stone to the works would result in disaster. 

In reporting the amonnt of stone furnished by the general service, no account is 
taken of that delivered by rail at Arkansas City. Captain Sears made arrangements 
for that supply last season, and continued to draw from the same source after he had 
taken charge of the third district; about 6,000 cubic vards were on hand November I, 
1883, and 13,000 cubic yards were under contract for delivery. 

The amount of stone delivered by the general service from November 1 to December 
2C, 18d3, was 20,845 cubic yards; and from April 1 to September 30, 1884, was 75,:{64 
cubic yards. Tlie amount actually received from the quarries this season was 83,542 
cubic yards, the average monthly ontput being almost 14,000 cubic yards. The aver- 
age monthly delivery to the districts for the same period was 12,560 cubic yards. The 
averngo cost of delivery to the first, second, and third districts, including all expenses 
for steamboats, repairs, and charter, was very nearly 90 cents the cubic yard, making 
the average cost the cubic yard, delivered, $1.40 for sandstone, and $1.50 for limestone. 
. The cost of delivering stone to the fourth district for New Orleans Harbor, was not 
apportioned as for the other districts. The service was undertaken, somewhat to 
their disadvantage, to supply a pressing need. Special barges were chartered, and 
part of the running expenses of the boats was charged to that work for the extra time 
required, payment being made by the district officer. 

The work of the year was by no means accomplished by the two general service- 
tow-boats, llie Miunetouka broke lier shaft February 17, while taking a tow of empty 
barges up to the Mississippi quarries, and tlie Jack Frost was chartered for eight days 
to distribute the tow and bring her to Saint Louis for repairs. As the Minnetouka 
was under charter for trial at the time, the cost of repairs was borne by the owners. 
The Ethcridge was utilized between Cairo and the quarries early in April, and was 
^▼iven a tow for the first and third districts on her way to the latter. Having met 
with an accident in May, she was sent to Saint Louis for repairs, and was used in 
the same manner on the return trip. While the Mississippi was engaged on a tour of 
inspection with the Commission, in May, the Minnetouka broke down, and tli^j Jack 
Frost was chartered May 12 for eight day<a, and kept in service till Jnne 6. 

The Pearl, chartered in May for the first district, was taken for the general service 
in August for duty between Cairo and the quarries in low water. She will bo kept 
at work till navigation closes, taking occasional tows to the first district, and may be 
retained in attendance on the fleet during the winter, being handier and more eco- 
nomical as a helper than either of the lar^e boats. 

The barge fleet also was increased at difi^erent times for special service. Between 
November 1, 1883, and February 29, 1884, twenty-one model barges were chartered 
and remained in service an average time of about eighty-two days each. 

Six model barges were chartered in May for temporary use in carrying stone to the 
tliird district. In July, August, and September, sixteen model barges were chartered 
for special service in carrying stone to the fourth district for the improvement ef New 
Orleans Harbor. Reqnisition was made in July for charter of ten model barges for 
use in the first district with the condition imposed that they should be without hog- 
cliains. Very few good barges with clear decks were to be had, the market having 
been nearly exhausted to fillprevious requisitions. Seven were obtained in July and 
August, and delivered loaded with stone. 

Bids were invited in July for the construction of fifteen model barges, 170 by 38 by 
6 feet, for the first district, but the prices ranged so much above the estimate, one bid 
being over $10,000, that it was not thought best to accept any. The subject wa9 re- 
ferred to the Commission which was then in session, and construction on the plans 
offered was not decided upon. Plans and specifications were prepared in this office in 
July for a special stern- wheel boat for use on Bed River. The boat was finished and 
accepted in September and taken to Cairo, whence it will be sent with the next tow 
to the third district, and will steam from Wilson's Point to its destination. 

Besides towing loaded and empty stone barges, the general service steamboats have 
taken from the several districts to the most convenient shipyards and repair-shops, 
such of their plant as required overhaaliag, returning the same on the earliest trip 
aiter being put in order. 

They have also distributed fuel purchased for the districts, and have been utilized 
as much as possible in carrying or towing supplies and stores bought on requisitions 
for them, at a considerable saving for transportation. 

if the demands for such service were more regular, or for stated periods, prompt 
delivery could be arranged and a great reduction effected in the item of freights,. 

H. Ex. 64 13» 
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indeed, the proposed increase of the general service plant would enable me to deliver 
all supplies purchased for the districts. 

The business has been conducted without serious accident or damage to the plant 
in tow, and, fortunately, without loss of life or injury to any of the crew. Minor ac- 
cidents to the steamboats and annoying detentions nave occurred, which interfered 
considerably with the delivery of stone and the return of empty barges. Barge 179, 
loaded with stone, was sunk at Grand Tower in May whiie waiting for a tow, and 
though several attempts have been made to raise it, they have been frustrated by 
sudden and unexpected rises of the river. The loss is not yet reported total, as 
another effort will be made, but if that fails it will be useless to try again. 

On the night of May 22, barge 98, loaded with 14,600 bushels of coal, bought for the 
third district, was broken up and lost. The accident was due to a sudden squall' 
during a storm, and was unavoidable. Oo the afternoon of June 3, boat 461, loaded 
with 24,379 bushels of coal, on the way to the third district, was sunk in Bullerton 
Chute by colliding with a barge loaded with stone. The wreck was buoyed, and as 
it lay out of the cnannel it was hoped that a portion of the cargo might be saved in 
low water, but the loss is total. Investigation satisfied me that the accident was 
unavoidable. June 17 a chartered model barge, loaded with stone, broke up and 
sank at Pilcher's Point. The cause of the accident has not been reported to this 
office. 

As the tow-boats Iiave been kept running night and day with double trews, their 
boilers and furnaces have required considerable repairs. The Mississippi has given 
special trouble and expense for new fire-sheets, but the difficulty has been remedied 
by substituting a vertical heater and purifier for the pan heater, and taking ont the 
center top flue from each boiler, there having be«n five ten-inch fines in each. 

The Minnetonka has shown signs of weakness in the cylinder-timbers, and may 
have to be hauled out at the close of the season to be strengthened. I recommend 
reducing the weight of the upper works and the area of wind-resistance by transfer- 
ing the galley, pantries, and deck-rooms to the space now taken up with spare cabins 
and staterooms, and increasing the strength of the hull by extra stanchions and 
bulkheads. Should new cylinder- timbers be required, I am inclined to recommend 
iron. 

Without taking into account the care and handling of barges at the fleet or on the 
reaches, the general service tow-boats have moved between quarries and the district's 
daring the navigable season covered by this report, 1,360 pieces, equivalent to towing 
one piece 318,436 miles, at a cost, including all expenses for st'eamboat service and 
repairs, of very nearly 25 cents the mile. In addition to towing service, the Mississippi 
has made about 2,400 miles on inspection dnty with the Commission. 

The question of providing fuel for general service and the districts is a very serious 
one, and I am not yet prepared to express a decided opinion upon it. 

Captain Sears bought a large amount of Pittsburgh coal early in the season, deliv* 
ered in boats and barges to the fleet at Cairo, on verv reasonable terms. Pittsbnrgh 
coal is probably the best for steamboat use, but I doubt whether it is so much snperior 
to the best Illinois coal as to balance the risks and expenses attendant upon its care 
at the fleet. As it comes down in large tows only when the Ohio is high, it must be 
bought in large quantities if we wish to get it cheap; and if it is essential that we 
should use Pittsburgh coal, it will be better to contract for delivery to the districts, 
or, if more economical to receive it in one lot at the fleet, to deliver it by the general 
service tow-boats as soon as possible after its arrival at Cairo. Nearly 40,000 bushels 
have been lost this season, and I find that there has been a considerable loss every 
year. I believe that an amount, equivalent to that lost and incurred for care at the 
fleet, could be turned to good account in the purchase of a few coal barges for supply- 
ing the districts with the best Illinois coal at a considerable saving in annual expense. 
At thfi average price paid for Pittsburgh coal this year, the estimate for supplying 
general service tow-boats for next season amounts to $61,600. I am almost positive 
that I could buy the necessary fuel of good qualiry, and build one coal barge for the 
general service, and six for the districts with this amount. 

A good deal of annoyance has been exporienced in the management of the floating 
property, from the loss of barge-numps, and careful stndy has been given to remedy 
the difficulty. A design for a fixed bilge-pump has been made, and patterns are 
now in hand from which a few will be cast for experiment. It is proposed to pat 
them below decks, or to box them in, and to have the handles secured by chains. 
For pumping barges that arc leaking ba<lly while in tow the strara-siphon is certainly 
Tery efl'ective; but the wante of steam is immense, even when only one is us<'d, and 
the neceRsity for applying it might ariKc in a dangerous part of the river, when the 
full power of the engines would be needed. 

The difficulty of carrying a large siphon over barges loaded with stone, and of 
making connections to boilers with fixed lengths of pipe, should be seen to be appro* 
fdated. 



REPORT OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER COMMISSION. 195 

It takes considerable time to prepare thd apparatus for work, and if the joints ^ive 
oat after it has been ranning for any length of time, it is no easy matter to couple 
them while the pipes are hot. As an improvement on this cnmbrous method of 
pumping I devised a plan, the basis of which was to be a powerful pump in the waist 
of each tow-boat, which I submitted td Major Snter, of the committee. Happily he 
had been working on the same lines, and had used water pressure ibr steam with 
ffood results. The design has been modified on his suggestions by substituting a force 
for a suction pump, and permanently fixing small wuter-jet siphons in the barges 
alongside each hand-pump. Strong rubber hose of small diameter, with snap coup- 
lings, and in lengths convenient for a man to carry, will be used for connections, the 
pump having as many branches on the discharge-pipe as may be required. In cold 
weather low st«am can be sent through from the donkey boiler to start the jet, if 
necessary. I feel confident that the plan outlined above will solve the problem, but 
I shall try it in a small way with appliances now on hand before undertaking it on a 
large scale. 

I«ive thousand dollars will be ample for the complete outfit of pumps for four tow- 
boatK, two fixed siphons in each barge, spare siphons, and a full supply of hose. 

In concluding my report, I think it proper to say that the management of the gen- 
eral service was made easy for me by the admirable organization of the business 
under Captain Sears, by the forbearance of the district officers, all of whom are my 
•euiors in rank, and by the hearty co-operation of my office force. The officers of the 
boats and the overseers and inspectors are excellent men, and have been faithful and 
efficient in the performance of their duties under all circumstances. 

I present herewith a directory of the Commission, with its officers and the districts 
under improvement in their order, statements under appropriate headings showing 
the financial and working operations of this office for the year, estimates for the gen- 
eral service for 1885, and the general financial statement of the appropriations for 
** improving Mississippi River ''^ from July 1, 1882, to September 30, 1884. 
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Col. aad Bvt. M%|. Gen. Quinct A. Gillmore, Corps of Engineers, President, 33 West 

Houston street, New York. 
ldeat« Col. and Bvt. Brig. Gen. Cyrus B. Combtock, Corps of Engineers, 33 West Hous- 

toi> street, New York. 
If aj. Charlks R. Suter, Corps of Engineers, 1415 Washington avenue. Saint Louis. 
Hkkrt Mitchell, civil engineer, United States Coast and Geodetic Survey, 9 Pem- 

berton Sqnare, Boston. 
B. M. Harkod. civil engineer, Cotton Exchange building, New Orleans. 
Hon. BOBBRT 8. Taylor, P. O. box 1648, Fort Wayne, lud. 
8. W. VKRQVBOVf civil engineer, Greenville, Miss. 
First Lieut. Smith S. Leach, Corps of Engineers, secretary, 28S8 Washington avenue. 

Saint Louis. 

THE COUMITTBE ON CONSTRUCTION. 

Messrs. Gillmore, Comstock, Sutbr, and Harrod. 

Capt. Joseph H. Willard, Corps of Engineers, secretary and assistant, 2653 Olive 
street, Saint Louis. 

officers of engineers in charge of districts. 

Des Moines Rapids to Illinois Rivera 165 miUs, 
C*pt. Earnest H. Ruffner, Quincy, 111. 

Illinois River to Ohio River, 245 miles, 
Mi^. Oswald H. Ernst, custom-house. Saint Louis. 

First district, Ohio River iofoot of Inland No, 40 {Plum Point Reach), 220 miles. 
r!«i»t. John G. D. Knight, custom-house, Cairo, 111., and Elmot, Ark. 
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Second distrietf foot of Island No, 40 to White Miver (Memphis Beach)^ 160 miles, 
Capt. Clinton B. Sears, Bethell Block, Memphis, Tenn. 

Third district, WhiU River to Warrenton, Miss. (Lake Providence Reach), 220 miles. 
Captain Sears, Memphis, Tenn., and Wilson's Point, La. 

Fourth district, Warrenton to Head of Passes, 484 miles. 
Haj. Amos Sticknet, 3 Soath Rampart street. New Orleans. 

General service estimates for 1885. 



One large tow-boat, iron hnll . 
One small tow-boat, iron hall 



Genetal repairs to plant 

Bxtraordinary repurs to plant 



Knnning eipenses : 

Steamer MiaaiBsippi, 5 months, at $3,800 . . 
Steamer Mlnnetonka, 10 months, at $3,800 
New large tow-boat, 8 months, at $3, 800 . . 
Now small tow-boat, 8 months, at $2,600 .. 



Fuel for eeneral service steamboats : 

Mississippi, 150 days, at 600 bushels a day, 90,000 bnahels. 
Minnetonxa, 300 days, at 800 bnshels a day, 240,000 bnshels. 
New large, 240 days, at 800 bnshels a da^*, 192,000 bnshels. 
New small, 240 days, at 400 bnshels a day, 96,000 bnshels. 



618,000 bnshels, at cents ... 
Cost of loading, 1 cent per bnshel . 

Office salaries, rent, and contingencies. 

Care of fleet and property 

Administration and inspection 



618,000 



Total 



$80,000 00 
30,000 00 



12,000 00 
8,000 00 



$90,000 00 



20,000 00 



18,000 00 
38,000 00 
30,400 00 
20,800 00 



55^620 00 
6,180 00 



12,000 00 
4,600 00 
4,800 00 



$110,000 00 



107.200 00 



61,800 00 



21,000 00 



900,000 00 



Estimated value of the general service plant, September 30, 1884. 

Iron tow-boat Mississippi $60,000 

Wooden tow-boat Minnetonka 37,750 

56 stone barges 84,000 

1 pumping boat 1,300 

1 store boat 950 



Total 181,000 



Statement of purchases made on requisition from districts. 

First district : 

Subsistence and general supplies, value about $34,000. 

1,240,000 pounds of galvanized bteel wire. 

104,392 bushels of Pittsburgh coal. 
Second district : 

41,879 bushels of Pittsburgh coal. 
Third district : 

121,262 bushels of Pittsburgh coal. 

210,000 pounds of galvanized steel wire. 

Subsistence and general supplies, value about $22,000. 
Fourth district: 

Steam launch, $3,500. 
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Movement of stone. 



RecelTed (Vom Mississippi qaarrles: 

November 1 to December 26, 1883 cabio yards 

April 1 to September 30, 1884 do.. 

Raeeived from Ohio qnarries : 

November 1 to December 26, 1883 do.. 

April 1 to September 30, 1884 do.. 



Delivered to first district : 

November 1 to December 26, 1883 do... 

April 1 to September 30, 1884 do... 

DeHvere<1 to second district : 

Noveral>er 1 to Decemlier 26, 1883 do... 

April 1 to September 30, 1884 do... 

Delivered to third district: 

November 1 to December 26, 1883 do... 

April 1 to September 30, 1884 do... 

Delivered to fourth district: In September, 1884 do 

On the way to fourth district, September 30, 1884 do 

Collected at the fleet at Cairo, September 30, 1884 do 

Total amount furnished, delivered, and on the way, November 1, 1883, 
to September 30, 1884 




Expenditures by Capt Clinton B, Sears^ executive officer construction department, Mississippi 
JRirer Commissionf from November 1, 1883, to February 29, 1884, on account appropria- 
tion for improving Mississippi Biver, from aUotmenta to the various reaches. 



Character of expenditure. 



Administration and inspection 

Care of pnblic property 

Fuel 

Office outfit 

Material and supplies 

Labor 

Plant and outfit 

Repairs to plant 

Subsistence 

Transportation 

General service 



Total 



New 
Madrid 
Reach. 



$1,231 06 



1,231 06 



Plum Point 
Reach. 



$722 82 

210 59 

8,7i»3 24 



23. 319 11 



280 31 

3, 640 76 

3,268 87 

10, 034 82 

19, 095 13 



63,365 15 



Memphis 
Reach. 



$240 82 
114 97 



31 03 
1,374 73 



82 46 
2.776 36 



4, 620 37 



Lake Prov- 
idence. 
Reach. 



$615 52 

154 04 

2,266 40 

7 50 

28, 107 19 

5, 878 30 

296 11 

], 630 41 

2,852 14 

11. 116 76 

18,711 41 



71, 525 78 



Improv- 
ing har- 
bor at 
New Or- 
leans. 



$14 00 



3,279 75 
10 62 
42 50 



256 99 



3,603 86 



Total. 



$1, 479 16 

493 60 

6,049 64 

7 50 

54, 706 05 

5,888 92 

649 95 

6,645 90 

6, 121 01 

21,400 53 

41,813 96 



144,816 22 



Expenditures hy Capt, Clinton B. Sears^ secretary committee on constructionf Mississippi 
hirer Commissionf on account appropriation for improving Mississippi Biver, from 
altotment for general sermcCy from March 1, to April 11, 1884. 

Office expenses $819 ."6 

Care of pnblic property (545 (3 

Expenaes steamer MissisBippi 2,605 55 

Es[»en«e8 steanier Minnetonka *4l,0*25 50 

Expenses steamer Etherid^e 5, 53^ ^5 

Expenses steamer Jack Frost l*i S5 

Towage and transportation ^2 50 

Administration and inspection 5^8 67 

Total 51.2t8 91 



Includes $40,000 purchase money. 
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JCrpenditurett by Capt J. H, WiUard^ secretary committee on construction, Mississippi Biwr 
Commission^ on account appropriation for improving Mississippi River, from allotment 
for general service, from April 12 to September 30, 1884. 

Ofllce expenses $4,789 63 

Fuel 20,224 07 

Coal fleet and care of publio property ' 2,225 75 

Steamer MisBissippi 14,161 47 

Steamer Minnetonka 14,546 35 

Steamer Etheridge 1,193 39 

Steamer Jack Frost 1,799 31 

Steamer Pearl 2,858 40 

Towage and transportation 1,565 68 

Admimstration and inspection 1,906 58 

Miscellaneous : 3,836 25 

Total 69,106 78 

Classified summary of expenditures on account appropriation for improving Mississippi 
River, general service, from November 1, 18^, to September 30, 1884. 

Services $50,401 62 

Plant and outfit 41,106 99 

Fuel 31.856 01 

Repairs to plant 13,001 06 

Transportation and charter 9,560 63 

Subsistence 8,753 00 

Supplies and material 4,495 25 

Mileage and traveling expenses 1,120 56 

Kent and repairs &.. 770 lib 

Telegrams 333 09 

Stationery 205 94 

Care of public property 184 80 

Fuel for Capt. C. B. Sears ^121 65 

Fuel aud gas (office) 117 49 

Wat er and ice (office) S^i 06 

Office furniture and outfit ^ 78 17 

• 

Total 162,189 65 

Expetiditures under general service for plant and permanent outfit, apportioned equally he- 
tween the first, second, and third distHots, and operating expenses divided according to miU- 
age service performed. 

For New Madrid Reach $1,231 06 

For Plum Point Reach 60,120 63 

For Memphis Reach 34,394 50 

For Lake Providence Reach 66,443 46 

Total 162,189 6t 

FiXANGIAL STATBMENT. 

November 1, 1883, to September 30, 1884. 
aENBBAL SBBVICE. 



Prawn from Treasury 

Expended 

Balance on hand September 80, 1884 



By Captain 
Sears. 



ByCaptain 
tV^iUard. 



$75. 000 00 $107, 000 00 
42. 282 07 I 78. 143 62 



Total 



$182,000 M 
120, 375 m 



t32.767 03 28,856 84 , 61,624 SI 



*A. R. ]851-*50. 

tTransferred to Captoin WiUard April U. 1884. 
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Apportionment of expenditures by general service March 1, 1884, to September 30, 1884. 

Plnrn Point Reach $41,025 50 

Memphis Reach aud Harbor 31,618 14 

Lake Providence Reach 47.732 05 



Total 120,375 69 



Allotment third and fourth appropriations 392, 000 00 

Transferred from Plam Point and Lake Providence allotment $10,000 

each 20,000 00 

ToUl 412,000 00 

Drawn 182,000 00 



Balance inJTreasnry September 30, 1884., 230,000 00 

Balance injhand September 30, 1884 61,624 31 

Available September 30, 1884 291,624 31 

Allotted for construction of new plant 150, 000 00 

Estimated expenditures to December 31, 1884 31, 594 43 

Estimated balance December 31, 1884 110,029 88 

Add deposit for sale of fael 11 25 

Estimated amount available for conducting general service January 1, 

1885 110,041 13 



PLTTH POINT REACH. 



Balance on band November 1, 1883 
Drawn from Trea«nry 



Total to be aoconnted for 
Bxpended 



Balanoe on hand September 30, 1884. 



By Captains 

soars and 

WUlard. 



$25, 365 15 
79,025 50 



104,390 65 
104,890 65 



By Captain 
Knigbt. 



$85. 507 74 
593.500 00 



670, 007 74 1 
520,283 86 



158,723 88 



Total. 



$110. 872 80 
672. 525 50 

783,398 89 
624,674 51 



158,7*23 88 



Balance in Treasury November 1, 1883 |51,000 00 

Transferred from unallotted balance, second appropriation 77, 000 00 

Allotments from third and fourth appropriations 700, 000 00 

Proportion for general service 41,025 50 

Total 869,025 50 

Transferred to general service |10,000 00 

Transferred to Atchafalaya Front 9,000 00 

Transferred to Tensas Front, fourth district 16, 000 00 

35.000 00 



Amount available for the year 834,025 50 

Drawn 672,525 50 



Balance in Treasury September 30, 1884 161,500 00 

Balance in hand 158,723 88 



Available September 30, 1884 320,223 88 

Estimated expenses to December 31, 1884 243,514 15 

BaUnce 76,709 73 

Deposit for loss of property 20 00 

Estimated amount available for conducting work and care of property 

January 1, 1885 76,729 TJ 
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K£W MADRID REACH. 



Balance on hand November 1, 1883 
Bxpended 



Balance available September 80, 1884. 



By Captiun 
Sears. 



$2,427 84 
1, 231 06 



*1,1»6 78 



By Captain 
Knight. 



$1, 001 06 
66 74 



»44 31 



Total 



$3.428 89 
1,287 80 



2,141 0» 



* Transferred to Captain Knight March 31, 1884. 
MEMPHIS REACH. 



Balance on hand KoTomber 1, 1883 
Drawn from Treasury 



Total to be accounted for 
Bxpended 



Balance on hand September 30, 1884. 



By Captains 

Sears and 

WiUacd. 



$4,620 36 
31, 618 14 



36,288 60 
37,234 68 



—996 18 



B 



y Mi^Jor 
Miller. 



$10, 110 00 
98,000 00 



TotaL 



$23,730 36 
129, 618 14 



117,110 00 
85,487 73 



153, 348 50 
122,722 41 



^31, 622 27 



30, 626 09 



* Transferred to Captain Sears. 

Drawn from Treasury $121,730 36 

Drawn from Treasury for general service 31,618 14 

Total to be accounted for 153,348 50 

Expended 122,722 41 

Balance in hand September 30, 1884 30,626 09 

Balance in Treasury November 1, 1883 3:^.000 00 

Allotments from third appropriation 90,000 00 

Proportion for general service 31,618 14 

Total 154,618 14 

Drawn 129,618 14 



Balance in Treasury September 30, 1884 25,000 00 

Balance in hand September 30, 1884 30, 626 09 

Available September 30, 1884 55,626 09 

Estimated expenditures to December 31, 1884 30,626 09 

Estimated amount available for conducting work and care of property- 
January 1, 1885 25,000 OO 

MBMPHIg HABBOR. 



Brawn from Treasury 
Bxpended 



Balance in hand September 30, 1884 



By Mi^or 
MiUer. 



$40, 000 00 
28, 102 74 



*11,8»7 26 



By Captain 
Sears. 



$130, 000 00 I 
42, 685 39 ! 



87, 314 61 



Total. 



$170, OOO OO 
70,788 13 

90,211 87 



* Transferred to Captain Sears. 
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Allotment from fourth appropriation $200,000 00 

Drawn from Treasury 170,000 OO 

Balance in Treasury 30,000 00 

Balance in hands of disbursing officer 99,211 87 

Available September 30, 1884 129,211 87 

Estimated expenses to Deeember 31, 1884 129.211 67 

SURVEY OF HELENA REACH. 

Balance available November 1, 1883 $488 71 

Expended 488 71 

Available September 30, 1884 000 00 

LBVBB AT LONG LAKE. 

Drawn from Treasury $1,000 OO 

Expended 15 55 

Balance in hand 984 45- 

Allotment from fourth appropriation 15, 000 00 

Drawn 1,000 00 

Balance in Treasury 14,000 00 

Balance in hand 984 45 

Available September 30, 1884 14,984 45 

Estimated expenses to December 31, 1884 14,984 45 

OPOSSUM FORK LEVEE. 

Allotment, $25,000, none of which has been drawn or expended. 
Estimated expenditures to December 31, 1884 $25,000 OO 

VICKSBITRa HARBOR. 



• 


By Captain 
Sears. 


By Captain 
MarabalL 


Total. 


BabtDce on hand KoTember 1. 1883 --...- 




$5,477 60 
5.585 58 


$5,477 60 
30,585 58 


Drawn 


$26,000 00 




Total to be accounted for 


25,000 00 
17,571 51 


11,063 18 
7,770 08 


86, 063 I» 
25, 342 49 


Expended 




Balance available September 30. 1884 


7,428 49 


"3, 292 20 


10,720 f» 





* Transferred to Captain Sears. 

Available November 1, 1883 $55,477 60 

Allotment from fourth appropriation 25,000 00 

Total 80,477 60 

Transferred to Lake Providence $42,295 00 

Transferred to Delta Point 2,119 42 

44, 414 4'i 

Balance 36,063 18 

Expended , 25,342 49 

Available September 30, 1884 10,720 69 

£8timat«d expenses to December 31, 1884 10,720 69 
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LAKE PBOVIDENCE REACH. 



ByCaplftins 

Scare and 

WUIard. 



Balance on hand Ifovember 1, 1888 
Drawn from Treaaory 



Total to be aoconnted for 
Expended 



Balanoe in hand September 30, 1884 



$4,700 78 
612, 557 05 



617,267 88 
606,589 40 



11, 718 48 



By Captain 
HarsnaU. 



$14, 027 15 
224.870 00 



239,207 15 
187, 652 16 



*61,744 90 



Total. 



$10,827 98 
787,227 06 



756,564 98 
898,091 56 



63,463 42 



* Transferred, to Captain Sears. 

Balance in Treasury November 1, 1883 $137,000 00 

Transferred firom unallotted balance of second appropriation 67, 200 00 

Transferred fk'om allotment for Vioksburg Harbor 42, 295 00 

Allotted from third and fourth appropriations 700, 000 00 

Proportion for general service 47,732 05 

ToUl 994,227 05 

Transferred to general service $10,000 00 

Transferred to Tensas Front, third district 10,000 00 

Transferred to Yazoo Front, third district 10, 000 00 

Transferred to Atchafalaya Front, fourth district 27, 000 00 

57,000 00 

Balance 937,227 05 

Drawn from Treasury 737,227 05 

Balance in Treasury 200,000 00 

Balance in hand 63,463 42 

Available September 30, 1884 263,463 42 

Add deposit for sale of fuel 29 25 



Estimated expenses to December 31, 1884 238,492 67 



Estimated balance available for work and care of property January 1, 1885 . 25, 000 00 

liTEW ORLEANS HARBOR. 



Balance in hand Norember 1, 1888 
Drawn ftrom Treasury 



Total to be aoconnted for 
Expended 



Balanoe in hand September 80, 1884 



By Captain 
Sears. 



$8,480 11 
8.000 00 



By Major 
Stiokney. 



—05,877 10 
90,000 00 



18,430 11 
8,008 88 



84,422 00 
80,871 08 



TotaL 



02,858 01 
98,000 00 



100,868 01 
63,975 84 



M2,826 25 



H080 92 36,879 17 



* Transferred to Ki^or Stiokney. 

Balance in Treasury November 1, 1883 $106,525 90 

Drawn from Treasury 98,000 00 

Balance in Treasury 8,525 90 

Balance in hand 36,877 17 



Available September 30, 1884 45,403 07 

Estimated expenses to December 31, 1884 45,403 07 

8AI2rr FRANCIS FRONT, FIRST DISTRICT. 

Available November 1. 1883 $1,687 09 

Expended 1,560 20 



Balance available September 30, 1884 126 8D 
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SAINT FRANCIS FRONT, SECOND DISTRICT. 

Available November 1, 1883 $787 07 

Expended 787 07 

Balance available September 30, 1884 000 00 

MOUTH OP RED MVER. 



Balance In band November 1, 1883 
Prawn from Treaanry 



By Captain 
Sears. 



$571 26 



Total to be aoooonted for 
Expended 



Balance in band September 30, 1884 



571 26 



*571 26 



By Mi^or 
Stiokney. 



ToUl. 



—#14, 729 52 •-•14, 158 28 
61, 000 00 61, 000 Of 



46, 270 48 
28, 632 38 



17, 688 16 



46, 841 74 
28,632 82 



18,209 42 



* Transferred to H^Jor Stiokney. 

Balance in Treasury November 1, 1883 $53,000 00 

Allotment from foarth appropriation 12, 290 00 

Total 65,290 00 

Drawn...: 61,000 00 



Balance in Treasury 4,290 00 

Balance in hand 18,209 42 



Available September 30, 18-4 • 22,499 42 

Estimated expenses to December 31, 1884 17,499 42 

Estimated amount available for carrying on work and care of property 
January 1, 1885 5,000 00 

NATCHEZ AND VIDALIA. 

Available November 1, 1884 $5,331 42 

Expended 2.658 50 

Balance available September 30, 1884 2,672 92 

Estimated expenses to December 31, 1884 1,672 92 

Estimated amount available for conducting work and care of property 
January 1, 1885 1,000 00 

OBSERVATIONS AT CARROLLTON. 

The observations are bein^ carried on with an allotment from the appropriation for 
the Mississippi River Commission. 



SURVEY OP UNLRVEED FRONTS IN THE THIRD DISTRICT. 

Available November 1, 1883 1503 04 

Expended 502 53 



Balance available September 30, 1884 



51 



SURVEY OF UKLBVBBD FRONTS IN THE FOURTH DISTRICT. 

Drawn $1,000 00 

Expended 902 12 



Balance available September 30, 1884 

Estimated expenses to December 31, 1884 



97 88 
97 86 
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SURVEY OF CUBITT'S GAP. 

Available November 1, 1883 $162 86 

Expended 000 00 

Balance available September 30, 1884 168 b6 

DBLTA POINT, LOUISIANA. 

Available November 1, 1883 $7 64 

Transferred from Yicksbnrg Harbor 2,119 42 

Total 2,127 06 

Expended 2,127 06 

Balance September 30, 1884 000 00 

CHOCTAW BEND SURVEY. 

Available November 1, 1883 : $1,320 14 

Expended 000 00 

Balance available September 30, 1884 1,320 14 

This survey has been completed. 

CUT-OFF AT TARPLEY. 

Allotment from third appropriation $3,000 00 

Transferred to Yazoo Front, third district 3,0C0 00 

Available September 30, 1884 000 00 

LEVEES, SECOND DISTRICT. 

Yazoo Front, 

Balance available November 1, 1883 $1,117 75 

Expended 1,117 75 

Available September 30, 1884 «. 000 00 

All this allotment has been drawn. 

THIRD DISTRICT. 

Tensa8 Front 



Balance in hand November 1, 1883. 
Drawn 



Total to be accoonted for 
Expended 



Balance in hand September 30, 1884 



By Captain 
Sears. 



$25,000 00 



By Captain 
ItohaU. 



$37,683 61 
40,000 00 



25,000 00 
7,258 04 



17,741 96 



77,683 51 
63,230 00 



*li, 444 51 



* Transferred to Captain Sears. 



Total. 



$37, 683 51 
65,000 00 



102,683 51 
70,497 04 



32,186 47 



Balance in Treasury November 1, 1883 $20,000 00 

Allotted from third appropriation 10,000 00 

Transferred from Lake Providence 10,000 00 

Allotted from fourth appropriation. 50,000 00 

Total 90,000 00 

Drawn from Treasury 65,000 00 

Balance in Treasury 25,000 00 

Balance in hand.. 32, 18() 47 



Available September 30, 1884 57,186 47 

Estimated expenses to December 31, 1884 57,166 47 
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YAZOO PRONT. 



Balaooe on hand Norember 1, 1883. 
Drawn 



Totid to be aoconnted for 
Expended 



Balance In hand September 30, 1884 



By Captain 
Seara. 



$28,000 00 



By Captain 
U. 



ByCaptal 
Marshall 



$20, 213 68 



23,000 00 
7, 449 12 



20, 213 68 
22, 170 31 



15,650 88 



Total. 



$20,218 68 
23,000 00 



43, 213 68 
29, 610 48 



— *1, 056 63 



13,504 25 



'Tianafeired to Captain Sears. 

Transferred from Lake Providence $10,000 00 

Transferred from cnt-off at Tarpley ! 3,000 00 

Allotment from fourth appropriation 20,000 00 

Total 33,000 00 

Drawn 23,000 00 



Balance in Treasury 10,000 00 

Balance in hand 13,594 25 



Available September 30, 1884 23,594 25 

Estimated expenses to December 31, 1884 1 23,594 25 



FOURTH DISTRICT. 



Aichafalaya Front, 

Available November 1, 1883 $7,052 78 

Drawn 24,000 00 



Total 31,052 78 

Expended... 23,961 18 



Balance on hand 



7,091 60 



Transferred from Plum Point 9,000 00 

Transferred from Lake Providence 27,000 00 



Total 36,000 00 

Drawn 24,000 00 



Balance in Treasury a 

Balance in hand , 



12,000 00 
7,091 60 



Available September 30, 1884 19,091 60 

Estimated expenses to December 31. 1884 19,091 60 

Twos Front, 

Available November 1, 1883 $174,529 19 

Drawn 21,000 00 



Total 195.529 19 

Expended 192,555 82 



Balance in Treasury. 



2,973 37 



Allotted from third appropriation 5,000 00 

Transferred from Plum Point 16,000 00 

Allotted from fourth appropriation 90,000 00 

Total 111,000 0« 

Drawn 21,000 00 



Balance in Treasury 90,000 09 

Balance in hand 2,973 37 
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Available September 30, 1884 ^,973 37 

EBtimated expenses to December 31, 1884 92,973 37 



Total balance in hand November 1, 1883 (levees) 2:«),59(; 91 

Drawn.... 144,000 00 



Total 374,51»6 91 

Expended 317,766 77 

Balance in band 56,830 14 



Balance in Treasury November 1, 1883 30,000 OO 

Transferred from Plum Point 25,000 00 

Transferred from Lake Providence 47,000 00 

Transferred from Tarpley Cut-off 3,000 OO 

Allotted from third appropriation . .» 15,000 00 

Allotted from fourth appropriation 200,000 00 

Total 320,000 00 

Drawn 144,000 00 



Balance in Treasury 176,000 00 

Balance in hand 56,830 14 

Available September 30, iaS4 232,830 14 

Estimated expenses to December 31, 1884 232,830 14 

I>KS MOINES RAPIDS TO ILUN0I8 RIYBR. 

Balance from former appropriations July 1, 1884 $12, 663 38 

Allotment, act approved July 5, 1884 200,000 00 

Total 212,663 38 

Expended 30.914 73 

Balance September 30, 1884 181,748 65 

Estimated expenses to December 31, 1884 71,748 65 

Estimated balance for work and care of property to Janoaiy 1, 1885 110, 000 00 

lUJNOIS RIVER TO OHIO RIVER. 

Balance from former appropriations July 1, 1884 |9, 969 15 

Allotment, act approved July 5, 1884 470,000 00 

Total 479.969 15 

Expended 65,450 56 

Balance September 30, 1884 414,518 49 

Estimated expenses to December 31, 1884 147,472 37 

Estimated balance for work and care of property January 1, 1685 267, 040 12 

PROTECTION OF EASTERLY BAKE OF lOSSISSIPFI, NEAR CAIRO. 

Allotment, act approved July 5, 1884 |50,000 00 

Expended 5.408 91 

Balance September 30, 1884 44.591 (I9 

Estimated expenses to December 31, 1884 18,591 09 

Estimated balance for work and care of property to January 1, 1884 26, 000 00 

Kespectfnlly submitted. 

J. H. WILLARD, 
Captain of KnginetrB, 
Secretary Commiltee on Construction, MisHsnppi Biter Commission. 

First Lieut. Smith 8. Leach, 

Corps of Engineers, /Secretary Minsissippi River Commimon, 

2o28 Washington Avenue, Saint Louis, Mo, 
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Appendix F. 

risport op captain j. g. d. knight, corps of engineers, upon operations in 

the first district. 

United States Engineer Office, 

Cairoy IIL, October '45, 1884. 

Sir : I submit the following report of operations in the Ist district, Mississippi 
River, between November 1, 1883, and October 1, 1884. 

SAINT FRANCIS FRONT. 

There has bee'h platted the location of the line of levees along so much of this front 
as lies in this district. In addition an alternate line has been run a distance of 8.75 
miles from Mill Bayoa to the vicinity of Barfield, which avoids caving banks, is not 
too remote from the river, and substitutes the closing of a small slough for that of 
Mill Bayou, thus leaving the latter free for the floating out of timber, a business 
whose prosecution, if interrupted, would endanger the levee. 

STATEMENT. 

Allotment $5,000 00 

Expended November 1, 1883 |3,312 91 

Expended November 1, 1883, to October 1, 1884 1,560 20 

4,873 11 

Bal&nce on hand October 1, 1884 ^-. 126 S» 

NEW MADRID REACH. 

February 4, 1884, a preliminary project for the improvement of 33.5 miles of this 
reach was submitted, involving the expenditure of $179,675 for plant and $1,453,000 
for construction work. With the experience gained in the Plum Point Reach, it is 
thought that the estimated cost of construction should be increased. Moreover, with 
the many changes continuing on this reach, so much of the project as related to dike 
work bhould now be moditied, and that relating to bank protection extended. Cav- 
ing in the vicinity of Darnell's continues with great rapidity, and a water-spout bas- 
so gullied the front of New Madrid as to render it less able than ever to withstand 
the cutting action of the river. This season, however, navigation through the reach 
has been attended with much less difficulty than last. 

STATEMENT. 

Allotment, less retransfers to other allotments $S^12, 500 00* 

Expended November 1, 1883 $209,071 11 

Expended November 1, 1883, to October 1, 1884 1, 287 80 

210,358 91 

Balance October 1, 1884 ....^ 2,141 0^ 

PLUM POINT REACH. 

Though this reach, as defined by the Commission, is 40 miles long, work of improve- 
neot has been limited to that portion of the reach bounded up-stream by Gold Dust 
Landing and down-stream by Yankee Bar, a distance of 13 miles. Within these liniita 
seven different construction parties have been at work, and the reports of the various 
chiefs are attached. Brief reference will now be made to each of the localities occu- 
pied by these parties, taking them in tlieir down -stream order. 

Gold DnBt dikes, — The condition of this work, November 1, 1^8.S, is set forth in the re- 
port of the Mi8si^sippi River Commission, 18Ki (p&ge :^'), and plate 37). ItM pre-ent 
condition is shown iu Plate IX. Ah at present projected, it is thought this work will be 
completed belore the coming high water. Damage f o the main dike and cross-dikes was 
done as described in the reports of Assistant Engineers Friih and Geuder (Appendices 
F 1, and F 3). Heavy iills have occurred immediately behind the main and cross 
dikes, which at some places are 30 feet above low-water level; the curve of low 
water closes below No. 5, a deposit of 12 feet having taken place since October, lri.-'3. 
The openings unavoidably left iu upper dikes to give access to lower unfinished ones, 
served at high water to give admission to heavy drift, and, on a failling river. ti> de- 
velop heavy scour through Eliuot Chute; the drift was detrimental to unfinished 
work. The main dike has been reinforced by a row of piling in its front. No at- 
tempts have been made to close Dikes 4 and 5, and that to close 3 was abandoned. To 
continue it would have been to risk failure to close all openings above it; while its 
closure was not deemed essential to the turning from Eimot Chute of the flow of 
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the river in its lower stages. The report of Assistant Engineer George W. Gender 
fnlly describes the operations since last report, and is of interest as showing bow 
difficulties, which might well have disconraged, were intelligently met and overcome. 
Attention is invited to the maps of Assistant Engineer Craig, snowing condition of 
river in vicinity of Gold Dust October, 1884 (Plate VI), and comparisonsof this with 
its condition October, 1883 (Plate V). 

Fletcher's Field Revetment {Plate X). — This is to extend eventually from Mill Bayou 
down to near the head of Upper Osceola Chute; 493 running feet of mattress, 175 feet 
wide, is in place, and 800 feet of narrower mattress ; tbe object of the latter, narrower 
mattress, having been to check disastrous caving promptly ; 2,000 feet of high-water 
prot-ection is partially laden with stone, and there is a reasonable prospect that at 
all points where work lias been commenced, the end of the season will find the 
work completed in its details as far as it extends. The coutinnitv of this work is in- 
terrupted by a heavi ly interlaced mass of fallen timber. As far as the power of the boat 
would admit, this was removed by the snag-boat John B. Meigs, temporarily placed at my 
•disposal by Maj. A. M. Miller, Corps of Engineers. U. S. A. ; for the heavier mass, it is 
hoped, and by tbe engineer officer in charge of the Mississippi River snag-boats 
deemed probable, that the services of one of the heaviest snag-boats conld be secured 
to remove so much of the rack-heap as was too heavy for tne Meigs. Besides this, 
trouble arises, as at Bnllerton Tow-head, from seepage. The maximum caving in this 
bend between October, 1883, and May, 1884, occurred at range 33|, and amounted to 
700 feet. 

Osceola Upper atid Lower hare. — On pages 366-369, Report of Mississippi River Com- 
mission, 1883, is shown tbe condition November 1, 1883, of the dikes' and bank protec- 
tion near these bars. Since then Dikes 1 and 2 have needed little att^'ntion. Tbe 
mass of drift in front of No. 1 was consolidated by the rise of the river and increased ; 
the first deposit near the dike, not rising with the water, the rest floating over and 
lodging upon it, and more in front of it. The low- water shore-line now comes in front 
of the line of the dike, as shown in the sketch of Assistant Engineer W. L. 3<)<ldou 
(Plate XII). Behind the dike the chute is dry at a 10-foot stage, and for two-thirds 
•of its width filled nearly to the height of the adjacent tow-head, and covered with a 
growth of young willows. Dike No. 3 has been closed, and repairs made at the end 
where the river tended to flank it. Thirty acres of drift are now accumulated above 
it. No revetment work has been done on the upper bar. By December 26, 1883, 2,663 
linear feet of mattress, about 150 feet wide, had been sunk in front of the lower bar. 
The supply of material did not render practicable the resumption of work here until 
last August, when it was found neoessarv to add at the head a mattress 1,337 teet 
long, to connect the earlier mattress with the shore. Tbe bank above all mattress 
work is now graded to a slope of 1 on from 2^ to 3^, and 972 linear feet are revetted 
with brush. It is not doubted that Assistant Engineer Seddon will have the revetment 
work well up with the mattress work by the end of the season. His report for this 
section of the reach is attached (F. 4;. 

Osceola No, 4 — This dike had been approximately located near the foot of Osceola 
Chut«, but a survey in the spring of this year indicating a tendency of the river to 
«ut across the foot of Osceola Chute and thence into Bnllerton Chute, I changed the 
location to just below tbe foot of Osceola Bar, parallel to and 100 feet above range 
48^. Its length is 2,450 feet. The construction of the Arkansas end of this dike was 
rendered difficult by the river's taking the expected turn. Caving commenced at the 
blink and heavy scour set in across the dike location, giving a depth of water of 50 
feet, which, however, was somewhat avoided by an offset in the dike. Large accumu- 
lations of drift have occurred above the Arkansas end of the dike during the recent 
rise ; during Auffust and Sept-ember a fill between the rows of the dike of from 5 to 20 
feet has taken place, and one of 15 feet 100 feet behind the dike. No scour nor tend- 
•ency to the same has been discovered. 

The report of Superintendent James M. Riley, hereto attached (Appendix F 5 and 
Plate XI), gives a clear, concise statement of difflonlties encountered and largely by 
his persistent energy overcome. 

Bullerton Tow-hma, — At dat-e of last report in this vicinity the revetment of tb« 
tow-head required for its completion 500 feet of mattress, 2,700 of revetment, and much 
distribution of stone. It has since been completed, but repeated repairs have been 
and still are necessary. I estimate that at the present time 750 feet need repairs 
which in extent will amount to renewing the revetment or high- water nrotection. 
These repairs can not be considered general, for the general conaition of tiie work ia 
^ood; but are confined mainly to special localities where their need recurs, and 
where seepage prevails. The total protection is 8,700 feet long ; the repairs therein 
made during Jane and Jaly, 1884, required 1,391 linear feet of mattress, 45 to 50 feet 
wide, 1,105 linear feet of revetment and 1,004 of grading. In July it was found to 
be possible to undertake Ballerton Dike No. 2, which I definitely located at the Sana 
Sonci section of the chute. Later work was started on the closure of No. 1, of necessity 
left nnfinished, last year's only practicable low-water channel being down the chnte. 
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The change of direction required by deep water in No. 1 last season being no longer 
needed, it will be completed on the line of direction of the tow-head portion. Openings 
through both Nos. 1 and 2 were necessary to give access to Osceola No. 4, but orders 
have been given to leave drivers at No. 4 with a supply of material and close No. 1. 
At a higher stage these drivers can be gotten out; tne season is too nearly at an end 
to allow of any delay in the completion of the lower cross-dikes. The sites of both 
of these have been mattressed their entire length ; the lower dike will have a tipped 
mattress; the upper will not. 

Superintendent A. J. Nolty's report (Appendix F 6), together with his sketch (Plate 
XIV), shows condition and location of work, which he has administered with energy 
and economy. 

Plum Point Dikes, — ^The plate (Plate XIII) attached sufficiently indicates their 
location and present extent. At the close of last season 3,445 feet of dike had been 
built. October I this had been increased to 15,010 feet. In accordance with pro- 
ie<;t amended by the Commission, cross-dike No. 3 has yet to be extended 100 feet ; 
No. 4, 400 feet; and No. 5, 500 feet. Whether it will be necessary after these exten- 
sions to further extend the entire system remains to be seen. The channel-way re- 
maining varies from 4,000 feet in width at the foot of Bullerton Tow-head to 4,800 feet 
at the head. Still, no extension not already project«'d should be more than considered 
until the work in Bullerton Chute, at the fuot of Lower Osceola Bar, and the repairs 
of Bullerton Tow-head revetment are completed. The dikes so far built have served 
to close one channel to the left of Bullerton Bar, and will, it is hoped, tend to check 
the wearing away of the head of Yankee Bar. 

For details of construction and statement of work accomplished, reference may be 
had to the report of Assistant Engineer S. P. Hatfield (Appendix F 7), whose charge 
of the work has been well administered. 

Craighead Poifit Revetment. — While during previous seasons the necessity of ulti- 
mately revetting Craighead Point from Bullerton Tow 'head down-stream was admitted, 
no immediate urgeucy existed. But this season the bar in front of the Lower Osceola 
Bar, moving down-stream, partially closed the entrance to the channel immediately 
along the front of Bullerton Tow-head, and the water passing mainly around the head 
of Yankee Bar and through Bullerton Bar united to cause rapid caving, both by direct 
assaults and by indirect, the latter arising from the bar formation where these two 
currents met, passing close to the Arkansas shore. Operations were carried on dor* 
mf^ August and September, but were attended with success in August only. Diffi- 
culties encountered during September, arising from current and drift, were not success- 
fully overcome. The location of work done is shown in the sketch attached (Plate 
XV^, and the disasters attending the starting of new mattresses and struggles with 
drirt are set forth in the report of Assistant Engineer F. A. Yeager. (Appendix F 8.) 

Results. — ^These are set forth in the report or Assistaut Engineer N. B. Craig, who 
has had charge of surveys, and has energetically carried them on despite much sick- 
ness of himself and party. Attached to this report are— Plates I and II— a map of 
reach as surveyed May-June, 1884 (2 sheets) ; III, areas of effective low- water cross- 
sections, October, 1881, October, 1883, and May, 1884; and scour and deposit between 
October, 1881, and October, 188;^ ; Plate VII, condition of river in vicinity of Buller- 
ton Tow-head, low water of 1884 ; IV, comparison of this with condition October, 
1883 ; VI, condition of river in vicinity of Gold Dust dikes, low water of 1884 ; V, com- 
parison of this with condition October, 1883. The second shows an increase of ef- 
fective area of low water between October, 1881, and October, 1883, from Gold Dust 
to £lmot, a marked increase at head of Bullerton Chute, and a decided decrease along 
Bnllerton Tow-head, the decrease continuing to Craighead Point. The comparisons 
with Maj^, 1884, are comparisons of low-water stages of 1881 and 1883, with a stage 
of 1884, intermediate between high and low, of interest as showing an increase in 
area of cross-section along the front of Osceola Lower Bar during a high stage. Mr. 
Craig's report also descril^ in general terms the changes in vicinity of Bullerton Bar, 
and gives data of importance concerning locations and extent of caving banks on 
this reach. not>ably a caving of 400 feet on Tennessee shore, 750 feet below range 25 
between October, 188:), and April, 1884; a caving of 700 feet between October, 1883, 
and May, 1884, on Arkansas end of range 33^ ; a recession down -stream between the 
same dates of the head of Yankee Bar, amounting to 740 feet, and a caving of 380 feet 
at Arkansas end of range 63^ between October, 1883, and June, 1884. Four maps 
(Plates VI and VII), relating to Gold Dust and Bullerton, prepared by him, give com- 
pletely the changes between the low waters of 1883 and I8i84, which have occurred in 
the immediate vicinity of dike works. 

Of the discharge observations that of September 15, 1884, shows a discharge throngh 
Bnllerton Chute of 23.7 per cent. ; through the Tennessee Channel, 18.3 per cent. ; 
through the Bullerton Bar, or middle channel, 31.3 per cent., and along outside of Bnl- 
lerton Tow-head, 26.7 per cent. In other words, at this low water three-fourths of the 
river passed outside of Bullerton Chute: last low- water season only one-half passed 
ontaide. September 15, 1884, the area of Bnllerton Chute discharge section was two- 

H. Ex. 64 14» 
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Bevenths of the sum of the sectiODs of the fonr channels. During August and the 
earlier part of September Bnllertou Bar re established its claim to being an impedi- 
ment to navigation. It was on record as having been snch prior to improvement 
work commencing on this reach ; but, since this commencement, had never so shown 
itself until this summer. Abont H^ feet could be carried through for the time in 
question, but tlie channel was narrow and tortuous, scarcely deserving the name. 
Steamboats lightened, and in broad daylight went aground. This state of affairs con- 
firms me in the belief that the satisfactory depth over Bnllerton Bar during previous 
seasons should not be attributed to works then going on. Not without interest is a 
comparison of the reduced channel depths over BuUerton Bar, shown on Assistant 
Craig's outline map of May- June, 1884 (Plate II), and the depths as shown on his 
map of same vicinity at low water of 1884. 

The low- water survey of next season and of 1886 may be expected to indicate 
whether or no advance Is being made in securing a satisfactory low* water channel 
along the front of Bnllerton Tow-head. This season all that can be claimed for the 
dikes is that they assisted in removing obstacles to low-water navigation two or three 
weeks earlier than nature, unaided, removed them elsewhere in the river. Next season, 
I believe, they will materially aid in preventing their recurrence. 

The details of cost to date of work so far performed at the various stations are given 
in the following table. 

In the case of BuUerton Tow-head Revetment the cost of completed work, per linear 
foot of bank, is given ; bnt the cost of completed protection and dike- work cannot yet 
be given in case of the other works yet incomplete. 

Estimated oost of works of oonsimction near Plum Point, Tmti,, to Oeioher I, 1884. 



Work. 


Labor on 

oonatmo* 

tion. 


Material 

for oon- 

stmction. 


Subtlatenoe. 


Repair, 

eoata, and 

ontat of 

plant. 


Care of 
proper^. 


Towage 

and 
steamers. 


Askport Bank Bevetment .. 
Gold Diut Dikes 


$6,140 72 

110,018 50 

16^885 48 

0,035 44 
0,129 06 

81,866 40 
5^000 27 

16.886 48 

17,82180 
14,0U70 
11,001 68 
42,836 34 
62,788 02 
5,388 80 


$6,04146 

107,703 66 

16,04101 

8,846 48 
8,067 14 

80,707 08 
4.003 97 

16,041 01 

16,067 64 
18,749 44 
10, 770 40 
41,086 70 
61,414 20 
6,270 62 


$2,862 27 

60,984 66 

0.076 42 

5,004 48 
6.066 29 
17,872 02 
8,774 48 
9,076 42 

9,604 02 
7,778 92 
6.008 48 
28,725 71 
34,745 82 
2,08198 


$8,120 51 

178,488 94 

26^887 97 

14,247 80 
14,395 46 
49,461 26 
7,890 04 
2^837 07 

27,814 48 
22.146 83 
17.348 86 
67,547 88 
06,022 56 
8,460 62 


$1,091 71 

28,429 18 

8.478 66 

1,868 40 
1,882 14 
6,640 56 
1,061 96 
3,473 67 

8,673 17 
2,977 48 
2,882 31 
0.08127 
18,299 28 
1,14184 


$4,422 22 
94.474 92 
14,070 70 

7.759 60 
7 839 40 


Plet«ber's Field Revetment 

OaoeolA: 

Upper dike ■ 

iuddledike 


Croeedike ---r---T 


26b 985 35 


Upper Bar Bevetment . . 
Lower Bar Bevetment. . 
BnOerton : 

Haindike 


4,301 60 
14.070 70 

14,874 74 
12,060 60 

9b 447 47 
86,784 83 
58,870 68 

4,628 28 


CroeadikeKo. 1 

Cross dike No. 2 

Tow-bead Revetment. . . 
Plnm Point Bikes 


Oralghead Point Bevetment. 


Totals 


355,800 87 


848, 318 80 107- OSS 7S 


661,058 56 


75^429 08 


366^535 44 









Work. 


General 

administra' 

tion of 

office. 


Survey. 


Misoellane. 
ons. 


Total oost. 


Work cov- 
ered by 
contracts. 


Approzi* 
mate 
cost. 


Asbport Bank Revetment .. 
OolaDnatDlkea -.-.. 


$658 01 

11,814 46 

1,750 58 

070 80 
080 00 

8,868 34 
537 93 

1,750 58 

1,860 18 
1,608 23 
1. 181 38 
4,600 05 
6,736 67 
678 16 


$372 30 
7,054 06 
1,184 56 

663 22 
650 08 

2,267 50 
362 IS 

1,184 56 

1,252 25 
1,015 34 

796 35 
3,006 78 
4,534 23 

380 22 


$237 74 

6,078 75 

756 46 

417 14 

421 47 

1,446 09 

23126 

756 46 

799 69 
648 40 
507 01 
1,077 62 
2,806 16 
248 54 


$37,810 94 

594,898 06 

88,584 84 

48,706 21 
40,800 03 
160,576 68 
27,08164 
88,664 85 

06,646 87 
75,929 80 
60,478 20 
281.586 22 
839, 152 61 
29,106 45 


Linear fsBt, 
2.604 
38,074 
6,150 

7.815 
3,773 
9,437 
3,100 
4.300 

f^305 
1.800 
1,400 
8,700 
15.010 
1,060 


$10 84 
*16 26 


Fletcher's Field Revetment. 
Osceola: 

Unner dike 


14 40 

f6 67 


Middle dike 


tl8 07 


Cross dike 


17 07 


Upper Bar Revetment. . 
Lower Bar Revetment . 
Bnllerton : 

Halndike 


8 74 
20 60 

11 28 


Croaa dike N o. 1 

Cross dike No. 2 

Tow-head Revetment . . . 
Plum Point Dikes 


42 18 

42 48 

U*26 62 

28 60 


Craighead Point Bevetment. 


27 72 


Totals 


38,207 77 


25,721 57 


16,425 60 


1,023,568 48 









* $1.40 repairs. 



t Complete; balance incomplete. 



X $1.67 repairs. 
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Estimated value of plants first district, Mississippi Biver. 



Graft. 



Pflenlriiren ... 
Qnarter-boats . 
Mattrew*boat8 



Gradeni 

Derrick-boats 

Bareee 

Macnine-boat 
Whitehall boats . 

BkiHb 

Lannoh Mineola . 
LaoDoh Titan ia . . 
Steamer Itaaca . . 
Steamer P. Kims 

Total 



No. 



Origioal 
cost. 



37 l$188,715 00 
16 ! 58, 320 00 
8 43, 310 00 



2 
53 
1 
6 
63 
1 
1 
1 
1 



60,464 00 
9,000 00 
118, 145 00 
8.200 00 
339 00 
1.416 50 
3,200 00 
1,500 00 
0,500 00 

11, 740 00 



Craft. 



600, 749 60 



Pile-drivers , 

Quarter-boats * . . . . 
Mattress-boats .... 

Dot 

Graders 

Derriok-boate 

Barges I , 

Macbine-boat ..... 
Whitehall boats... 

Skiifc 

Launch Mineola §. 
Launch l^tania . . . 
Steamer Itasca 
Steamer P. Elms . 



Total. 



No. 



87 
16 
8 
2 
2 
2 
51 
1 
6 



1 
1 
1 



Bstimated 
valne on 

Septemb^ 
30.1884. 



$181,667 00 
29,349 00 
21,968 00 
10,828 00 
42,978 00 

6,586 00 
54,832 00 

5,773 00 
221 00 

1, 210 00 



1,229 00 
9.266 00 
8,918 00 



324,820 00 



*One of the qnarter-boats entirely unfit for nse: $29, 849 represents valne of 15 qoarter-boata. 
1 Two mattress-boats received diuing the period covered by present report. 
I Two barges sunk. 
SSunk. 

The laanch and barges sank were a total loss. The anarter-boat, no longer safe 
afloat, has been floated out on the bank at high water, and now serves as a workshop. 

The number of barges available has proved insufficient. Efforts to charter addi- 
tional ones have not been attended witn much success. For next season's nse more 
barges must be built. Some if not all of these should be iron, as I see no reason why 
they could not be used and thereby effect a considerable saving in the annual expense 
of repair of barges. 

At least one more steamboat will be needed for long towage of brush and poles. 

Details of construction of pile dikes are set forth in the report of A. J. Fritn, assist- 
ant engineer in local charge (Appendix F 1). The attention and study given by him 
to these has resulted in a form of construction which will probably need no further 
modifications. With mattress laid in advance of dike construction, and in chutes, 
along the entire dike location, before the dike proper is commenced, pile work can 
certainly be prosecuted in 30 feet of water. But in swift currents the upper mat- 
work, as tipped mattresses or wattling, should not follow pile work until the latter is 
very near completion. In case of closing chutes or of a system of dikes, especial study 
should be given to the order in which work is to be done. Access to work in process of 
construction should be unrestricted by other work, either in like stage or already 
eompleted. The closing of openings left through some work to reach other is likely 
to be expensive and slow. Longitudinal dikes, furnishing a boundary to the pro- 
ejected channel, should not be constructed until all cross dikes in rear are built out to 
their full extent. Earlier construction of these tends to prevent useful deposits of 
drift over areas where fill is hoped for, and access to cross dikes which may need re- 
pairs before the results expected fh>m them have been realized. Tipped mattresses 
should be placed in the down- stream dikes of a system; those intendea to cat^ drift 
do not need them. Their use on intermediate dikes is of doubtful utility. Revetting 
ends of dikes in chutes is advisable; revetting shore ends of spur dikes which are ran 
out from convex points is of course not necessary. 

Though fill is proportional to height of dike, it is not recommended therefore to raise 
the top of the dike above a mean stage, but to take this advantage, viz, in locations 
where the construction of a dike is advisable, and where depth of water does not pre- 
vent it, prosecute this construction during high- water stages, keeping tops of dikes 
to lowest elevations necessitated by hijy^h water and reducing the heights as the river 
falls, until the tops are on a level with the mean river s&ge. BeTow this the top 
line should not go. 

It is advisable that cypress piling should replace cottonwood to a greater extent ; the 
diflBculty in the way is that contracts for cypress piling are better made at the close of 
a working season than at the beginning. Cypress brakes in this district are at a con- 
siderable distance from the river, requiring at low water a haul too long to be con- 
sidered, while at high water the piling csn be floated out to the edge of the banks 
ready for rafting as required. But this otherwise timely season is generally very un- 
timely for the reason that funds are then almost exhausted, and it is not kuown 
whether another appropriation will be pasmd by Congress or when it may be ex- 
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pected. Hardly a proper condition of affiun with which to enter npon a contract for 
a delivery of material. 

Protection work has not yet proved an entire saocefls. While in depths of from 50 
to 70 feet it seems probable that a bank can be held against assanlts from the water 
side, the method of protecting a bank from the ioflnence of seepage water has not yet 
been devised. Tronole with drifts may be obviated by the nse of fender barges to 
slant the drift from the head and flank of a mattress. Care should be taken that the 
dose of the working season finds all mattress work accompanied by corresponding 
completed npper bank protection ; otherwise it will probably be necessary the follow- 
ingseason to construct another interior mattress. 

The question of timely supplies of material is still troublesome, though less so than 
in former seasons. But with a large increase offeree engaged in prot^tion work, to 
obtain the requisite supplies of brush and poles will be no easy matter. At high 
water the wiliow camps are overflowed. At intermediate falling stages they are quag- 
mires, and at low water many of them are inaccessible to barges and steamboats. 
The importance of this subject may be seen when it is known that during the period 
covered by this report there have been used on this reach 32,591 cords of brush and 
3,7^ cords of poles. 

All work has been done by hired labor. In purchasing brush, piles, and poles, writ- 
ten sealed proposals have been obtained in response to circular letters to principal 
dealers. Tne prices paid for these articles are, piles, 3f cents per running foot deliv- 
ered at the works ; brush and poles delivered on barges at $1.07 and |2 per cord re- 
spectively. Fresh beef has been supplied under contract at 7 cents per pound. A 
large amount of wire was contracted for by the purchasing agent of the Commission, 
and proposals have recently been received, after advertisement, and accepted, for 
supplying grocers' supplies, canned fruits and vegetables, salt meats, and millers' snp- 

Slies. One contractor. C. Mark Cole, having faued in his delivery of piUog, moneys 
ue him at the time of failure were, as per agreement, forfeited to the United States. 
Work to be done in accordance with existing projects and between Ashport and 
Craighead Point is approximately as follows : 

Feet. 

Ashport to Gold Dust Revetinent 18,000 

Mill Bayou to head of Osceola Chute Revetment 18,500 

Upper Osceola Bar Revetment 3, 000 

Lower Osceola Bar Revetment 5,500 

Upper side of Craighead Point Revetm'ent 14,000 

Total 59.000 

Gold Dust Dikes 1,400 

Osceola No. 4 Dikes 300 

P um Point Dikes 1,000 

Bullerton Nos. 1 and 2 Dikes 1,000 

Total 3,700 

In addition it may be thought advisable to revet head of Yankee Bar 2, 000 ' 

Revet head of tow-head to the west of Island 30 400 

Total 2,400 

And to construct spur dike near foot of Elmot Chute 1, 500 

2 spur dikes at Plum Point 1,200 

Total 2,700 

Projected work: 

59,000 feet of revetment work, at $25 $1,475,000 

3,700 feet of dike work, at|25 92,500 

Suggeste4 work : 

2,400 feet of revetment work, atf25 60,000 

2,700 feet of dike work, at9S2 59,400 

Total estimated cost 1,686,900 

It is thought that this construction work will continue to increase in cost : the diffi- 
cnltv of getting material continually increases, and with this the cost. Moreover, 
methods of revetting banks influenced by seepage will be more expensive than the 
ordinary bank protection. 
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STATBMENT. 

Allotments from appropriation of— 

March 3, 1881 $568,095 18 

Augusts, 1882 1,077,000 00 

January 19, 1884 366,000 00 

July 5. 1884 300,000 00 

Collected from employes for lost property and deposited in United States 

Treasury 20 00 

Proportion of allotments for general service charged to Plum Point 

Beach 41,025 50 

Total 2,351,140 68 

Expended to date 2,030,896 80 

Balance 320,243 88 

Of this balance $130,723.88 are drawn from the Treasury, $28,000 are in transitu, 
and $85,000 applied for, for use in November, 1884. Hence, $76,520 is the estimated 
balance December 1, 1884, for prosecuting work and caring for plant until another 
appropriation is made. 

General nuUtera relating to the first dietriot — On the Plum Point Beach a study of 
places requiring attention develops many where the need of protection is urgent, and 
soon with the oistriot itself. Excessive caving characterises the vicinity of Hick- 
man, Columbus, New Madrid Bend, and the bend of Island 35, and considering its 
possible e£fect on the first district, I trust I may be* allowed to invite attention to the 
bend opposite and below Cairo. Should systematic bank protection, progressing 
down-stream from some determined oriffin, be undertaken, that origin should be 
placed above Cairo on the Mississippi, fiat such progressive work wili be slow, and 
in the mean time it would be well to undertake, simultaneously, such as will tend to 
improve the river where caving is progressing with exceedingly injurious rapidity. 

Of these points, it certainly needs no defense to select, other things being equal, 
those where damage being done to property is greatest. Such a selection would 
arrange the points above named in the following order : Bird's Point, New Madrid 
Front (not Bend), Island 35 bend, Darneirs (New Madrid Bend), Columbus, andEQok- 
man. 

The following table gives the total expenditure on the first district, and also includes 
$26,636.68 liabiBties incurred. 



Statement of money disburaedf first distHot, Mississippi Biver, 



Plum Point 



G«Benl administration 

OlBoe 

Care of property 

Construotion of plant 

Stoftmera, towage, Sto 

Snbaiatenoe 

Surrey 

Lat»or on plant 

Labor on constractilon works 

Material for oonafcmotion works. 



Qnarters. 
Slaeellan 



eons. 



To date 



$117,468 74 

30.740 03 

75,429 03 

470,801 46 

824,943 44 

197, 066 76 

26,721 67 

161, 606 88 

866,800 87 

848,818 80 

87,562 22 

16,426 60 



2,057,638 48 



New Madrid. 



Saint Frands 
Front. 



1688 98 

21 00 

18 60 

108,649 99 

7,296 60 



4,565 69 
20 00 



4,218 25 



210,858 91 



04,878 11 



4,878 11 



Xxpended as per report, 1888. 
Xzpeoded since 



$1,573,087 25 
609,708 25 



2,272,766 60 



Plnm Point... 
NefT Madrid.. 
Saint Francis. 



«2, 067.688 48 

210,868 91 

4,878 11 



2,272,766 60 



Very respectfully, 



Lieut. Col. C. B. Comstock, 

Corps of Engineers, U, 8, A., 

President Mississippi Biver Commission. 



JOHN G. D. KNIGHT, 
Captain of Engineers^ U, 8. A, 
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report of arthur j. frith, assistant engineer, upon the improvement of the 

mississippi river at plum point. 

Unitbd States Engineer Office, 

Elmoi, Arh.y October 1, 1884. 

Captain ; I have the honor to make a report on the improvement of the Missiasippi 
River at Plam Point, Tenn., covering the period between November 1, 1883, and 
October 1, 1884. 

By reference to map (I and II) accompanying Assistant Craig's report it will be 
seen that the work on this reach may be divided into five distinct stations or points 
of operation, the objecct of which is to concentrate the bulk of water within a single 
channel. 

1. The closing of the chutes between Elmot Bar and the Tennessee shore by the 
main and cross dikes at and below Gold Dust. 

2. The protection of the Arkansas shore firom Fletcher's Landing to Elmot against 
the continual encroachment of the river. 

3. The closing of the chutes between tbe Arkansas shore and Osceola Bars and 
Bullerton Tow-head and the protection of the river banks of the latter island. 

4. The encroachment of the Tennessee shore upon the river bed by main and cross 
dikes below Plum Point. 

5. The protection of the Arkansas shore below Bullerton ^^ow-head against further 
caving. 

On November 1, 1883, and previ6us to the high water, the condition of these sev- 
eral scenes of operations were as follows : 

At Gold Dust then) was a main dike running from (}old Dust to Elmot Bar and 
seven cross-dikes between it and the Tennessee shore, namely: Cross-dike No. 1, No. 1 
A, No. 1 B, No. *^)No. 3, No. 4, and No. 5. The portions of these dikes lying upon the 
continuation of Elmot Bar were of the earlier type of construction and are deemed 
weak. 

Those nearer the channel portion are in accordance with later specifications and of 
much better construction. 

There was a continuous line of openings through the main and cross dikes, follow- 
inff the line of deepest water. 

This channel had been imperatively necessary for the supply of material to the 
various localities where work was in progress, and as this is essentially a high- water 
chute, that is, its greatest current and discharge being during the higher stages ot 
the river, it was earnestly desired that all our work should be in a condition to with- 
stand the attack of the coming season. Lack of material furnished, due greatlyto 
the inclemency of the weather, rendered futile the attainment of this object. The 
opening in Cross-dike No. 5 was closed and mattressed, but that in No. 4 was only 
partially finished, and the other openings were all clear and wide. On the main dike 
and bar end of Cross-dike — , foot and tipped mattresses were finished, but were 
weighted in many instances by sand-bags in place of rock. At Station 2 the protec- 
tion of Fletcher's Bend had not been commenced. At Station 3, Osceola Cross-dike 
Ko. 1, between Upper Osceola Bar and tbe Arkansas shore, was complete with heavy 
drift piled in ftont and some fell behind it. This, as well as Osceola No. 2, further 
down the chute, was thoroughly inspected and braced with wire cables during the 
end of tbe season. 

Osceola Cross-dike No. 3, between Lower Osceola Bar and the Arkansas shore, was 
finished and mattressed. The inner shore of the bar was mattressed and the outer 
shore for 3,583 feet was protected by mattress 150 feet wide, of which the latter por- 
tion was sunk just previous to the final rising of the river. 

In Bnllerton Chute the closing was but partial, since the steamboat channel ran 
through it, and the final work could not be done until a passage was found elsewhere. 

At this point there was the main dike between Osceola Bar and Bnllerton Tow-head 
and Bullerton Cross-dike No. 1, which, with the exception of the opening for steam- 
boats, was completed and mattressed. Bullerton Tow-head was mattressed through- 
out its entire length, and we were able to finish and load the entire high- water pro- 
tection before the final rising of the river. 

At Station No. 4, Cross-dikes Nos. 1 and 2 and the main dike to the latter were 
driven with an opening just above No. 1. Of this. No. 1 and the main dike above it 
were finished wiui foot and tipped mat, but No. 2 and the lower end of main dike were 
nnmattressed. 

At Station No. 5 no efforts had as yet been made to protect the Arkansas shore. 

During November the river rose m>m 9 to 18 feet, and fell again to 7 feet on Deoem- 
ber 25, when, accompanied with ice, the winter rise set in. This first rise was sudden 
and pressed us closely. Its first effect was to increase the current in Elmot Chute, 
iStation No. 1, to a dangerous extent, especially at Cross-dike No. 5, where the channel 
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is narrow, and to cause large accumulations of drift on the main and cross dikes. At 
No. 5 the nead of the water was beyond all expectations, being estimated to be from 14 
to 18 inches, and at the main dike much less, probably not over 5 or 6 inches. No. 5 
dike stood this enormous pressure of over 2 tons to the running foot in the deepest 
portion for some time. Then the forward brace gave way, and the front line fell back 
on the second. It remained thus for a time, but with violent shaking of the indi- 
vidaal piles and clusters, when it finally broke in several places. No. 4 was also 
damaged, bnt all other portions were uninjured. Efforts wero made to repair the 
damage, bnt rising water and ice soon pnt a stop to all operations. 

At Station No. 3 the effect on Osceola No. 1 was most interesting; at the first rise 
one-half of the accumulation of drift 600 feet wide in front of the dike apparently 
narrowed and then filled out again, caused by the drift next to the piling being buried 
and anchored; so thus on the water rising, the accumulation behind rose and floated 
over it. There was no current behind this dike. 

At Osceola No. 3 a vast amount of drift lodged against the dike, pressing it back 
in the center, where we were driven out at low water before completing it ; for a time 
this threatened a total destruction, but timely efforts soon streugtheued this portion, 
and no damage was sustained. 

Bullertou main dike and Cross-dike No. 1 also showed accumulatiens ot drift, but 
no harm was done. 

At Station No. 4, the only effect of this rise was to show a noticeable fill behind the 
dike of from 5 to 10 feet, but the high water and floating ice put a stop to field opera- 
tions and forced us into winter quarters. 

The crest of the rise was reached at this point February' 27, 1884, when the guage 
showed :^2.05 foot above low water of 1679. 

As much of the Gold Dust, Bullertou, aod Plum Point dikes reach but to the height 
of the 15-foot stage, they were, of course, covered at the higher stage of the river. 
Osceola Nos. 1, 2, and 3, and parts of Bullertou No. 1 and Plum Point dikes, ap- 
proached the high-water level and held large amounts of drift. We closely watched 
for the different effects that might be ascribed to this diflerence of height, and found 
that the height of fill was in almost direct ratio to the height of the dike. 

Slack water prevailed behind the artificial rafts of drift at Osceola Nos. 1 and 3 and 
in Bullertou Chute, the latter due to the chute being a low-water chute, where alone 
a heavy current is induced by resistances in front of Bullertou Tow-head at low water. 

Our experience in the early winter had warned us that improvement in our standard 
of dikes would be advisable in three particulars : 

1. That with deep water and excess! v«i width of dike it would be advisable to use 
more than three rows of piling, for where the distance apart of the pile rows was 
greater than 25 feet the braces were greatly weakened by their own weight. 

2. That the former fastenings by drift -bolts and wire were exceedingly uncertain, 
the drifb-bolts splitting the piles, and the wire wrappings being often loose and of 
nnequal tension, when a dike was subject to great shaking of the piles, as at No. 5, 
Qold Dust. This might cause failure even under moderate pressures. 

It has therefore been our practice during the past season to use no drift-bolts, and 
to bind every intersection of dike with short cables, 15 to 20 feet lon^, made of 16 
strands of No. 12 wire or its equivalent. These are drawn tight with a wmch, securely 
lashed, and renders these joints by far the strongest portion of the dike. 

3. The tipped mattress is made upon piles slung within the dike and either hung 
from the center row with two cables running to top of front pile or lashed to center 
piles, and with cables to front row. This lessens the danger of breaking of the sup« 
ports of mattress, brings the strain upon the dike in a manner deemed most beneficial, 
and free motion is allowed the lower end to follow any sconr that may occur. Flff. 
I, Plate YIII, is a plan, elevation^ and section of this dike, showing how the width, 
number of rows, and number of piles inclusters vary with varying depths, also dif- 
ference in bracing and tipped mattress in shallow and deep water. As the water 
fell, tronble was experienced with the revetment on Bullertou Tow-bead, on which 
portions would slicie down, carrying brush and stone with it. This was due mostly 
to seepag^e from lakes in the interior, the drainage of which afforded bnt partial re- 
lief. This action threatens to be a very serious one, and experiments have been in 
progress during the summer, details of which may be found in Assistant Nolty's re- 
port, with the object of draining the banks. Our results, however, do not promise 
much, unless the impervious clay layer existing in nearly all banks along which the 
water flows, and from which the seepage caving commences, unless the layer is above 
low water, when drainage, such as ¥ia, 2, will probably be effective. When the Ii^er 
is below low water two different methods are in progress of trial : 

First (Fig. 3), a heavy mattress or retaining wall is ouilt and sunk at the foot of the 
bank and heavily loaded with stone. 

Second (Fig. 4), clusters of piles are driven 5 feet apart along the bank, which pierce 
to the hanl strata below; inside of this fascines of brush and drift are piled till the 
tpaee is filled. 
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Both of these methods aim to allow the water to pass throngh, while the material 
is held back and a resistanoe offered to the sliding of the hank. 

It is not deemed necessary to prepare the entire bend in this manner, bat only those 
spots where this action has taken place, it being believed that there exist lines of 
snbdrainage along which the bank waters will always flow, and hence that the 
points of attack are local and determined by pockets, previous actions and dipping of 
the strata. 

Upon the subsidence of the high water it was seen that our work had not only 
suffered very little, but that heavy fills were formed behind all our dikes. At 
Gold Dust, behind the higher portions of the main dike, the fill, varying from 12 to 15 
feet, reached the top of tne piling, and parts of the cross-dikes were buried On the 
lower portion nearer the chute channel the dike was clogged with drift, and the fill, 
though continuous, was not so high. Recent surveys snow that the curves of low 
water this year have drawn together, giving a total fall in this chute of 3.000,000 
cubic yards. 

The action of the tipped mattress showed very markedly that their lower ed^ 
follows quickly any scour at that point, while the eddving behind is much reduced. 

During high water there was one break of about 400 feet in the main dike, caused 
by a local obstruction which destroyed some of the fill in the higber part of the bar, 
and many piles along the front row of the main dike had been broken by drift, which 
had here done considerable damage. 

At Station No. 3 the fill behind Osceola No. 1 reaches to the top of the dike, and 
leaves but a small chute next to the Arkansas shore, which is closed at about the 13- 
foot stage. 

All except this little chute is now covered with a thick growth of small willows, 
and the chute may be considered permanently closed. 

At Osceola No. 3 a vast accumulation of drifc lies before the dike, and fills, vaiying 
from 10 to 25 feet, have taken place behind it, and a general fill of 6 to 8 feet in firont, 
the mattress on the inside of the bar being buried and the upper bar tailed down to 
the dike. This chute is now dry at about the 12-foot stage of the river. 

The mattress on the front of Osceola Bar, though without shore protection, stood 
well, but a small portion of the head of the island having caved away, makes a sub- 
mattress necessary before tbe revetment can be finished. 

BuUerton main and cross-dikes No. 1 had large fills back of them, that behind the 
latter now bearing a crop of low willow. Thus the former channel of the river would 
have been closed at low water had not the current later in the season broken through 
Just at the foot of Osceola Bar, rendering the construction of Osceola Cross-dike ao. 
4 necessary. 

This will, however, be mentioned later on. The fill behind the Plum Point system 
of dikes, as far as constructed, was as high as 25 feet, except at the opening in the 
main dike, where it was only small. The height of the deposit was almost in direct 
ratio to the height of the dike, while the tipp^ mattress at low water lay on the fall 
of the deposit as a revetment, and is growing in many places. When the water had 
fallen snmcientlv work was commen^d on the repairs and to finish the Gold Dust 
system of dikes (Station 1). 

This consisted in driving a new dike in the 400-foot break in the main dike, and in 
running another row of piling on the face of the dike for 4.475 feet, where it had been 
injured by drift, and in weighting with stone portions of old tippea mattress formerly 
sunk with sand-bags, which had proven most inefflcient. 

When attempts were made to close the openings in the main and cross dikes it 
was evident that in the lower dikes the depth hiMl so increased during the winter 
that work was nigh impossible, and our efforts had been confined to the closing and 
mattressing of Cross-diKes Nos. 2, 1 B, 1 A, 1, and the main dike. 

Tlie current was very severe at this point, and at vour saggestion mattressing pre- 
ceded the pile work. This was accomplished by driving clusters, from 15 to % leet 
apart, some distance above the dike fr^m which the mattress is built, either continu- 
ously or in sections of 100 feet or more down-stream, with cables running to the foot 
of the dusters (Fig. 5). This method has proved very successful, and has been naad 
on most of our channel dikes this season. 

At this date all main and cross dikes, Nos. 1 and la openings, are closed, and the 
work will undoubtedly be finished by the end of the season. At Station 2, Fletcher's 
Bend had caved badly during the winter, and the falling trees had left amass of snags 
in some places 100 feet wide, and matted into a Jagged mass that, until removed, ren- 
dered mattress work impossible. The snag-boat John R« Meiss was borrowed from 
the Memphis Reach, and from the 19th of May to 17th of July she did good work, but 
was finally obliged to abandon qnite a stretch of bank, not being {>owerfnl enough to 
handle the snags encountered. We have therefore left this portion, but have con- 
structed above it 3,181 feet of mattress 175 feet wide, requiring JS9 cords of brush and 
.56 cubic yards of stone to the 100 square feet, and below 1,750 feet with banks graded. 
We trust to have all finished before high water. 
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At Station No. 2 no work was necessary on Osceola Dikes Nos. 1, 2, and 3, and late 
in the section 1,337 feet of mattress was constructed on Lower Osceola Bar to connect 
the old mattress thoroughly with the banks graded ; all this will be brushed and 
loaded this season. At the foot of this bar it has been mentioned that after the first 
fidl in the river the water broke through the upper portion of the old main dike, and 
was cutting a channel through the deposit at the foot of the bar. To counteract this 
tendency Osceola Dike No. 4 wad commenced May 12, 1884, and runs from the main 
dike to the Arkansas shore Just above range 48^. Except near the Arkansas shore 
most of this dike is driven on the bar and has been matressed. From a portion of it 
we were driven out by a falling river, and must wait for the fall rise to finish it. In 
the channel near the Arkansas shore the water was rapid and deep, 50 feet in one 

Slace, and this portion of the dike was driven under considerable dieadvantage with 
ve rows of piling ; since then it has collected a large amount; of drift. The current 
has materiallv slackened, and a deposit of from 15 to 20 feet has been found during 
low water, fn Bnllerton Chute the completion of Cross-dike No. 1 aud the construc- 
tion of No. 2 will be finished before the close of the season. With both these dikes 
mattressing preceded the pile work, which varies from 3 to 4 rows, according to the 
•depth. No. 2 will be tipped-mattressed its entire length. 

At Station No. 4, Plum Point svstem of dikes, work was started early in the spring 
before the water had fallen, and has been in progress throughout the season. 

Cross-dikes Nos. 2. 3, 4, 5, and 6, and part of the main dike, nave been finished, all of 
which, except No. 6, will be tipped-mattressed, and are of the strongest dimensions. 
Their effect has already been beneficial, turning the water out of the Yankee Bar 
Chute. They have undoubtedly contributed materially to the maintenance of a steam- 
boat channel during the ]ow-wat«r season. 

The work done at this point has amounted to 12,057 feet of pile dike, 470,425 square 
feet of foot mattress (grillage), and 255,730 square feet of tipped mattress. The con- 
ditions for maintaining good steamboat water at Bnllerton this season have been most 
nnfavorable, the water being divided between a channel around Osceola Bar and 
through Osceola Cross-dike No. 4, one through Bnllerton main dike and chute, one 
crossing to the head of Bnllerton and along the outside shore, one by a channel through 
An extension of Yankee Bar, and by another channel along the face of Yankee Bar. 
The first and last of these were obstructed by Osceola No. 4 and Plum Point dikes, 
while the steamboat water changed from crossing over to head of BuUerton to the 
fourth or bar channel, and then back again, giving at present plenty of water and a 
straight passage. Station No. 5, or the protection of Craighead Point, was not com- 
menced until somewhat late, when the cutting away through the bar in front of Yan- 
kee Bar impinged the current directly against the bank. 

One section of mattress 150 feet wide nas been placed at this point, but a second 
section, though built extra strong, broke 14 lines— 1^ and 2 inches diameter— and tore 
itself loose. The current at this point being very swift another section of mattress, 
with gradinff and protection of Dank, yet remains to be built. I may add that the 
supply of piles and brush, though not always in quantities as large as miffht have been 
desu'ed, has been much better than in years previous, and the establishment of the 
rock depot at Gold Dust has been of very mat«rial aid. 

The working plant in use consisted of 37 pile-drivers, 15 quarter-boats, 10 mattress- 
boats, 2 graders, 2 derrick-boats, and 53 barges. 

Details of the operations at different stations will be found in the reports of the sev- 
eral assistants, to whose energy and devotion to their work most or our success is 
due. 

Respectfully submitted by 

ARTHUR J. FRITH, 
United States AtHitant Engineer t 

Capt. John G. D. Kniqht, 

Corps of Engineers^ U, 8. A. 



F2. 

RSPOBT OF GBOROB W. OKUBBR, ASSISTANT RNQINBER, UPON OPERATIONS OF GOLB 

DUST, TBNNESSER. 

Gold Dust, Tbnn., October 1, 1884. 

Bib : I have the honor to submit the following report on the progress of the work 
«t Gold Dust fit>m November 1, 1883, to October 1, 1884 (Appendix F3 and Plate IX) : 
A history of this work to November 1, 1883. was given in my last report. 
Its location is shown upon accompanying sketch (Plate IX). Work at this locality 
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was in progress ooutinaoasly from November 1, 1883, until the season was closed by 
the bieh stage of the river ; resumed June 17, and continued to the time of this writ- 
ing. It is thought that the Gold Dast dikes will be completed before the coming 
hiffh water can interfere with construction. 

Advantage was taken of the low water of 1883, and the pile work of the main dike 
pushed vigorously, completing the dike, with the exception of an opening of 300 feet 
in length, which had to be left to enable the boats to reach the parties at work on the 
lower cross dikes, before November 1, 1883. 

The foot-mat party, with the available plant, was unable to keep up to the pile 
work, and the high wat«r arrived before tbe foot-mat in front of the dike coula be 
completed. 

The grillage mat between the piling was placed for the entire length of the dike. 
The following mats were constructed before operations had to be suspended on account 
of hiffh water. The 100-foot tipped foot-mat was continued for 305 linear feet. It 
was fonnd by inspection after tne high water went down that the pi-essure was too 
great for the supports of this mat, and either broke the riders of the dike or the piles by 
which the down-stream edge of the mat was held at the level of the riders of the dike. 
The tipped grillage of which 1,884.1 squares were constructed, had the same weakness. 
Where tipped grillage or foot-mat remained in their original position, they were a de- 
cided success, causing large deposits to form Immediately under them. 

Wattling previously commenced was completed to top of piles for 700 linear feet = 82.7 
squares. It was deemed advisable to place a foot-mat, 50 feet wide, directly in front 
of the main dike, betw<*en Cross-dikes Nos. 3 and 4, to prevent any parallel scour, and 
775 linear feet, equal to 387.5 squares, were placed, when high water prevented further 
operations. A portion of this mat was constructed on the dry bar, and where it was 
possible the mat was wired to the tipped grillage. Later events proved the wisdom 
of this step ; for during the high water a scour parallel to the dike took place deep 
enough to wash out some of the piles at the lower end of the dike, where the foot mat 
could not be completed. At the Tennessee end of the main dike 68.8 squares of bank 
protection were constructed and loaded with rock. During the high stage of the river 
piles were driven through the bank protection and the main dike extended toward 
the Tennessee shore for 100 feet. 

This portion of the dike running up on high ground it was deemed sufficient to 
build it of a single line of piles. 

The dike has had the desired effect of causing heavy deposits immediately in the 
rear of it, and but little damage was done to it by the protracted high water. 

After the high water went down, one breach of 400 leet was discovered just below 
Cross-dike No. 3. The damage by this portion giving way was entirely local. The 
current after passing through the oi>ening soon lost its tbrce, and beyond scouring 
out a deep hole immediately behind tne dike, did no harm. 

At this gap the difference of slope on the chute side, and the main river was so 
great, caused by Cross-dike No. 3 just above it, and obstructious in front of the main 
dike just below the gap, as to render the current extremely rapid through this por- 
tion of the main dike, resulting in scouring under the mat deep enough to wash out 
the piles. A similar scour has taken place below Cross-dike No. 4 ; and to guard 
against like injury, the protecting mat of the main dike will have to be bnut es- 
pecially thick and wide, and well loaded witJi rock for some distance below each 
cross-dike. The pile work of the main dike should be strongest at a cross-dike, and 
decrease in strength to the next cross-dike below. Where the dike was high it 
was damaged more or less by heavy masses of drift resting on riders and braces, and 
ornshing these by their weight aft^er the water had fallen. That portion of the dike 
driven to a 15-foa|t stage remained almost intact. 

The bar which formed imme<liately behind the main dike, between Cross-dikes Noe. 
3 and 4, is almost as high as the dike for the entire distance. The crest of the bar la 
30 feet above the level of the low water of 1879. From Cross-dike No. 3 to the open* 
ing left for passing material the fill gradually decreases and is nothing at the down* 
stream end of the opening. At the Tennessee end of th^ main dike the material has been 
deposited as high as the main shore, and a level bar almost as high as the dike ex- 
tends to the up-stream end of the opening. During the higher stages of the river a 
fill took place below the opening, but the river falling below a 15-ioot stage, almost 
all the water passing down Elmot chute rushed through this opening with great 
rapidity, scouring to a depth of 20 feet before it could be protected by a foot^-mat. 

The crest of the bar in front of the main dike within the space allotted to the ohaii-> 
nel was lowered from 10 to 12 feet during high water. 

On June 17, after the high water had passed, pile drivers resumed operations, and 
immediately commenced closing the breach in the main dike, below Uross-dike No. 
3. They barely succeeded in closing the second and third rows, when it became 
necessary to withdraw them from the opening, the water shoaling so rapidly. 
Pile-drivers then commenced repairing the damaged riders and braces of the high 
portion of the main dike. It having been discovered that the front row of this portion 
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of the dike, where it had not been protected by a foot-mat directly in front of it, had 
been almost washed oot by the sconr parallel to the dike, it was deemed advisable 
to drive a new front row with piles spaced 5 feet between clusters, this spacing being 
employed to prevent, if possible, the breaking down of riders and braces by the heavy 
drirU After completing 4,475 linear feet, the pile-drivers were transferred to the 
oross-dikes. 

On August I, the foot-mat party returned to Gold Dust, and commenced the con- 
stmction of a foot-mat in the opening of the main dike left for passing material, 
which was scouring rapidly. The current was verv swift, and to be aole to sink 
the mat successfully every precaution had to be taken in its construction. While 
being constructed the mat was held in place by wire cables fastened to clusters, which 
were driven on a Hue about 75 feet above the line of the dike. The clusters were 
driven 20 feet apart, and consisted of three piles, each pile having a cable fastened 
to it at the bottom of the river. To prevent the swaying and working out of clus- 
ters the piles of each cluster were driven some distance apart, drawn together at the 
top, and firmly lashed with No. 8 wire. The mattress boat was placed at right angles 
to the line of the clusters and the cables fastened to the mat while it was being fabri- 
cated. Four men were able to fasten these well, as fast as the mat was constructed. 
In the swift current the cables leading to the bottom of clusters would have a tend- 
ency to pull the mat under water as soon as it was launched from the mattresS'boat; 
to prevent this wire cables were fastened to the top of clusters and kept short enough 
to prevent a strain on the lower cables. While sinking the mat the top cables were 
CQt some distance in advance of the rock barge. The mat was sunk at right angles 
to the current, damming up the least possible amoimt of water. At the cross-dikes 
mats over 600 feet long have been sunk with little difficulty. In the opening of the 
main dike 466.5 squares of foot-mat were placed. 

Before the November rise arrived all the cross-dikes bad been completed with the 
exception of an opening left for passing material. Had the low water lasted as long 
as that of the preceding year all openings would have been closed. The water, find- 
ing a straight channel through these openings, rushed through them with great ve- 
locity, and the heavy masses of drift striking the ends of the dike damaged them to 
such an extent that the new dikes had to be driven below the old ones, overlapping 
these as far as it was deemed necessary. Completing the cross-dikes was very slow 
work. Steamers could not bring the material to be expended down Elmot chute on 
account of snags and sand-bars, and nearly all the material hud to be towed by hand 
from a distance. 

The moving of barges and material from one point to another forms a large item 
in this work. At Cross-dike No. 1 advantage was taken of the rise, during the latter 

Sart of November, to connect the Tennessee end with the main shore. Ninety feet of 
ike of two rows were constructed, completing the dike with the exception of an open- 
ing left for passing material. This dike was driven to a 15-foot stage, and during the 
last high water almost all of it was completely covered with sand. 

The construction of the Tennessee end of Cross-dike No. la was pushed at the same 
time Cross-dike No. 1 was building, completing 12^ linear feet of dike of three rows. 

Between t^e second and third rows 190 squares of tip|)ed grillage were placed. The 
high stage of the river prevented the construction of grillage mat between the first 
and second rows. During high water the north end of this dike was slightly dam- 
aged by drift. 

Where the tipped grillage remained in its original position the fill is nearly as high 
as the dike and extends to Cross-dike No. 1^ At the junction of this dike with the 
main dike, 150 linear feet of dike of two rows were constructed during September. A 
ibot-mat 100 feet wide and 542 feet long = 542 squares, has been sunk across the entire 
opening, and 38.5 squares of grillage constructed at the north end of the dike. Opera- 
tions were continued at Cross-dike No. 1*^, and before they had to be suspended on ac- 
count of high water, 206 feet of dike were constructed at the south, and 528 feet at 
the north end. A good fill took place below this dike during hi^h water. A bar hav- 
ing formed between the north end of this cross-dike and the main dike, it was deemed 
impracticable to oontinae it northward. A foot-mat 100 feet wide and 635 feet long 
was snnk across the opening, and 620 feet of dike of three rows driven through it, 
completing the pile- work or this dike. That portion of the dike driven before high 
water has since been protected by 188.95 squares of grillage. 

To prevent any scour between the Tennessee shore and the end of Cross-dikes Nos, 
2, 3, and 4, a mattress from 50 to 100 feet wide and ^5 feet long was sunk, the perpen- 
dionlar caving bank graded, and the bank protection carried to the top of the bank. 
These protections have served to prevent any caving, and the willows of the bank 
protection are growing nicely. 

At the Tennessee end or Cross-dike No. 2, 267.5 squares of mattress and 195 
sqnares of bank protection were placed. The bank was graded for %25 linear feet =s 
2,&99 cnbic yards. At the bar end of this dike 591 feet of dike of two rows and 233 
wet of three rows were completed before operations had to be suspended on ac6oant 
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of high water. A rrillage mat was oommenoed at the north end of the opening, bat 
oidv 20 sonares comd be completed before the riders of the dike were submerged. 

This diKe shows good results by the shoaling of the water behind it and the en- 
la^ement of the bar. 

During the month of August a foot-mat 100 feet wide, 763 feet long, was sunk across 
the opening, and the old duce protected by 268.52 scinares of grillage. A dike of three 
rows 668 feet long has been driven across the opening, completing the dike. 

The shore protection for Cross-dike No. 3 was completed to the top of the bank, con- 
structing 270 squares of bank protection. On the bar side of tne deep channel a 
tipped foot-mat was commenced, but only 153 squares could be completed before the 
dike was submerged. At the bar end 55 squares of grillage were constructed, com- 
pleting the grillage for this dike, with the exception of a section about 90 feet long, 
which could not be placed before high water prevented its construction, and during 
the high' water this portion of the dike was scoured out, causing the onlV breach. 

Drift damaged the end of the dike at the opening severely. A large nil has taken 
place above and below that portion of the dike between the breach and the main dike, 
but south of the gap hardly any fill can be noticed. In the channel near the Tennes- 
see shore a deep scour took place, which made the closing of openings in Cross-dikes 
Nos. 3, 4, and 5 impracticable. During the month of August 170 squares of foot-mat 
were constructed below Cross-dike No. 3 before orders were received from yon to sua- 
pend operations, it being impossible to obtain piles of sufficient length and in suffi- 
cient quantities to close the opening. At Cross-dike No. 4, 135 squares of bank pro- 
tection were constructed, completing the shore protection ; and on the bar side of the 
channel 242.5 squares of tipped foot-mat were constructed before operations had to be 
suspended. 

The grillage mat was completed for the entire length of the dike, construf'ting 350 
squares, commencing at the main dike, 2,250 feet= 1,012.5 squares of tipped grillage, 
were placed on the up-stream side of the dike. 

The grillage mats at Cross-dikes Nos. 4 and 5 and at the main dike between Cross- 
dikes Nos. 3 and 4 were constructed on the dry bar, the necessary brush being sup- 
plied ttom the head of Elmot Bar. 

To save the transportation of rock across the bar tarred sacks filled with sand were 
substituted. During high water the sand was washed out of the sacks by reason of 
their loose texture, allowin j^ the swift current to scour under the mat deep enough to 
wash out the piles. The tipped grillage in front of the north end of the dike was a 
decided success, it having been completely covered with sand during high water. 

The tipped grillage in front of the bar end of Cross-dike No. 5 was continued for 
660 feet=330 squares, and at the Tennessee end 45 squares were constructed before 
operations had to be suspended. Wattling was placed on piles above the tipped 
grillage for 90 feet, equal to 8.1 squares. The cause of this dike and Cross-mke 
No. 4 being damaged to such an extent is most likely to be traced to weakness in con- 
struction, the bar end of both dikes having been driven before the standard dike was 
introduced ; all other dikes being incomplete, Cross-dike No. 5 was overstrained. 

The water was dammed to a height of m>m 14 to 18 inches at the first line of piling. 
Not being able to withstand this excessive strain, the braces, which were 40 feet long, 
equal to the depth of water in the channel, gave way. To prevent like injury shorter 
braces are used, the necessary width of dike being obtained by increasing the number 
of rows of piling. The rocking motion which was observed at the widest portions of 
Cross-dikes Nos. 4 and 5 will be diminished by using shorter braces. Although Cross- 
dike No. 5 was severely damaged during the high water, a large and high bar was de- 
posited below it ; and where the tipped grillage remained uni^J ored the crest of the bar 
is 25 feet above low water of 1879. The curve of low water represented on sketch by 
dotted lines, from April survey, closes below this dike, a deposit of 12 feet having 
taken place since October, 1883. 

WorK constructed since November 1, 1883, is represented on sketch by dotted lines. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

GEO. W. GEUDER, 
Ufiited State$ A$a%9Umt Bngintet. 

A. J. Frith, 

AsiUlant Engineer. 
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F 3. 

REPORT OF WILLIAM A. GOULD, ASSISTANT ENGINEER, UPON OPERATIONS OF THE 
MATTRESS AND REVETMENT PARTY FROM FLETCHER'S FIELD TO ELMOT LANDING. 

Mill Bayou, Ark., October 1, 1884. 

Sir : In porsuanoe of orders from you I have the honor to report the operations of 
the mattress and revetment party onder my charge, sabsistios on Q. B. No. 12, since 
the beginning of this season's work in May (Appendix F 2 and Plate X.) 

The work has been confined to the protection of the river bank below low water 
from caving. The location of the works is on the Arkansas shore, beginning at a 
point below Mill Bayou called Fletcher's Field, and the work contemplated extend- 
ing to Elmot Landing, a distance of 3 miles of concave bank. Work was began on 
Mav26just below Elmot Landing, 400 feet above Range ''37 A," by building and 
sinking a woven willow mat, of 78 feet in width and 800 feet in length, where the bank 
had been attacked by underground seepage, and extensive cavinghad been operating 
for several weeks on a bank some 20 feet high. This caving was apparently arrested 
firom extending further down river b^ a collection of heavy willow stumps, which 
still retain the top of the bank. This mattress was built on mattress barge and 
lannohed off in successive lengths until 804 running feet were completed. Part of the 
brush was very old, being a remnant of brush on nand at the close of last season's 
work ; the poles were large and heavy oottbnwood. Two wire cables, ^ inch, were 
used on the head and four in the body of the mat, to retain it in position while build- 
ing, and about 15 per cent, of them expended in sinking. One hundred and twenty- 
five and nine-tenths cords of new brush, 24 cords of new poles, 37 coils of wire, and 
566 cubic yards of stone were expended in constructing and sinking. The mat con- 
tained 627 squares, and the cost, including labor, cooks, and waiters, was ^89.^. 
Work began on May 26, and completed June 2, being seven days. 

On the 11th day of September hydraulic Grader No. 2 began operations at this point. 
The strata of the bank fur the 6 feet next above the water were composed of sand, 
which in many cases, where the toe of the slope was protected by the upper edge of 
the sunken foot-mat, maintained its position and retained its proper slope, while in 
some portions of the grade large cavities were formed, which will require dressing 
with snovels. 

The operations of the grader covered a period of 7^ days, all machiuery working in 
perfect order. Seven hundred and fifty feet of bank was graded from September II 
to 18, being 7^ days. 

The working force consists of foreman, 2 engineers, 2 firemen, 7 men at the discharge, 
1 linesman, 1 deck hand, 1 cook, 1 waiter, and 1 night-watchman ; total, 17. Tne 
cost of this grade for labor was |213.33. The cost of grading per yard was 2 cents. 

The extension of the Gold Dust main dike last season to protect the head of Elmot 
Tow-head, thereby turning the fiow of the water from the Tennessee shore, rendered 
necessary the protecting of the opposite bank of the river on the Arkansas ehore by 
foot-mat and revetment, &c. 

On the 3d day of June the plant under my charge was towed up river to a point 
near Mill Bayou, on the Arkansas shore, 540 feet above Range '^31 A.'' A foot-mat 
ordered to be constructed 175 feet in width. It was deemed impracticable to con- 
struct and mainti^in the head of this mat at full width. A boom 90 feet lon^ was con- 
structed to form a head-piece, and at each launch the width of the mat was increased, 
until in 200 feet the full width of the 175 feet was obtained, and afterwards main- 
tained. I'his increased width was at first obtained by covering more ** way poles " on 
the barge at each launch, but this left square recesses in th6 sloping edge of the mat, 
which were imperfect in construction, and served to accumulate and retain floating 
drift, and a change was made, making the outer pole continuous and maintaining the 
proper slope, the widening poles uniting where their position was intersected by the 
outer pole. 

Some of the head cables were passed under the boom and made fast in the mat some 
40 feet in rear to prevent the head of the mat from ''diving'' as any strain on the 
cables tended to raise the boom out of water by the cable trying to maintain a uni- 
form degree of elevation. Five wire cables were used longitudinally, the outer edge 
of the mat being strengthened the most. This mat was built 2,010 feet long and 175 
feet wide=3. 426 squares. The mat«^rial used in its construction was 1,741.41 cords of 
brush, 198.70 cords of poles, 91f coils of wire, and the cost of building this 2,010 feet 
was $1,751.91. 

On June 30, the water being 58 feet deep on the outer edse, some 1,500 feet of this 
mat was sunk, with l,369i cubic yards of stone, the remainaer during the night sunk 
by the force of the current, and being attached to the mat-barge at the lower end it 
tore loose Just where the mat was balla«ited to the river bottom, and was lost. 

On August 2 Grader No. 2 began work at the head of this mat, and worked until 
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An^nst 16, beinf: 13 days. During this time 1,140 running feet of bank was graded and 
11,060 cubic yards of earth were removed, at a cost of about 2 cents per yard ; 1,019 
feet of revetment was placed (average width 87 feet) on this graded slope, and bal- 
lasted with stone for the first 10 feet above the water ; that is, from 5 to 12 feet on the 
gauge, the remainder being left for higher water. The subsequent falling of the river 
showed that cavities under the inner edge of the foot-mat were completely filled by 
the action of the grader. 

On July 1, while waiting for stone to sink Mat No. 1, a second was begun about a 
mile down river, immediately below the larjce drift rack, 750 feet above ran^e ** 34 A." 
This mat was of similar construction to Mat No. 1. It was started 120 feet wide on the 
head and widened to 175 feet. This mat was 1,750 feet long, and contained 3,358.70 
squares ; was constructed of 1,417.75 cords of brush, 149| cords of poles, 86^ coils of 
wire, and the labor expense due to the mat was $2,043.86. It was sunk down-stream 
in 70 feet of water by using 1,757| yards of stone. On the 18th of August the grader 
began work here, and removed 22,198 yards of earth, at a cost of 2.3 cents per yard, 
leaving a slope of 3 to 1. 

This bank had been caving and leaving several large pockets, which were increased 
in size by the grader. In three of the pockets three thick snbmat-s were constructed, 
covering the sunken eround, and being only secured at their upper edge, the remain- 
ing portion being weU ballasted, was free to sink and follow down any future caving 
beneath them, while the revetmentmat proper was built continuous above ihem with- 
out connection . These mats were about 70 feet wide and about 150 feet long ; they coa- 
tained 323 squares, 180 cords of brush, 63 cords of poles, and 240 yards of stone. The 
graded slope at this mat is being covered with revetment and will be completed dur- 
ing the month of October. 

On the 4th of August Mat No. 3 was begun 988 feet below range ** 31 A/' and was 
started to overlap 100 feet of the broken ed^e of Mat No. 1. A projecting point of the 
bank rendered the starting of a mat here difficult work, owing to the force of the car- 
rent. The first and second attempts at starting proved unsncoessful, owing to the 
breaking of the boom and the parting of head unes. Some 90 feet of mat was de- 
stroyed, and the mat boat required repairing. By mooring an empty ooal-shell above 
the head of the mat, to check the force of the top ourreut>, and using short head lines 
to the boom, the third attempt was successful, and 1,713 running feet of mat 175 feet 
wide was completed ; its ftirther extension was stopped by the Imlf mile of drift rack 
in the river bed below. This mat contained 1,982 cords of brush, 210 cords of poles, 
111 coils of wire, and after remaining afloat for 90 days was snooeesfhlly sunk on 
September 26, with 1,696 yards of stone, In 48 feet of water, or 42 foet below low- water 
line. The channel was only 150 feet from the shore, leaving the outer edge of the 
mat 3 feet higher than the center. 

A summary of the work to October 1 will show 4,931 running feet of wide foot-mat» 
also 800 feet of narrow mat, sunk for low- water protection ; 2,000 feet of revetmentl 
partly loaded, and a reasonable prospect that the nrader will prepare 2,000 feet ox 
bank for revetment, and that all foot-mat sunk will have its corresponding revetment 
built and ballasted before any serious rise of the river. An experiment was tried to 
drive a line of piles in front of a cavins bank, and by driving into the deep clay strata 
and walling on the shore side with wilTow fascines to check the caving, but the action 
of the caving was so rapid that before the piles oould be secured some were scoured 
out for lack of a foot-mat, and the experiment was postponed. 

It has been difficult to work a fhll force at any time, owing to the uncertainty of 
material from the contractor, and the cost of the mat has been largely inoreaaed 
thereby. 

very respectfhlly, jovlt obedient servant, 

WM. A. GOULD, 
UniM States Asnatant Enginm'. 

A. J. Fmth, 

UnUed 8taiM AnUiani Engineer. 



F4. 

RBPORT OF W. L. BKDDON, A88I8TAMT BliOINBBR, UPON OPKRA.TXOKB AT 08C8OIA 

UPPKR AND LOWBR BARS. 

OflCBOLA LowBR Bar, October 11, 1884« 

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report on the progress and condition 
of the work at Osceola Upper and Lower Bars for the period m>m November 1. I8S3, 
to October 1, 1884. During the period work at this point was entirely suspended from 
Januaiy 4 to June 15, and from June 85 to August 14. The work done has consisted 
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in streDfftheniDg Cross-dikes Nos. 1 and 2 with cable bracing, in repairios breaks in 
Cross-dike No. 3, and in continaing the protection of Osceola Liower Bar with mattress 
and revetment. 

Following the divisions of the work made in the report for 1883, I shall take each 
under consideration — first, as to work done, and second, as to condition and resnits. 

OSCEOLA UPPER DIKE. 

No work has been done on this dike, it having been abandoned on the commence- 
ment of Cross-dike No. 1, as stated in report for 1883. 

The partial dest motion of the dike, which had taken place the pre v ions year, was 
nearly completed by the hieh water of 1884, and there now remains standing only 
about 1,000 feet near the Arkansas shore. This result was to have been expected from 
the weakness of the structure, cited in the last report. As far as < an be ascertained, 
the 100-foot mattress, previously placed along the dike, remains in good condition. 

In considering the results from this dike some difficulty is expenenced, as a large 
portion of the fill which has taken place along its former line should be attributed to 
Cross-dike No. 1 ; though that behind the portion still standing has undoubtedly been 
increased by the action of this work. 

OSCEOLA CROSS- DIKE NO. 1. 

This dike was strengthened with wire cables, in November, 1883 ; since which time 
no further work has been done on it. 

The condition of the dike is good, and its action during the high water of 1884 was 
entirely satisfactory. The structure withstood the strains brought upon it by the large 
accumulation of drift, without any appreciable damage. In front of the dike, the 
drift, while it has decreased somewhat in area, a portion of it being freed by the break- 
ing of the lower end of the upper dike, has apparently increased in mass. So much of 
this drift is now partially imbedded in the bottom, and the whole mass is so closely 
packed together as to form a raft which would, I think, insure the closing of the 
chute, even if the dike were removed. The fill in front of the dike has been very 
marked, and the low-water shore-line now extends beyond the line of the upper dike, 
as shown in the accompanying sketch (Plate XIIV Behind the dike the fill has been 
extremely larse. At its lowest point the chute nere is dry at a 10-foot stage of the 
river ; while lor about two-thirds of the way across, the fill lacks only a few feet of 
being as high as the adjacent tow-head, and is covered with a thick growth of young 
willows horn 2 to 4 feet in height. 

One noticeable feature about this fill, is. that it is composed almost entirely of silt, 
which shows how completely the current nas been checked by the action of the dike. 
This character of fill, extending as it does far down the chute, and even beyond Cross- 
dike No. 2, shows also, I think, the area over which the infiuenoe of Cross-dike No. 1 
extends, and should be attributed to it. Judged by the above condition and results 
Osceola Cross-dike No. I may certainly be considered as an eminently successful 
piece of work. 

f 

OSCEOLA CROSS-DIKE NO. 2. 

This dike was also stren^hened with wire cables in November, 1883 ; which has been 
the only work done upon it within the period. 

But little change has taken place in the condition of the structure since last report. 
Neither the eastern nor western sections sustained any noticeable damage fW>m 
the high water of 1884. The condition of the dike is therefore &ir, though the west* 
em section has begun to show sifj^ns of weakness, apparently more fVom tne action of 
time upon the perishable material of which it is constructed, than from any other 
cause. A considerable fill has taken place behind this dike, beside that mentioned as 
properly attributable to Cross-dike No. 1 ; the results produced by this dike may there- 
fore be considered as fairly satis&ctory. 

OSCEOLA mDDLR DIKE. 

No work has been done here during the period. The condition of the dike is bad. 
As in the case of the upper dike, its^revions partial destruction was nearly completed 
by the high water of 1884. Breakage by drift and bottom scour haipe combined in 
producing this result. About 600 feet of dike, in a badly broken condition, still re- 
mains standing near the foot of the upper bar. Of the 100-foot mattress sunk along 
the front of this dike, nothing definite can be said ; but Judging by the scour which 
has taken place here it is most probable that at least a portion of it has gone out. 
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08CB0LA CROSS-DIKE NO. 3. 

The work at this dike, with the exception of the addition of 3,416 aqnare feet of wat- 
tling and the sinking of 200 linear feet of foot-mat, previously constraotedi has con- 
sisted in the repairs of braaks which have taken place in the stmotnre. 

On the 14th of November the 200 feet of the dike, which consisted in a row of clns- 
ters with inclined braces, began to show siffns of weakness, oansed principallv by 
bottom scour. Preparations were at once made for strengthening this portion of the 
dike, but before anything could be done the entire line of clusters gave way, and at 
the same time a break of 150 feet took place in the front line of the dike proper. 
The work of repairing this break was commenced on December 2. The repairs con- 
sisted in the strengthening of that portion of the dike where the front row was 
broken, with two rows of piling driven behind and connected with braces to the old 
dike, and in the driving at the gap of a V-shaped connection of three-row dike, as 
shown in the sketch. These repairs necessitated the driving of 150 of two and 275 
feet of three row dike, all of which was completed by the 15th of December. As 
soon as the driving was completed the work of making a grillage foot-mat along this 
new portion was commenced; 419 linear feet, eaualing 20,705 sqnare feet of this work, 
was made and sunk by January 4. On this date all further work had to be aban- 
doned on account of the high water, thus leaving about 100 feet of the dike in an un- 
protected condition. 

An inspection of this work after the high water showed that at the eastern end 
the water had undermined the revetment, and that the bar had caved back some 50 
feet, while about 100 feet of the dike had also scoured out, making a total gap of 150 
feet at this end. It was also found that the drift had broken aboat 100 feet of the 
dike at the Arkansas end. The repairs of these two breaks were commenced on 
June 15 and completed by the 25th of the same month, 150 feet and 120 feet of the 
two-row dike being driven at the bar and Arkansas ends respectively. 

The condition oi this dike is now good, and its action during the high water of 
1884 was very satisfactory, considering the nature of some of the older portions of the 
structure, for the only damage sustained was that of the two small breaks mentioned 
above, though the accumulation of drift in front of it was even larger than that at 
Cross-dike No. 1. This accumulation of drift now amounts to more than thirty 
acres, and is very closely packed together. The fill in front of the dike has been 
large, while that behind it has been very marked. From its action and results Cross- 
dike No. 3 may therefore be also classed as a successfal dike. 

OSCEOLA DIKES. 

Now considering these dikes togetlier, as members of one system, the object of 
which is the closure of Osceola Chute, their action during the past year has been 
ver^ satisfactory. A comparison of the fill and scour, which has taken place throagh 
the influence of these dikes, from November, 1883, to June, 1884, showea a very large 
excess of fill. Indeed, with the exception of a small area Just behind the middle dike, 
there has been almost no scour, while the fill has varied irom one to twenty feet in 
height. Therefore, viewed from this standpoint and by these results, the Osceola 
dikes may, as a whole, be considered as a succassfnl piece of work. 

OSCEOLA UPPER BAR. 

No work has been done at this point during the period. 

The condition of the mattress and revetment previously put in is only fair. The 
erosion of the bank at the lower end of the bar, where no revetment had been placed, 
continues, and the water is gradually undermining the revetted portion above. As 
far as can be ascertained the shore-line of the lower half of the bar has moved back 
about 100 feet during the period. 

OSCEOLA LOWER BAR. 

The work at this point from November 1 to December 26 wasconfined to the sinking 
of the section of mattress made prior to that time. The long delay in getting stone 
for this purpose, and the consequent accumulation of drift near the head and along 
the outer edge of the mattress, made this work very difficult and necessitated the 
strengthening^ of the whole section. This strengthening was accomplished by the 
weaving fof wire cables through and the wiring of longitudinal poles on top of the 
mattress. After this had been done no further difficulty was experienced, and the 
section of 2,663 linear feet, equaling 406,600 square feet, was successfully sunk by De- 
cember 26. 
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On Aueast 14 preparations .were began for resuming work at this place. An exam- 
ination snowed that the head of the bar for a distance of about 1,000 feet had cut back 
from the old mattress so far as to necessitate the patting in of a new section at this 
point. A 150-foot mattress for this purpose was commenced at the head of the bar on 
August IH, and was carried down to the point at which the old mattress still joined 
the shore. This section, containing 1,337 linear feet, equaling 2^^,481 square feet, 
was completed and snccesHfully sunk by September 17. 

On September 6 the grading of the bank for revetment was commenced. The work 
was done with shovels at those points where the grade was already approximate and 
with hydraulic Grader No. 2 where the bank was steep. By October 1 the grading 
was completed from the present head of the bar to the end of the mattress thus far 
constructed, a distance of 3,056 feet. Of this amount 1,636 linear feet was graded 
with shovels and 1,420 linear feet with hydraulic grader. The minimnm slope allowed 
has been 2^ to 1, which at places has been increased to 3^ to 1. 

The grading has been followed up with the revetment as fast as material could be 
obtained for the purpose, and by October 1,972 linear feet, equaling 61,640 square feet, 
haa been made. 

The condition of the mattress previously put in at this point is good, and that por- 
tion of it sunk daring November, 1883, has served well as a partial protection to the 
bank. 

The above report, together with a sketch showing the present condition of the work 
and containing a table with full dimensions of all worK done, during the period, is 
(Appendix F and Plate XII) respectfully submitted by — 
Your obedient servant, 

W. L. 8EDD0N, 

A$9i8tatU Engineer, 

Mr. A. J. Frith, 

United States AeHatant Engineer in charge. 



Work done from November 1, 1883, to Oetoher 1, 1884. 



Kind of work. 



Dike, 2 rows ... 
Dike, Stows ... 

Foot-mat 

Foot*ni»t| sunk. 

Wattling 

Ifattress 

liftttrrsft, sank 

Beretoient 

Bank graded... 



Linear feet. Square feet. 



480 
376 
419 
610 



1,337 

4,000 

072 

8,066 



20,706 

88.805 

8,418 

222,481 

620,081 

01,640 



Bemarks. 



Repairs of Cross-dike Ka 1. 

Ito. 

Do. 
200 feet msde previously. 
Cross-d. Ka 8. 
Osceola lower bar. 
2,663 feet made prevloasly. 
Osceola lower oar. 

Do. 



¥5. 

BSPOBT OF JAMBS M. BULKY, SUPEBINTBNDBNT, UPON OPEBA.TION8 AT OSCEOLA CBOSS- 

DIKB NO. 4. 



Gold Dust, Tenn., Oetoher 1, 1884. 

Sib : I have tbe honor to present the following report (Appendix F 5 and Plate XI), 
which concerns the buildiuir of Osceola Cross-dike No. 4, constructed during the term 
for which this report is made, November t, 1883, to October 1, 1884. 

Work was begun May 12, 1884, and forces withdrawn August 5. Without, how- 
ever, completing the design, 400 feet of second row and 600 feet third remain to be 
added to the lirst row. This can be done at 25-foot stage. Falling river did not 
allow the finishing of this portion, which is on the crest of the bar and midway of 
the line of dike. It may be as well to say the absence of these rows can in no way 
affect the integrity of the structure. They can bn thrown across so rapidly when the 
river rises as to cause no apprehension from not being in place. 

The line of this cross-dike for the roost part is parallel to, and 100 feet above, Ran^ 
48i; ita length, 2,450 feet, inclosed at either extremity by Osceola-BuUerton mam 
dike and the Arkansas shore. 

Tbe object in placing this dike where located was the closure of Osceola Chut>e, and 
in this to deflect the body of water entering between the upper end of Osceola-Bnl- 
lertou main dike and the foot of Osceola £ar, along the outside of the main dike. 

H. Ex.64 16» 
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This result was to be expected from the action of other cross-dikes, bnilt to attain 
similar results nuder almost identical conditions. Osceola Cross- dikes Nos. 1 and 3 
will occur to yon as fair examples. 

It was deemed necessary.to conduct the work with the utmost celerity. Instruc- 
tions were to this effect. It wnhs well known that the slope of the river toward the 
Arkansas shore, along this portion of the reach, increased rapidly, with decreasing 
stages of the river. 

The bar to be protected from erosion extended westerly from the main dike, three- 
fourths of the length of the dike to be built. Its height varied from to 20 feet above 
low water of l-'-TiJ. The material was fine sand, left oy the high water just passing. 
This would be easily swept away if not protectied, giving the river full sway, in an 
old channel, and so on down through Bullerton Chute. What will be referred to as 
channel, from the bar inward to Arkansas shore, will be contra to what is termed bar. 
Already this channel had a width of 600 and depth of 30 feet, 4 feet below low water 
of 1879 ; gauge reading. May 12, 26 feet. The current was developing. The water 
impinging on the Arkansas shore, at an angle of 45^, caused the bank to cut rapidly 
from range 48^ to range 49. 

Soundings revealed scours in excess of the fall in the river, and continued; the 
gauge marked 13 feet, on June the 6th. About this time the 10-foot curve connected 
through the chute. From Jitne 6 to 20 a rise of 4.50 feet was noted. Then an almost 
steady fall until the end of July of 6 feet, and, with the exception of a few oscillations, 
continued until latter part of September, when the gauge was 3.15 feet, the lowest read- 
ing. Instructions were received May 10 from you to construct what is known as the 
standard dike, to be builtto high-water mark. This was done in all essential features. 
At times when exigencies arose the type would be departed from, and at your in- 
stance changes would be made looking to the further strengthening of the dike, 
principally by the use of more timber and wire cables. The mattress work did not 
follow so closely the method proposed, in that flat grillage was substituted for tipped 
grillage, no piles being used. What has been termed swinging mattresses were directed 
to be sunk previous to driving the dike across the channel. The dike as built is as fol- 
lows : Across the ^ar from the main dike l,COO feet, except part mentioned as incom- 
plete, consists of three rows, placed 20 feet apart, of single piles, bents spaced 12 feet. 
For the remainder, H50 feet, the number of rows increased with the depth of water, 
the maximum being six rows, 100 feet width of dike in 50 feet of water. 

Nothing arbitrary can be said as to the number of piles used in clusters of the dif- 
ferent rows ; but say from two to six piles, without reference as to the line occupied. 
About 200 feet from the Arkansas shore the line of the dike was advanced 100 feet, so 
that the rear line joins the front line and connects at an angle with the line as origi- 
nally. 500 feet distant, near the bar. 

Beiore the dike was driven eight swinging mattresses were sunk across the channel. 
These were held in position by mooring clusters while being placed on the bottom. 
These mattresses were of varying size, 110 by 30 feet to 110 by 85 feet, overlapping 15 
feet. The down-stream side, when in position, was Just below the front line of the 
dike, so that the grillage mattress afterward sunk rested on top. 

Grillage mattresses extend the length of the dike, heavily loaded with rock. The 
width changes — least, 50 feet; greatest, 125 feet. An examination of this cross-dike 
was made a few days ago at your request, you accompanying the party in the sound- 
ing skiff. 

It was found the drift extended almost to the foot of Osceola Bar. The dike showed 
no sigus of weakening. Soundings in between the rows of the dike, across the chan- 
nel, show a fill in some places of over 20 feet ; in no place less than 5 feet. Behind 
the dike, 100 feet, the fill was shown to be 15 feet. No scour or tendency could be 
discovered. These comparisons are made between the greatest depths found in July, 
and represent the action of the dike during two months. During inspection the max- 
imum depth found was 31 feet, 200 feet out from the Arkansas shore. This place during 
construction proved more troublesome than any other, registering then 50 feet. 

Reducing soundings, the fill at this point is about 6 feet. Below the dike 100 feet, 
in July 43 feet, in September 17 feet, were the greatest depths, indicating a fill of 13 
feet. 

Before finally submitting my report some details as to construction will be given. 
The first trial of swinging mattresses was had at this dike. While experience has 
since shown the full benefit of the scheme was not derived, their absence would have 
been severely felt. Had it been feasible to have built them of such a width that all 
the rowsof the dike could have been driven through, the perfection of the idea, greater 
security, would hiivebeen had in closing ihe opening. 

The method adopted to place the sills was to drive clusters. 3 to 8 piles, 100 feet 
above the dike; spaces between clusters varying from 15 to 75 feet; number of piles 
in clusters and number of feet spacing increased with the depth of water and velocity 
of cnrrent, or as midchannel was approached. 

The flow of the current being from 9 to 10 miles per hour| estimated, and depth of 
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water 38 feet, with drift in large q nan tit lea entering above, must account for pecnliar 
dispoaition of clnetera. Trial was made to drive these at uniform distances, so that 
they not only wonld be nseful iti manipulating the mattress boats and pile-drivers, 
bnt serve as a drift-row. The chanj^e to wider spaces was because as a temporary drift- 
row they were too great a snocess, holding the mass a day or so, tben giving way, 
letting the collected wrack-heap down in body upon the works below. 

To hold the pile-driver in place, a 2-inch (diameter) line was run from a clump of 
piles on the inside of the foot of Osceola Bar, distant about 1,800 feet. With the aid 
of bow anchor on one side and lines to the Arkansas shore, the driver was held reason- 
ably steady. Easily movable ballast was provided in shape of coils of wire. Some 
closters were redriven eight times. Two 100-feet mattress boats were provided. It 
was thought by using both at the same time, end to end, a mattress over 200 feet long 
could be made, thus gaining time. 

The plan followed was to construct a launch on the boats while at shore, in readi- 
ness to be moved to the line, which was always done in the morning. After getting 
into position behind the clusters, ways pointing up-stream, cables, which had been 
fastened to the piles when driven, whose one end was attached firmly to the pile near 
the bottom of the river, the other spiked to the top of the pile, were taken off and 
passed through the mattress. When all was secure a launch made, and as many more 
as possible during the day. In no case was it thought best to leave a mattress afloat 
daring the night, nor was it done. In every instance the sections were sunk the 
same day that they were made. Mattress boat taken to the bank, out of the way 
of the drift, sinking commenced on the lower inside comer, a partially loaded 
barge of stone placed over this corner. Enough stone was thrown on the mattress 
to allow the barge to float over it. By repassing all was loaded evenly. Marline at- 
tached to different parts of the mattress determined its position at any time. The 
endeavor was to force the mattress to remain horizontal in going down, to present no 
folds until near the bottom, then suddenly sink it to its place. This plan worked 
welL Bnt one section swerved from its position, and this one because the outer clus- 
ter of piles pulled out, but being nearly down was quickly sunk without loss, the re- 
maining cluster holding one-h^f of it without breaking the mattress. In driving 
piles pile-driver No. 14, 36 feet leads, frequently handled piles over 80 feet long. She 
being of lighter draught than those with 46 feet leads, was always placed in swiftest 
water. The penetration of piles was never less than 20 feet in the channel portion 
of the dike ; were driven without being sharpened. 

The mattress party followed the drivers closely, sometimes making grillage mat- 
tress by hanging to second row while rear rows were being driven, then conneoting 
through or sinMng at once if needed, afterward lapping through with another mat- 
tress. 

The losses met with were all on account of the lodgment of drift and rafts upon unfin- 
ished work. What would equal 400 feet of 3-row dike was carried away during oon- 
strootion ; also a section of foot mattress 225 by 110 feet. This is about the total of 
mishaps, but occurring at different times set the work back greatly. 

Delays were frequent, from unavoidable causes. 

Respectfully submitted. 

JAMES M. RILET, 
United 8tate$ Superintendent, 

A J Pmth 

UnUedStaie$ Aaeistant Engineer. 



P 6. 

RBPORT or AUG. J. NOLTY, 8UPEBINTENDENT, UPON OPERATIONS AT BULLEBTON TOW- 
HEAD AND OSCEOLA-BULLURTON CHUTE. 

Sir : I have the honor to herewith submit my report of operations at BuUerton Tow- 
head and in Osceola-BuUerton Chute for the period included between November 1, 
ISSi, and September :30, 1884. 

On November 1, 1883, there remained to be constructed at Bullerton Tow-head 500 
feet of foot mattress, 2,700 feet of bank revetment^ 600 feet of bank to be graded^ and 
a large amount of bank revetment to be loaded with stone. 

The amount of foot mattress to be made had to be augmented by 700 linear feet of 
50 feet wide, as the river had risen so much that proper connection between low- water 
bank protection already sunk, and high-water bank protection yet to be constructed 
could not be made. Hence, this narrow mattress, which should be really considered 
as so much bank revetment, was constructed and sunk inside of main foot mattress. 
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Ac tbis time both the suDply of brash and of stone was very scanty, and it was deter- 
mined to only finish the nigh-water bank protection halfway np the bank, leaving an 
upper zone UO foet wide entirely nnprot^cted. 

Howevt-r, before the water had risen high enough to greatly interfere with the work 
there was an increase in tbe supply of material and the work was completed. The 
loading of revetment conld not be entirely finished owing to the rapid rise in the river, 
and the stcme was dumped In piles on the work, the intention being that as the water 
fell it would be more evenly distributed. 

In the early part of Jannary the river began rising rapidly, with much ice running. 
As the work on Bnllerton Tow-head was completed as far as could be done, orders 
were received from headquarters to find a snitableand safe place for laying np part of 
the fleet during the flood season. A very safe harbor was found between the tow- 
head and Arkansas bank, and the work of moving the fleet was at once begun, and con- 
tinued from day to day until completed. A small force was kept employed during 
the month securing the work on the outside bank of the tow-head, which they man- 
aged t<» do before the river flooded its bank. 

From the latter part of January until the end of May no work except such neces- 
sary for the proper care and preservation of public property, and for which a small 
number of men were retained, was done. By the latter part of May the river had 
fallen so as to expose about 7 feet of bank, and an examination of the outside of Bnl- 
lerton Tow-head revealed damage to the work there. A close inspection showed 
that the damage was caused by seepage from the interior. The action of this seepage 
water was to soften and slowly wash out tbe stratum of sand and silt overlying the 
clay stratum, allowing the upper strata to settle down, and the work to slide into the 
water. 

Operations were at once begun at these places and continued from the 1st of June 
until the 5th of July, b^ which date all the damage had been repaired. Tbis work 
involved the construction of 1,391 linear feet of mattress, from 45 to 50 feet wide, 
1,105 linear feet of revetment, and 1,004 linear feet of grading. The mattresses were 
made in the following manner: A mattress barge capable of constructing a mattreaa 
165 feet wide was brought alongside of the bank, and with its long axis parallel to it 
and sparrt-d out % feet. A grillage of stout poles was then oonstrncted, one edge of 
it restinp; on the bank, the other on the upper terminus of the ways of the bargeu 
Upon this grillage a heavy mattress was constructed, and when finished the barge was 
sparred out from underneath it, tbe mattress being first fastened to the top of the bank 
by wire cables in such a manner that it could neither move outstream nor down- 
stream, nor could it slide down the bank after being sunk. 

Each successive mattress overlapped the preceding one sufficiently to make contin- 
uous work. The bank was tben graded to a slope of 1 on 3 and the revetment laid 
thereon. It was supposed that the mattress Just described would prevent the oosing 
out of the semi-liquid sand and silt, and that by grading the bank to a long slope and 
thus removing much of the superincn<i.bent weight, the tendency to settle down and 
slide out would be much lessened. The work of repairing was finished on the 5th of 
July, and at that time the bank presented a fine appearance, all the new work having 
been uniformly loaded with stone and the older work being covered down to the water- 
line with a heavy growth of willows. 

On the 5th of July the work of closing the ohute behind Bnllerton Tow-head waa 
begun by commencing the driving of a Hue of anchor piles across, 150 feet above the 
line of proposed dike. These piles were driven in clusters of three each, and from 
25 to 50 feet apart, the wider spaoings being in shallow water. To each pile a wire 
oable was fastenea at such a distance from its foot that when the pile was driven tbe 
cable would have entered a few feet into the bottom. 

At the same time the construction of footing mattresses at each end of propoeed 
dike was begun, that along the tow-head bank, where no caving was going on, being 
200 feet long, while that at the opposite bank, which was a bluff and caving one, was 
552 feet. Jdter these mattresses bad been sunk the bank above them waa graded and 
high- water bank protection laid thereon. 

The object of thus protecting the banks was to prevent caving and cutting around 
tbe ends of the finished dike. 

As soon as a sufficient number of anchor clusters had been driven, the oonstruotion 
of dike foot-mattresses was begun. These were made 165 feet long each, and varied 
in width fVom 75 feet to 100 feet, the wider ones being sunk at such places where the 
depth of water required the dike to consist of four rows of piling. These mattresses 
were anchored with cables to the anchor clnsters above mentioned and in such a 
manner that when sunk from 25 to 30 feet of the mattress would be above the first 
row of dike, while the entire width was such that all the piles of the different rows 
penetrated it, each mattress overlapping the preceding one, so that there really waa 
a continuous mattress across the line or dike. 

By refe? ence to the sketch accompanying this report (Plate XIV), it will be 
that this dike, which is designated Bnllerton Dike No. 2, is nearly completed. 
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The eap cannot be closed antil tbe upper work is done, as the towing of material is 
done through it. 

As fast as this dike was completed a party followed with the construction of an in- 
clined grillage mattress between the former. The grillage for this work is built upon 
piles, which latter are so hung with wire cables from the riders that when the mat 
IS sunk the whole will make an angle of 30^ with the horizontal, the up-stream ends 
of piles and edge of mat resting on bottom. Nino hundred and forty-five feet of this 
work was completed at the end of the period covered by this report, but ouly about 
500 feet sunk, as it was feared that the sinking of more of it might so increase the 
Telocity of the already strong current running through the gap as to seriously increase 
the difficulty of towing through it. 

On September 3 work on Bullerton Dike No. 1 was begun. This dike is a continu- 
ation of the section completed the year previous, which, excepting 100 feet of the 
extreme end, is yet in good condition. Here only the Arkansas bank required any 
protection, and high and low water bank protection 376 feet long was constructed. 

In other respects the work was done as at No. 2 ; that is, the entire length of dike 
was first mattressed and the piles driven through the mattress. 

In this dike, also, a gap will have to be left until the work on the one at the foot 
of Osceola Chute has been completed. This latter work consists in strengthing about 
250 feet of the previously-constructed dike, and was begun on the date terminating 
this report. 

It has been fonnd that the method of constructing dikes as practiced here, t. e,, first 
laying foot-mattress and then driving the piles through it, is decidedly the safest 

Slan where the work is subject to scour, and much to be preferred to that where the 
ike is first constructed, and then a grillage mat built between the piles and sunk. 
In the former case there is very little trouble from drift getting under the mattress, 
as the anchor clusters will collect and hold it until the mattress is sunk, and, should 
any get under it, it will usually work out during the operation of sinking. 

When these mattresses are sunk it is quite certain that they lie in good shape on 
the bottom. In the other case, the drift collecting against the dike, and projecting 
more or less inside of it, is a serious obstacle to properly sinking the mattress, anc^ 
then, where piles are driven in clusters of two or more, as is usual, and where they 
are more or less spread at bottom, it is impossible to sink it so that it will lie flat. 

No difficulty has been euconntcTcd in sinxing the dike foot-matresses. One of them, 
160 by 100 feet, was lobt before if could be sunk by the accumulated drift breaking 
down the anchor piles to which this mattress was fastened. 

This has been the only loss incurred at this work, not a pile driven having been 
seoured out or otherwise lost. 

Tbe maximum depth of water on the line of Dike No. 1 was found to be 28 feet, axM 
at Dike No. 2, 34 feet. An examination of the outside bank of Bullerton Tow-head 
made in the early part of August, revealed damages to the work there at four places, 
two of which were at the site of previous repairs. 

The damage is not very extensive and has not increased in extent since first discov- 
ered. At one of these places the damage is evidently caused by failure of the high 
and low water bank protection to properly connect. 

This could not be avoided at the time, as after the foot-mattress had been sunk and 
before the revetment could be laid the water rose considerably. 

As it appears evident that the usual method of protecting the banks f^om erosion 
will not avail against interior seepage, some other plan will he tried when the repairs 
are begun. 

A series of experiments to determine the best method of counteracting the damage 
eaused to river banks by seepage water has been conducted here with an apparatus 
designed by Mr. A. J. Frith, assistant engineer in charge. Twenty- four experiments 
were tried, some of them covering a period of eight days. From these it would ap- 
pear that a system of lateral and transverse blind drains bedded on the clay stratum 
will drain these places without injuring the banks. Whether these drains would not 
in time become choked with the mud to such an extent as to become inoperative can 
only be decided by tests, covering a long period, in the natural banks. Very favor- 
able results were obtained by driving pues at the foot of the bank, and then tilling 
the space included^ between the lines of piling and the bank with fascines heavily 
weignted. 

In practice there would be two rows of close piling, one to be driven about sqni- 
distant between the foot of bank and the water-line, the other at the foot. The 
spaces between the first row and the bank, and that between the two rows of piling 
to be filled in with thick, narrow mattress, and the whole heavily loaded with stone. 
This work will not extend above water surface, the bank above to be graded and re- 
Teted in the usual manner. It is believed that this method will prevent the sliding 
out of the softenM silt and sand composing the bank, while at the same time allow- 
ing the seepage water to drain throngh. fi acted thus in the experiments, and will 
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be tried on the Ballerton bank. The drainage plan will also be practically tested 
there. 

Appended is a sammary of work done during the period, and a statement of mate- 
rial expended in constraotion during the same time. Necessarily, there was a large 
amount of work done which cannot be properly tabulated, such as removing drill, 
clearing of banks, removing stone and dehris from damaged parts of bank^ pumping 
out boats, and other work necessary for the proper care of plant. 

The accompanying sketch (Plate ZIV) shows the condition of the work at Bnller- 
ton Tow-head and in Bullerton Chute on September 30, 1884. 

To avoid confusion of lines, the foot-mattress is shown in front of dikes and the in- 
clined one in the rear. 

The heavily shading sections of Bullerton bank show location of damaged parts. 

Respectfully submitted. 

AUG. J. NOLTY, 
United States SuperiiUendeiU, 

Mr. Arthur J. Frith, 

United Statee Aaeistant Engineer in eharge. 



Summary of work done from Norember I, 1883, to September 30, 1884. 



Work done. 



Foot*inattreM made sqaares. 

Foot-mattress sunk do... 

Bevetment made do... 

ReTetment loaded do... 

Inclined mattress made do... 

Inclined mattress sank do... 

Bike finished linear feet . 

Grading bank cnbio yards. 



Bnllerton 
Tow-head. 



1,242.85 
1,422.85 
2,636.2 
6,186.9 



Id, 827 



Bnllerton 
Chate. 



3.893.7 
2,983.7 
1, 039 21 
856.11 
647.9 
275 
1,226 
10,871 



TolaL 



4,636166 
4.406l66 
a,67&4l 
7.048.91 

647.9 

275 

1,226 

23,698 



Summary of material expended from November 1, 1883, to September 30, 1884. 



Material. 



Stone onbic yards. 

Bmsh -....cords. 

Poles do... 

Piling feet. 

Wire... pounds. 

Spikes do... 

Coal bnshels. 

Bope feet. 

Wire cables niunber. 



Bnllerton 
Tow-head. 



13,04917 

2,737.9 

189.5 



8,500 
350 
160 

"ioo" 



Bnllerton 
Chute. 



8,245.8 

3,02L87 
423.25 
97,321 
11,000 

2,903 

1,888 

1,826 

8.812 



TotaL 



1^296.5 
5. 789. 27 
SOL 76 

97.321 

19,609 
3,258 

2,oa 

1,826 
4,011 



F7. 



RSPORT OF B. P. HATFIELD, ASSISTANT ENGnnSBR, UPON OPERATIONS AT PLUlf 

POINT DIKES. 

Plum Point Dikes, October 11, 1684. 

Sir: In obedience tonstructions received from yon, I bave the bonor to sabinil 
tbe following report of operations at Plum Point Dikes, coven og the period from I>o- 
eember 1, 1883, to October 1, 1884. 

From December 1, 18^, to December 4, only a small piece of foot-mat was made at 
the head of the main dike, and work was suspended. 

To this time there had been boilt— 

Vael. 

Main dike 2,006 

Cross-dike No. 1 794 

Cross-dike No. a 648 

Total 3,445 
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Maroh 10 work wm resumed with a force of fonr pile- driven in charge of Mr. James 
Anthony, fleet foreman. Apiil 10 I was directed by you to take charge. 

The dikes were commenced at a 28-foot stage of water, and kept high near the shore, 
ffradualiy falling to about 17 feet. The dimensions of the dikes are, width equal twice 
the height, and ajp to 25 feet high two piles in front row; above this height 3 piles in 
front, and 2 piles in the other rows. 

When the width of the dike wonld be over 22 or 23 feet between the rows, 4 rows 
of piles are intended, as braces longer than this too readily break. Cables lead to the 
rider of the rear row from the river bottom at front and middle rows ; these cables 
are fastened to the piles before driving. Diagonal braces of cable are stretched from 
«very fourth pile in each row over the top of the dike, and to prevent vibration of 
the piles in * clumps'' of 2 and 3 of front row, they are being wrapped with cables at 
nearly middle height. 

This is found to stiffen the clump. Each pile is lashed to a brace and each brace 
is fastened with one turn of cable around the pile, aud two turns around the rider — 
braces being notched to prevent slipping, and the lashing so disposed as to meet 
the pressure. The old method of fastening by drift-bolts and separate strands of 
wire which were drawn tight by twisting, was abandoned, aud cables of vartoos 
lengths required have been supplied. Experiments made May 7 showed that the 
eables required for security of the end fastening, at least one and one-half turns with 
three spikes turned over the cable and clinched into the wood — this rule has been 
followed in all fastenings. 

The pile-drivers lashed the riders to the piles, but the braces were lashed by a 
" wiring party.'' This party was organized under a careful foreman, with a view of 
securing more uniform and thorough work than wonld have been done by the drivers, 
whose foremen were apt to be in too much haste to be careful. The foreman of the 
wiring party also superintends all cable work which requires steam-power of the driv- 
ers. In addition I willstato, that the orders have been that the piles should be driven 
at least 16 feet, but near the outor end of the dikes they have been driven 20 feet to allow 
for some scour. Cross-dike No. 6 was commenced during high- water and about 400 
feet built ; the strong current here soon scoured the bottom so that about 200 feet of 
the dike fell in. The wreck, remaining in deep water, proved difficult to clear awav, 
and the dike was rebuilt, starting 300 teet above the former, and where there was 20 
feet less water; this was biiilt out 700 feet, and by offset dropped back to original line. 

At Cross-dike No. 4, 150 feet of the dike was scoured out, but the wreck was re- 
moved and fOi>t-mat laid on which the dike was rebuilt. To carry out the dikes to the 
distance intended will require 500 feet more on Cross-dike 5, 400 feet on Cross-dike 4, 
and 100 feet on Cross-dike 3, but there is yet so much to be done to secure the dikes as 
hnilt, that the extension has been delayed until the mattress work is more advanced. 

The matress work began May 13, commencing with ** tip-mat " on Cross-dike 3. 
This mat rests on piles inclined from the bottom of the front row of piles to near the 
rider of the back row. There are as many of these inclined piles as there are piles 
in the front row. They are suspended from the middle rider by two parts of cable 
and twtt parts also leading to the rider of the front row. The frame of the mat is 
hnng by wires until the mat is complete. The wires are cut and the mat dropped and 
loaded until sunk. In this mat the small end of the brnsh is at the top and bottom ; 
the bottom extends from 10 to 15 feet outside the dike. The brush is laid diagonally 
in the dike to receive the support of the inclined piles in addition to the frame. 

In deeper water, and where it is necessary to secure the dikes from scour before a 
tip-mat could be made, a fiat grillage has been made. 

At dikes 3 and 4, before the outer ends could be built, it was necessary to lay a 
foot-mat. Along the face of the main dike a foot-mat 100 feet wide has been placed — 
lUso the same around the end of Cross-dike No. 6, extending 200 feet back. For the 
security of the dikes aud proper sinking of mat, great care has been taken to prevent 
drift lodging, and to remove it when so lodged. Drift rows of piling were made above 
dikes 3, 4, and 5, and wore very useful, although considerable drift would come 
through, yet not too much to handle. To remove the drift a party worked ahead of 
the mat partv and fastened the drift to the drift row, or passed it back to where the 
mat was sunk and let it go on the dike. The appearance of the water behind the tip- 
mat showed whether it was well on the bottom, and where holes were apparent we 
have placed small pieces of foot-mat over the hole. As the water has receded so that 
the enect of the tip-mat can be seen, it shows that where the small end of the brush 
is resting well on the bott>om a deposit is soon made over this brush, and the current 
checked ; but if the mat is held up by any drift, scour occurs; there is also no deposit 
if the butt end of the brush is dowu. 

Daring low water we were able to improve several such places, and also distribato 
the rock better over mat sunk in high water. 

As directed, no tip-mat has been built at Cross-dike No. 6, bat a grillage has been 
laid throngh it, except a small piece which will soon be completed. Bank protection 
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has been completed on Cross-dike No. 4 and that on Cross* dike No. 5, except loading 
and grading done at No. 6. 

The mat part3' had trouble from reefs forming above the dike, so that barges of 
bmsh and rock could not be brought in. Some of this has been transferred to flats 
and some had to be carried over dry ground. 

In working from the lower side of the dike the brush has to be turned over and 
passed through the dike and cables ; the rock also has to be carried over the rear of 
the mat, which processes are slow and troublesome. It has been resorted to when it 
was necessary that the mat should be built and sunk. 

Consolidated report, mattreea work. Plum Point Dikw, from May 13 to October 1, 1884. 



Hsin 

CroM-dlke Ko. 1. 
Cross-dike Ko. 2. 
CroM*dike No. 8. 
CioM-dikeHo. 4. 
CioM-dike Ko- 5. 
CitMS-dike No. 6. 



Total. 



Month. 



Dike. 


Foot-mat. 


Tip-mat. 


Gtillage-mat. 


Bank protection. 


Hftln 


lAnLfL 
1,698 


8a. ft. 
1W.900 


Lin.fL 


Sq.ft. 


Lin.fL 


Sq.fL 


lAn.fL 


fiff.A 


Cross-dike No. 1 














Cross-dike No. 2 














"220 
200 




Cross-dike No. 8 






1,800 

1,725 

516 


112,085 

307,495 

86,15a 


300 
510 


21,000 
85,700 


8,140 


Cioss-dike No. 4 






16,000 


Cro8s*dlke No. 5 








Crass-dike No. 6 


650 


65.000 


2,850 


178,825 
















Total 


2,849 


284,900 


4,041 


256,780 


3,660 


285,525 


420 


23,140 







Dike. 



Materials. 



Stone. Bmsb. 



OrLydt. 
847.8 



1, 129. 8 

1,204.8 

270.0 

1,88&6 



Cord*. 
1,067.1 



Poles- 



OordM. 
64— 



1, 416. 4 

1,506.8 

847.7 

2,850.0 



5,840.4 6,696.0 



186— 

168— 

89— 

219.8 



611.8 



M»y 

Jnne 

July 

Angost... 
Bepwmber 

Total. 



Labor 
secured 
(days). 



Labor lost (days). 



Sick. 



771.7 
1,799.8 
2,005.7 
2,000.3 
1 81&4 



8,395.4 



Pnlling 
drift 



20.6 

226. • 

85.9 

88.2 



Moving 
barges. 



20.2 
178.9 
200. - 
183.6 

14. - 



869.7 



641.7 



Sundays, 

&0. 



60.5 
424. - 
857.6 
481.5 
386. • 



1.608.6 



Kaln. MUcel- 
^^ laoeons. 



66.3 
46.2 
17.0 
58.8 



172.2 



Wire. 



OoOm, 
60l4 



o&o 

72.S 

16.4 

111.6 



81T.6 



Total. 



7.6 

6.1 

84.7 

66i4 

825.8 



429.5 



870.6 
2;6S8.0 
2,780.0 
2,676.0 
2,548w0 



11,617.0 
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CimsolieUUed report pHe'driver operatianSf Plam Paint Dikes, frefm March 10 to October 1, 

ld84. 



Da js work of drirers : 

On dike 

On mattress 

Piles driven 

Sideni and braoi^ 

Hoars (10 per day, each driver) : 

Driving 



Lost- 
Changing position. 

Coaling 

Splicing line. 



Lifting anchor.. 
Cleaning boiler. 

Sain 

Out of— 

Pttoa 

Cables 

Ifisoellaneoas . . 



Totals. 



On dike- 
Wiring.. 
Misoeuan 



eons 



Totals. 



On mattress- 
Polling drift... 
Placing piles .. 
Moving barges. 
Miscellaneous . 



Totals 



Force, Including pile-party and 
wire-party — 

Foreman 

Bngineers 

Firemen ;.. 

Laborers 

Others 

Materials : 

Feet of piling 

Cables 

Staples 

Spikes 

Drift-bolts 



67 



527 
216 

450 



28 

4 



20 
21 



47 



115 



81 



44 

8e,910 

420 

235 

1,218 

781 






& 

^ 



162 



891 
616 

1,109 



295 

23 

1,890 

879 

2,239 



37 
21 
8 
12 
48 
67 

185 

4 

111 



478 



30 



80 



1 
2 



8 



223 

187 

187 

1,181 

72 

76,178 

607 

129 

8,280 

1.741 



82 
28 
21 
60 
120 
42 



77 



468 



219 
10 



229 



36 

189 

2 

18 



244 



425 
868 
863 
2,447 
124 

188,979 

4,500 

478 

20,689 

244 






812 
80 

1,449 
942 

2,012 



186 

57 

11 

82 

120 

184 

55 

5 
196 



745 



881 
8 



888 



264 

415 
16 
79 



774 



>) 

§ 



219 

38 

796 

886 

1,172 



77 
50 
5 
42 
76 
64 

829 

87 
148 



878 



109 
84 



148 



204 

157 

5 

16 



882 



624 
464 
464 

2,906 
120 

119,790 

4,568 

898 

29,140 



829 

815 

l,924i 

124 

66,706 

2,196 

107 

12,459 



E 



I 



851 

45 

1,230 

738 

1,689 



197 

28 

480 

624 

806 



154 

06 

17 

4 

142 
17 

608i 

21 

204 



1.247i 



5421 
12 



5644 



91 

300 

74 

4 



460 



646 
476 
444 
2.801 
124 

98,768 
4,458 



29,255 



81 
64 
13 
11 
64 
44 

19 

3 

66 



864 



678 
26 



608 



77 
100 

87 
218 



477 



840 
284 
256 
1,720 
139 

49.608 

O, vUo 



s 

o 
H 



1,603 

214 

7,272 

4,301 

9,477 



28,589 



590 
819 
70 
161 
690 
879 

l,21»l 
120 
842 



4, 9901 



1,8691 



ltW8i 



678 

1,161 

186 



2,854 



2,607 

2,172 

2,096 

18,372i 

747 

586.919 
20,142 

1.848 
128.425 

2,716 



Knmberofdike. 



Main 

CrMS-dike,Kal 
CnMS-dike,iro.2 
Cross-dike, Na 8 
Cios»<iike,Ko.4 
Cioes-dike,Ko.5 
Cnisa-dike, Ho. 6 



Work performed (linear feet). 



Previous to December 
1,1888. 



Line. 



1. 



2,008 
794 
643 



2. 



8. 



2,0082,008 



794 
643{ 



794 
648 



« 

•a 

8 

<3 



2,008 
794 
648 



December 1, 1888, to 
October 1, 1884. 



Line. 



1,017 
191 
957 



8. 



1,017 
191 
967 



2, 100 2, ]00|2, 100,. 



2.0002,000 

2.200 

8,100 



1.017960 
1911.. 
9571.. 



2,000... 



1,017 
191 
957 



Total to October 1, 

1884. 



Line. 



985 



8,0258,0258,025060 



986i 985 



1,6001,6001,600 
2. 100:2, 100 2,100 2, 100 
. .2, 0002,000)2. aOO'2. 000 
2. 2C0 2, 200 20012, 200i2, 200 2, 200|2. 200 _ 
8, 100,8, 100 .. . 8, 100 8, 10013, lOOjO. 100^ . 



i 



8,02s 



1,600 
2,100 
2,000 

9002.200 
8,100 
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CkmsoUdated report pile-4Hver operathns, Phim Paint Dikee, ^o. — Continned. 



PilepartT 

Wire party 

Pile-drfvert 

Total force 

LoBt by Sundays and holidays 

Labor seonrod 



DiTlaion of foroe. 



I 



166 

135 

2,206 



2,607 
844 



2,163 



I 



2,172 



2,172 
298 



1.874 



s 

I 



2.088 



I 



1,287 

1,848 

10,742i 



2,098 
290 



18.8721 
1,809 



1,808 1 11,6681 



t 



747 



747 
100 



647 



A small portion of tbe mat remaina to be loaded wbeii the stage of water is more 
favorable. The e:ittent of the dikes obliges as to move barges a long distance by 
hand ; this has consumed mnoh time. Steamers have not been able to assist mnoh. 
Xn this handling of the barges the drift row of piling has been very useful. 

The map and tabular reports accompanying (i^late XIII) show the location, char- 
acter, aud amount of the work performed, and other items which may be of interest. 
It gives me pleasure to refer to the valuable assistance I have received from Mr. Jamee 
Anthony, fleet-foreman, and Mr. G. Holmes, as boarding-master. 
Very respectfully, 

8. P. HATFIELD, 
United States Aeeiatant Engineer, 
A. J. Frith, 

United Statee Aeeietant Engineer. 
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BEPORT OF F. A. TBAGBB, ASSISTANT ENGINEER, UPON OPERATIONS AT CRAIGHEAI^S 

POINT. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith my report of work done between Station 
66 A aud Craighead's Point from August 5, 1884, to October 1. 1884. 

On August 5 a mat 150 feet wide was started about 100 feet below Station 56 A, 
and from the 5th to the 27th 1.197 feet were made and 1,097 feet sunk, 100 feet having 
been lost in sinking. 

On the 28th a new mat 175 feet wide was commenced, with a heavy boom of cypress 
piling. Thirty-three feet of mat were made on the barge before shifting, and on Sep- 
tember 2 an attempt was made to launch it, but owing to the strong current, the in- 
stant it struck the water the boom broke, and the mat doubled up and slid fh>m the 
barge. This piece of mat, 33 feet by 175 feet, was sunk near the shore, and on the 3d 
a new one, 150 feet, was started with a boom three piling in thickness. 

On the 5th this met the same fate as the other. 

From the 6th to the 8th the bank was cleared preparatory to grading, and on the 
9th another mat 175 feet wide was started, with two oooms ten feet apart, and seven 
piling running up into the mat, which was commenced on the upper boom. On the 
16th 38 feet were successfully launched, and held by seven lines and two wire ropes. 
Drift began to collect almost imperceptibly, and on the 20th the two wire ro|>ee 

Sarted, causing the head of the mat to sink about 2 feet. On the 25th enongh drift 
ad collected to sink it 3 feet more. A large force of men was kept at work removing 
the drift, and on the 27th the mat looked m good condition, and preparations wen 
made for sinking on the 29th. 

The mat was now 581 feet in length, and held by six 2-inoh and seven l^-inch lines 
and one wire rope. On the morning of the 29th all lines parted, and the mat and 
mat-barge and three other barges were carried down the river. 

These were landed by the Kirns, and towed back by the Kirns and Itaska. 

Another mat 150 feet wide has been started, but, as per ordocs, it will not be launched 
until drift stops mnning. 
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At the place where these mats were started the river is less than 2,000 feet wide, 
and, as will be seen by the accompanying sketch (Plate XV), the current strikes 
straight into the bank at that point, making it very difficult to hold a mat there. 

Caving is taking place rapidly just below the mat, but very little has taken place 
behind the mat. 
The sand-bars on sketch are not taken from survey. 
Very respectfully, 

F. A. YEAGER, 
A89iBtant Engkteer, 
Arthur J. Frith, 

United States Aeeietant Engineer, 



F9. 
I 

ftBPORT OF KBVILLB B. CRAIQ, ASSISTANT ENGINEER, UPON SURVEYS, PLUM POINT 

REACH. 

ASHPORT, Tenn., October 17, 1884. 

Sir: In accordance with Instructions, I have the honor to submit the following 
report for the eleven months ending October 1, 1884 (Appendix F 9, and Plates f 
np sheets). III, IV, V^ VI, and VII.) 

The following is a bnef summary of work done by the snrvey party. [Here fol- 
lows A statement showing that the time of this party was well occupied. — J. G. D. K.] 

During the period embraced by this report fourteen measurements of discharge 
were made at Fulton. The four channels at Bullerton were gauged September 15. 

The meter party, under Assistant Engineer Riley, was detached from the main 
party, and engaged upon cnrrent observations from December 19 to February 28. 

Below are given the results of all the discharge observations made subsequent to 
February S24. Those made previous to that date by Assistant Engineer W. H. Powlesa, 
then in charge of the party, were probably reduced and the results sent away with- 
out retaining copies. At least I can find none here. 

DISCHARGE OBSERVATIONS. 




At FuUon, November 1, U83, to Oetobtr 
1,1884. 



FebraAry25,1884.. 
Febmary 26, 1884. . 

March 12, 1884 

Kw«hl8.1884 

April 3,1884 

April 26, 1884 

Aj^rit 28, 1884 

Ifay8,1884 

Iby9, 1884 

Kay 24, 1884 

Jane 21, 1884 

Angost 8,1884 

Sefrtember 18, 1884 



JTomr Fniton Section, htad ^ Aland 84. 



May 0,1884 

Suficriofi, Stptmn^er 16, 1884. 



BnllertoB Chnte 

Chaanel ontslde Ballerton 

MiddlaBarOlianael 

Taakfle Bar Ohann^ 



Total diuharga 



88.56 
33.56 
81.45 
81. 80 
84.97 
30.55 
30.47 
20.10- 
20.52 
21.65 
20.55 
14.34 
6.00 



2a 44 



7.16 
7.15 
7.16 
7.16 



Sq./oot^ 
160,635 
170, 762 
167,760 
167,160 
178,200 
161,550 
161,550 
153, 610 
154,722 
181,340 
131,480 
112,100 
02,710 



000,120 



20,480 
23,020 
18,840 
18,600 



Feet. 
&64 
8.30 
6.34 
7.70 
8.26 
7.43 
7.14 
6.087 
7.21 
4.50 
4.40 
3.441 
2.003 



4.462 



1.85 
1.666 
8.848 
L020 



SI 

s 



Feet. 

1L64 

1L76 

7.82 

0.32 

10.48 

0.15 

0.04 

8.47 

0.08 

6.82 

5.67 

4.15 

2.38 



6.11 



2.066 
2.677 
4.262 
1687 



(Mrie/eet. 

1,466,448 

1,432,774 

1,067,686 

1,286,278 

1, 472, 150 

1,201,026 

1,153,450 

1,073,313 

1,115,606 

501,868 

600,068 

886,117 

180,710 



081,018 



88,806 
88.848 
44,881 
26,188 



148,609 
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The meter party, under Mr. Riley, failed to accomplish anything owing to the strong 
earrent at the old Fnlton ffanging section, and the inahility of uie launch to do the 
work required of her. All the results given below were obtained by the method of 
doable floats. 

It will be observed that two sections were gaug^ at Fulton on the 8th and 9th of 
May. 

The first ganging was done on the old gauging section. Then the new gauging seo- 
tion, just above the head of Island 34, was gauged ; after which discharge observations 
were again made on the old section. 

The two sections were opposite in character, the old being narrow and deep, the 
new wide and very shallow. They were so situated that gauging them was equiva- 
lent to gauging behind a submerged dam and then on its crest. 

As anticipated, widely divergent results were obtained, as the following comparison 
will show : 



Bate. 



Old section observed May8 

Do ; M«y9 

Old seotioii oompnted : May 9 

Jfew Motion obMrved May 9 



Time. 



10.21 a. m. 

2.45 p. m. 

10.00 a. m. 

10.00 a. m. 



Area. 



8q./4eL 
153,610 
164,722 
154,687 
200,120 



Mean 

velocity pel 

seoono* 



Fett, 
6.987 
7.210 
7.178 
4462 



Discharge 
perseoond. 



ChMcft€t. 

1,078,813 

1,115,606 

1,108,494 

981,018 



Fulton 
gauge ^ 
reading! 



29l10 
29l58 
29.44 
29.44 



The third column is computed from the first and second, on the supposition that 
the area and mean velocity vary uniformly with the gauge-reading durinjg; the inter- 
val . The constant variation i n the cross-section at the old gauging section is deserving 
of careful study. I am convinced that the section constantly endeavors to adapt 
itself to the discharge, but when a sudden change in staf^ occurs, the section is lai^^r 
or smaller, as the case may be, than the discharge requires ; and at such times gaujg- 
ing is erroneous fh>m consideriuflr an area that is either not wholly effective for 
discharge, or so much less than the discharge requires that for the time being tho 
law of velocity in a vertical plane is changed. A number of facts lead to this con- 
clusion, but additional observations taken with particular regard to this subject are 
required before the inference can be regarded as liftot. 

It is my hope that discharge measurements may be in future a more prominent 
feature in the work of the party. 

THK UBVBB 8UKVST. 

This survey was begun June 24, under instructions to make a survey, plans, and 
estimates for a levee tnat would prevent the escape of water over Plnm Point. The 
first part of the work involved a survey of the old Ashport levee, extending from Ash- 
port to the bluffs, 8 miles back. Cross-sections of the levee were taken every 100 feet 
and at many intermediate points. 

I found the levee in a very fair condition, but it seems to have been built on the sup- 
position that high water at the bluffs would be about the same level as at Ashport, 
while as a matter of fact there was a difference in the high water of 1882 at the two 
places of about 4 feet, being highest at the bluffs. 

Asa consequence, almost the first flood after its construction ruined it, and the badly 
damaged portion is all at the end next the bluffs, while near Ashport the levee is m 
a long distance still perfect. From Ashport our location is along the river, at varying 
distances from it^ to the head of Yankee Bar. It then follows a ridge back of Crutoh- 
er's Lake and strikes the main bank of Old River back of Flower Island, which it 
follows for a mile and a half, and then runs directly to Gold Creek, which it meets 
about 1 mile above its month. 

I regret that deficiency in the office force and the short time allowed for the prepa- 
ration of this report render it impossible for me to present the results of the survey 
here. 

The line was completed August 31. 

BUMMART OF CHAKOS8 ON THB RBAOH. 

A map showing scour and deposit on the entire reach was made some months ago, 
but witnont a pantagraph I am unable to make a reduction of it to a smaller scale in 
time for this report.* 

"^^~~" '■" » ' ' ■■ -- 

* Blue prints of this were distributed to the Mississippi River Commission. The 
map, if reproduced here, would be apt to mislead, as the comparison was of low- 
water stage, with a following intermediate falling stage. Results shown would be 
greatly modified by the following falling river. ' J. G. D. K« 
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In au accompanying diagram (Plate III) I have, however, given graphically a 
comparisoti of effective low-water croBS-Hection areoM for three surveys, viz, that 
made in the fall of 1881, that of October, 1883, and the last general survey, made in 
May and June, 1884. Maps are also submitted showing the condition of the river in 
the vicinity of Bullerton Towhead (Plate VII) aud the Gold Dust Dikes (Plate VI) 
firom surveys made during the lowest water of the season. Accompanying viich of 
these two maps are comparisons (Plates IV and V) of the present condition of the 
river in the localities mentioned with that shown by the survey of October, 1883. 

The roost remarkable and sudden changes on the reach are those which have oc- 
curred in the Bullerton Channels. During the last high water a general deposit took 
place over nearly the whole area of Bullerton Chute, as shown by the survey of April 
15, and just outside the opening in the Osceola- Bullerton Dike; this deposit attained 
a maximum depth of 27 feet. 

Such an obstruction in what had been the main channel brought an increa<}ed force 
ajs&inst the weaker portion of the dike at the foot of Osceola Bar, and it gave way. 

A large amount of water began passing into Bullerton Chute through the break in 
the dike, and scoured the channel deeper as the water fell. 

At a lower stage a general deposit in the main river oppositi't and below Bullerton 
resulted, and the extremely unfavorable state of affairs shown by the survey of May 
22 ensncMcl. The building of the cross dikes on ranges 48^ and 5li in Bnllerton Chute 
went far, however, to rectify the mischief donn, aud in a few weeks' time the river 
cut a steamboat channel through the immense bar in the middle of the river, as 
shown by the survey of August 4. This cut through the bar, by diminishing the 
current in the channel just outside Bullerton, acted rather unfavorably upon the old 
Bullerton crossing at Bullerton light, which for a time became extremely trouble- 
some to all the larger steam and tow boats, until about the middle of August they 
abandoned it entirely in favor of the middle- bar channel. This state of affairs ex- 
isted during the latter ^art of August and the first fifteen days in September. The 
extension meanwhile ot Dike No. 6, the lowest of the Hotchkiss dikes, was operat- 
ing graflually to make the middle-bar channel difficult of entrance above, uarrow and 
crooked in places below. Steamboats frequently ran aground, and in one instance a 
fleet of five barges of the Saint Louis and Mississippi Valley Transportation Com- 
pany broke and ran aground in it. 

About this time the Bullerton survey of Sept-ember 13 revealed the fact that the 
old Bullerton crossing had been soouriug and straightening itself, and that there was 
a clear 12-foot channel for the stage then existing. 

A few days later all the boats in the river were using this ohanuel, and the middle 
bar channel was completely abandoned. 

CAVING BANKS. 

The following are the most noteworthy cases of caving banks on the reach : 

(1.) On the Arkansas side of the river immediately above Daniel's Point a large 
amount of caving occurred during the subsidence of the last high water, 

(2.) Some caving has been going on constantly on the outside of Ashport Bar, R. 
22-24, but is not important. 

(3.) On the Tennessee side, between R. 22 and R. 26^ the oarinji; is quite rapid dur- 
ing the falling stages succeeding high water. This caving attains its maximum at 
a point above 750 feet below R. 25, where between the surveys of October, 1883, and 
April, 1884, the caving amounted to 400 feet. The significance of this fact is seen 
wnen it is stated that from R. 21 to R. 25 several sloughs and low banks permit an 
enormous volume of water to escape into the low ground a quarter of a mile beyond 
where the levee survey shows a dry lake or slough of immense size leading directly 
to Cold Creek. Every foot that caves here serves to weaken the slight barrier that 
now remains, and increases the probability that Plum Point may, oefore long, be 
csalldd Plum Islaod. 

(4.) From R. 30^, just below Fletcher's, to R. 36, atElmot,the worst case of caving 
on the reach occurs. 

From October, 1883, to May, 1884, the caving was as follows: R. 31=100 feet; R. 
32=210 feet; R. 33c=385 feet; R. :^=700 feet; R. 34=385 feet; R. 35=10 feet; R. 
36, slight. 

Since the May survey, the caving has been more rapid on the lower ranges near 
Blmot, and not so great upon those above. 

(5.) There has aTso been considerable caving going on between ranges 34 and 36, 
inside Elmot Bar, which, on range 35, amounts to about 270 feet, between October, 
1883, and the present date. 

(6.) On the Arkansas side, back of Bullerton Tow-head, R. 50^R. 54, the maximum 
caving amounts to about 100 feet, between October, 1HK{, and May, 1884. 

(7.) Between the same dates, the head of Yankee Bar has receded 740 feet down- 
stream. 
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(8.) The whole shore-line on the Arkansas side, between Pettey's Landing and R. 
70, ac Craighead Point, has been caving rapidly. From October, 1883, to June, 1884, 
the greatest caving was between R. 61 and R. 71, reaching its maximnm at R. 63^. 
where it amounted to 380 feet. Since June, 1884, the caving has been more rapid 
above, and priooipally dne to the impinging force of the strong current passing 
through the middle bur and Yankee Bar channels. 

I regret that the brief time allowed for the preparation of this report has rendered 
it impossible for me to even gather together and examine many of the maps and com> 
potations on iile at Elmot and at Cairo, which would be absolutely necessary to make 
this report thorough and complete. My present assistants, Messrs. Maurer and Stur- 
tevant, as well as those lately connected with the party, Messrs. Hiroi and Hall, have 
rendered valuable service. 

Mr. Maurer, particularly, is deserving of the greatest cvedit for the faithful and 
painstaking manner in which he has done the draughting and made all necessary re- 
ductions. 

Mr. Herman, though only serving as level rodman, has fi:equently done efficient 
service with the transit. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

NEVILLE B. CRAIG, 
United State* Aetistant Engineer, 

A. J. Frith, 

Aeeieiant Engineer, 



APPENDIX G. 

RBPORT OV CAPTAIN OLINTOK B. SEARS, CORPS OF XNaiNBBRS, UPON OPERATIONS IN 

THR SECOND DISTRICT. 

(Mt^. A. M. Miller, Corps of Engineers, U. S. A., in charge, to September 1, 1884 ; Capt. 
Clinton B Sears, Corps of Engineers, U. S. A., in charge (temporarily) since Septem- 
ber 1, 1884.) 

This district extends from the foot of Island 40 to the mouth of White River. The 
improvements of two reaches only in this district have so far been contemplated^ viB, 
the Memphis and Helena reaches. Owing to a want of funds, nothing has been done 
on the latter reach beyond a survey, nor has any project for its improvement been 
made. 

1. Mempkie Beaoh and Harbor, 
(Assistant Engineer W. M. Rees, in local charge. ) 

The original project for the Improvement of this reach, submitted by Major Miller 
and approved by the Commission, contemplated the narrowing of the nver below Ib1> 
and 40 to an average of 3,000 feet by closing Beef Chute, east of Island 40 (in first 
district), by building up the bar from Ash Slough to foot of Island 40, by means of 
dikes, and by the same means to build up artificial banks on the opposite side in the 
Ash Slough Bend and at the bend above Mound City ; to close Frame's Chute at high 
water, and to hold the caving banks in Hopefield Bend, on the Arkansas side, and to 
do the same on the Tennessee side from Frame's Chute t'O mouth of Wolf River, and 
below the latter as far as may be necessary for the preservation of the city front. 
Below Fort Pickering to close the chute to the east of President's Island by dikes. 

This project has been carried out only as far as relates to the revetment work in 
Hopefieid Bend, and above and below the mouth of Wolf River. No dike work has 
been done. 

Revetment work has been carried on at intervals through two years as rapidly 
the funds available and the state of the river would permit. 

HOPEFIELD BEND. 



This revetment consists of a subaqueous mattress, about 140 feet wide, and an np- 
^ 3r b^k brush revetment laid on a graded bank and well ballasted with stone, up 
to November 1, 1883,6^00 linear feet of subaqueous mat had been sunk and 4,100 



linear feet of upper bank protection had been placed. 

Duriog the last eleven months the work has been carried on as energetically as poa- 
siblti, but under mauy adverHe circumstances, and has been attended with many 
losses, caused by drift accumulations and strong current's. Much damage has been 
done by the flood to the work at the head of the bend, and all of the subaqueona 
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nuftttress from where the upper bank revetment ended down to the end had disap- 
peared after the flood. 

Thie is sapposed to be lying on the bottom of the river^ and may have some bene- 
ficial effect m retarding the deepening of the channel were it lies. 

The flood of la84 left only some 5,700 linear feet of bank protection in fair shape. 
No caving of importance took place along this piece, bnt below it where the upper 
bank had not been revetted extensive caving took place. 

The revetment at the upper end of the bend has been repaired and the subaqueous 
mat and upper bank protection has been continued down-stream from the end of the 
nninjured portion of last spring. 

The subaqueous mats have been made wider and stronger, the upper bank protec- 
tion has been made thicker, and greater care has been taken to connect the upper and 
lower bank revetments. • 

It is expected that the main portion of this work wUl be completed before the next 
high water. 

For details of manner of construction, cost, progress, and condition of work, Oc- 
tober 1, laSif see Assistant Engineer Rees's report herewith, marked Appendix G 1 and 
map marked Appendix G, Plate I. 

HEMPBIB HARBOR. 

The work here is local and for the protection of the city front, which is covered 
with costly buildings, such as elevators, cotton sheds, warehouses, oil mills, railroad 
depots, &c. 

Just below the mouth of Wolf River the whole main channel of the river strikes 
the shore almost at right aueles ; the current is very strong and the channel very 
deep, having at some places 100 feet at 11.4 feet on Memphis gauge, and this within 
300 feet of Uie shore. 

These conditions, taken in connection with the hindrance from buidin^ en top of 
the bank and extending down to the water the constant use of the banks lor steamers, 
barges, ferry landings, coal fleets, and railroad transfer landings, cause any attempts 
to protect this front to be attended with many and serious difficulties. 

An eflfeotual protection should consist of a continuous subaqueous mattress, at least 
300 feet wide, of double thickness and well ballasted with stone; of an extra thick 
and strong upper bank I'evetment, solidly covered with stone, and laid on a grade not 
lesa than one to four, and of a strong brush mat connection^ woven into tne upper 
work and lapping well over the lower work. 

These conditions we have been unable so far to fulfill as regards width of lower 
mat. The two abortive attempts to sink wide mats are described in Mr. Rees's report. 

The reason of this failure was that these mats were not strong enough to stand the 
great cross-strains thrown onto them while sinking. Had it been practicable to have 
evenly distributed the strains on the lines and rods, so as to have given equal bear- 
ings, it is possible the mats would have proven sufficiently strong. The factors in the 
problem are, however, so uncertain that it will be necessary to add large factors of 
safety to the mat to allow for unequal strain. 

Preparation had been made for a new mat. 350 feet wide, to begin Just below Wolf 
River, and the rods, rope, &c., prepared, wnen the river suddenly rose some 8 or 9 
feet, bringing down considerable drift and greatly in creasing the current, and it was 
deemed aavi sable to wait for lower water. 

In the fall of 1882 two mats, each 120 feet by 60 feet by 2 feet, were sunk in front of 
the cotton platform at the foot of Winchester street, and 14 mats of the same dimen- 
sions each (except one which was .1^ bv 40 by 2 feet) were sunk parallel to each 
other and extending from the foot of Market street to the foot of Poplar street. 

In 1883 five mattresses, each ISD by 60 feet, were sunk, three near the cotton com- 
press and two in front of the city landing, and the bank was graded and revetted from 
the elevator to the cotton compress. 

Owing to limited means this work was put only at the points of greatest danger, 
but being fragmentary and detached did but little good. 

Upon the allotment of more ample funds the continuous upper and lower revetment 
was projected and has been carried out as effectively as possible in the face of the 
difficulties encountered. 

Portions of the two wide mats that broke in sinking were secured and sunk in front 
of the elevator. A subaqueous mat 150 feet wide now extends from a point about 500 
feet above Wolf River, continuously across the latter and down to near the foot of 
Jefferson street. This overlies the mats previously put down and the two portions 
above mentioned for a distance of 960 feet, and in front of the elevator there are three 
thicknesses. 

But little trouble has been experienced in sinking this mat, and no loss. 

The upper bank has been graded to the foot of Exchange street, and about 500 feet 
has been revetted and well ballasted. 
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It 18 expected that the erading and upper bank protection will be completed to the 
foot of Jefferson street, where the levee pavement begins, and the narrow lower mat- 
tress sank to the foot of Beale street before high water ; also, a sill mattress laid foro 
and aft in Wolf River and extending well oat across the present shore mattress. 

If the next attempt at sinking a wide mattress be saccessful, its constraction will 
be continaed down as far as the money and season will permit. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

Memphis Beach and Harbor, 

Amount allotted by appropriation of-— 

August 2, 1882 -• $325,000 00 

January 18, 1884 90,000 00 

July 5. 1884 200,000 00 

615, 000 00 
Total amount expended toSeptember 30, 1884 431,672 97 

Balance available, October I, 1884 183,327 03 

In treasury 110,000 00 

In hands of Captain Sears 73,327 03 

183, 327 03 

The condition of the records in this office is such that a classified statement of ex- 
penditures previous to September 1 is impossible, Migor Miller having taken his 
retained vouchers with him, and there being no copies on file. 

For details of construction, cost, and condition of work, October 1, 1884, see As- 
sistant Engineer Rees's report herewith, and map. 

SUMMARY. 

As the work so tar done on this reach is only preliminary and partial, is is not 
deemed advisable to attempt any comparisons with a view to determining the improve- 
ment brought about by the work so far done as regards channel improvement. 

It is not expected that bank revetment will have any positive effect in improving^ 
a channel-way. The good to be expected is negative to the extent of holding a cer- 
tain amount of earth in place and keeping it from washing into the channel and form- 
ing bars below. 

It is positive to the extent of maintaining a regular and well defined channel and 
in preventing a cut-off, which might unsettle the regimen of the river for miles below. 

The original project has been set forth above. No important changes have been 
made in the general plan. 

The total amount expended to November 1, 1883, was $268,269.64. Duringthe 
eleven months ending October 1, 1884, there have been expended $163,403.33. Dur- 
ing the next year, $400,000 can be profitably expended towards carrying out the orig- 
inal project. With this it is proposed to revet some 15,000 linear feet of bank, and to 
buila some of the pile dikes. 

My experience shows me that the estimate made by Major Miller in November, 1882, 
was mucn too low, and I have estimated my revetment work at $20 per linear foot, 
and dike work at $8 per linear foot. 

The advantages and benefits to be expect'Cd from this expenditure are those inci- 
dent to the completion of the general project for the reach, viz : Narrowing and 
deepening the channel, giving its banks stability and protecting the valuable prop- 
erty alopg the Memphis City front. 

An estimate for the entire and permanent completion of the work of improrement 
on this reach, I am unable to give, not knowing tha intentions of the Commission as 
to the ultimate extent of the works. 

As this work is only one link in the chain of general improvement of the river, the 
amount of commerce and navigation that will be benefited is that incident to the 
whole river, a statement of which has already appeared in a previous report of the 
Commission. 

The present estimated value of the plant, tools, and outfit on hand belonging to the 
reach is $118,000. 

LEVEES. 

The funds for levee construction in this district having been exhausted at the date 
of the last annual report, no levee work has been done. From the July appropriation 
for 1684 the Commission allotted $160,000 for the repair and preservation of levees in 
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the second, third, and fourth didtricts, this to be divided by the board of district 
officers. The division was made, and $iM,000 conditionally allotted for repairs to 
levees on Yazoo Front, second district. 

The conditions of its allotment having by September 10 not been fulfilled, this 
money reverted to the Yazoo Front, thini district. Since then, however, the local 
levee authorities of the Yazoo Front, second district, have succeeded in negotiating 
their bonds, and contracts have been made for the expenditure of some |500,000 in 
levee work. 

The Commission also allotted |15,000 for the repair and strengthening of the Long 
Lake Levee in Arkansas, providing the levee from Helena to Long Lake shall be re- 
paired and raised to 2 feet above the high water of 1882 prior to November 1, 1884, and, 
nirthermore, provided that the district officer upon examination of such levee shall 
find its condition to be buch as to require such repair for its safety. 

A personal examination by the district officer was made in Septemher and the need 
of its repair determined. The local levee authorities have made a contract for the 
work from Helena to Long Lake, to be done by October 31. It is expected, therefore, 
this $15,000 will be expended as above. 

Respectfully submitted. 

CLINTON B. SEARS, 
Captain of Engineers, U. S. A. 

United States Engineer Office, 

Memphia, Tenn,, October 10, 1884. 
Captain : I have the honor to submit a report of the improvement of Memphis 
Reach and Harbor from November 1, 1883, to October 1, 1884. The work comprises 
the protection of tLe banks in Hopefield Bend and in Memphis Harbor. 

HOPBFIBLD BEND. 

The original project was to begin at Mound City Chute, and revet the bank for a 
distance of 2 miles, towards llopefield, Ark., leaving the lower portion of the bend un- 
protected so as to allow the river to straighten itself by cutting away the point at 
Hopefield, which would decrease the pressure now exerted against the Memphis Front. 
The revetment to consist of brush mattress work, covered with stone, extending from 
the bed of the river to the top of the bank. This work was ^egun in December, 1882, 
and np to November 1, 1883, 6,700 linear feet of lower bank had been revetted, and 
4,100 linear feet of this had been extended to or near the top of the bank. At the close 
of the working season of 18d2-*83 (January 4, 1883), 10,400 linear feet of the below- 
water bank hswl been revetted, and 5,700 linear feet of upper bank work completed. 
The deep-water mattresses were 140 feet wide, built and sunk in lengths of about 1,000 
feet. The upper bank revetment consiBted of two layers of brush, secured with poles 
and wires, and were covered with stone — this was to be plac-d upon a slope of 1 on 3, 

Saded by the hydraulic process, and to extend to the top of the bank, but, owing to 
3k of sufficient gra<ling power, the slope was in most places gr^-ater, and not ex- 
tended to the top of the bank. In many places it was 1 on 2 or 2^, ending against 
a hard stratum of bnckshot earth, 6 to 10 feet below the top of the bank. Two grad- 
ing machines were used, the one a Dnytou cam pump, riescribed in my report of last year, 
which has a steam cylinder of i^^ inches diameter, water cylinder 9 iucbes diameter 
and 18-inch stroke, discharging 325 gallons per minute at 140 pounds pressure, and 
removing about 60 cubic yards of earth per honr. The other was a pile-driver pump 
(Knowles daplex), having lO-inch steam cylinders, 6-inch water plungers, 12-inch 
sti-oke, discharging about 200 gallons per minute at IHO pounds pressure. As the pump 
worked but a short time and in hard material the quantity cut per hour was only 16 
cubic ^ards. 

During the low water of 1883 it was decided to build the deep-water mattresses 
continuously, but the river began rising in November, piling drift against the mooring 
barge and mat to such an extent that, on November 14, 1 was obliged to sink it, after 
2,571 linear feet had been made. 

On November 30 a mat 1,057 by 140 feet was lost while attempting to sink. Nine 
lines, varying in diameter from i\ to 2 inches, were parted, due to the great strain 
bronght upon them by drift which had accumulated tn considerable quantity above 
the mooring barge and under the head of the mattress. Work, however, was still 
continued ; more and larger lines were placed booh to the mooring barge and to the 
head of the mattress. 
^ Two mattresses were sunk after this, when work was suspended in the lower por- 
tion of the bend, and the ways moved to near Mound City Chute to repair the damage 
caused by a large cave, which occurred on December 12, breaking up the revetment 
placed during the season of 1882 and 1883, for a length of about 500 feet, and width 

H. Ex. 64 16* 
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in the middle of 175 feet. The large deep-water mattress broke in small sections and 
was carried away. When this mattress was sunk it reached practically to the foot of 
the slope. 

An examination, made after thi< caving, showed that the depth along its enter edge 
had increased from 40 to 75 or tiO feet. This increased depth was nndunbtedly dne to 
the caving away of the bank above, where new revetment had been done, leaving 
the revetted point projecting in the river; an additional canse may have been that our 
fleet of boats had been lying for some time at this place. Several smaller caves oc- 
curred in the upper bank later, all being where boats were lying along the bank or 
above mooring barges where drift had accumulated. After the boats were removed 
no caving occurred along this portion of the bank. The river continuing to rise, all 
work was suspended on January 23, 1884. 

At this date there was needed to complete the work laid out for the season 1,000 
linear feet of deep-water mattress, in lower portion of bend ; 800 linear feet to cover 
space at mouth of Mound City Chute and the banks Just below, and 5,600 linear feet 
of upper bank revetment from 60 to 75 feet wide. Over one-half of the work done 
during the season of 18b2--'83 had disappeared, although it had successfiilly withstood 
the high water of 1883. 

An examination, made after tbe subsidence of the high water of this year, showed 
a considerable amount of caving in the lower part of the bend, commencing at the 
end of the upper bank revetment and extending to Hopefield, where the sites of 10 
buildings were washed away. Wherever the revetment had been carried to or near 
the top of the bank very little caving had taken place, only a few minor breaks 
haviuff occurred in the upper revetment, all of which have been readily repaired. 
Five thousand seven hundred linear feet of revetment withstood the high water of 
1884. 

Along that portion of the bank where no shore-work was placed, the bank caved, 
the widths of caving varying from 200 feet near the middle of the bend to 700 feet 
near Hopefield. 

This destroyed 4,500 linear feet of deep-water revetment ; add to this 500 linear feet 
lost in December 18, 1883, the total is 5,000 linear feet of revetment lost or nearly 50 
per cent., but the greater portion of tbis was incomplete work, not being extended 
above the low-water line. 

The conclusion drawn is that if the revetment had been completed it would have 
successiiilly stood the high water of the spring of 1884. The project for this sea- 
son's work is, first, to repair and strengthen the revetment that held, extending the 
same nearer to the top of the bank where practicable ; second, to replace the deep- 
water mattresses in the lower part of the bend, lost last season, for a distance of 5.000 
linear feet; third, place a mattress across the mouth of Mound City Chute, extenaing 
the same to cover the break below, a total length of 800 feet. The revetment in all 
cases to be extended to the top of the bank, which will first be graded to a slope of 1 
on 3. 

Some modifications have been made in the former method of construction, viz, the 
width of deep-water mattresses bas been increased to 150 feet, and the shore-edge is 
held against a line of piling: driven 8 feet apart, and on a line about 5 feet below low 
water; this will increase the width of the revetment from 25 to 30 feet. The mat- 
tresses are being made thicker and stronger by weaviuj^ brush around but 2 poles, 
instead of under and over for the whole ^ngth of the brush, then throwing the tops 
on the mattress. These tops are secured by a binding pole well wired to the weav- 
ing poles, and transverse poles are placed over the binding poles, spaced 8 feet apa^. 

in addition 5 one-half inch iron rods and 2 five-eijB^htn inch wire ropes are mn 
through the mats longitudinally, and one-half inch iron rods or wire ropes are run 
through transversely every 40 feet, the ends of the latter being secured to piling or 
to the shore ; all rods and wire ropes are well secured to the mattress at numerons 
points with wires. 

The construction of shore work is about the same as last year, except that consid- 
erable wire rope is used and a much greater quantity of stone. 

The shore work will extend outsioe of the line of piling and lap the deep-water 
mattress about 20 feet ; it will be double the thickness of the latter. Work was be- 
gun on August 14, 1884, with one screen barge for building foot-mats, one pile-driver, 
and one grader-boat. On September 12 the work of building deep-water mattresses 
was begun ; good progress has been made, and it is expected that with favorable 
conditions of the river the projected work will be completed by December 1, 1884. 

The work done for the eleven months ending October 1, 1884, is as follows: 

Deep-water mattress made : 

5,539 by 140 feet ? « „ 

1,278 by 150 feet ^-.squares.. y,e7i 

Deep-water mattress sunk : 

4,895 by 140 feet i do fi S25 

1.115 by 150 feet ] .-.no..., h,5^ 
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Deep-water mattress lost in sinking, 1,260 by 140 feet squares.. 1,7& 

Shore protection completed do 4,466 

Earth removed by hydraalic grader cnbic yards. . 30, 451 

Earth removed by hand grading do 3, 888 

Number of piles driven 338 

(See annexed tables for cost of work, material used, Slc) 

MEMPHIS HARBOR. 

The project for the protection of the harbor is to revet the banks in a manner sim- 
ilar to the work at Hopefield Bend, commencing at about 1,000 feet above the mouth 
of Wolf River, and extending th*i same to the end of the paved levee at the foot of 
Beale street. 

Owing to the depth of water, mattresses were to be constnicted 200 to 300 feet wide, 
in order to reach the foot of the slope. 

During the high water of last spring the bank caved at a number of places along 
the city front. This caving continued until the river reached its lowest stage, in 
August, 1884. 

The locations are as follows : From the month of Wolf River to foot of Market 
street, a distance of 1,200 feet, the average caving is 85 feet, being 140 feet a short 
distance below Wolf River, 90 feet at middle of Memphis Compress Company's shed, 
70 feet at foot of Winchester street, and 25 feet at foot of Market street. 

A portion of the Compress Company's buildings were removed or caved in the river, 
▼iz, a cotton shed 178 by 48 feet, and platform 245 by 50 feet. 

The Panola Oil Mill Company lost part of their building, viz, frame portion 140 by 45 
feet, and brick portion containing their elevating machinery, 50 by 45 feet. Between 
the south side of market street and the Memphis Grain and Pacltage Company's ele- 
vator no caving occurred. At the lower side of the eleva^r the caving was 300 feet 
long by 3U to 50 feet back, destroying a portion of the building, 226 by 96 feet, which 
contained three steam le^s or inclines used in loading and unloading steamboats, and 
caused the company to discontinue their large river business. 

At the Hanover oil mills a piece 150 feet long by 25 feet deep caved; this ex- 
tended back to the foundation walls of the mill, threatening to undermine them. 
For their protection two large loads of stone, containing 479 cubic yards^ were given 
by the Government to the mill company and placed on the caving bank during the early 
part «>f June. This appears to have arrested the caving. 

At the foot of Jefferson street a piece of the paved levee, 130 by 75 feet, caved in. 
This was a top-bank cave, the piling below not being disturbed, and was probably 
cansed by the whirls and eddies caused by a sunken barge Just above. 

No other caving took place along the levees except a slight settling of the lower 
portion for a length of about 300 feet, between Jeffei-son and Court streets. Along 
the high bluH' below the levee, caving took place at a number of places, only two, 
however, being of any extent. The first, between Linden and Pontotoc streets, was 
175 feet long l>y ttO feet back: the second, south of Vance street to the De Soto oil 
mill, was 375 feet long by 113 feet back ; this carri*)d away the end of a large ice-house 
and a corner of the De Soto oil mills. 

All the above is along the city's water-front, where valuable business properties are 
located. Work was begun July 29, by placing mooring-barges in position about 500 
feet below the mouth of Wolf River. These were made from two coal shells and 
placed end to end, the total length being 350 feet. Two mattress ways, each 160 feet 
lonff, were placed end to end below, and a mat of the usual construction, 144 feet wide, 
bniJt on each; the space between of 12 feet was to be covered with brush poles and 
iron tie-rods, these making the mattress 300 feet wide. After building this 289 feet 
long, the drift had accumulated under the outer barge and mattress to such an extent 
that the first attempt to sink wide mats was abandoned and the outer mat dropped 
below the inner. 

On August 12, the construction of a mattress 300 feet wide was begun ; great care 
waa taken in its construction and also in mooring it to the shore. 

Two five-eightlis inch iron rods, ten one-half inch iron rods, and three five-eighths 
inch wire ropes were run through it longitudinally. It was held to the mooring barge 
by 1-inch and l^inch slip lines at every 16 feet across the head. Seven shackle lines 
from 1^ to 2 inches diameter ran from the head to the shore, whilst the mooring barge 
was held in place by nine lines of from 1^ to 2^ inches diameter, all the lines having 
long leads. In addition the mattress was fastened to shore by diagonal lines running 
across it at about every 100 feet in length. 

After completing 690 linear feet, an attempt was made to sink. Tht* entire mat was 
well ballasted and the bead sunk to the bottom, when it broke straight ncroHH a hhort 
distance below the middle. The lower portion swinging around, was ohecke<l and 
sunk in front of the elevator. Another mattress 250 feet wide was immediately be- 
gan, additional strength being added in the shape of iron rods and cables; this also 
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"k^ke when being sunk, parting the iron rods and wire rope ; abont half of it was se- 
cured aud sunk in fiont of the blevator. Immediately after this second failure two mat" 
tress ways were started to build mattresses 150 feet wide, the intention being to place 
wider mattresses on top of these as soon as material for their construction could be ob- 
tained, the fact being recognized that in this deep water and strong current mat- 
tressPH must be constructed much stronger than even heretofore. 

It is proposed to build the next mattress during low water, to make it 500 feet long 
and 250 feet wide, to bind to it longitudinally 12 three-fourths inch iron chains, 8 live- 
eighths inch iron chains, 3 2-inch nianila ropes, 2 one-half inch sisal ropes, and trans- 
versely every 40 feet apart to place across the mat chains of one-hali inch iron, all 
the iron chains to be made in links of 16 feet, well twisted together. Additional and 
heavier mooring shackles and diagonal lines will also be attached to the mattress. 

On The 30th September the bank was revetted with mattresses 150 feet wide, from 
500 feet above the mouth of Wolf River to 150 feet above Jefferson street, a length of 
3,925 feet. This revetment is doubled for a length of 960 feet between Winchester 
and Exchange streets, while in front of the elevator there are three thicknesses of 
mattresses. 

The work done for the eleven months September 30, 1884, is as follows : 

Deep-water mattress made : 

761 by 144 feet ^ 

690by300feet I g^u,,^ g rog 

479 by 250 feet >.. squares.. »,&-«> 

3,442 by 150 feet J 

Deep-water mattress sunk : 

761 by 144 feet 

365 by 300 feet 

300 bv 100 feet >....do .... 7,«28 

240 by 250 feet 

3,158 by 150 feet..-/. 

Deep-wat«r mattresses lost in sinking : 

225 by 300 feet I a^ i oto 

239 by 250 feet ^.--.ao .... i,»/« 

Earth removed by hydraulic ^ader cubic yards. . 2, 870 

Earth removed by hand grading do 3,620 

Shore protection completed squares. . 799 

Numl>er piles driven 10 

(See annexed tables for cost of work, materials used, ^bo.) 

PLANT. 

The following is a list of the plant on the reach : 1 tow-boat, 5 quarter-boats, 4 mat 
tress- boats (2 belonging to Lake Providence reach), 4 screen-boats, 1 machine-shop 
boat, I hydraulic grader, 4 mooring barges, 22 decked barges, 9 plle-arivers, 1 bakery- 
boat, 2 coal-shells, and 5 small flat-boats. 

Estimated value, exclusive of two Lake Providence mattress-boats, 11 18,000. 

All the above is in sevviceaMe condition. Upper cabins were added to two of the 
quarter- boats, thus nearly doubling their capacity. I have now accommodations for 
500 laborers. 

Our hydraulic grader was found too light to carry heavy pressure, so two pile-driver 
pumps were placed on one driver and connected. The old grader delivers the water 
to this pair of pumps at a pressure of 100 pounds. The result is that the work done is 
nearly double what both machines would do singly at 140 pounds' pressure. 

Ituprovenient^ were made to mattress- boat<s by placing platforms on each end, thus 
increasing the length by 12 feet and adding two more runs, so that mattresses are now 
built 1.50 feet w^ide instead of 140 as heretofore. 

Two mooring barges were built from coal shells and two from coal barges. All are 
well strengthened with iron tie- rods and well supported with bitts, cavils, chocks. See. 

A bakery-boat was fitted up with two large, wrought-iron ranges. Two small barges 
were built for distributing supx^lies; a tng was chartered bv the day te do the work 
on the reach. Tlie steam launch Daphne exploded her boiler on August 21, killing 
three men. 

SURVEYS. 

A survey party was organized in June, and triangulated the reach from Island No. 
40 to the head of Vice-President's Island. The bank and bar lines have been located 
and compared with surveys of former years. Forty-six ranges were established and 
sounded. Soundings were repeated every ton days on ranges where revetment had 
been placed, to determine if possible if any changes took plaoe in depth of channel due 
to revetment. 

These soundings were also compared with those taken in 1882 and 1883. From the 
data collected it Is impossible to detornxlne whether or not the channel deepens along 
the revetted bank. 
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The banks have oaved at a number of places. Above the month of Wolf River, the 
caving extended. 2,700 feet as follows; (1) 1,000 feet, 80 feet back; (2) 1,000 feet, 100 
feet back : above, 30 feet back ; area covered, 4i acres. 

Just below month of Wolf River, bank has caved 600 feet since 1867, 250 feet since 
1877, 40 feet daring past year. Area covered -between month of river and foot of 
Market street, 2i acres. ^ 

The length of the caving on Hopefield.BendHi^as 8,750 feet ; average width, 400 feet ; 
area about 80 acres. 

Above Mound City Chute the length caved is 3,500 feet ; width average 50 feet ; area, 
4 acres. Very little caving occurred above Old Hen Island, although lor several years 
back there was consideraolc there. 

The sand-bar opposite Memphis has increased in size, narrowing the river very much 
during low stage. Comparing the surveys of 1882 and 1884, both taken at the 11.4 
stage, the encroachment of the bar towards Memphis side, in 750 feet. The width of 
river at foot of Jefferson street at' 11.4 stage was 1,650 feet in 18h'3, and 1,300 feet in 
1884. 

The bar opposite Hopefield Bend moved down 3,000 feet since October 1883, the 
width of river at 11.4 stage being 1,590 feet. 

Total reveiwent cowpleled Ifaremher 1, 1883, io September 30, 1884. 

, Sqoares. 

Hopefield Bend 12,991 

Memphis Harbor 8,627 

Total 21,618 

Co9t of above {not including plant and equipment). 

Survey §2,030 06 

General service, coaling steamers 502 28 

General expense, office and fleet 19,306 28 

Tow-boat service 15,415 61 

Construction and repairs to plant and machinery 14, 623 27 

Revetment : 

Hopefield Bend 56, 198 10 

Memphis Harbor 39,094 12 



147, 169 72 



Coat of revetment per square of 100 feet 

Cost of revetment per linear feet of bank for mattress 150 feet wide and 
shore work 100 feet, on slope of 1 on 3 (approximate) 

Tablk 1. — Hydraulic grading. 
HOPBFIBU) BBND. 



6 80 
17 00 



Ten days 
endini;— 



1883. 



»©▼. 



10 

20 

30 

10* 

20 

81 

1884. 
Aug. 30 

pi 10 
20 
80 



Dm. 



Sep! 



Total 
ATermfce. 











Average 






Compositii 


mof 


-i 


J 




1 






JS 


pressure in ! 5 




material. « 


a 








•4 


I 


pounds per ! *s 








9 


^ 




^ 


Jt 




sqnare 


H 
U 








iS 


it 




Linear fee 


1 

o 

s 


J 

Hourt. 


S 
% 


Inc 

• 




s 

1 


1 

Buth. 


1 
1 

Vr.eL 


Pr.et. 



O 

■ d 

Pr.et.' Ots. 


s. 
1 

Ctt. 


J._ 


820 


2,280 


47 


62.9 


90 


164 , 88 


62 


34 


50 


16 , 4.9 


36 


$110 77 


400 


2,375 


54 


45.8 


87 


140 < 84 


90 


42 


40 


18 4.9 


29 


115 70 


1,820 


5,010 


67 


87.9 


84 


136 I 72 


180 


86 


5 


9 


2.5 


10 


127 75 


876 


8,045 


56 


70.4 


90 


140 


71 


115 


81 


18 


6 


8.2 


14 


125 74 


485 


2,825 


44 


61.9 


90 


140 


68 


76 


82 


11 


7 


3.6 


21 


105 18 


406 


4,216 


87 


62.9 


80 


125 


66 


61 




60 


40 8.0 


25 


124 44 


885 


8,543 


87 


40.2 


80 


125 66 


60 


73 




27 


3.3 


35 


116 a 


882 


t8,877 


85 


39.3 


80 


125 66 


60 


54 


84 


12 


3.5 


3.') 


117 60 


897 


8,960 


68 


66.2 


80 


125 66 


42 


66 




34 j 2.7 


27 


106 10 


. 4,870 


81,581 


555 


1 


1 


685 


..•••. 






1,049 66 




'-t 












.... 
21 






57 


1 












' 3.82 










1 

1 


















"Sasponded on account of higb water. 

t Of this amount 2,780 oabio yards have been graded at Memphis Harbor. 
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Tablb L-^Hydraulic grading — Contiuued. 
WITH PILE-DEIVEB, No. 37, M. R. C. 
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Table 2. — Record of pile-driver. 
HOPBFIELB BEXD. 
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Tablb 3. — Coneiruction of mattresses j Memphis Harbor. 



July 20-31. 

Ang. 1-10. 
1-10 
11-20 
11-20 
21-81 
21-31 
21-31 



Mattresses made. 



Date. 



XtSov. 



Size. 



Feet. 
200 by 144 
378 bv 144 
183 by 144 
467 by 300 
600 by 150 
233 bv 300 
465 by 160 
106 by 250 



Mattresses sunk. 



Mattresses lost in sink- 
ing. 



Date. 



Sise. 



Date. 



1864. 



Ang. 5 



Feet 



Sise. 



1884. 



FeeL 



289 by 144 



Ang. 9 I 472 by 144 



Ang. 22 
Aag. 26 
Ang. 36 
Aag. 29 
Sepl 6 



Sept 1-10 1,149 by 160 

1-10 — 

11-20 

11-20 ' : Sept. 11 ' 875'byl50 

21-30 652byl50 ; Sept 25 908 by 150 



373 by 250. 

576 by 150 Sept 11 



600 by 150 
865 by 300 
300 by 100 
425 by 150 
240 by 250 



Aug. 26 I 225 by 800 



Sept 6 239 by 290 



360]by 150 



Total squju«8 . 



9. 526. 3 



7,827.8 



1,272.6 
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Table 4. — Conatruction of mattreteeHj Hoptfield Bend. 



MattroMes made. 



Date. 



Size. 



1883. Feet. 

Not. 1-10 ' 887byl40 

11-ao 1,100 by 140 

21-30 1,057 by 140 



DeoL 



1-10 

11-ao 

21-81 



Jan. 1-10. 

Sept. 11-20. 

21-30. 



1884. 



Total squares 



862 by 140 
802 by 140 
700 by 140 





181 
770 
608 


by 140 
by 150 
byl-W 



9, 071. 6 



Mattresses sunk. 



'Date. 



1883. 
Nov. 6 
Nov. 30 



Deo. 
Dec 
Dec 
Dec 27 
Dec 81 
1884. 



5 
20 
24 



Mattresses lost in sink- 
ing. 



Sept 27 



Sisc 



Feet. 

901 by 140 

1, 561 by 140 

"888 by 140* 
790 by 140 
767 by 140 
190 by 140 
210 by 140 



1, 115 by 150 



8,526.5 



Date. 



1883. 



Sixe. 



Feet. 



Nov. 21-30 1, 057 by 140 



1884. 
Jan. 1-10 ; 203 by 140 



1.764.0 
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Appendix H. 

REPORT OF CAVTAIS CLINTON B. SEARS, CORPS OF ENGINEERS, UPON OPERATIONS 

IN THE THIRD DISTRICT. 

(Capt. W. L. Marshall, Corps of Eugineers, U. S. A., in charge to April 21, 1884 ; Capt. 
C. B. Sears, Corps of Engineers, U. S. A., in charge since April 21, 1884.) 

I.— Lake Providence Reach. 

The extent of this reach, its physical characteristics, and the general project for 
its improvement, were fully set forth in the last annual report of Capt. W . L. Mar- 
shall, Corps of Engineers, and published in the Commission's Report for 18H3. The 
work of the year has been a continuation of the work previously started, and has 
been carried on by similar means and with the organization then obtaining. 

(1.) Dunoanahy to Stack IsUmd, 

Assistant Ennneer Arthur Hider, in immediate local charge, assisted by Assistant 
Engineer ChilcTs, in oharee of mattress and revetment work; Assistant Engineers 
Rnple and Tolllnger, in charge of dike work ; and Assistant Engineer Thompson, in 
charge of surveys and observations. 

DUNCAN8BY SYSTEM. 

The additional dike on Range 36, under way at last report, has been finished, and 
some repairs have been made in the main dike near the head, joining the outer ends 
of Cross-dikes 6 and 7, and gaps in these cross-dikes have been closed. 

The chaiwel continues to encroach upon the dikes at the upper end, and will prob- 
ably continue to do so until the revetment of Pilcher's Point Bend shall have been 
completed. No further work is recommended here, except such repairs as circum- 
stances may dictate from time to time, to avert the river going down through Skip- 
with Chnt«, should such danger threaten. 

MATERSVILLE SYSTEM. 

Cottonwood dt/Mw. — ^This is new work, and has been constructed during the past sea- 
son. It is shown- on the progress sketch. Its object is to contract the channel way, 
regularize the channel, and hold it in the bend of Maversville Island (No. 93). 

A new feature in these dikes is a parallel interior longitudinal dike in addition to 
the usual cross-dikes. Their construction has resulted in a considerable fill below and 
behind them, thus building up the bar and keeping the channel on the other side. 
The whole of the work is in good condition, and is the most compact and symmetrical 
piece of dike- work on the reach. 

DIKES IN MAYERSVILLB CHUTE. 

The object of the work here is to close the chute behind Mayersville Island (No. 93). 
The five-row cross-dike finished last fall stood through the flood of 1884 until April 
21, when a gap some 125 feet in width took place. This gap has since been closed. 

The channel is encroaching on the head of these dikes, and has carried away all but 
600 feet of the longitudinal oike. This will result in no material injuries to the sys- 
tem if the chute can be closed and the head of the island held. It is proposed to bring 
this about by more cross-dikes below the present one, and by extra mattressing round 
the head of the island. 

REVETMENT OF MAYERSVILLE ISLAND. 

The work here has consisted in the repair, extension, and strengthening of the work 
of last year. The island is all naud, and the current along its front is strong. 

Most of the revetment has stood reasonably well, considering these facts. Whether 
the head of the island will hold against the encroachmenta of the main channel is 
problematical. It it does it will be a satisfactory test of the efflcaoj^ of this mode of 
revetment, though at best it will always need watching and immediate and frequent 
repairs. In this connection attention is called to Assistant Engineer Childs's sub- 
report, marked Appendix H 3. 

BALRSHED SYSTEM. 

The laying of foot-mats at the head of the system was finished last winter before 
high water. 

During the season just past a high-water dike has been built in rear of the maim 
How- water) dike from Cross-dike f to 4, and extended down outside of main dike to 
Cross-dike 6. 

A cross-dike from the Mississippi shore t^ the main dike at a point about 2,000 feet 
above Stack Island has been built, and the main dike from this point to the island has 
been re-euforoed by an interior longitudinal dike. 
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Id addition some repairs have been made in Cross-dikes 3 and 4 and the main dike 
between Cross-dikes 5 and 6 has been strengthened by sinking condemned barges in 
iront. 

The Baleshed system shnts off a long, continuous line of chute. The head of the 
system is now essentially dry at half stage. The first depression occurs at Cross- 
dike No. 5. From here to the foot of Stack Island is 4^ miles, representing a fall 
of about 16 inches; that is, were the pool behind the dike at No. 5 at the same level 
as at the foot, of Stack Island, the water pushing through the dike would liave a 
straight drop of 16 inches. 

The steep slope of the water surface gives high velocity, and this has caused trouble 
at this point. It is proposed to break up this fall by two or more cross-dikes, thus 
making a series of pools. For further details, see reports of Assistant Engineers 
Hider, Chi Ids, Ruple, Tollinger, Thompson, and Steabing, herewith, marked Appen- 
dices H, H3, H4, H5, H6, H8. 

(2.) pucker's Point (Louisiana) Bend. 

Assistant Engineer J. E. Turtle in local charge, assisted by Assistant Engineer H. 
Steubing. 

The work of upper and lower bank revetment in this bend has been pushed rapidly 
since the fall of the water, and there is every prospect of finishing the greater portion 
before the next rise. The lower bank revetment at the upper end, put in last Novem- 
ber and December, was found to be in good shape this season, and no caving took 
place. 

The part revetted at the middle of the bend, as might be expected, was flanked from 
above and caving took place behind it. As far as can be ascert'dined by a diver, this 
revetment is intact and lying on the bottom of the river in the same verticalprism 
of projection as first placed. It has simply assumed a horizontal position. Efforts 
will be made to lap on to this with the new work. It is a reasonable supposition that 
had this mat been protected at the upper end, and the upper bank been revetted, the 
caving would not have occurred. 

For further details of this work, see the report of Assistant Engineer Turtle here- 
with, marked Appendix H 2. The map herewith, marked Appendix H, Plate YII, 
will show the progress of the work. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

Lake Providence Beach, 

Balance available November 1, 1883 $156,327 93 

Additional allotment from unallotted reserve 67, 200 00 

Amount transferred from Vicksburg Harbor allotment 42, 295 00 

Amonnt allotted from appropriation of January 19, 1884 400, 000 00 

Amount allotted from appropriation of July 5, 1884 300, 000 00 

965,822 93 



Expended from November 1, 1883, to September 30, 1884 : 

Services 223,366 21 

Material and supplies 213.807 18 

Subsistence 50,4:50 20 

Plant, tools, and repairs of same 65, 269 00 

(/barter of steamers, barges, &c 9, 305 00 

Fuel 28,623 80 

Miscellaneous 25,223 88 

General service 18,711 41 

Total expended 634.736 68 

Transferred to levees, Yazoo and Tensas fronts, $10,000 each 20, 000 00 

Transferred to levees, fourth district 27, 000 00 

Transferred to levees, general service 10, 000 00 

Amount paid R. Moore on account, of dredging in Vicksburg Harbor 10,593 58 

702, 330 26 

Balance available October 1, 1884 iJ63,492 67 

Balance in Treasury 200,000 00 

Balance la hands of Captain Sears 63,492 67 

263, 492 67 
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(3.) Summary, 

The origiiial condition of the channel-way along the Lake Providence Reach was 
bad, the channel being flat, badly defined, and of&n with only 5 feet of water. 

The original project for improvement was the narrowing of the waterway to 3^000 feet 
by closing the chntes and creating artificial banks through deposition, and tne pres- 
ervation of the natnral curves of the river by revetting the caving banks. 

No important amendments, alterations, or additions have been made in the general 
plan. Some details of construction have been changed from time to time as experi- 
ence demanded. 

The total amount expended to November 1, 1883, was $1,228,916.47. At that date 
the availability for the purposes of navigation and commerce of the channel had been 
greatly improved, there being throughout the reach a depth not less than 12 feet, 
with a fair navigable width. 

During the eleven months from November 1, 1883, to October 1, 1884, there have 
been expended |634,736.68, and the channel- way has shown a betterment in the regu- 
larity of outline, in width and depth, there having been no water less than 15 feet 
along the channel- way, though less depths have been reported by commercial steam- 
ers ; they were, however, not in the deepest portion of the channel, either through 
accident or by reason of there bein^ sufficient water for the boats on the line trav- 
ersed, bence no need to follow the hue of deepest water. 

There has been throughout the low- water season, to date, a deeper channel by from 
6 to 7 feet than has obtained on the river for 40 miles above the Lake Providence 
Reach. 

The works generally have stood the last flood very fairly, the damages that have 
occurred having been due to local causes. 

No extended caving has occurred as yet where the bank revetment has been com- 
pleted in good shape. 

During the year ending October 1, 1885, $400,000 can be profitablyexpended to- 
wards carrying out the project for tlie improvement of this reach. With this it is 
proposed to revet some 25,500 linear feet of bank, at four places, viz : 

Feet. 

Miss. R. 30 to R. 34 7,500 

Miss. R. 44itoR. 49 9.000 

La. R. 72 to R. 74 3,500 

La. R. 86 to R. 89 5,500 

Total 25,500 

To build in Mayersville and Baleshed chutes 3,000 linear feet of dike, to wattle 
dikes already constructed, to repair existing dikes and revetment, to repair plant, 
and to pay for transportation, administration, and surveys. 

The advantages and benefits to be expected therefrom are the continuation of the 
project adopted by the Commission, and the maintenance of the present good low- 
water channel. 

An estimate for the entire and permanent completion of the work of imprrivement 
on this reach I am unable to give, not knowing the intentions of the Commission as 
to the ultimate extent of the work. 

As this work is only one link in the chain of general improvement of the river, the 
amount of commerce and navigation that will be benefited is that incident to the 
whole river, a statement of which has already api>eared in the previous reports of 
the Commission. 

The present estimated value of the plant, tools, and outfit on hand, belonging to 
the reach, is $300,000. 

n. — ^ViCKSBURG Harbor. 

(Assistant Engineer H. St. L. Copp^e, in local charge.) 

The work here consists of the improvement of the harbor proper and the mainte- 
nance of Delta Point, in Louisiana, opposite Vicksburg. 

The former is entirely local in character, and woald add nothing to the general im* 
provement of the river. 

No funds were allotted from the last two appropriations, and no work has been done 
except a survey in June, 1884. This showed a tendency of the channel above the 
town of Vicksburg to cut into the bar across the month of Cent«*unial Lake, and that 
the basin partly dredged in 1883 has remained practically unchanged. 
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DKLTA POINT, LOUISIANA. 

The holding of this point is deemed essential to prevent further recession of the 
river from Vicksburg and to maintain the regimen of the river immediately below. 
The point has been held by brush and stone revetment against a fierce current for two* 
years, but at great expense for repairs and enlargement. There is no reason to sap- 
pose that extensive repairs will not be necessary annually unless the river, duo to 
changes in the curvature above, changes over so as to leave this point in slackwater. 

In January last an attempt was made to repair the revetment, but work was stopped 
by a rapidly-rising river before much had been done. 

Early in August, with plant borrowed from the Lake Providence Reach, work was 
resumed and pushed as vigorously as the climate and class of labor available would 
permit. It consisted of extensive repairs to the upper and lower biknk revetment at 
the upper end, and of a continuation of the same at the lower end. It was finished 
October 10, 1884, and the plant returned to the Lake Providence Reach. For further 
details attention is called to the report of Assistant Engineer Coppee, herewith, and 
two drawings, marked Appendix H 9, Plates X, XI, respectively. 

The total expenditure on Vicksburg Harbor under the Commission, to date, has been 
$147,754.44, and of this about $100,000 has been expended on Delta Point. Previous 
to the Commission taking charge, $203,229.87 had been expended on Delta Point. 

If the revetment holds all right during the coming year no money will be needed 
for this improvement, but as it is probable that weak places will develop, it is thought 
that it will be advisable to have |10,000 available for possible repairs. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

Ficksburg Harbor, 

Balance available November 1, 1883 $5.5,477 60 

Balance available from Delta Point allotment 764 

Amount allotted from appropriations of July 5, 1884 25, 000 00 

Total H0,4a'> 24 

Expended from November 1, 1883, to September 30, 1884 : 

Services $12,746 47 

Material and supplies 5,770 18 

Subsistence 2,439 10 

Plant, tools, and repairs of same 299 38 

Charter of steamers, barges, &c 645 19 

Fuel 829 10 

Dredging (retained percentage) 4,235 41 

Miscellaneous 504 72 

Total expended 27,469 55 

Transferred to Lake Providence Reach allotment 42, 295 00 

69,764 55 

Balance available October 1, 1884 10,720 69 

Balance in hands of Captain Sears 10, 720 69 

LEVEES. 

The unfinished contracts for levees on Tazoo Front were completed in December, 
1883. During the last flood none of the levees on this front built or repaired by the 
United States gave way, but they were damaged by wave- wash to the amount of 
$40,000 and were only held by the energetic exertions of Captain Marshall, aided by 
the local inhabitants. About $11,000 were expended in protecting them with planks 
and sand-baffs, and in raising them in the face of the flood. About 23,000 sacks and 
10,000 feet of 1 amber were uwd. 

The same exertions on the Tensas Front saved many miles of levee, but were not 
so entirely snccessful in averting breaks. A number of breaks took place from Delta 
to Bedford, one break at Raleigh, and considerable damage from wave wash. The 
amount expended for protection on this front was about $18,000. Over 47,000 sacks 
and 23,100 feet of Inmoer were used. 

The Commission at its last meeting made an allotment of $160,000 for the general 
repair of United States levees in the second, third, and fourth districts, to be divided 
by the United States Board of District Officers. Besides this, it allotted $25,000 for 
the levee from Arkansas City to Amos Bavou, provided sufficient means should be 

fnaranteed by the local authorities to complete this levee. Up to date this guarantee 
as not been given. 
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The United States Board of Distiict Officers allotted of the |160,000, $90,000 to the 
Tensas Front, fonrth district, $50,000 to the Tensas Front, third district, and $20,000 
to the repair of levees on the Yazoo Front, second district, providing the local levee 
board, on or before September 10, guaranteed to expend $500,000; in default of this, 
the $20,000 was to go to the repair of levees on the Tazoo Front, third district. 

This guarantee not having been given by September 10, this sum reverted as indi- 
cated, and steps were taken in the Tatter part of September to provide for its expendi- 
ture. 

September 5, advertisements for repairing gaps at Raleigh and Delta, La., were pub- 
lished. The bids were opened September 15, and the contract for both pieces was 
awarded to George Arnold, the lowest of lifteen bidders, at 17f cents per cubic yard 
for the Raleigh work, and 18| cents per cubic yard for the Delta work. Work was 
begun immediately and is now progressing. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

Levees — Yazoo Front, 

Balance available November 1, 1883 $20,213 68 

Transferred from allotment for protection of cut-off at Tarpley's Neck 3, 000 00 

Transferred from Lake Providence Reach 10,000 00 

Allotted appropriation of July 5, 1884 20,000 00 

Total 53,213 68 

Expended from November 1, 1883, to September 30, 1884 : 

Services $3,278 53 

Labor and material, protection of levees 12, 199 75 

Subsistence 41 84 

Plant, tools, &c 17 00 

Contractors, estimates 13, 633 21 

Miscellaneous 449 10 

29, 619 43 

Balance available October 1, 1884 23,594 25 

In Treasury 20,000 00 

In hands of Captain Sears 3,594 25 

Total 23,594 25 

Leveeea— Tensas Front 

Balance available November 1, 1883 $57,683 51 

Amount allotted, appropriation of January 19, 1884 10, 000 00 

Amount transferred from Lake Providence Reach allotment 10, 000 00 

Amount allotted, appropriation of July 5, 1884 50,000 00 

Amount deposited by Captain Marshall on account of error in his accounts. 1 50 

Total 127,685 01 

Expended from November 1, 1883, to September 20, 1884 : 

Services $5,383 42 

Labor and material, protection of levees 16, 935 35 

Subsistence 161 50 

Plant, tools, &c 74 60 

Contractor, estimates 47, 358 47 

Miscellaneous 585 20 

70, 498 54 

Balance available October 1, 1884 57,186 47 

In Treasury 50,000 00 

In hands of Captain Sears 7,186 47 

Total 57,186 47 

The following drawings accompany this report: 

LAKE PROVIDENCE REACH. 

One map showing velocity and discharge-section curves, marked Appendix H, 
Plate III. 
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One traoin^ showlDg changes in dlBoharge section, marked Appendix H, Plate IV. 

Three tracinffs, Plates YII, VIII, IX, showing condition of works October 1, 1884, 
marked Appendix H. 

One tracing of comparative sections, Pilcher's Point, marked Appendix H, Plate YI. 

One tracing of comparative sections in chutes, marked Appendix H, Plate V. 

One tracing Jaly quarterly survey, ^lihnf scale, marked Appendix H, Plate I. 

One map discharge onrves, area, velocity, and discharge, marked Appendix H, 
Plate II. 

VICK8BUR6 HARBOR. 

One tracing showing Vioksburg Harbor and Delta Point, marked Appendix H, 
Plate X. 
One tracing showing details of work at Delta Point, marked Appendix H, Plale XI. 



Respectfully submitted. 



CLINTON B. SEARS, 

Captain E^gineer^y U. S. A, 



HI. 

RBPORT OF ARTHUR HIDRR, ASSISTANT EMOINEBR, UPON OPERATIONS LAKE PROVI- 
DENCE CONSTRUCTION PARTY. 

Wilson's Point, La., Oetoher 1, 1884. 

Sir : The following report of the operations of the Lake Providence construction 
party, from November 1, 1883, to October 1, 1884 (eleven months), is respectfully snb- 
mittod: 

The portion of the river known as the Lake Providence Reach extends from Car- 
olina to Hays' Landing, Miss., a distance of about 35 miles. The crossings on the 
lower portion of the reach, between Island 93 and Island 95, have heretofore been 
troublesome, on account of shallow water, during the low stages of the river; in fact, 
this part of the reach of late years has been considered, at low water, the shoalest 
part of the river between Plum Point and New Orleans. 

The depths on some of the crossings, in former years, have been not more than 6 
feet, with a very narrow channel, rendering navigation for boats of large size im- 
practicable during the low- water period. 

The original project for the improvement was, the contraction of the river at ex- 
cessively wide places, the revetting of caving banks, and closing the island chutes. 

The work now in progress and that which nas been completed has been revetting 
the Louisiana Bend ana the front of MayersviUe Island with mattresses ; closing the 
Dnncansby, MayersviUe, Baleshed, and Stack Island chutes by a system of pile 
dikes ; ana the construction of a system of dikes on Cottonwood Bar, to contract the 
width of the river at that point. 

The effect of the work that has been finished is shown in an increased depth of 
water on all crossings which were heretofore shoal during the low stages of the river. 

The least depth of water found at any point in a channel 1,000 feet wide, from Elton 
to Stack Island, was, August 30, 10 feet: this increased to 14 feet September 9, and 
September 30 the depth was 15 feet. Below is given the least depths found in a chan- 
nel 1,000 feet wide, ou the Stack Island Crossing ; also the least depths on the crossing 
from Ben Lomond to A Wiley, with dates and gauge-readings at Lake Providence. 
There has been at all times a channel for steamlM>ats on the Stack Island Crossing as 
osnally run by them of at least 15 feet in depth. The depths as ^iven in the table 
are the least depths found In a channel 1,000 feet wide on the crossing. 

Shallow CrosHngSy Lake Providence Beach, 



Dste. 



1884. 

August 

Aiigi]i>tl9 

An|niRt30 

September 

Septemberl9 

September 30 



Lftke Provi- 
dence eauge* 
reading. 



15.5 

12.0 

&9 

9.1 

6l6 



Stack Island, Ben Lomond, 
l.OOOfoot 1.000-foot 
channel. channel. 

Least depth. Least depth. 



iPWi. 



5.8 



18 
14 
10 
14 
17 
15 



Feet. 



24 
12 
14 
17 
11 
11 
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Ben Lomond Crossing is abont 3 miles below the head of Stack Island. The lowest 
point where improvement works have been constructed is at the head of Stack Island. 
Daring the present low-water season there has been no difficulty experienced hy 
steamboats in navigating any part of the reach. 

For the same period covered by the soundings as giveri above, the least deaths in 
steamboat channel on the Sterling Crossing, 4 miles, and Lelaud, 35 miles above Car- 
olina Landing (the beginning of Lake Providence Reach) were as follows: 

CrosHngs above Lake Providence Reach. 



Date. 



1884. 

AngQstS 

AiiffQBt20 

September 1 

September 11 

Sep tern ber 18 

Septembers? 



Lftke Provi- 

denoefaage- 

readlng. 



IS. 5 
12.0 
&5 
9.3 
&9 
5w7 



Sterling (4 Leland (85 

miles above j milee above 

reach). > reach). 



FeeL 



8 

81 

9 

9 

9 

9 



FteL 



9 

n 

8 
8 

7 



This shows a marked improvement in the channel depths on the reach, at the shoal 
places, compared with that found in the river immediately above. 

The amount expended for labor on the improvement hrom Duncansby to Stack Isl- 
and is given below in the following statement : 



Coat of labor and subaietence. 



Pay-roll. 



Hattreea oooafcmction and bank proteotioii I $44,916 09 

Dike oonBtraoUon ' 40,673 68 

Surveys ... 10,347 16 

Tow-boat service , 19,95184 

Constmotion and repairs to plant, Sec i 34, 579 15 

Care of property 6,914 14 



Total I 157,381 00 



Snbsist- 
ence. 



$10. 956 93 
9,993 66 
3,006 54 
3,879 59 
4, 813 72 
2,215 17 



83,365 61 



Total 



155,872 02 
50,667 29 
12,353 69 
28,831 4S 
89,392 87 
9.129 81 



190. 746 61 



The average cost of a ration, including ice, in the warm months, has been — 

Cents. 

Cost of raw material 29.6 

Cost of ration served 37.3 

Cost of ration for each day's labor secured 43.3 

The maximum number of men employed in any one mouth has been 716 ; the min- 
imum, 111. 

During the next year the followiug amount, to continue the improvement as laid 
out in the original project, can be profitably expended in i-evetting caving banks and 
in dike constructions : 

Bank protection to prevent caving. 

Linear feet. 

lYom R. 30 to R. 34, Mississippi 7,500 

From R. 44i to R. 49, Mississippi 9,000 

From R. 72 to R. 74, Louisiana 3,500 

From R. 86 to R. 89, Louisiana 5,500 



Total 26,500 



25,500 linear feet, at $10.12 .' $258,060 

Pile dikes. Mayersville and Baleshed chutes : 

3,000 linear feet, at $7.25 $21,750 

Wattling dikes already constructed at Baleshed and Stack Island 5, 000 

Repairs to dikes and revetment 15,o, 

Tow-boat service ^ 25,000 

Repairs to plant 40,000 

Care of property 10,000 

Contingencies 5,190 

Total amount that can be profitably expended 380,000 
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The coDstniction of mattrearteB and revettinc of caving banks has been nnder the 
direction of Assistant Engineer William M. Childs, the dike work nnder Assistant 
Engineers C. P. Baple and E. C. Tollinger. Assistaot Engineer Henry Stenbing had 
charge of nuloading stone and distributing same on revetment of Mayersville Island, 
and, for a short time, was eng^aged in foot-mat oonstrnction. On Angnst 1 he waa 
transferred to the work at Pilcner's Point. 

The surveys made have been under Assistant Engineer E. D. Thompson. 

Beports showing in detail the work done by each assistant are transmitted. 

At the close of last season the following work was in progress, viz : 

The constrnction of an additional dike at the head of Duncansby system : revetting 
the face of Mayersville Island ; completing foot-mats, &c., at the head or the Bale- 
shed system of dikes. 

This work was all completed before the high water, with the exception of a portion 
of the mattress- work near the lower end of Mayersville Island. 

The. work done during the pre^nt season has been: The constrnction of the Cot- 
tonwood system of dikes ; the builcKng of a high-water dike in rear of Baleshed main 
dike, from Cross-dike 1 to 4, and extending same on outside of main dike to Cross-dike 
G ; the construction of a cross-dike across Baleshed Chute, above the head of Stack 
Island, from the Mississippi shore to the Stack Island main dike, and thence to the 
head of Stack Island ; repairing damages to dikes from the flood ; building dike ftrom 
the outer end of Dike 6 to 7, Duncansby system ; repairing revetment on Mayersville 
Island, and covering the upper revetment with additional stone. For location of 
dike, &c, see sketches 1 and 2 herewith. 

BFFBCT OF THB LAST FLOOD ON THE CONSTRUCTION WORKS. 

The dike- work generally withstood the flood with bnt comparatively little damage. 
The principal injury done was to the dikes at the upper end of the old Dnncansbv 
Tow-head ; the outer *'nds of the cross-dikes above No. 7 were cut off dnring the high 
water ; the upper Duncansby Tow-head has entirely disappeared ; the steamboat chan- 
nel is now wnere the tow-head was the previous season. 

This damage is due to the rapid cavio|f of the banks in the Louisiana Bend forcing 
the main channel of the river to the Mississippi side below Pilcber's Point. The chan- 
nel is now along this shore to the head of the Duncansby Dikes, at which point it 
again crosses back to the Louisiana side. 

The current thus forced against these dikes has had the effect of undermining them 
at their onter ends, and of caving away the tow-head, which was of sand and unpro- 
tected. The encroachment of the channel upon the bar at the upper end of the Dun- 
cansby Chnte will continue until the bend above Pitcher's Point is prevented from 
further caving by the revetment work now in progress there. 

Gaps were broken in Dikes 6, 7, 8 in Duncansby Chute during the high water. The 

Saps in each of these dikes were about 100 feet in width. The breaks were in the 
eepest water of the chute. 

The low-water dike constrncted in 1882, from Wilderness Landing to the head of 
Mayersville Island, was scoured out during the flood, except abont 600 feet nearest 
the MisssiHsippi shore, which remain intact. This nndermining was due to the deep- 
water channel working in towards the head of the island. 

The cross-dike in Mayersville Chute stood during the high water of February, March, 
and part of April. A gap about 125 feet in width occurred April 21, releasing a part 
of the large drift accumulation which had lodged in front of the dike. The effect 
shown immediately afterwards was the washing out of a hole 20 feet in depth through 
the gap. 

The chnte is now nearly dry In the vicinity of the dike, and the effect on the 
bottom is noticeable immediately at the break, and for abont 800 feet below, where 
a deep hole has been scoured out. 

The only assignable reason for the failure of this dike seems to have been Arom the 
pressure of drift in front ; the drift, not extending to the bottom, caused a scour at 
the foot of the piles and weakened the dike, which was then unable to withstand the 
pressoHn from the front and gave way. 

At Baleshed, the only breaks that took place were^in Cross-dikes 4 and 5, in which 
aps of about 200 feet in width occurred. The upper of these dikes had considerable 

rift in front of it and is in an exposed situation when the water is over the 20-foot 
stage, being located immediately below where the low-water and high-water main 
dikes Join. 

The above comprises all the damage done to dike-work by the last flood ; about 18| 
per cent, of the dike-work constructed previous to November 1, 1883, was washed out. 

At Duncansby and Wilderness the dikes gave way by nndermining, caused by en- 
croachments of the deep-water channel. 

In Duncansby, Mayersville, and Baleshed chutes the breaks were due to drift. 

The revetment work on Mayersville Island withstood the effect of the flood, with 

H. Ex. 64 !?• 
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the exception of two slides in the revetment near the head of the island, and about 
5,210 feet at the lower end, where the bank is low ; at this point the river cut behind 
the revetment, and it caved in. 

The damage occurred to the work at the upper end of the island immediately after 
the flood, wbtle the river was falling rapidly ; at the lower end of the island the in- 
jury was done during the flood ; nearly S7 per cent, of the work done during the sea- 
son on the island washed out during the high water. 

Dunoanahy DlkeSy present condition of the improvements, — The damage to the dikes at 
the head of the Duucausby system still continues and will, in all probability, not cease 
until the river at this point adjusts itself to the conditions above, and assumes a more 
symmetrical shape. 

The gaps in the chute in Cross-dikes 6 and 7 have been closed, and a dike driven 
joining the outer ends of 7 and 8. From present indications it is probable that the 
river will cut the outer ends of 7 and 6 still further back, as the channel is now work- 
ing in that direction, and there is a strong current thrown against this part of the 
work. 

Mayersville Dikes.— The gap in Cross-dike 1 has been repaired. This dike will need 
strengtheuing to stand the next high water. The deflecting dike built in 1882 at the 
head of the chute was washed out during the flood. 

Cottonwood Dikes, — ^These dikes are all m good condition. 

Baleshed Dikes.—TYie gap in the main dike, which occurred while the stage of the 
river was about 10 feet below high water, as well as the gaps in the Cross*dikes 3 and 
4, which occurred during the flood, have been repaired ; tnis system of dikes is now 
in good condition. 

Stack Island Dikes, — The dikes het-e are all intact. 

Elton Dikes, — The outer ends of these dikes have been out off during the flood; but 
not before they had served the purpose for which they were originally constructed. 
For location, d^c, of dikes, see sketches herewith. 

Mayersville Inland, — ^The work from the head of the island to a point 8,300 feet be- 
low is in good condition, except about 1,200 feet next to the head, where the mat is 
broken in a few places next the bank. 

Slides in the revetment have taken place ; this will require about 1,000 feet of new 
work from the head of the island down. 

METHODS OF C0N8TRUCTI0X. 

No material changes in the method of construction have been made during the pres- 
ent season from that in practice heretofore, described in the report of last year's opera- 
tions. 

In the construction of dikes, instead of cotton wood braces, two cypress planks 3 by 
8 inches, one fastened on each side of the pile, with an abutting piece mortised into the 
plank, have been used to a great extent. These are more rapidly put in place, and 
although the first cost is somewhat greiCter, it is believed that the saving of time 
more than compenaat'OS for the additional cost, besides giving a better brace. 

The use of cypress for the construction of dikes is recommended both for piles and 
braces; cotton wood will last but two or three seasons, when exposed, while the life 
of cypress is much greater and will allow of much more satisfactory work being done. 

A steam hammer has been tried for driving piles, which gave quite satisfactory re- 
sults. The leads of the driver upon which it was used have been lengthened, so as 
to give it further trial. We were able to drive piles from 5 to 8 feet, after the limit of 
penetration had been reached with the ordinary drivers and with comparatively lit- 
tle battering of the heads. 

The practice in mattress construction has been to make them continuous, Joining 
the grillage laid on the slope of the bank with the mattress before sinking, so as to 
make the construction continuous from the top of the bank to the outer edge of the 
mattress. 

Before sinking, the flotation of the mattress is nearly destroyed by ballasting it 
with stone distributed over the surface ; it is then sunk in position, beginning at the 
head and retaining the lower end of the mattress on the weaving barge, so that sink- 
ing and building mattress can proceed at the same time. 

No loss of mattress occurred this season while sinking. 

The experience of last year shows that where damage has occurred to mattresa- 
work it has generally been by sliding of the bank. The lower part of the slope just 
below the low-water line is the point that first g^ves way, in many instances the 
mattress tearing apart fh>m the bank revetment proper, leaving a space at the foot 
of the bank slope exposed without protection to the eroding action of the current. 

It would appear that a stronger form of revetment than that afforded by the ordi- 
nary brush construction used heretofore will be required to connect the subaqueous 
mattress with the revetment laid on the slope of the bank in order to insure satis- 
factory results. 
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Below is a list of the floating property constituting the plant: 

List of hoaUf barges fpile-driverBf fo,, constituting the plant belonging to the reaehy ofwhieh 
five small barges f 75 by 15 /eel, and one, &} by 15 /eel, leere buUt on IA« works. 



ClMeifloatlon. 



Tow-bosts 

Onden 

Hftttresa- boats 

Do 

Screen-boats 

iSnartei^boato 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Macbine-sbop boat.. 
Carpenter-shop boat 

Lumber-boat 

Dock 

Do 

Do 

Wbarf-boat 

Derrick-boat 

Pomp-boat 

Barf^-decked 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Pile-drivers 

Do 

Catamaran 

CaUdDff flats 

Do 

Yawls 

Sklfb 

Total 



Na 


Dimen- 
sions. 




Ftat, 


6 
2 




110 by 80 




180 80 




140 40 




100 26 


10 


130 25 




100 80 




135 80 




100 25 




80 20 




70 18 




100 26 




211 26 




211 86 




188 60 




87 16 




26 8 




186 26 




100 24 




47 12 




182 24 


2 


160 28 


8 


120 26 


28 


100 26 




75 IS 




66 16 




60 14 


12 


70 20 




82 20 


8 




26 7 


2 


42 12 


8 
86 








183 







Bemsrks. 



1 obartered. 



Steam. 
KodeL 

Flash. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 



«DMMART OF WORK COMPLETED AND MATERIAL EXPENDED FROM NOVEMBER 1, 1883, 

TO OCTOBER 1, 1884. 

Work done, 

Nnmber of piles driven 9,292 

Namberofstringers pat in place ^ 3,601 

Knmber of braces put in place r 6,383 

Nnmber of linear feet of dike completed, 2 row 5,463 

Nnmber of linear feet of dike completed, 3 row 20,841 

Number of linear feet of dike completed, 4 row 861 

27,166 

Grillage foot-mat bnilt, 20,594 linear feet squares.. 8,425 

Woven foot-mat built, 6,196 linear feet do 4,164 

Mattress bnilt, 10,928 linear feet do.... 13,786 

Revetment built, 15,528 linear feet do 8.061 

iibore-mat, 2,175 linear feet do 836 

Wattling, 9,948 linear feet do 796 

Tilted screens, 2,839 linear feet do 1, 039 

Bank graded, 8,731 linear feet cubic yards.. 71,379 

• 

Linear feet pile -dike standing November 1, 1883 44.235 

liinear feet pile-dike constructed present season 27, 165 

71,400 

Deduct old work washed out the present season 6,294 

Amount pile-dike October 1, 1884 63, 106 
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On Mayers ville Island there is now in fair condition 7,130 linear feet of reyetment 
and mattress work. 

Maierial expended. 

Piles number.. 9,559 

Strinfi^ers do 3,471 

Braces do 6,383 

Stone .cubic yards.. 30,350 

Cottonwood poles cords.. 1,417 

Brush do 24,7;i7 

Wire pounds.. 167,000 

Ir5n and spikes do 178,463 

Whitelead do 4,515 

Oakum do.... 5,592 

Lumber ,-. feet, B. M.. 275,200 

Coal bushels.. 190,327 

Sacks ; number.. 4,600 

Very respectfully, 

ABTHUB HIDEB, 
Aeeietant Engineer in charge, 
Capt. CuNTON B. Sears, 

Corps of Engineere, U» 8. A. 



H 2. 

BBPORT OF J. E. TURTLE, AS8I8TAKT BNOINEBR, UPON OPERATIONS AT PILCHER'S POINT. 

United States Engineer Office, 

pucker's Point, La., October 6, 1884. 

Sir: The following report of operations of work done at Pilcher's Point, La., from 
Kovember 1, 1883, to October 1^ 1884, is respectfully submitted. 

The object of the work at this point was to hold the present shore-line, thus pre- 
venting a deflection of the current to the Mississippi side below, which deflection wa» 
supposed would cause serious damage to the work at head of Duncansby Chute. 

The plan adopted to hold the present shore-line was by woven willow mattresses, 
which are supposed to cover, when sunk, a sufficient amount of the slope to prevent 
erosion ; and by upper bank revetment. 

On November 1, 1883, there were employed at this point two mattress parties, one 
brush party, snag-boat O. G. Wagner, and tow-boat Pearl. 

Owing to a scarcity of labor in summer of 1883 the work did not get well undei 
headway until about November 1, 1883. On November 6, owing to a low condition of 
funds, Captain Marshall, U. S. A., issued instructions to drop mat construction as 
soon as practicable and transfer one of the mat parties to Inland No. 93. The latter 
part of these instructions were carried into effect November 24. 

On December 15 the upper mat party at this point was disbanded, and such of them 
retained as was necessary to store track lumber for winter. 

On December 17 brush party was also transferred to Island No. 93, to assist in the 
completion of the work Kt that point before high water. 

Party retained at Pilcher's Point was disbanded December 26, 1883. Parties on 
Island 93 disbanded, one on December 29, one on January 8, 1884. 

Snag-boat O. G. Wagner continued work until 11 a. m., November 7, when a craok 
occurred in her boiler. On November 15 J. B. Meiss reported to take place of Waguer. 

On November 30 Wagner was taken in tow by the steamer Mississippi and delivered 
to Major Miller. 

Meigs continued work until December 18. when pulling snags was abandoned. On 
December 19 she departed for Memphis, to be delivered to Major Miller. 

Tow-boat Pearl was employed until December 28. On December 29 she was taken 
in tow by steamer Mississippi, to be delivered to owners. 

Quarter-boats and mat-barges were placed with the fleet at Wilson's Point, prop- 
erty checked and placed under lock and key. 

On January 28 a small force was organized for the purpose of furnishing mattrees 
poles and stringers to construction partv at Wilson's Point. On February 11 water 
got over bank, and work was abandoned. 

On April 7 a small iorce was again organized to supply braces and stringjers to party 
at Wilson's Poiot. Timber was cut from skiffs and floated to barges. This work con* 
tinued until May 27, then, owing to a falling river, was abandoned, aud clearing 
caving banks of timber was begun. This latter work was continued until June 2!), 
when mat construction commenced, and since that date has been pushed as rapidly 
as the class of labor and hot weather would permit. 

The head of the mat work this season overlaps the lower end of mat sunk in 1883. 
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After an nnsucceasful attempt to remore the snags from this bend — first with a pile- 
driver, and after with grader No. 3 — a diver was procured, the object being to cnt oflf 
the snags by means of dynamite. The cartridges used were half-pound Hercules 
powder^ one or more being used as the size of snags demanded. Cartridges were tied 
Against the snags, close to the bottom, and exploded with a battery. This means of 
removing snags proved a perfect success. 

The diver (Mr. Howard) has examined the upper mat (1,690 feet in length) sunk 
in lb83, and all the mat sunk in 1854. The mat of 1883 was found to be in a good stat^ 
of preservation, and to be well done on the bottom, the outer edge resting on a stratum 
of blue clay. 

On the evening of September 19, a cave occurred which injured about 100 feet of 
the mat sunk iu 1884. The slide is supposed to be caused by the grader, which was 
ffrading at the time at the point where the slide took place. Witn the exception of 
this 100 feet, the mat sunk in 1884 was found to be in good condition, the outer edge 
resting on a stratum of blue clay. 

Grader No. 3 was received from Wilson's Point on the evening of July 31, and began 
jading po August 1. Much delay was occasioned at first by inexperienced labor — 
poor quality of hose (used last season), sickness of engineer, and a crack in pump 
hamber. 

On September 15, grader No. 1 was received from Yicksburg, and put to work at once; 
«ince then a double crew has been employed, and good progress made. This work has 
been under the charge of Assistant Engineer H. &$teubing. 

Carpenters have been employed overhauling mattress oarges, quarter-boats, build- 
ing addition to office, and in general repairs. 

Blacksmith has been employed welding mat rods, and on general repairs. 

The steamers Osceola and Etheridge have done ihe local work. 

There has been an abundant supply of material.- 

DESCRIPTION OF WORK. 

• 

The mattresses emploved here are the common woven mattress of willow, and havB 
been explained in detail so often that explanation here is deemed unnecessary. The 
widths used are 180, 168, and 165 feet (these widths do not include grillage mat), 
and have been made continuous, the longest mat being 3,440 by 180 feet. 

Previous to sinking, the mats have been well ballasted (flotation destroyed) their 
entire lengths, or over such lengths as were to be sunk from time to time. The head 
or up*stream ends are sunk first by pulling a barge loaded with .rock over the mat, 
beginning about ^0 feet below the head, and then towards it: when the head is 
reached it is loaded with sufficient rock to carry it rapidly to the bottom: the strapik 
<fix>m 12 to 16 in number) that anchor the mat to the mooring barge are let go sim- 
ultaneously. The anchor lines that hold the mat to the shore are sunk with it, and 
by means of shackles and trip-lines, made fast to buoy, are released when a sufficient 
quantity of the mat is on the bottom to secure its safety. 

Every 300 feet mats are made fast to shore by 2-inoh manilla lines (t'wo lines abreast 
on the outer half of the mat); these lines are also sunk with the mat and treated aa 
the head lines. 

The upper bank revetment consists of courses of willow brush placed upon 9, frame- 
work of poles, and are held in place by cross poles firmly wired to frame- work under- 
neath. 

GENERAL REMARKS. 

On June 1, 1884, it was found that the upper mat ^1,690 feet in length) sunk in 1883, 
was still in place, no caving having occurred behind it; the lower mat (2,308 feet in 
length) was found to be gone. 

A resnrvey of the shore-line along this mat indicated the least caving to be 150 feet, 
the greatest 600 feet, it being greatest at the lowerend. As this was a detached piece 
of work, situated at the worst point in the bend, other results could not be expected. 
It is deemed advisable not to revet the lower one-half or three-quarters of a mile of 
this bend, as it is hoped if this is left unprotected it will wa^h away during the high 
water, thereby materially assisting in carrying into effect the purpose of the work. 

If the work done this season will be found in perfect condition itfter the high waters 
of 1(^5, the revetment of the above three-fourths of a mile will be all that remains 
to be done to finish the work at this point, requiring an expenditure of about $42,000. 

The progress of the work has been greatly delayed by the shifting class of labor 
employed. The work at first is entirely new to them. As soon as they become ac- 
quainted with it they are ready to leave. 

Number of laborers that commended work in August and were paid off before the 
month closed, was2ti7; in September, 350. 

I feel under obligations to the employes on the work for the faithful and untiring 
manner in which they have performed their duty, and to Assistant Engineer Arthur 
Hider for the prompt and agreeable manner in which he has responded to my requisi- 
tions for material and different pieces of his plant. 
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Appended hereto is summary of work done, material expended, and statements of 
cost of work. 

Statement of cost of work done at Pucker's Pointy Lake Providence Reach, from November 1, 

1883, to October 1, 1884. 



Description. 



H»t and bank reTetment 

Snag-boat 

Bmsh party 

Grading 

Supplying braces and stringers to Wilson's Point 

Clearing caving bank of timber 

Workouring suspension 



Total 



A. 



Pay-roll. 



$87,002 25 
1, 678 95 
4, 622 75 
2,078 00 
1, 578 83 
367 00 
801 49 



47, 529 27 



Sabsistence.^ 



$9,532 49 
883 13 
1,441 86 
869 90 
284 35 
113 34 
44 25 



12, 169 32 



Material. 



$63,761 29 
163 50 
826 11 
145 00 



64,886 90 



Totals. 



$110,286 4» 
2,225 68 
6,200 72 
2,602 90 
1,868 18 
480 84 
845 74 



124,084 4t 



* Daily cost per ration, raw 26.4, served 82.8 cents ; daily cost per ration for actnid labor on time list* 
39.8 centa. 

Work done. 



Description. 



MTUAi 



ed 



Bank deaied of timber 

Timber cleared fhtm caving banks 



Length. 


Width. 


Feet 


Feet 


6,275 


78 


6,146 


78 


8,850 


75 


9,240 


200 



Remarks. 



Shoveled. 
Preparatory to grading. 



Work done — Continaed. 



Description. 


Quantity. 


Locality. 


Bemarks. 


Snags removed number.. 

Do do 


809 
172 
128 

4,240 
161 
866 
729 

15. 610 
2,826 

14,030 


PUcher's Point... 
... do 


By divers. 

For Wilson'4 Poii^t. 


Iiogs removed — do — 

Brush cut and loaded cords.. 

Poles cut and loaded do — 

Strinffcrs cat and loaded ..t number x . 


do 

8ar«h's Island 

PUcher's Point .. 
....do 


Braces cut and loaded .do 

Track laid linear feet.. 

Track oorduroved do — 

Track stored for winter. ..«.. ..do.... 


... do 

Sarah's Island 

....do 




A ah tAfi . . 











Carpenter work, — Ventilators put on three quarters-boats; hold of No. 35 fitted for 
dining-room : addition to office completed. 
Painting, — Roofs of three qaarters-boats painted. 
Respectfully submitted. J. E. TURTLE, 

Aeeietant Engineer, 
Clintok B. Sears, 

Captain of Engineers, U, S, A, 



Statement of material expended at Pilcher'a Point, Lake Providence Beach, from 

1, 1883, to October 1, 1884. 

Brush cords.. 

Poles do.--. 

Iron pounds.. 

Spikes do.... 

Cut nails do 

Wire do..-. 

Links do 

Staples gross.. 

Clevises pounds.. 

Stone cubic jards.. 

Coal bushels... 

Lumber feet.. 

Mineral paint .- pounds.. 

Shingles number.. 

Linseed oil gallons.. 

Hercules powder pounds.. 

Primers number.. 

Car grease pounds.. 



November 

19, 325. 1 

1,710.6 

86,209 

33,118 

2,205 

80,221 

2,420 

57 

765 

8,666.9 

8, 990 

10,158 

652 

3,500 

70 

175 

200 

400 
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statement of work done at Pucker's Pointy Lake Providence Beach, from November 1, 1883, 

to October 1, 1884. 



Desoription. 



Mattren conitmcted * . 

Do* 

Do* 

Do* 

Do* 

Do* 

Total 

Grillage 

Upper bank revetment 
Do 

Hattreaa sunk 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Do 

Total 



Length. 


F99t. 

1,030 
6,872 
460 
1,245 
4,195 
1,779 


14,081 


1,768 
1,895 
4,830 


1,030 
6,872 
460 
1.246 
8,074 
1,779 


12,960 



Width. 



Feet. 
160 
180 
160 

168 

166.5 

60~ 

60 

78 

160*" 

180 

160 

■ "iei" 

168 
166.6 



* These widths do not indnde grillage. 



H 3. 



SVPOBT OF W. M. CBILDB, A8SISTAKT BN01NBER, UPON OPERATIONS 4T MATBRSVUJUB 
ISLAND, WITH SUBRBFORT UPON EXAMINATION OF SUBAQUEOUS MATTRESSES. 

Wilson's Point, La., October 1, 1884. 

Sir: The work under my charge for the eleven months endino^ September 30, 1884, 
was confined to the protection of the face of MayersviUe Islana by snbaqneons mat- 
tresB and revetment, and to making woven and grillage foot-mats, tilted screens and 
wattling at the Cottonwood system of dikes. 

Careful examinations were made in September, by a marine diver, of the snbaqneoos 
mattress along the entire face of Mayersville Island (see sabreport marked Appendix 
H3'). 

From the head of the island to a point 300 feet below range 52 the mattress has had 
a strong current to withstand, and is somewhat broken near the low-water line. The 
revetment is good, bnt has been repaired in places several times. 

From a point 300 feet below range 52 to a point 180 feet below range 55 the sub- 
aqueous mattress and revetment are in good condition. Over 1,500 linear feet of sub* 
aqueous mattress and revetment has been bull I to keep work now standing in repair. 

Work done at the cotton wood dikes is in good condition throughout. 

Below is an estimate of the labor co:st for 100 linear feet of bank protection work: 

150 squares woven mattress, at tl.25 $187 50 

10 Hquares grillage mattress, at $2.37 ^ 23 70 

Grading mattress, at 31 cents 31 00 

50 squares revetment, at $2.37 118 50 

Total 360 70 

Add cost of material : 

150 cords brush, at $1.75 $262 50 

147 cubic yards stone, at $2 294 00 

12 cords poles, at $2 24 00 

130 pounds spikes, at 4 cents 5 20 

225 pounds wire, at 7 cents 15 75 

1,000 pounds iron rods, at 5 cents 50 00 

651 45 

Towage estimated at 33)^ per cent, of tow-boat service 70 80 

Total cost for 100 linear feet 1,082 95 

Cost per single foot 10 83 
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Beeapitulaiiona of work done and percentage waehed out {not including AeHsiant Engineer 

J, E, Tarty 8 work). 

Woven mattress : Linear feet 

Mayersville Island (in good condition) 5, 7:3 

Cottonwood dikes (in good condition) 4,G02 

Mayersville Island (washed ont) 3, 798 

Total 14.i:» 



26f T>er ceot. washed ont. 

Grillage mattress, Mayeraville Island, 780 linear feet washed ont. 

100 per cent, washed out. 

Grillage foot-mat, Cottonwood dikes (in good condition) linear feet. . 4, 058 

Wattling foot-mat, Cottonwood dikes (in good condition) do 1^,571 

Tilted screen, Cottonwood di kes (in good condition) do 1, 487 

Rod hraces put up, Cottonwood dikes number.. 709 

Revetment : Linear feet 

Mayersville Island (washed out) 6,578 

Mayt^rsville Island (io good condition) 5,735 

Cottonwood dikes (in good condition) 120 

Total 12,433 

52H per cent, washed ont. 

Linear feet. 

Grading Mayersville Island (in good condition) 8,611 

Grading Cottonwood dikes (in good conditidn) 120 

Total 8,731 

Of mattress work in good condition, as per last yearly report, 100 per cent, is now 
washed out. 

Tabulated statement of location, amount and cost of work done, and material ex- 
pended, accompanies this report^ marked Appendix H 3^ 
Respectfully submitted. 
Your obedient servant, 

W. M. CHILDS, 
United States Aeeietaut Engineer, 
To Arthur Hidbr, 

United States Jjuietant Engineer in charge. 



H3^ 

REPORT OF W. M. CHILDS, ASSISTANT BNOINBBR, UPON EXAMINATION OF SUBAQUE- 
OUS MATTRBSSES* 

Wilson's Point, La., Oeioher 4, 1884. 

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of examinations of subaqueous 
mattress off the face of Mayersville Island, made by a marine diver. 

From the head of the Island (1,100 feet above range 52) down-stream 500 feet the mat- 
tress is in ffood condition and lies on a gradual slope. Between points 500 and 600 
feet below head of island the mattress is badl^ broken. There are two places in this 
distance of 100 feet where the mattress is entirely gone out. Below the head of the 
island 900, 1,000, and 1,100 feet the mattress is broken in places along the low-water 
line and iu two places- is broken away from the grillage mat and settled down 3 or 4 
feet below the outer edge of the latter. For 75 feet out from the shore the mattress 
seems in good c(»nditiou« well ballasted, and lies on a gradual slope. 

The revetment irom the head of the islaud down 1,400 feet is very steep near and at 
the water surface and in some places shows signs of giving way. From a point 1,400 
feet below the head of the island to a point 180 feet below range 55, a dis'anceof 6,900 
feet, the mattress and revetment are iu good condition, and lie on an ea«y slope. At 
some places along this stretch the river bed has washed down 3 or 4 feet below the onter 
edge of the mattress. 

The current was so swift the diver could reach the outer edge of the mattress only be- 
tween ranges 53 and 51. 

About 350 feet below range 55, a piece of mattress about 100 feet in length was found 
and io good condition ; 200 feet below this a small parch was found, but from there 
down nothing of brush or stone was found. The current was quite swift along the 
lower part or the islaud and the diver could not go more than 50 feet from shore. 
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All mattress work foand was well ballasted with rock, and was almost covered with 
saDd. Even along the head of the island where is the most current the mattress was 
well buried in sand. A good deal of light sediment has settled on the mattress be- 
tween ranges 53 and 55. 

Pieces of brush were broken off and brought up, and seem in a good state of preser- 
vation. Ko difference could be detected between brush that had been down one year 
from that which had been down two years. 
Respectfully submitted, 

W. M. CHILDS, 
Untied States JseUiant Engineer y 
To Arthur Hidbr, 

AsexBtant Engineer in churge. 



DMoription of work done. 



Woreo mattroM. 

Do 

Do* 

Do t 

Dot 

Dot 

Dot 

Do 

Do 



Do$. 
Do.. 



Orlllaffe mattress f 
Doi 



§. 



BoTetmcnt H 
Do .... 



Do$. 



Gndin 



% 



Oxlllage 



foot mattress. 



WattliDff 

Tilted screen 



Bod braces pnt np . . . 
Bmsh cut and loaded. 



Location. 



MayersTille Island. 

do 

...do 

....do 

..do 

....do 

....do 

Cottonwood Dikes. 
....do 



Mayersrille Island 
...do 



.do 
.do 



...do 

Cottonwood Dikes. 



HayeTsvllle Islaad. 



...do 

Cottonwood Dikes. 



do 
.do 



do 
.do 

.do 



MayersTiUe Island . 



i 



2,906 

2,820 

810 

904 

1,774 

407 

408 

2,075 

1,627 



14,186 
1,805 



15,680 



780 
1,896 



2,175 



12,818 
120 



12,488 
1,806 



13,828 



8, fill 
120 



8,731 



1,024 
2,134 



4,058 
2,671 
1.487 

(IT) 
700 

(tt) 
2,045 



i 



151 

135 

125 

110 

100 

71 

45 

75 

60 



140 



50 
82 



60 



60 
85 



85 



I 



4,888 

8,810 

887 

1,774 
280 
182 

2,231 
076 



Bate. 






15.040 $L828 
1,053 



16,008 



800 
446 



836 



6,511 
108 



6,614 
837 



$L248 



L186 



L250 



7,451 



70,700 
250 



71,040 



1,154 
747 



8069 



1,001 
250 
520 



.4864 
.1880 
.2038 

(**) 
.2123 

«:) 

8.224 



S 


04 



2.872 



2.867 



.0877 



1.038 
1.875 
.5882 



Cost 



So 



$18,778 16 



025 06 



15,654 56 



2.670 74 



1,078 60 
485 71 
803 26 



150 68 

'6,503*88 



47,580 54 



* Bnilt to repair slides, t Washed out. \ 525 linear feet washed out ; 1,240 linear feet built to repair 
alldes. \ Work done by Assistant Engineer J. £. Turtle. H 5,029 linear feet washed out ; 1,540 linear 
feet built to repair slides. H Number. ** Per rod. tt Cords. ;: Per cord. 



Mutertal expended* 



cubic yards. 
cords. 



Btone 

Brush 

Poles do — 

Spikes pounds. 

Iron rods do — 

Wire do... 



15, 791 
16, 344 
1,155 
12. 557 
76, 467 
5*2, 891 
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REPORT OF C. P. RUPLE, ASSISTANT ENGINEER, UPON OPERATIONS OF DIKE PARTY. 

Wilson's Point, La., October 1, 1884. 

Sir : I have the honor to snbmit herewith the followitii^ report of operations, cost 
of work, and maintenance of what is here known as the cuke party, under my charge, 
from November 1, 1883, to October 1, 1884. 

This party was under active operation at time of last report, made November 1, 
1883, and continued so until January 7, 1884, at which time work was entirely sus- 
pended on account of high water, and the force disorganized. 

At this time but little pile-driving was being done, the principal work consisting 
in completing the dike already driven, by the construction and sinking of foot-mats, 
wattling, &c. Fortunately this work was complete to such an extent that what re- 
mained unfinished was of little or no consequence. 

During the high water, and while the levees on this reach between Wilson's Point. 
Louisiana, and Concordia Landing, Louisiana, were in danger, I was detailed on patrol 
duty over this section, also superintending such work as was done to preserve and 
keep the levees intaot, by building revetments of lumber to prevent caving, and when 
the levee was low or had been cut through, by raising such places with rows of sacks 
filled with earth placed along the outer edge of the levee. 

On the 1st of April, 1884, the force was reorganized and pile-driving resumed by 
the commencement of the Cottonwood system of dikes, completing this and moving in 
turn to Baleshed, Stack Island, and Duncansby. 

During my absence on leave, frum April 23 to June SO, work was continued nnder 
the charge of Assistant Engineer E. C. ToUinger. 

No dike work has been done since August 15. 

The force was then reduced (on account of tlys unhealthy season) to a few men, and 
the party engaged in miscellaneous work — at the present time loading rock from the 
bank onto barges, at Wilson's Point, Louisiana. 

On August 28 1 took charge of a party to make a special survey of Greenville Harbor, 
Mississippi, completing this and returning to Wilson's Point September 4, the object of 
this survey being to secure data upon which to base an estimate of such work as would 
be necessary to preserve this harbor from further encroachments of the river. 

The following is a tabulated statement giving in detail the work done : 

Statement showing dike and WuBh work as done Inf dike partjf from November 1, 1883, to 

October 1, 1884. 



Location and dike. 


lull 


Foot-mst between piling. 


Woven mat along 
piling. 




Made. 


Sunk. 




Bnnoanaby: 

VAf n OAt^fMim 6 and 7 - 


1,677 


Lin./Mt, 

1,677 

160 

2,082 

806 

782 

66 


Sq,f«tt, 
67,080 

7,600 
69,602 
82,380 
28.840 

2,620 


Lin./eeL 
477 
160 

1,882 
806 

1.273 
716 


19,060 
7,600 
63,602 
82,880 
64,420 
88.646 


i9tml;. 


WidiK 


No. 8 






No. 4 


1.882 

617 

188 

56 

4,471 

1,350 

863 

1,285 

558 

100 

184 
2,860 






No. 6 






No. 7 






No. 8 






Cottonwood : 

Main oator 






Main Innw ,,,rT- 














So. 1 














Ko. 2 














No. 3 














MayersTille : 

Nol 


900 
1,670 


43,870 
78,820 


900 
1,912 


48,870 
89.489 






Baleshed: 

Main 


1,604 


ao 


"Mftlfi hAirwAAti 1 tLitA 9 _ 




No.8 






672 


29.624 






New 4 nnder old 4 


1,207 
1.206 
100 
366 
100 
100 

2,240 
2,636 










New 5 under old 5 ..... . 










.. 




No, 6old 


864 


13.660 


829 


38,160 






No. 6 






No.7 






76 


3,760 






No.8 










Stack Island : 


2,860 
2.134 


05,760 
88,895 


2.869 
2,184 


95,700 
88,896 






Main 






No. 1 












TotaU 


23,846 


12,064 


623,027 


14,144 


600,176 


1,694 


60 
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Looation and dike. 


Ill 

III 


Screens hung. 


Wattling. 


Tip grillage wat- 
tling made and 
sunk. 


Dancanaby : 

Main between 6 and 7 . . 


Sq./Mt 


lAn./*9L 


8q.feet 


Lin.feeL 


Sq.fML 


Lin,fML 


Sq.fwL 


No.3 
















No. 4../. 


1,000 
5,500 


170 


8,260 






1,280 


88,400 


No. 6 


1.675 


16,731 


No.7 










TTo.S 








1,050 


10,868 






Cottonwood: 

Main outer 












Main inner 
















No. 1 
















Na 2 
















Na 3 
















MayersTiUe : 

No. I 


0,000 














Baleahed: 

Main 






1,865 


11,825 


2,647 


105,41ft 


Main between I and 3 . , 








No. 3 


8,300 


800 


9,000 


872 


6,800 






New 4 under old 4 






New 5 under old 5 


.•••.••...■• 














No.5old 
















No. « 








400 
915 


2,400 
6,405 






No. 7 












Na 8 










• 


Stack laland: 

Main 
















No. 1 
































Totals 


10,400 


470 


12,200 


7,377 


63,728 


8,927 


143,816 





bf this there 

Linear flset. 

Two rows 4,878 

Three rows 1... 18,792 

Pour rows 180 



Total 23,846 

Amount of pay-roll $37,454 22 

Sabsistence 9,227 50 

Total 46,681 72 

Labor loaned other parties 366 93 

Total to be accounted for 46,314 79 



Distribnted as follows : 

1. Pile-driving, inclading bracing 26,367 42 

2. Brush work, foot-mats, &o.yinclading sinking 16,310 87 

3. Miscellaneons work : 

{a) Cleaning bank of timber 482 86 

(6) Repairs to revetment, Island 93 1,309 99 

(o) Ballasting revetment and foot-mats made by other parties not in- 

claded in above statement 660 62 

(d) Cutting and loading brnsh 448 61 

(0 Loading material 482 19 

(/) Raising and moving sunken driver 252 23 

Total 46,314 79 



8,046 piles driven, at 111.725- 13,876 69 

5,:J83 braces put on, at $1.157-1- 6,231 17 

3,193 stringers hung, at $1.96-f 6,259 56 

Total 26,367 42 



Labor, cost per 100 linear feet, 2-row dikes 
Labor, cost per 100 linear feet, 3-row dikes 



81 43 
120 87 



268 BEPORT OF THE MISSISSIPPI BIVEB COMMISSION. 

For 188^83 the cost of the same class of work was $129.40 for a dike of two rows. 

Average cost per 100 square feet foot-mat between piling : 

Making $1,313 

Sinking 586 

$1,899 



Average cost per 100 sqnarefeet wattling 2 00 

Average cost per 100 square feet tip-grillage wattling 2 10 

Average number piles driven per day per driver, while working, 11}. 

Very respectfully, 

C. P. RUPLE, 
United States Assistant Engine^, 

Arthur Hider, 

Assistant Engineer in charge. 



H5. 

report of B. C. TOLLINOER, ASSIBTANT ENOmSER, UPON LEVEES, VICINITY OF ILUL- 

WARA, LOUISIANA, AND 8KIPWITH, MISSISSIPPI. 

Wilson's Point, La., October 1, 1884. 

Sir : During the high-water season I was detailed on special duty on levees in the 
vicinity of Iliawara, La., and Skipwitli, Miss., where danger of breaks was immi- 
nent, superintending the necessary protection work done by the Government at the 
former locality, and attending to other duties connected with tJie levees during the 
flood. 

On April 23 I took charge of the pile-driving force then at work on Cottonwood 
Bar during Assistant Engineer Ruple's absence on sick-leave. This work was fiuishBd 
and the party moved to Baleahed, when a high-water main dike from 1 to 4 was 
driven, g^aps in 4 and 5 closed, 4 and 5 strengthened from main dike and extended oat 
into deep water,' dikes 6, 7, and 8 extended as far as the depths of water would allow. 

The party was then moved to Stack Inland, and the construction of a dike acroes 
Baleshed Chute, above the head of Stack Island, begun. This work was well under 
way when Assistant Engineer Ruple returned, June 20. 

In the mean time, a gap broke through main Baleshed Dike below No. 5, and was 
Continually increasing in size, with a rapid current flowing through. A force of pile- 
drivers was put to work closing the break in this dike. 

All work done by me from April 23 to June 20, while I was temporarily in charge 
of the party, is incloded in Assistant Engineer C. P. Ruple's report. On July 1 a sep- 
arate party was organized, and the following work done : 

MATERSVILLE STSTSM. 

Dike No. 1 repaired. The work done here was to close the break made during the 
flood, which was done by a dike in front of the gap and a thick foot-mat. 

BALESHED SYSTEM. 

Main dike from 3 to 5, to protect dike driven in 1882, which showed signs of weak- 
ness. Dike immediately below No. 5 — to close break, foot-mat made from 3 to 6, in- 
cline grillage built from 5, crossing the break, to retard the flow of water passing 
through the gap. lu front of this gpp some old condemned coal-barges were sunk. 
The deep water and strong current passing through the break while this work was 
beinff done rendered it exct-edingly dithcult and costly. Assistant Engineer Steu- 
bin^B force was placed in my charge August 1, he having been assigned to other work. 
The construction of foot-mats was completed at this locality and on August 9 the force 
transferred to Wilson's Point, and has since been engaged in loading rock from the 
bank for use at Pitcher's Point. This work has. been done during the hot weather 
w h a small force, it being impossible to retain men at wheeling rock when other 
w rk could be obtained, and has been done at a very considerable disadvantage. 



S9 
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The statements below show the locality and amoant of work done from July 1 to 
October 1, 1864 : 

DIKEWORK (PILE.DRIVIKQ). 



Looation. 


Deeoription. 


Driven since 
July 1, 1884. 


Remarks. 


If avernTille 


CroM-dike 1 


Fent. 

649 
1.608 
1,163 


Closlnf( breaks. 
Protection dike. 


Balfwhed 


Main dike between 8 and 5 

Main dike below 5 


Balesbed 


SAO of thin closes bre%kr 








Total 


8,820 











2-row 
8-roiw 
4-row 



Feeti 

590 
. 2.049 
. 681 



Total 8.820 

DIKE WORK (BRUSH). 



localily. 


Foot-mat between piling. 


Tipped screen. 


Reret- 


Made. 


Sunk. 


Made. 


8nnk. 


ment. 


MsyersTille Ko. 1, between 
8 and 6 


ZifMOr 
/ML 

507 
1,975 


Bqwxn 
feet 

20,010 
67,065 


Linear 
/eeL 

507 
1,975 


Sauare 

^,010 
67,065 


Linear 


Square 


Linear 
feeL 


Bquoire 
feet 


Square 
JeeL 

6,300 


Balvsbed main dike ... 












Baleahed main dike below 
5 


882 


89,690 


882 


89^600 
















Total 


2.572 


87,075 


2,572 


87,075 


882 


39,690 


882 


39,600 


6,300 







The following is a summary of the amount and cost of labor : 

Amount of pay-rolls $6,311 13 

Subsistence 1,612 36 

Total 7,923 49 



1,246 piles driven, at |2.51+ 

408 stringers in nlace, at $1.624- • 

1,000 braces in place, at 51 oents+ 

870.75 squares toot-mat, at $1.15+ 

31^.9 squares tipped screen, at $1.05 

63 squares revetment, at $1 

3,993 cubic yards stone, loaded, at 42 cents-f- 

Sinking barges, gap in Baleshed 

Miscellaneous, loading piles, and repairs to drivers, 
Coaling steamboats 



$3,055 05 


660 99 


514 60 


1,001 36 


416 74 


63 00 


1,687 70 


148 05 


276 00 


100 00 



Total 

HeepectfuUy submitted. 



Arthur Hidrr, 

Asdifttant Engineer in charge. 



7,923 49 



E. C. TOLLINGER, 

Aeaisiani Engineer. 
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H6. 

BBPOBT OF B. D. THOMPSON, AflSIflTAJfT ENGINEER, UPON SURVEYS ULKE PROVIDENCE 

REACH. 

Wilson's Point, La., October 4, 1884. 

Sib: The followiDg report, from November 1, 1883, to October 1, 1884, is respect- 
lolly sQbmitted : 

FIELD WORK. 

General eurveys, — Three of these, each extending from Ashton to Point Lookoat, have 
been received, viz, two at medium stage, in Febmary and July, and one at flood stage 
in April, 1884. They included, besides the hydrography, the determination of changes 
in shore-lines caused by caving banks, and the location of exposed bars and of con- 
struction works. Eighty regular ranges were sounded for each survey, the soand- 
ings being located by either sext-ant or transit angles. For the February survey, the 
shore-line was re-run on both sides of the river the entire length of the reach. 

SPECIAL SURVEYS. 

These have been made for two purposes: First, to determine the fills and scours 
due to the contraction works, and, second, to ascertain '* whether, in a well-marked 
bend, where there are caving banks, there is a deposit duriog falling stages, and, if 
so, its amount and character, and conversely if a scour takes place during rising 
st^^." 

For the first, complete local surveys, including crosH-section and longitudinal sound- 
ings, were made immediately preceding the construction of any new works, and also 
for the works standing November 1, 1883, the observations being frequently re- 
peated to ascertain the efiPects. 

For the second, three ranges, each 1,000 meters apart, were selected in Louisiana 
Bend and sounded frequently during rising and falling stages. These surveys com- 
menced February 4; they were repeated as frequently as possible during the rise 
of that month and in March. From June to October they were continued, but, owing 
to the fluctuating stages of the river during that time, now rising and then falling, 
it is not desirable to base general deduction upon the results of the latter surveys. 

A table accompanying tbis report shows some of the results obtained. 

DISCHARGE OBSERVATIONS. 

In accordance with instructions received from Capt. W. L. Marshall, a section for 
the measurement of discharge was located at Wilson's Point in November, 1883. 

The observations have been made, in point of time, as follows : 

When the river was below mid-stage (^18.2 L. P. gauge), once jier month; when 
above mid-stage, once per week. 

During the flood stage, in March, they were made daily or on alternate days until 
the maximum discharge had been determined. 

This was 1,151,2.')0 cubic feet per second, with a mean velocity of 6.2003 feet per 
second (L. P. gauge, 38.11). ' 

All the velocity observations were taken with a W. G. Price current meter, used 
from a catamaran in the usual manner. No anchorages were used, the apparatus be- 
ing held in place by a steamboat. Eleven velocity verticals were used for each set of 
observations, the data taken at each vertical, consisting of a run of five consecutive 
minutes at mid-depth and an integration. The velocity stations are located on the 
discharge section by ranges on shore making angles of 45° with it. 

With a small stem-wheel boat, no trouble was experienced in maintaining any de- 
sired position in the river. 

When located, the section crossed the head of Cottonwood Bar, but the movement 
of this bar down-stream has since been quite rapid, the result being to more nearly 
equalize the depths on the entire section. In connection with the discharge observa- 
tions, bench-marks were established on both banks for the determination of local 
slope. The gauge used by the observation party at Hays' Lauding, in 1881-'^, was 
also re-estabiiBhed, in order that comparisons might be made between the observ- 
ations taken there the previous season and those at Wilson's Point. In all, thirty* 
four measurements have been made. Maps showiug the following curves, viz, ve- 
locity, area, discharge, mean depth, and mean velocity, derived from the observa- 
tions, together with those of the Lake Providence and discharged-section gauges, 
accompany this report, also a table of results obtained. 
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SLOPE OBSERVATIONS. 

These were taken at twelve stations on the reach from Carolina to Hays' Landing 
the distances between the stations averaging about 3 miles ; four complete sets have 
been obtained. Including a series of high- water marka for 18d4. Their elevations re- 
ferred to zero of L. P. gauge are as follows : 

Feet. 

Carolina Landing, Miss 46.493 

Ashton Landing, La 45.596 

Pilcher's Point Landing, La 43.487 

Wilson's Point Landing, La 41.698 

Mayersville Landing,Miss 41.303 

Lake Providence, La 38.400 

AShipland, Miss 36.539 

Hays' Landing, La 34.900 

The elevation of the mark at Hays' Landing for 1884 is 0.117 foot higher than for 
1882, and is attributed to backwater fh>m the Yazoo River. The gauge records show 
that while at Wilson's Point, March 11 and 24, the gauge heights were the same, at 
Hays' Landing, on March 24, the gauge was0.95-f foot higher than on the 11th instant. 

OAUOB8. 

At Wilson's Point and Lake Providence, gauges have been maintained throughout 
the eleven months. New gauges were established as follows : Carolina, June 12, 
1884 ; Pilcher's Point, June 12, 1884 ; Hays' Landing, Februarv 12, 1884. The Pilcher's 
Point gauge was discontinued on accoun t of caving banks. The four remaining gauges 
are read twice daily and reports rendered by the observers every ten days. 

MISCBLLAMBOUS. 

A rigid basis for maps has been kept up, including new triangulatiou where neces- 
sary, repairing and re-establishing ranges, and the determination of elevation, for new 
bench-marks where caving has occurred. • 

The systems of dikes have been resnrveyed, construction works located for progress 
sketches, Stc, 

A survey of Greenville Harbor was made in September by apportion of the party in 
charge of Assistant Engineer C. P. Ruple, who nas submittea a report on the same. 

During August and September, soundings were taken on the shallow crossings of the 
reach every ten days. The depths reported are the least found in a channel 1,000 
feet wide. The crossings sounded were, first, from A MacMillan (Elton) to foot of 
Stack Island, and second, from Ben Lomond, Miss., to Shorts, La. On the first, in the 
channel usually run by steamboats, not less than 15 feet was found at any time, and 
recent soundings (October 2, 1884) show a least channel-depth of 21 feet (L. P. gauge, 
e.OCh. 

The cost of the party for eleven months has been as follows : 

Amount of pay-roll tl0,356 65 

Subsistence 1,957 36 

Total 12,314 01 

Average cost per month 1,119 45 

Which amount does not include value of coal burned by steamboat. 

OFFICE WORK. 

One hundred and ten maps and 159 tracings have been made, including progress 
sketches. In addition, the discharge measurements have been computed, ana the 
special surveys reduced by planimeter, and tables of results prepared and submitted 
(to June 8, 1884); besides this, a variety of miscellaneous worK has been done, in- 
cluding a complete index of all maps and note-books belonging to the party and the 
Wilson's Point office. 

Summary, 

General surveys of reach 3 

Special surveys 73 

Discharge measurements 34 



272 REPORT OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER COMMISSION. 

Slop« obeeryations sets.. 4 

Shore-lines miles.. 119^ 

Levels do... 45 

Abnilt 8 

A looated 2 

Cross^section sonndings (number located ) 22, 841 

Longitudinal soundings 2,502 

Maps made 110 

Tracings 169 

STAGE OF BIVSR. 

The river was above mid-stage, viz, 18.2 feet, L. P. gauge, two hundred and thirty- 
nine days, on the following dates, viz, November 18, 25, 28, December 20, 1883, and 

December 31, 1883, to July 28, 1884. 

Feet. 

Highest leading, L. P. gauge, March 23, 1884 38.40 

Lowest reading, L. P. gauge, September 30, 1884 5.85 

Oscillation of river..-.. 32.55 

Mean stage of river from November 1, 1883, to October 1, 1884...- 24.07 

CAYIKO BANKS. 

LouiHana Bend. — ^The length of caving bank in this bend extended during the flood 
stage from Range 18 to Range 26, 17,920 feet. The maximum amount of caving oc- 
curred on Range 24, viz, 1,000 feet ; average annual rate was 575 feet. 

This bank has since been mattressed nearly to Range 22. The channel followed 
the caving bank closely, Sarah's Island bar enlareiug accordingly. The deepest 
soundings taken in the bend during flood-stage was 151 feet on Range 18. 

The current was then very swift with large whirls and eddies near the Louisiana 
shore. The decrease in datum areas on Range 18 from February 4, 1884 (L. P. gauge, 
24.8), to Febraary 22, 1884 (L. P. gauge, 37.45 feet), was 1,880 square feet. 

No caving occurred on this section. On Range 22, where heavy caving took place 
during the same time, the increase of datum area was 11,688 sqaare feet. 

Manges 31 to 34, MistisHppi {Island No. 92). — The cavins in this locality is not at all 
serious, excepting perhapn at A Cordell, where it extends back 300 feet. No recent 
survey has been made to determine its rate. Length of caving bank, 5,670 feet. 

Ranges 38 to 41^, Louisiana. — ^Length of caving bank, 5,660 feet; annual rate of cav- 
ing, l;iO feet. 

Below mouth of Duncansby Chute, Mississippi. — ^The caving along this bank began in 
November, and has continued more or less ever since. Length of caving bank, 8,350 
feet ; annual rate, 175 feet. 

LongtDood Front. — Length of caving bank, 11,000 feet; annual rate, 125 feet. 

Ranges 82 to 88 {Monigomtry's^ Xa.).— During the rising stage in January and Febru- 
ary, 1884, rapid caving took place in this locality, destroying the old levee. Length 
of caving bank, 10,420 feet; annual rate, 275 feet. 

Shipland Front, Ranges 94 to 100.— Slight caving occurred here during the flood-stage. 
Lengrii of caving bank, 6,600 feet; annual rate of caving, 125 feet. 

CHANGES ON REACH. 

Duncansby Chute. — Upper Duncansby Tow-head was entirely washed away in Feb' 
ruary and March, 1884 ; at the same time a fill took place in the chute below, amount- 
ing to 1,035 feet on a section between Dikes 6 and 7. 

For comparison, six sections were selected, Range 35 above the dikes. Ranges 36 8, 
37 S, above and below Dike No. 6, and Ranges 40, 41, and 42 in the chute above Skip- 
with Landing. 

The following statement shows the average amounts of fills that have taken place 
on the sections between the specified dates : 

• 
Average, December 3, 1883, to June 5, lti84 : 

Feet 

Range 36 S 4.48 

Range 37 S 10.35 

Average, November 14, 18^3, to June 5, 1884 : 

Range 40 8.58 

Range 41 3.57 

Range 42 2.89 
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The low-water channel 10 now where the upper tow-head formerly was. 



COTTONWOOD BAR. 



The constrnction of contraction works on this bar during the high stage ha^ had the 
effect of building up a large bar behind them, and of throwing tne channel directly 
Into the bend of Island No. 93. 

MATXRSVILLB CHUTE. 

Four sections have been sounded for comparison in this chute, viz, one about 500 
feet above the cross-dike and three below, from 500 to 850 feet apart. 
The dike consists of live rows of piling, with a heavy drift aooumulation in front. 

From November 14, 1883, to June 4, 1884: 

Feet 

Range 52 shows a scour of 3. 16 

Range A shows a scour of 5.53 

Range B shows a scour of 1.76 

Range 53 shows a fill of 1.18 

Range A is located below the dike, and the large amount of soour is due to a break, 
which occurred April 21, next Mayersville Island. 

BALESHBD CHUTE. 

In this chute four ranges were selected for comparison. 
From December 5, 1883, to June 6, 1884: 

Feel. 

Range 60 S shows a fill of 4.63 

Range 61 SsbowsafiUof 4.38 

From November 16, 188:), to June 6, 1884 : 

Range 64 A shows a scour of 2.3 

Range 65 A shows a fill of 22 

At the upper end of the chute the cross-dikes extend from the main dike to the Mia- 
sissippi shore ; while at the lower end the depth of the water is such that the dikes 
cannot be driven across. The Balesheil Bar has increased both in width and length, 
ito lower extremity being now within 200 meters of the head of Stack Island, with a 
width of 680 meters on Range 72 (L. P. gauge, 6.05 feet). 

STACK ISLAND CHUTE. 

Three sections have been selected for comparison ranges, 71 and 72 both extending 
Acroee the river, and Range 73 in the chute proper. 

From February 5 to Anril 2:^, 1884, during the rising and high stages, a slight sooar 
of .84 foot, took place in tne chute; on Range 72, inside the dike, the fill averaged 2.62 
feet ; on Range 73, an average scour of lO.S feet took place. 

On September 24, 1884, the deepest wat**r found on Range 72 (below the orosa-dike) 
was 0.8 foot, and on Range 73, 47 feet (L. P. gauge, 6 feet). 

A tabular statement showing results of comparative surveys is submitted herewith. 

MATERSVILLE ISLAND. 

During high water about 1,800 feet of the lower end of the island, consisting of a 
very narrow strip between the chute and the main river, was washed away. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

No low-water survey has yet been made; hence a direct comparison of the reach for 
the low- water stages of 1883 and 1884 cannot be made at this time. 

The progress maps accompanying annual report show all dike and mat work con- 
structed since the beginning of improvements and standing October 1, 1^*84. Also 6- 
foot contour lines (L. P. gauge) as they were in December, 1881, before constniction 
work commenced, and in July, 1884. 

The maps of comparative sections at Piloher's Point, Ranges 14, 16, 18, 20, 22, and 

H. Ex. 64 18» 
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24 are taken from rarveys of April 5, 1883^ September 1*2, 1883, April 17, 1884, and JoIt 
8, 18S4. Construction work was began in this bend about September 1, 1883, and is 
now in progress. 

The sections showing changes in chutes are from surveys of December, 1881, and 
April and July, 18M, before and after dike construction. 

A map of the Jnly general survey on scale of 1 : 50000 Is also submitted herewith. 

The Mteam-launch Nellie was used by the party until she was sunk December 31, 

1883, by striking a submerged snag, l^rom January to June, 1884, the tow-boats on 
the reach were used at various times for soundings and gauging operations. In June, 

1884, the steamboat Meter, designed and built for the use of the party, arrived, and 
has been used constantly ever since, giving entire satisfaction. 

In .Ian nary, 1884, a case of small- pox appeared on the quarter-boat, rendering U 
necessary to organize a new party, delaying the work nearly three weeks. 

To my assistants, Messrs. Ritchie, McNulty, Vansickle, Reed, andLowegren, I am 
indebted for valuable aud efficient services rendered. 
Very respectfully, 

E. D. THOMPSON, 
UniUd States Assistant £ngi% 
Arthur Hidkr, 

United States Assistant Engineer in charge. 



H7. 

Summary of discharge obeervatiims taken at Wilson^s Poivt, Louisiana, from November 1, 

1883, to October 1, 1884. 



1888. 

Korember 27-28 

December 10 

1884. 

Janiiary 80-81 

February 15 

February 26 

February 27 

February 28 

February 29 

HatrbS 

IfarchO 

Haroh II 

Maruhia 

March 17 

Man'h 19 

March 2L 

March 24 

March 26 

March 28 

Aprils 

April 12 

April 16 

April 24 

Mays 

M»*v 10 

May 16 

May 27 

June 11 

Jane 17 

June 23 

Jun«28 

Jnly7 

July 22 

Angunt 14 

September 17 



I*. P. 

gauge. 



1&40 
24.86 



25.80 
84.75 
87.48 
37.60 
87.66 
87.72 
87. 72 
87.87 
88.11 
88.12 
37.86 
87.07 
8a 29 
38.89 
88.25 
88 05 
37.06 
»6.08 
86.69 
36.72 
36.51 
86.53 
36.33 
34.35 
24.50 
24.08 
25.50 
24.39 
21.60 
18.00 
14. 9h 
7.15 



8quaffe§L 
118.480 
181,977 



128.143 
101,923 
173. 589 
170, 760 
172.887 
178,880 
174. 284 
183, 876 
1^%676 
182,880 
lh3, .^{2 
183.308 
185.504 
188,420 
186,268 
186.464 
188.202 
189, tK)8 
186. 570 
188,164 
192. Ut<2 
180,430 
1X5,106 
178,040 
148,000 
146.201 
150. 030 
145.900 
132, 720 
132, 960 
114.830 
90.710 



Mean ve* 

locity per 

aeoonu. 



Ftet 

4.418 
6.192 



6.214 
5.487 
&952 
6.085 
&987 
5.954 
Sl939 
&914 
6L200 
6.181 
6.989 
6.846 
6l&22 
6.580 
5.6U 
5.4n 
5.517 
6.525 
5.704 
5.606 
5.564 
5.603 
5.641 
5.140 
4.156 
4.385 
4.299 
4.276 
4.264 
4.100 
a 439 
2.973 



DiBobar^e per 
aecond. 



501,805 
685,244 



688,20* 

888.481 

1,033.216 

1.039.292 

1,036.117 

1.062,144 

l,03^]^0 

1,087.561 

1. 151 230 

1,121,330 

1,008,0331 

1.071,788 

1,024,459 

1,063,212 

1, 045. 166 

1,021,280 

1,038.4.^4 

1.047.741 

1,064,339 

1. 054, 786 

1.068.829 

1,011.027 

1, 026, 762 

916.129 

616.139 

641, 124 

648.928 

623,964 

666,011 

546.382 

394.946 

209, 60» 
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COMPARATIVE SECTIONS. 



LOUISIANA BEND-RANGE 18. 



Date. 



1884. 

February 4 

February 11 

Febniary 18 

February 16 

February 18 

February 22 

February 26 

February 29 

Mamb2^ 

April 17 



w. s. 


L.P. 




fcange. 


81.15 


24.81 


37.11 


31.55 


38.92 


83.57 


40.50 


85.35 


41.80 


36.30 


4'.65 


87.45 


43.55 


87.49 


48.70 


87.72 


43.45 


88.06 


42.90 


86.65 



Areaa be- 
low datum. 



Squan/Mt 
249.500 
229,144 
289,880 
228,10&4 
250.066.4 
247.680 
249.080 
223. 531. 2 
226,800 
225^976 



Scour. 



1,406.4 



Fffl. 



20.416 
9,680 
21,453.6 

» • ■ ■ « • a 

1,880 

480 

26.02&8 

22,760 

23,584 



LOUISIANA BSND— BANGS 22. 



February 4. 
February 10 
February 13 
February 16 
February 18 
February 22 
February 26 
February 29 
Harob28... 
April 17.... 



30.95 


24.68 


3.^94 


30.80 


8&66 


83.54 


40.20 


35.85 


41.00 


36.80 


42.35 


87.43 


43.25 


37.48 


43.40 


87.72 


43.15 


88.05 


42.70 


36.65 



281,632 
281.280 
286.160 
297,200 
299.440 
298. 320 
272.208 
259.760 
269,328 
244,087 



4,528 
15.568 
17.808 
11,688 



852 



9.424 
21, 872 
12.804 
87,545 



DUNCAN8BT CHUTE-RANGE 87 S. 





Water sur- 
face, Wll. 
BOo*8 Point 
gauge. 


Below Dike No. 6. 


Widtb of 
section. 


Average 

depth oraii 

below datum. 


Date. 


Areas below 


Scour. 


Fill. 


1888. 
Deoenber 8........... 


24.25 

25.05 
37.72 
86.59 
86.52 
27.80 


Square feet 
44,160 

41,945 
34,373 
3:1. H67 
31.440 
26,773 


Squarefeet. 


Squan/eet 


1,680 


FseL 


1884. 
Febmarr 4 




2,215 

9.787 

10.293 

12, 720 

17,387 


1.82— 


Marcb 13 






5.82+ 

&itu 


April8 






J^prill7 






7.57-1 
10. 8J^ 


June 5 --.. 















DUNCANSBT CHUTE.— RANGE 41. 





Water snr- 

f«o<s WU- 

8on*8 Point 

gauge. 


1,000 meters below Dike No. 8. 


Widtb of 
section. 


Average 


Date. 


Areas below 
datum. 


Scour. 


Fill. 


depth of flU 
below datum. 


1883. 
NoTem ber 14.......... 


1&15 
20.15 
24.85 

25.05 
87 72 
36.59 
86.52 
27.30 


Square ftet 
64.020 
56^792 
53,800 

54,920 
63,080 
51, 232 
47,960 
45,440 


Square feet. 


Square/eeL 


Fk€L 
2,650 


FeeL 


Norember 23... 


872 




$ 


TWiAAinliAr A 


1,120 

000 
1, 240 
8,688 
6,060 
9,480 




fL42 


1884. 
Februarv 4 








liarch 13 






0.47— 


A.pril8 






L89+ 
2.63-™ 


ADti]18 






June 6 






3.57 











KoTB.— The flxst survey on each section is taken aa the unit of oomparisoii. 
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MATSRSVILLS CJSUTE— RAN6S 52. 



Dftto. 



Water ■or- 

faoe, Lake 

Providence 

gauge. 



1883. 

KoTomberli 

lfOTember27 

1884. 

FelnraarvS 

March 10 

April 21 

May 10 

Jime4 



1&83 
18.08 



2i.50 
86.10 
3e.80 
88.02 
28.80 



Areas be- 
low datum. 



Smtare feet. 
28,873 
30,667 



29,840 
28.107 
28,480 
27, 227 
29,413 



Seonr. 



Bq.ft, 



4^294 



8,467 
1,784 
2,107 
854 
8,040 



EilL 



Bq.fL 



Width of 
section. 



Feet. 
960 



Arerage 

depth of 

fill below 

datum. 



MAYBBSVILLE CHUTE— RANGE A. 



1888. 

November 14 

November 27 

1884. 

FebraaryS 

March 10 

April 21 

M!aylO 

June4 



16.83 
18.08 



24.50 
88.10 
86.80 
86.62 
28.80 



25.860 
24,184 



26,060 
26,180 
26,826 
28,747 
80,160 



1,600 
820 
1,466 
8,387 
4,800 



1,226 



870 



t.41 



MATEBSVILLB CH17TE— RANGE B. 



1883. 

November li 

Novenber27 

1884. 

Febmary 6 

March 10 

April 21 

May 10 

June 4 



16.88 
1&03 



24.50 
88.10 
36.80 
3&52 
28.80 



25,493 
26,934 



28^874 
27, 120 
26,320 
27.200 
27,067 



1,441 



2,881 
1,627 
827 
1,707 
1,674 



MAYERSVILLE CHX7TB— RANGE 58. 



1883. 

November 14 

Novembers? 

1884. 

Febmary 5 

March 10 

April 81 

Jnne 4 



16. 
18. 



24.60 
38.10 
86.80 
28.80 



27,020 
28,254 



20,360 
28,588 
28,538 
26,747 



884 



1,440 
618 
613 



895 



1,173 



1.18 



NoTB.— Comparisons are made with the first survey on each section. 

BALESHBD CHTJTE-RANGB 60 8. 



Data. 



1888. 
6 

1884. 

FebroaiyS 

MardiU 

April 24 

June 6 



Water snr- 

face. Lake 

Providence 

gauge. 



94.15 

24.50 
8&03 
86.72 
26.55 



Inside of dike. 



Areas be- 
low datnm. 



Sqwi're feet. 

28^040 
24^913 
22,546 
21,680 



Scevr. 



Sq.fL 



IB 



FilL 



Sq.fL 



8,114 
5.481 
6.847 



Width 
of sec- 
tion in- 
side 
dike. 



FM, 

1,400 



Averaga 

depth of 

miaaida 

ofdikeba. 

low 



&21-e 
8.91+ 
4.53+ 
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BALESHED CHUTE— BAKGE 61 a 



Decembers. 



Ifebmary 6 
March 14.. 
AprU24 ... 
JTojied 



Date. 



1883. 



1884. 



Water ear- 
face. Lake 
Providence 
gauf^. 



24.15 



24.60 
8a 08 
36.72 
26.65 



Luide of dike. 



Areas be- 
low datum. 



Square/eeL 
43,680 



44,186 
80,233 
40.480 
37.253 



Scour. 



FilL 



Sq,f€et. Sq./e€t. 



506 



4.447 
8,200 
6,427 



Width 
of sec- 
tion in- 
side 
dike. 



1,466 



Average 
depth of 
fill, inside 
dike be- 
low datum. 



Feet. 



8.08-h 
2.18-t. 

4.88-H 



BALESHED CHUTE— RANGE 64 A. 



IV^ovenber 16 
Decembers.. 



Tebruarv5 
Kareh 14 .. 
ApTU24... 
June 6 



1883. 



1884. 



17.26 
24.15 



24.60 
38.03 
36.72 
26.65 



41,226 
43,040 



43.1^73 
47.680 
54,260 
45,120 



1,814 



2.747 
6.454 
8,084 
3,894 



— r 

ITOTB.— Comparisons are made with the first survey on each section. 



1,668 



STACK ISLAND CHUTE— KANGE 7L 



Date. 


Water 
surface, 
Lake Provi- 
dence 
gauge. 


Area be- 
low datum, 
inside of 
dike. 


Scour. 


FilL 


Width 
of sec- 
tions. 


Average 

depth 

of scour 

below 

datum. 


Avenwe 
depth 
offlU 
below 


1884. 
'Pebmarv 5. 


24.60 
86.80 
87.08 
36.80 


Square feet 
92.160 
88,480 
92,986 
04,876 


Sq.feeL 


Sq.feeL 


Feet 
2,632 


FeeL 


FeeL 


Tebmary 18 




3,680 




L89 


Iffarffb M ., r 


776 
2.216 




0.29+ 

0.84-1- 




April 28 

















STACK ISLAND CHUTE— RANGE 72. 



1884. 
yebruarv 6 


24.50 
86.80 
87.03 
86.80 


101,120 
90.904 

101.860 
94,816 






2.414 










10,216 




4.28+ 


KarchU 


740 




8.06+ 


April 28 


6,804 




2.61+ 











RANGE 73 CHUTE. 



1884. 
iPebruary 6... 
Vebmary 18.. 

liarohM 

April 23 



24.50 
86.80 
87.03 
36.80 



81,600 






1,721 


85.173 


8,578 
11,040 
18,240 




92,640 
09.640 















2.08— 

6.41+ 

10.50+ 



V0TB.-^CompaTlaon8are made with the first survey on each section. 
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H8. 

BXPORT OF HBNRT STEUBINa, ASSISTANT BXGINEBR« UPON COST OF UNLOADINO AND 

DISTRIBUTING STONE ON LAKE PROVIDRNCB REACH. 

Wilson's Point, October 1, 1884. 

Sir: The following is the amotiut and cost of nnloadine stone from harges at Wil- 
son's Point, covering revetment of Mayersville Island with stone, and foot-mat work 
on Stack Island and Baleshed dikes, done by the party nnder my charge : 

4,813 cnbic yards stone unloaded fVom barges, at 25 cents $1, 203 75 

5,480 cubic yards stone distributed on revetment, Island 93, at 50 cents.... 2,792 00 
252.5 squares revetment builr, repair to revetment, Island 93, at 57 cents .. 143 92 

414 squares foot-mat constructed, Stack Island, Baleshed dikes, at ^ 828 00 

3:^0 cubic yards of grading, at 30 cents 99 00 

101 squares shore rcTctment, Stack Island dikes 46 18 

5, 112 85 

Amount of payroll 3,858 45 

Amount of subsistence 1,254 40 

5, 112 65 

The party was turned over to Assistant Engineer Tollinger August 1, haying been 
assigned to duty at Pilcher's Point. 
Bespectfully submitted. 

HENRY STEUBING, 

Assistant Engineer. 
Arthur Hider, 

United States Assistant Engineer in charge. 



H 9. , 

REPORT OF H. ST. L. COPPER, ASSISTANT SNOINBER, UPON WORK AT DELTA POINT, LA., 

AND YICKSBUKG HARBOR. 

YiCKSBURG, Miss., Odoher 10, 1884. 

Captain: I have the honor, in accordance with instructions mailed me on the 20th 
ultimo, to submit the following annual report of work under my charge. You instruct 
me to report on the work up to the Ist of October, but as it will bnly take to the lUth 
to finish all the construction that will be needed at this point for some time, I have 
included these 10 days. 

At the time of the last annual report a survey had been made, and the results le- 
corded therein. 

Delta Point was in most part intact and but little repairs necessary. The inner 
harbor had filled to such an extent that, in spite of the money expended in dredging^ 
Captain Marshall would recommend no continuation of the work there, nor snbnut 
any farther estimate for improvement. 

At that time Delta Point was unsettled, as shown in sketch, the only weak part 
being at the projecting mud point, where mattress dike was built 2,000 feet below 
Delta Wharf-boat Landing. It was estimated that 500 linear feet of mattress would 
repair this. 

Jannarv 1, with an outfit from Wilson's Point, I commenced the construction of a 
mattress here to be of the length estimated, but the weather was so severe, and the 
water at such a high stage, that no attempt was niade otherwise than to temporarily 
prevent the caving until a more favorable time; this was accomplished with some dii-^ 
nculty (by sinking a mat 183 by 163 feet, as shown in sketch). 

January 16, all the plant taken from the Lake Providence Reach was returned 
and no more work done on the harbor until the present low-water season. 

In the latter part of June yon directed me to make a survey of the harbor and 
Mississippi River in the vicinity, with a view to comparing the results with those 
obtained in former years, and also for the purpose of ascertaining the condition of 
the work already done, and the repairs and new work necessary in order to carry oat 
the general plan of improvement. 
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July 10, after making the survey I sent to your office at Memphis a report on the 
same, accompanied by maps and estimate. The following extract from it will show 
the condition of the river and changes then made : 

*'The chanij^es that have occurred since the last survey, made October of last year, 
in the main nver, as can be seen by studying the map, are as follows: 

** The sand-bar above Delta Point has caved, becoming what is termed a bluff-bar| 
the low-water line being forced towards the Louisiana side 200 feet. The tail of the 
bar has been moving down-stream each year, showing it to be some hundred feet 
helow the position occupied the year previous. Now the change at the lower end 
is almost imperceptible. The change at Kind's Point is also but slight. From im- 
mediately at the point Just above the line or the old river bank (see map) for 2,000 
feet the caving has been about 50 feet, but above and below the Interval there has 
been no change. The soundings in the vicinity of Delta Point, where the bank was 
revetted, show a slight diminution in depth, due, I think, more to high- water in- 
fluences than any other cause ; a few weeks of low water will deepen the water 
here again. The bar below King's Poiut, through which West Paws was cut, and 
which closes the entrance to the Centennial Lake, has been partially swept away, 
the low-water line being to some extent forced back towards the old channel of 
the river (northeast). All the sand which originally formed this middle ground or 
outer bar has not been effectually caved away, but seems to have moved in part 
Just below its former position, shoaling up slightly the river in the vicinity of 
the P. line elevator ; making an average difference at the lower landing of b feet 
since last year. Just below the last or lowest mattress placed at Delta Poiut (on the 
sand-bar) the bank has caved to the extent of 100 feet at a point 600 feet below old 
work, and 150 feet 1,200 feet below old work. Delta Point proper, where mattresses 
were placed in Ib^ and 18d3, is unchanged, with the exception of one or two |>oints 
where there has been considerable deposit. About 1,200 feet below the P. line ele- 
vator on the Mississippi side^ the bank commences to cave, increasing as you go down- 
stream, being very destructive at the Refuge Oil Mill, I mile below. At this point it 
has caved, since August lti82, 800 feet, being now within 66 feet of the track of the 
L., N. O. and T. R. R., and threatening the site of the mill. 

'* The soundings in the inner harbor show the changes to be but slight, and different 
from what had taken place in fonuer years, there beiuff a scour from Qlass Bayou to 
Byan's upper mill of about 1 foot — in the north end of the lake, the difference, if any. 
being less. Below the upper mill there is a fill in the line of the old proposed canal 
bed of channel, varying irom to 2 feet. 

'* On a line called section 1 in the channel near the river side there has been practi- 
cally no chauffe ; on the same line, opposite Point of Willows, the fill has been as great 
as 4 feet, and half way to West Pass 6 feet. At West Pass the difference is but 1 foot ; 
here the deposit is soft mud. 

''To recapitulate, the tendency seems to have been for the river to approach nearer 
its old bed, cutting away the sand-bar above Delta Point, which commenced to form 
just after the cut-off in 1876 (and bad up to this year been gradually creeping down- 
stream^, turning the thread of the current once more towards the west entrance to 
the Lake Centennial and sweeping away the middle bar, which last year projected 
out in the river some distance, as shown on the map." 

As stated in that report, I am of the opinion that this more favorable condition of 
things was entirely, or in great part at least, due to the fact that Delta Point re- 
mained immovable ; after two years of constant endeavor to wash it away, the river' 
had been forced back towards the old channel. 

In the same report I submitted estimates for improvement for the present season, 
as follows : 

Excavating canal basin and West Pass to zero of gauge : 

Basin : Natnralslope on city side and slope 8 to 1 on other side $*26, 708 10 

Canal: Slopes same as basin 13,890 15 

West Pass: Slopes 3 to 1 16,958 55 

Total 56,556 80 

Revetting Delta Point 25,000 00 

August 1 there was on hand of funds belonging to this appropriation $1,723.32, and 
an allotment which had Just beeu allowed by the Commission for improvement of 
Delta Point, $2.5,000, making a total of 826,72'i.32 with which to patch up the breaks 
(which were developing on the receding of the water) and further revet the Pi>iut at 
the lower end. 

Angust 2 an outfit arrived here from Wilson's Point, with which work was com- 
menced, which consisted, as in former years, in grayling the bank, sinking mattresses, 
and building revetments for upper bank protection. This work has beeu carried on 
ap to date, with the result shown on the accompanying map. 

At first it was proposed to use $22,500 of the $25,000 allotted, in revetting 1,500 
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feet of the bank below the old work, and the balance of the $25,000 in patohhig at 
the nppt r end of the Point ; bat on the receding water, ae before stated, so many new 
breaks were uncorered that it was found neceseary to take mnch more of the appro- 
priation for patching than was at first deemed expedient. 

The work was commenced hj bnildiug a mattress at the npper end of the revetment 
laid in 1682, where the water is extremely swift and the bank was being nndermined 
by the action of the current. Here, in all, about 700 linear feet of mattress was sunk, 
and the bank graded, and about 460 linear feet of bank reyetted; at the lower end 
of the point (see map) 600 linear feet of mattress was sunk, and 1,040 linear feet of 
bank graded and revetted ; in all, about 1,500 feet of bank protected with willow and 
stone. The npper work is about 200 feet wide from top of bank to outside edge of 
mat, the lower being nearly 300 feet. At first the grading was done by hand, but this 
was found to be so expensive that yon sent me a bvdraulic grader, which proved, as 
in ltS2, an enormous saving of expense. In addition to this work, I requested per- 
mission, while the grader was here, to make an attempt with her to open West Pass, 
in order that I might get stone from the quarries at Vicksburg for fise on the work, 
also for the benefit of small boats that might enter the inner harbor. 

On your granting the request, I placed the grader at the river end of the pass, and 
with ereat difficulty worked her tnrough to the lake, making 8 feet of water as she 
moved, which shoaled up at once to ]et«s than 2. In the same way I forced her back 
to deep water in the river. It took ten days to do the work, and cost $400 for labor, 
subsistence, and coal, and a day after leaving the pass it was in a worse couditioa 
than before commencing the work. The material through pretty much its entire 
length is compact sand, which shifts continually, at one time being 10 inches below 
the water surface, and the next day in the same spot 50 inches. 

At about the time of finishing the grading at Delta Point it was found to be necea- 
sary to move the Vicksburg wliarf-boat below its former site to deeper water and 
where the bank was almost perpendicular. I was requested to grade this bank for 
the city, the latter paying the expense of running the grader, which I did, after re- 
oeiving permission from you. 

I have had no time or means for making a general survey of the harbor, but have 
made a detailed reconnaissance ; have had a meander line run from the foot of Delta 
Point to opposite the sand-bar at the mouth of Yazoo, locating the latter, and sections 
sounded along the Louisiana side where mattresses have been sunk. My reconnaia- 
sance serves to show that the conditions are but little changed since the last survey. 

The "W est Pass at the present time(there being a considerable rise in theriver}isquite 
deep, over six feet throughout its entire length, and 75 feet wide, the water passing 
through it with great velocity into the lake. The basin dredged in ft'ont of the city 
in 1883 is in about the same condition as shown in last report. The canal is about the 
same also, except where citizens have dammed it up to keep water in the lake. The 
Headlight, a light draught boat, came into the harbor yesterday and is now lying at 
the foot of Clay street. 

There is no caving at the present sta^ of water from the mouth of the Yazoo to 
below the Refuge Oil Mill on the Mississippi side, and none on the Louisiana side 
from Young's Point to three miles below Delta (town). 

The channel of the river is a little deeper or rather at a greater depth below low 
water than when the river was at a higher stage. It will be seen by the map that 
Young's Point is being caved away and the bar above Delta Point forced back towards 
the old shore-line. Unless some unforeseen changes take place at the mouth of the 
Yazoo (where a small cut-ofi' is being made), I think the river will undoubtedly acoom* 
modate itself to the old bank in the Louisiana side, and consequently cut away the bar 
dosing the entrance to the inner harbor. 

My leason for making a reconnaissance to the mouth of the Yazoo was for the pur- 
pose of ascertaining whether a dike built (on the bar forming there) to deflect the 
current onto Young's Point would not be advantageous in helping the river to sweep 
away the bar just below on the Louisiana side, but I found tnat the work would be 
more extensive than at first anticipated and the expenditure greater than the results 
would warrant. 

After the subHiding of the next high water I expect to find this in a great part ao- 
complished without the help of a dike. The next high water will probably destroy 
some of the old revetment at the mattress dike, and the sipe water on the falling river 
the work in the eddy Just below, but even should this occur I look for no further trouble, 
but believe the work on the Point has accomplished its purpose. There may be some 
sinking and breaking of the bank, but no more caving. • 

I will be more competent to anticipat«^ the changes that will take place after plot- 
ting the soundings and levels taken on sections along the revetted bank. 

At the time these sections were sounded a diver (with submarine suit) examined the 
bottom, the latter being placed on the section lines by the engineer. The results of 
his work I will submit with the profiles of the sections as soon as plotted. A general 
resume of this work is as follows: 
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He commenced at the upper end of the reyetment placed in 1882, but from there to 
near the old mattress dike was able to do but little, the current being so swift and 
dangerous ; from there to where the bank is straight and covered with deposit, t. f., 
in the eddy, he found the mattresses all holding, but badly broken or bent over pro- 
jecting ridges and into holes in the uneven bottom ; in some places they were stand- 
ing perpendicular and entangled in old screens sunk in 1881. This is the portion of 
the work which I reported some time ago as being in a condition almost unexplain- 
able. There has been apparently no caving whatever, but the bank has sunk with 
its covering of stone and willow, leaving steps, or cracks, in the slope at its top, and 
midway an almost perpendicular side from which the rock has slid, but it did not dis- 
turb the upright position of the pile driven through the head of the mat at a ton-foot 
stage in 1882* 

I consider it all, or in a great part, due to the influence of sipe water, which runa 
from the bank as the water in the river falls, as I wrote. In answer to my communi- 
cation at that time, you suggested the use of wooden drains or tiles: these would 
be effective were it not that the water has no single outlet, but comes irom the bank 
in places on a shelf perhaps 100 feet long and in such a manner as to make it impos- 
aibfe to collect it in onler tio carry it off. I would have attempted some experiment's, 
bnt there was no occasion for draining in the new work and it would have been too 
expensive in the old, it being necessary to take away considerable revetment in order 
to get at the seepage ledges. The patching which it has been necessary to do thia 
•eason shows to me very conclusivcuy the practicability of grading the bank to a very 
long or gentle slope before revetting. Had this been done here in 1882 we would 
have had much less trouble repairing ; probably it would have prevented the neces- 
sity of repairs. 

The work this year has been carried on with great difficulty and at a greater ex- 
pense than otherwise because of the excessive heat and my inability to get labor. 
White laborers will not come to this country so early as August and September, those 
who do come being unable to stand the heat of the sun. At one time thirty men in 
a force of 150, all but one foreman and the steward, were sick. Our only alternative 
is negro labor, which is very unreliable. It will be impossible for me to make any es- 
timate of the cost of the work of the past season, either as a whole or in detail, until 
my accounts are all in and the work closed, which will not be for a few days. 

I submit herewith a sketch of harbor and Mississippi River in the vicinity showing 
changes, and sketch of bank at Delta Point showing condition of work to date. 
I am, very respectfully, yours, ^ 

H. ST. L. COPPfiE, 

A$si8tant Engineer, 

Capt. 0. B. Sbars, 

Captain Engineers, U» S. A,, Memphis^ Tenn, 



Appendix I. 

beport of major amos sticicnby, corps of bnoiksbrs, upoh operatioks ik ths 

fourth district. 

United States Engineer Office, 

New Orleans, La., October 10, 1884. . 

Sir : I have the honor to sabmit the following report for works under my charge 
executed from funds controlled by the Mississippi River Commission during the time 
from October 31, 1883, the date of the last annual report, to October 1, 1864. The 
works under my charge included in the fourth district, Mississippi River, are aa 
Ibilow0^ viz: . 

Construction and repair of levees. 

Improvement of haroors of Natchez and Vidalia. 

Improvement of month of Red River and rectification of the mouth of Red River 
and the Atchafalaya River. 

Improvement of harbor of New Orleans, La. 

UEVEES. 

The levees under construction at the date of last annnal report were Shipp's Bayou 
to Hard Times, Hardscrabble, and Bondurant, Kempe and Green's to Fairview. 

Owing to bad management on the part of the contractors, the contracts on the first 
three of these levees were annulled aifter every effort had been made to compel the 
eontractors to finish their work. A new contract was made for the Shipp's Bayou 
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to Hard Times Levee, and the other two were undertaken by hired labor. The dis- 
organization of the work and the excessively rainy season made it impossible to 
complete the levees in time for the flood. The protection levees at Shipp's Bayoa to. 
Hard Times and Kempe were, however, held almost to the top of the flood, thetbrmer 
being finally breached from the rear, 'after the levees above had broken, and the 
latter giving way during a violent storm, when the river was at its highest. Alonff 
the front of Tensas Parish the flood of 1884 exceeded the height of the great floc^ of 
1882 about 6 inches, and in many places went entirely over the tops of the levees. 
The result was a great number of breaks in both United States and State levees. 

Below Red River no United States levees were breached, but some disastrous breaks 
occurred in State levees. As the flood developed in magnitude allotments were made 
by the Commission for protecting the levee lines. A great deal of work was done, 
and a great many threatened breaks prevented. For details concerning levee work 
I refer you to the report of my assistant, Mr. H. S. Douglas, who, with all others 
connected with the work, rendered efficient service in a desperate struggle to main- 
tain the lines. From the last appropriation of Congress, made in act approved July 
5. 1884, the amount of $160,000 was allotted by the Commission, to be distributed by 
the Board of Engineer Officers on construction or repairs of levees. The portion of 
this assigned to the fourth district was $90,000, to be expended on the United States 
levees on Tensas Front. It is hoped with this amount to repair the United States 
levees so they will stand even a great flood, but the amount is not sufficient to pot 
them in a condition of perfect safety with regard to height and stable slopes. The 
estimate of the cost for completing the line of levees in the fourth district will de- 
pend largely upon the dimensions of these embankments. The policy of the Commis- 
sion heretofore has been to build the greatest length of lines with the money available, 
without attempting to increase the heights above those parts of the line that were 
standing. The dimensions of the levees as they now exist are nndonbtedly entirelT 
too small for security in times of great floods. The gaps in the levees in the fourth 
district which will remain open after the construction of the levees now provided for 
are as follows : 



Name of gap. 



TKMBAS ntOMT. 

Diamond Bend to New Carthage 

Bousiere Crevaaee 

Black Hawk to Had KlYor 

ATCHAFALATA FBOHT. 

Horgansa 

Total 




Estimated 
cubic 
yards. 


Eittima> 

ted price 

per cubic 

yard. 


410,000 
637,000 
£00,000 

800,000 


$0 30 
30 
80 

80 


1, 847, 000 









Estimated 
coat. 



$123,000 
101, 100 
160,000 



90.000 00 
Hi, 100 00 



]^OTK.— The height of theae leveea, as estimated, equals grade of adjacent existing levees. 

The following is the report of Mr. H. S. Douglas, who has special supervision of 
levee work • 



*' construction and repair of levbbs and survey of umlevbed fronts. 

"United States Engineer Office, 

** New Orleans, La., October 1, 1884. 

'' Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report on ' construction and repair 
of levees/ and the * survey of unieveed fronts,* from October 31, 1883, to October 1, 
1884: 

'* During the period a most extraordinary and disastrous flood has occurred in the 
Mississippi River. The levees, both State and United States, have been severely 
tried, and in many cases were found inadequate to restrain the flood. Nnmerona 
breaks occurred, and others were only prevented by extraordinarv efibrts. Dnring 
the flood, authority ha\iug been given, work was undertaken for the preservation of 
both State and United States levees. Large quantities of material were furnished 
and work done for this purpose, principally upon State levees, which were frequently 
found lacking in cross-section, crown, and height. It is gratifying to note that breaka 
occurred in but two completed United States levees. 

" On October 31, 1883, six of the eleven levees on which contracts had been let had 
been completed and received, and of the remaining five two have been completed and 
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Teceiyed to date. The non-completion of the three remaining leyees is attribntable 
to the failure of contractors to place adequate forces upon their works, to the early 
rise of the river, and to a very unfavorable working season. 
** The following gives progress on each levee in detail, and its present condition : 



u 



TSNSAfi FRONT. 



" Castleman's to Buck Ridge, near Point Pleasant. This levee was completed under 
contract prior to October 31, 188:{. On March 15, 1B84, the river had risen to 45.95 
on the Vickribnrg gauge, 2.8 feet below the high water of 1882, and at that time the 
levee was reported by residents of the locality to be safe, they anticipating danger 
only from thts waters going over the tops of the old levees at certain low points. The 
river continued steadily to rise, however, and on the night of March 20 the first break 

OCCUITCd. 

'' Between the 20th and 23d fifteen breaks occurred in the State and United States 
levees at this point, eleven being in the new Government work. The flood went over 
the tops of nearly all the levees in this locality, and the new work, not being as well 
grassed and settled as the old, suttered the most. 

*' The breaks have all been Hurveyed and staked out since the decline of the flood. 
It is estimated that !i^,000 cubic yards of earth will be required to close the breaks, 
and under the recent allotment for construction and repair of levees this work was 
advertised and bids for it opened September 27, 1884. 

"BHIPP'S BAYOU TO HARD TIMKS. 

'* Work was in progress on this levee October 31, 1883, under contract. Slow prog- 
ress was made, and though the contractor was repeatedly directed to increase his 
force and push his work, he failed to do so. Finally, on December 8, 1883^ the con- 
tract was annulled and authority given to complete the work b^ open purchase and 
hired labor or contract. Some difiiculty was experienced in getting a contractor who 
would undertake the work, on account of the lateness of the season, but finally a 
contract was made to complete the levee by February 1, 1884. Work was commenced 
nnder the new contract December 15, 1882, pnd pushed with great energy, thongb 
with inadequate force. Heav^ and constant rains interfered materially with the 
progress of the work, and the time for completion was first extended to February 20, 
and afterwards to March 15, 1884. 

** A portion of the embankment across the bed of Lake Saint Joseph continued to 
sink almost as rapidly as the earth was placed on it. Earth became difficult to pro- 
cure, and bad to be hauled or wheeled long distances. 

** In aildition to thi8, the levee commenced to slough badly at several points, so that 
it was impossible to keep it up to ^rade or put the bank in proper shape. The rains 
filled up the swamps, rendering it impossible to obtain earth to complete these slough- 
ing places. As by a clause in the contract the United States agreed to furnish the 
contractor with workable earth, and this being impossible at the time, it was thought 
best for the inter*-st of the Government to receive the work and make final settlement 
with contractor, which was done. Previous to this, when it became almost certain 
that the main line conld not be completed, it was decided to endeavor to hold the old 
front line of levee, which, with the work done to keep out the high water of 1883, was 
in fair condition. The line of protection was nearly 2 miles in length, and on this 
line a hard fight was made against the rising river. The force was worked night and 
day, and the protection levee was raised, strengthened, and revetted with sacks and 
lumber. Two decked barges were obtained from Captain Marshal), and earth boated 
long distances. On March 15 the river had risen to 45.95 on the VickHburg gauge, 
and an additional rise of not to exceed IH inches was expected from the * Yazoo wave.' 
The protection levee was raised and strengthened to meet this rise, which instead of 
18 inches amounted to 3 feet, the crest of the wave being about 6 inches above the 
high water of 1H82 at Hard Times. 

^'On March 20 the situation became desperate, as the river was brimming over 
the protection levee for 2 miles. On the night of the 20th breaks occurred in the 
levees above, causing a temporary fall of about 2 inches at Hard Times. The water 

{souring in through the breaks above inundated the conntry, and, owing to the pecu- 
iar topographical features of the locality, backed up against the land side of the new 
main levee, and on March 21 broke and washed it away for 200 feet. The river con- 
tinued to rise, and eventually overtopped the protection levee, breaking it and the 
main line at numerous points. A survey of the levee has been made and the various 
gaps staked out. It is estimated that 40,000 cubic yards of earth will be required to 
close the gaps and complete the line. Under the recent allotment bids have been 
asked for to do this work and were opened September 27, 18r54. 
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'* HASDSCRABBLB AND BONDURANT. 

' ' Work on thi a levee under contract was in progress October 31, 1883. The eon tractor 
failed to prosecute his work with due diligence, and there being no prospect of the 
work being completed in a^easonable time, the annulment of the contract was rec- 
ommended and approved January 4, 1884. Authority was given to complete the 
work by hired labor and open contract. The lateness of the season and the amount 
of work to be done made the prospect for completion rather uncertain. In order to 
expedite matters and prevent even a temporary stoppage, the force engaged by the 
contractor was continued on the work. 

" The contractor's camps and outfit having been seized by his creditors, permission 
was obtained from the legal custodian to occupy the camps and. use the outfit. The 
construction of new camps was commenced and additional tools purchased. The 
progress of the work was greatly delayed by exceptionally bad weather, heavy rains 
alternating with severe cold snaps. The Hardscrabble Swamp was fiooded and ren- 
dered almost impassable. From January 5 to 18 there were eleven days of con- 
tinuous raiu. Under the most extraordinary difficulties camps or quarters capable 
of accommodating 650 men were built, also master laborers' quarters, kitchen, bake- 
house aud oven, warehouse, and office. 

*' The road being impassable, a wooden tramway about 4,000 feet long was built from 
the steamboat landing to the new camps for the transportation of material and sup- 
plies. Previous to the annulment of this contract permission had been given the 
contractor to employ convict labor, and he had employed about 250 of these hands. 
The requisite authority having been obtained, they were continued upon the work, as 
it would have been dimcult, if not impossible^ to have replaced this organissed force, 
who had their own quarters and tools. The free-lab(ir force averaged about 400 men 
per day, and, considering the suddenness with which the work was undertaken, they 
were organized and handled to great advantage. On February 11 the men demanded 
an increase of wages and quit work. On February 13 their demands were acceded 
to and work was resumed, though with a slightly diminished force. On the.day of 
the strike, February 11, the river was nearly over its banks and was rising rapidly. 
A light protection levee had been built immediately in front of the main line. On 
February 14 the river rose over the bank in the Hardscrabble Swamp, and after a 
hard fi^ht broke the protection levee and ran through a gap of about 1,200 feet in 
the main line. This flooded the camps and caused a suspension of work. The river 
continued to rise and eventually overtopped all of the levee that was below grade. 
The lower end of this levee in the Boudurant field had been completed, but the water 
being on both sides of it, and being exposed to the washing of waves, a crevasse oc- 
earred. Since the decline of the river the bank at this point has caved very rapidly 
and the levee has gone into the river for a distance of about 2,.500 feet. Hardscrab- 
ble levee was little damaged by the flood, only two small breaks occurring. It is 
estimated that 75.000 cubic yards of earth will be required to complete Hardscrabble. 
An entirely new line of levee, estimated to contain 35,000 cubic yards, will be re<|uired 
in the Boudurant field. Under the recent allotment proposals for the construction of 
each of these levees have been advertised for and were opened September 27, 1884. 

• 

"KEBiPB BREAKS AND KXTEK8I0N. 

*' Work on this levee under contract was i n progress October 31, 1883. The contractor 
£aile<l to prosecute his work with due diligence, and there being no prospect of the 
work being completed in a reasonable time, the annulment of the contract was re- 
commend^ and approved January 6, 1884. Authority was given to complete the 
work by hired labor and open contract. For the same reason, as at Hardscrabiile, the 
contractor's force was continued on the work. The contractor's creditors seized his 
camps and outfit, and permission to use them was obt<aiuod from the legal custo- 
dian. The same causes that delayed the progress of the work at Hardscrabble pre- 
vailed here, only the locality being better drained, the damage was not so great. New 
camps or quarters capable of accommodating 600 men were built ; also an office, ware- 
house, bake-house and oven, and kitchen. A wooden tramway about 4,0iH) feat long 
from the steamboat landing to the new camps was constructed. To facilitate the trans- 
fer of supplies and to place Hardscrabble and Kempe in close ctmimnnication, as was 
necessary, a stenm-tng was transferred from the work of improving harbor at New 
Orleans, and a small barge chartered. The portion of Kempe levee built by hired 
labor is probably the heaviest embankment of the kind in the State of Louisiana, oon- 
sidKiing its length. At one point the line of the embank ment crosses a slough, and 
for about 1,200 feet it was impossible to procure earth, as the ground was covered 
by water from 2 t4) 3 feet deep. In order to procure material for the construction of 
the main line at this point, it was found necessary to build two side levees across the 
slough about 500 feet on either side of the main liue and parallel to it. Twp steam 



REPORT OF THE MI8SIS8IPPT RIYER COMMISSION. 285 

Snmping engines were procnred and placed in position. One of them proved to be 
efective, but the other did good work, and the area between the side and {main levee 
on the land side was soon pumped dry. 

"Earth con Id then be obtained and men were put to work wheeling it into the levee. 
At the end of Febraary the whole line of the Government work on this levee was well 
on towards completioD, except the 1,200 feet in the slongh. Meanwhile the river had 
risen to an alarming height, and the seepage water came in so rapidly that it was im- 
possible to procure earth on the river side of the new levee. The Kempe protection 
fevee, which had withstoo<l the high water of 188.'), was still in good condition, but on 
Febmary 27 a force was put to work raising it as a matter of precaution. On March 
11 the backwater coming down from the break at Hardscrabble flooded the new 
camps and the levee line, compelling a stoppage of work upon the main levee. The 
major portion of the force was paid off and about 100 men retained to work upon the 
protection levee. No danger was anticipated until Sunday, March 23. A heavy rain 
commenced in the morning and continued throughout the day, but a force of over 100 
men was kept at work placing sacks and earth. The incessant rain finally cauHod the 
embaukment to commence sloughing at several places, and at 1 p. m. an unexpect^ 
alough occurred, and notwithstanding every effort the river broke through. The 
tremendous current destroyed any work done to protect the ends of the break, 
which rapidly enlarged. Earth had been taken from the new main levee, all other 
available localities being covered with water, to assist in holding the protection 
levee. The water from the crevasse rushed over the main line at this point, washing 
it away aud causing a break of about bOO feet in width. This did not add to the 
volume of water escaping from the river, as the new levee was incomplete at several 
points. A ' run-around' or new line of levee has Iteeti staked off to close this break, 
estimated to contain 25,000 cubic yards. Under the recent allotment, proposals fot 
building this piece of levee at the crevasse have been advertised for, and were opened 
September 27, 1884. The balance of Kempe Levee, estimated to contain about &),000 
eubic yards, it is proposed to build by hired labor, and all preparations for the oook- 
meneement of embankment coustructton have been made. 



(I 



LAKS CONCORDIA BRfiAKS. 



''This long line of generallv light embankment was completed by contract prior to 
the high water of 18o3, ^hich it stood without showing signs of weakness. It was 
reported to be in a dangerous condition at several points on March 14. The levee is 
composed- of a loose, sandy soil, and is in many places exposed to the wash of the lake 
waves during high water. Measures were taken to protect the levee, lumber and 
sacks being used without stint. Notwithstanding every effort, however, eleven 
breaks occurred between March 23 and 26. The ends of these breaks were protected 
as far as possible to prevent further enlargement. The work necessary to close these 
breaks has been staked out, and it is estimated that 31,000 cubic yards of earth will 
be required for this purpose. Under the recent allotment proposals for this work 
were advertised for, and were opened September 27, 1884. Should there be any sur- 
plus funds from this allotment, it is intended t<t apply them, so far as they will go, to 
raising the grade of this levee, the work being rendered necessary owing to the ele- 
vation of the flood line, caused by the King's Point Cut-off above. 

"ORBBK'S TO FAIRVISW. 

''Work on this levee, under contract, continued without interruption or incident, 
and it was finally completed and accepted March 7, 1884. It was not damaged by the 
high water of 1884, although some work was required to prevent sloughing. It is 
now in good condition. 

^ATCHAVAXATA FROITI (ATCHAFALATA RIVBB TO RBD EIVSR LANDING.) 

** Some trouble was experienced with the contractor on this levee, he refusing to 
fill out certain shortages in the embankment. Finallv he did the necessary work, 
and the levee was completed, and accepted December 31, 1883. With the exception 
of two sloughinff places, the levee is in good condition. It is proposed to repair 
these two places l>y hired labor, the work being too small to do by contract. 

*' HOG POINT TO RACCOURCI (OLD RIVXR). 

" This levee was completed under contract prior to October 31, 1883. It is in 
good condition and requires no work* 
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''RACCOURCI CREVASBB. 

" The levee was completed under contract prior to October 31, 1683, bnt daring 
the high water of 1884 it showed signs of weakness, and reqaired considerable work. 
A bad craytish hole has developed, and it has proposed to cat this oat, and make 
•nch other repairs as may seem necessary, by hired labor. 

"stkwabt's crbvabsb. 

** The levee was completed ander contract prior to October 31, 1883. It is in 
good condition and requires no work. 

''POINT COUPBE CRBVABSB. 

'' This levee was completed nnder contract prior u> October 31, 1883. A certain 
portion of the embankment across the bed of an old lake had been sinking. When 
the levee was received the sinking had apparently ceased, bat npon the decline of the 
river after the high water of 188:) it recommenced, and in Febrnarv, 1884, it was 
found necessary to do some addi^Jonal work at this point to keep the levee np to 
ffrade; 13.4 cubic yards of earth were placed on the embankment, and up to date no 
farther settling has taken place. 



« 



SDRVBT OF UNLBVBBD FRONTS. 



"A party nnder the charge of an assistant engineer was sent into the field in the 
latter part of November, l'e83, to survey a line from Black Hawk Landing to Bed 
River. The pro^^ress of the party was nnusaally slow, and the work was uot oom* 
pleted until late in Jan nary, 1884. A preliminary line for a levee was snrveyed and 
staked off for a distance of about 17 miles. The results of the survey indicate that 
ft line of levee can be built with less cubical contents, and consequent cost, than bad 
previously been supposed. 

"CUT-OFF AT kino's POINT. 

" On May 11, 1884, the river made a new channel for itself across the above point. 
The cut-off is located on the Tensas front, about 4 mites below the town of Water- 
proof, and half a mile above L' Argent Landing, and shortens the river distance be- 
tween those points about 12 miles. A ditch was cot across the point about the year 
1855, and »t every high water since that time the river flowed across the point through 
this ditch. The first indications of the river cutting its way through were observed 
on May 7 and 8, when the banks on both sides comm*'nced caving rapidly, and by 
May 11 the cut-off was made. The ditch before the cut-off is said to have been about 
50 feet in width by 20 feet deep. It is bow the main channel of the river. The fol- 
lowing table of gauge records shows the effect of the cut-off on the river at Kempe 
Levee, 10 miles above; at Waterproof, 4 miles above; and at Natchez, 21^ miles below. 
It is to be regretted that no gauge record is attainable at any point nearer to the foot 
of the cut-off than Natchez. The river was nearly stationary Just before the cut-off. 

Gauge records. 



Date. 


Kempe leTee. 


Waterproof, 


Natohes. 
KiaalaaippL 


1884. 
May 7 


5.25 
t».21 
5.85 
6.21 
5.05 
4.95 
4.75 
4.55 
4.40 
4.10 

•4.05 
410 
8.85 
8.75 
&75 
8.55 

«8.60 




44.80 


8 




44.90 


9 




44.85 


10 




44.85 


11 




44.90 


12 


8 in fall 
2 Infan 
21 In fall 
2|uifall 
2 infaU 
Ml in faU 
24infkli 
l{ in fall 
ll In faU 
U in fiill 
1 Infill 
*i in fall 


44.85 


13 


45.00 


14 


45.06 


15 


45.10 


16 


45.10 


17 

18 


•45.10 
46.16 


19 


45.15 


20 


45.10 


21 


45.10 


22 


46.06 


23 


•45. 10 







* Heavy rain on May 17 and 28. 
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" It 18 greatly to be feared that the already rapid caving in the Kempe Bend will be 
accelerated, though the i9ood-line will be lowered. The last practicable line of levee 
has been built between the river and Lake Saint John at Gibaon's Landing, below the 
cat-off. It is highly probable that one of the results of the cut-off will be to destroy 
this levee, in which case a long line of embankment will have to be bnilt on the 
west bank of Lake Saint John, as has been done at Lake Concordia. The grade of 
the United States LaJce Concordia Levee will have to be raised, as even before the 
cut-off the 6ood of Ic^ proved it to be too low. 

"PROTECTION AND PRESERVATION OF LEYBBS, 8TATB AND UNITED STATES. DURING 

THE FLOOD OF 1884. 

"On March 20, 1884, authority was given to do work on both State and United 
States levees on the Tensas Front, with a view to prevent further breaks. The fol- 
lowing will give a general idea of the amount of work done : At Ashwood Levee 
(State), on Lake Palmyra, a great deal of work was done. From this point to Shipp's 
Bayou no work was done, as the levees were generally overtopped by the flood. 
Earth was boated long distances, and every effort made to hold Shipp's Bayou 
Levee (State). The report on Shipp'M Bayou to Hard Times Levee describes the work 
at that point. From Hard Times to Bondurant's no protection work was undertaken, 
as the country inside the levees was deeply inundated from the Hardscrabble break, 
and several of the levees were overtopped by the flood. Between Bondurant and 
Kenipe work was done on the Bruin's Bayou Levee and on the Lee Levee to prevent 
breaks. The work was successful, as no breaks iiccnrred on this stret>ch. The hist'Ory 
of the protection work at the United States Kempe Levee is given in the detailed re- 
port on that levee. 

"Considerable work was done on State levees between Kempe and Lake Concordia, 
principally upon the L' Argent Levee. It showed great signs of weakness, and being 
composed of sand was wasbe<l badly by the waves. It was revetted and strengthened 
with lumber and sacks. Constant work alone saved this levee. The protection work 
on Lake Concordia is civen in the report on that levee. From Lake Conconlia to 
Bed River work was done on State levees and on United States Green's to Fair- 
view Levee at various points. On the Henderson -Ash ley Levee (State) considerable 
work was done raising the embankment, which would have been overtopped by the 
flood. 

"On March 26 the steamboat H. J. Dickey was chartered for the purpose of dis- 
tribnting material for the protection of the levees. She was loaded with 120,000 feet 
of lumber, 50,000 empty sacks, 120 wheelbarrows, and the same number of shovels. 
An assistant engineer was placed in charge, with directions to distribute material at 
threatened points between Point Coupee Levee and the head o/ the district. 

"The limits of the protection were extended down-stream, first to a point 50 milea 
below Red River, and afterwards t.o the town of Plaqueiuine. Additional allotments 
of funds were made from time to time by the ComuiisHion for the purpose of protec- 
tion. Assistant engineers were sent out and given charge of special districts. The 
work necessary for the protection of levees was done nnder their direction. It was 
at first expected that if the United States furnished the material the inhabitanta 
would gladly furnish the laltor, but in almost every case the Government both fur- 
nished the material and paid the labor. The Dickey distributed mat-erial from the 
head of Profit Island to Lehman's Store at the upper end of Green's to Fairview 
Levee. From the head of the Atchafalaya 1o Hog Point work was done at various 
points to prevent wash of waves and sloughing of embankment on the United States 
Levee. From Hog Point to Willianisport, on Ruccourci Old River, no work was neces- 
sary, as the new United States levee was in good condition. From Williamsport 
around Racconrci Old River, and thence to Morganza, a great deal of work was done 
on State levees, which were badly riddled by cray-fish, lacking in crown, cross-section, 
and height. The United States Racoourei Levee in this btretch required a run-around 
to be built on account of a bad cray-fish hole. 

"The new Bonrgeois Levee (State) required a great deal of work, raising, reveting, 
and strengthening on the rear slope. The Ahren Levee (State), just above Morganza, 
required considerable work of the same kind. This stretch required addititmalwork 
in June, when an additional rise out of the Red River again put the Mississippi up to 
dangerous height. Two crevasses occurred between Williamsport and the United 
States Raccourci Levee before the Govoniuient commenced work. From Morganza to 
Point Coupee Landing work was done on State levees, raising, revetting, and 
strengthening. The O'Malley Levee (State), immediately below Point Coupee Land- 
ing, bad to be raised and revetted, and the rear slope being very soft, required con- 
stant watching. The United Statute Point Coupee Levee, commonly known as 
''Scott," remained in splendid condition, except at two points where some work was 
necessary to prevent slonghing. From Point Coupee to Waterloo the State levees 
required' raising, roveting, and strengthening, which was done. At the Waterloo 
Crevasse considerable work was done U} prevent further enlargement of the crevanse 
by protecting the ends of the levee. From Waterloo to Hermitage work was required 
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on the Grand Bay Levee in April, and asain in Jane, as it was in a very thieatening 
condition. From Hermitage to the heaa of Profit Island the State levees were in a 
dangerous condition and required considerable work in April and again in June, 
In the latter month a crevasse occurred just below Hermitage, but it was closed, 
the United States furnishing the material. When the protection work was extend- 
ed to Piaqnemine an assistant engineer was sent out to attend to any work that 
might be necessary. This was in the latter part of April, and at that time the river 
had fallen so that no work was necessary. In June, however, when the river again 
rose, some work was done. As indicating the amount of woric done it may be stated 
that over 275,000 feet of lumber and 100,000 sacks were used on protection work only. 
In addition to actual labor on some of the levees, watchmen were put on day and 
night to give timely notice of any danger, and to prevent malicions persons from 
cutting the levees. The work accomplished has been of the greatest benefit, for with- 
out it the number of crevasses would undoubtedly have been greatly increased, and 
the cost of new levees to close them far exceeded the cost of the protection work. 

"SURVEYS. 

''The usual monthly estimates have been taken up for payment of contractors. 
Surveys of the actual condition of Shipp's Bayou to Hard Times, Hardscrabble and 
Bonddrant, and Kempe levees, at the time of the annulments of the contracts, have 
been made. Work necessary for the closnre of breaks in United States levees has 
been staked ont in the field. 

Gauge records from March 7 to April 17, 1884. 



Date. 


Vicka- 
burg. 


Saint 
Joaeph. 


batches. 


Bed 

River 

Landiog. 


Baton 
Boaga. 

1 


New 
Orleans. 


March 7 


45.40 
45.65 


42.25 
42.45 
42.65 
42.65 
42.65 
42.90 
42.90 
48.00 
48.00 
43.00 
43.00 
4a 35 
48.80 
44.66 
44.36 
44.40 
44.63 
44.90 
44 86 
44.84 
44.70 
44.52 
44.40 
44.81 

44.81 
44.19 
44.08 
43.88 
43.71 
48.58 
43.40 
48.40 
48 30 
48.10 
42.90 
42.75 
42.60 
42.50 
42.40 
42.30 
4^20 




42.36 
43.00 
43.30 
48.70 
44.00 
44.80 
44.50 
44.70 
44.80 
44.80 
44.80 
45.40 
45.60 
45.80 
46.05 
46.35 
46.66 
46.90 
47.00 
47.10 
47.16 
47.25 
47.30 
47.80 
47.30 
47.25 
47.20 
47.10 
47.00 
47.05 
47.05 
46.86 
47.76 
46.56 
46.40 
46.25 
46.20 
46.05 
45.90 
45.80 
45.75 
45.66 






Mftreh 8 


44.60 
44.60 
44.65 
44.75 
45.10 
45.10 
45. 15 
46l25 


33.50 
83.50 
88.60 
38.90 
34.40 
34.70 
84.90 
84.96 
34.70 
34.50 
35.30 
35.28 
35.90 
35.50 
35.70 
85.90 
36.20 
86.00 
3&95 
36.00 
36.00 
36.10 
36.10 
36.02 
35.90 
85.80 
85.75 
3&70 
85.66 
35.70 
35.45 
3.V30 
85^20 
8&03 
34.95 
34.95 
34 80 
34.60 
34.55 
34.40 
84.35 


4t 


March 




March 10 


45.75 
45.80 
45.80 
45.05 
45.95 
45.95 
45.06 
46.00 
46.50 
47.10 
47.85 
4&40 
48.90 
4&85 
48.85 
49.00 
48.80 
4a 70 
48.55 
48.40 
4&25 
48.00 
47.75 
47.65 
47.80 
47.10 
46.90 
46.75 
46.55 
46.40 
46.20 
46.00 
45.80 
45.70 
45.60 
45.50 
45.50 
45i50 
45.85 


0l66 


March 11 


0.90 


March 12 


46 


March 13 


0.14 


March 14 


0.08 


March 15 


OlOB 


Varnh 18 


0.29 


March 17 


......... 

45.30 
45.80 
46.10 
46.46 
46.85 
46.05 
47.25 
47.40 
47.40 
47.40 
47.80 
47.25 
47.20 
47.15 
47.10 
47.00 
46.90 
46.70 
46.60 
46.50 
46.45 
46 80 
46ul5 
4&90 
46.76 
4.S.65 
45.46 
46 88 
4&2S 
46.25 
45.10 
45.00 


0.20 


March 18 


0.00 


Manh 19 


0.66 


March 20 


17 


March 21 


0.06 


March 22 


06 


March 23 


0.00 


March24 


0.00 


March 26 


0.66 


March 26 


0. 17 


March 27 


0.17 


March 28 


0.25 


March 2B . .............................. 


0.25 


March 30 


0.25 


March 31 


0l43 


Anril 1 


0.60 


Anril 2 


0.50 


Anril 3 


0.66 


Anril 4 


0.68 


▲ dHI 5 1 


0.62 


AurU 6 


0.42 


Aorll 7 


0.66 


Aoril 8 


LOS 


Anril 




AorillO 


1.00 


Anril 11 


L17 


Anril 12 


1.08 


ADrillS 


L09 


Ai.rilU 


LOS 


AvrillS 


1.17 


Anril 16 


1.25 


ADriin 


L32 







REMARKS. 

Crevaaae at Davis Plantation, right bank, aliont 22 miles above New Orleans. 

Crevasse at Morgansa, right bank, between Red River Landing and Baton Ronga. 

Crvvasse at Belle Air or Malatio Puint, above Baton Ronge. 

Crevasi«e at Point Pleasant, Buck Rtdge, Shipp's Bayou to Hard Times, Xjower Hard Times, and 
Bondarant*s, between Vickshanc and Saint Joseph ; at Kempe and Lake Concordia, between Saint 
Joseph and Natches ; at fiatchelor's, on Racconrci, Old River, between Red River Landing and Baton 
Rouge. 

Crovaase at Waterloo, between Red River Landing and Baton Rouge. 

Cxevaaae at Lacour'a, on Raooouroi; Old River, between Red River Landing and Baton Rouge. 
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Extreme high-water readivffB on gauges. 

(On some of these gauges the water was a little higher than here giren, the last oolnmn being taken 

from the daily reports.) 



Ganges. 


1802. 


1874. 


1882. 1 1883. 


1884. 




Beading. 


Beading. 


Date. 
Mar. 20, 21 


Beading. Date. 


Beading. 


Date. Beading. 


YlokBbnrg ! 51.00 

flftlnt Jusoiih f- 


45.70 


48.75 Apr. 7 
44.50 , 


48.78 


1 
Mar. 25! 
Mar. 241 
Mar. 24-28, 
Mar.20-Sl' 
Mar. 24 
Mar. 18, 
28»24. 


40.80 
44.00 


Natobei.:. 

Bed River Landing 
Baton Ronee 


50.80 


'""'45.58 

47.00 

90.15 

0.00 


Mar.28,29 
Mar. 27 
Mar. 20 


47.75 : Apr. 7 
48 50 Apr. 9 
85.05 


44.00 

45.20 

35.08 

0.00 


47.40 
47.80 




88 M 


YfMT Orleans* .... 




0.42 , 


8.00 










\ 

1 
1 





* Below high water of 1874. Low water of 1872 = 10.07 on New Oileans gauge. 

''The above table of gauge records during the flood of 1884 has been compiled and 
is of interest. The almost imperceptible efl'ect of crevasses on the gauges is a very 
marked feature. It will be noted that notwithstanding over sixty crevasses, large 
and small, between Vioksbnrg and Natchez, the gauge at the latter point rose wi%i 
great regularity to maximum high water, and then fell with equal regularity. This 
may be accounted for by an extraordinary local rainfall over the Big Black Basin, 
which drains into the Mississippi, principally between the above points. From March 
17 to 23 the measured rainfall at Vicksburg was 4.19 inches, and it is claimed that an 
eonal amount fell at Baton Rouge, being general throughout the Big Black Baaia. 
Tne area of this basin is, according to Humphreys and Abbott, 7,260 square miles. A 
rough computation, based on the foregoing figures, gives 67,000,000,000 cubic feet of 
water, less Idss by evaporation, absorption, dc^c, emptied into the Mississippi below 
Vickabnrg on the crest of an extreme flood. Whenever these ciroumstanoes recur, tha 
result, so far as existing levees are concerned, can readily be surmised. 

'*In concluding, I would express my obligations to the various assistants which yon 
have assigned to me from time to time, and to the clerical force on those levees being 
bnilt by hired labor, for the energy and industry shown in the discharge of their da- 
ilea. 

'' Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

"H. 8. DOUGLAS, 
'* Jsmtoaf Engimeer, 

''Maj. Amos Stickney, 

*< Cwpe of Engineers, U. 8. A." 

MOKBY STATEMEKT. 



Allotted 

Drawn 

Ko» drawn 

On hand aaidatant treasnrer, Kew Orleans, September 80, 1884 

In hand* of aasietante 

Bzpended to September 30, 1884 

Bataace Oetober 81, 1888 

Balance doe fh»m appropriation October 81, 1888 

Beceived since 

Xxpended since October 31, 1888 

Baumoe on hand September SO, 1884 « 

Total allotments , 

Total expenditures 



-^*Ste??*^' iTensasFwai. 



Front. 



$140, 000 00 

134,000 00 

18,000 00 

7,001 00 



128,806 40 



2.047 22 

84.000 00 

28.001 18 
7,001 00 

140,000 00 
126,908 40 



$537,100 00 

447, 100 00 

00,000 00 

2,778 87 

200 00 

444,180 08 

174,828 10 



21,000 00 

102,608 81 

2,078 17 

637,100 00 

444,180 08 



CMPROVSMENT OF MISSISSIPPI BIVER AT NATCHEZ AND VIDALIA, MISSISSIPPI AND 

LOUISIANA. 

No work has been dose during the past year, ending October 1, 1884, there being 
no funds allotted, and the amount expended from the small balance on hand has been 
Ibr payment of watchmen in care of engineer property and expenses of survey party 
and office work. Informatioa having reaehed tnia oiBea during the latter part cf 

H, Ex. 64 19^ 
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Marcli that a cnt-off was threatened at Cowpens Bend, an assiatant engineer waa 
■ent to investigate the matter, and reported from information received on Uie ground^ 
the river at the time being at too high a st«ge to permit of a close examination, 
that the banks along Cowpens Bend and below Bullitt's Bayon were caving consider- 
ably, but the current across the bend indicated no greater velocity at any one point 
than another, and that he conld see no immediate danger. On the 25th of Jane, 
the river having receded within its banks, instructions were given for a survey to 
ascertain the changes in the bends, and establish points of reference to determine 
fhtnre changes. This survey, compared with the Commission's survey of Febru- 
ary, 1883, shows that a very considerable caving has taken place at Palo Alto Point, 
above Vidalia, permittiujg the current to strike lower down in the Natchez Bend, 
and considerable caving m Giles Bend, and very much more in Marengo Bend, below 
Bullitt's Bayou. The most dangerous feature of these changes is the wearing off of 
Palo Alto Point and general dropping down of the bend. In letter of Septeniber 17, 
1884, to the president of the Commission it was recommended that as soon as funds 
were available the erosion of the point should be checked by the construction of two 
spur- dikes above the point; work of protection to be afterwards extended up the 
bend and in Giles Bena, based on the experience gained b^ the first two dikes, which 
it is believed will hold the point. These two spur-dikes, it is estimated, can be oon- 
atmcted for $30,000. Spurs for the protection or the banks around the bends can prob- 
ablv be constrncted for $10,000 each, and if this system proves as successful as is hoped, 
each spur will protect an average of about 1,000 feet of bank. In some parts of the 
bends the intervals between spurs would of course be less, depending upon the cnrvi^ 
ture. The length of bank to be protected is about 16,000 feet in Giles Bend, and about 
39,000 feet in Marengo Bend, a total of 55,000 feet, which, at $10 per foot, would re- 
quire an expenditure of $550,000. To this must be added the cost of plan t, which from 
the experience of New. Orleans Harbor would be about $50,000, making a total of 
$600,000. If it should be found necessary to cover the banks with mattress work, the 
cost of $18 per linear foot, as originally estimated by Major Benyaurd, is not excessive. 
The spur system is worth trying, and the plant necessary would be entirely suitable 
for the mattress system if it were necessary to change. 

Approximate estimate of the cost of the work for the protection of the banks above 
Natches and Vidalia, $600,000. 

MONKT STATEMENT. 

Transfer, September 9, 1882 $7,529 09 

On hand, assistant treasurer. New Orleans, September 30, 1884 2, 672 92 

Expended since September 9, 1882 4,656 17 

Balance October 31, 1883 5,331 42 

Expended since 2,658 50 

Balance on hand September 30, 1884 2,672 92 

Total appropriated 90,000 00 

Total expended 87,327 0» 

MOUTH OF RED RIVER, LOUISIANA. 

The survey of the vicinity of the mouth of Red River, which was in progress at 
date of last annual report, was continued till January 23, 1884, when the party waa 
withdrawn from the field. 

The details of the work are given in report of Assistant Engineer A. O. Wilson, 
and copies of the maps have been forwarded to the secretary of the Commission. 

A pr(»ject for the rectification of the mouth of Red River and the Atcha&laya 
River was submitted to the Commission December 15, 1883, as follows : 

''project for the recti vication of the atchafalata river and mouth ov 

red river. 

" United States EnoinIber Office, 

'*Xew Orleans^ La,, December 15, 1883. 

'' Sir : I have the honor to present for the consideration of the Commission a pro* 
•ot for the rectification of the Atohafalaya River and mouth of Red River. 

"This problem is one that has engaged the attention of many engineers, and while 
a nnmber of plans for its solution have been proposed none has ever been definitely 
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adopted as meeting all the reqairements of the case, or Batisfaotorily overcoming aU 
of the diffionlties. 

** Before disonssing any plan for improvement it is well to briefly state the condi- 
tion of the river in this vicinity and the main, points to be considered in any plan for 
BO changing these conditions as to permanently overcome all the difficulties. 

''The Mississippi River in approaching the month of Old River from above has its 
deep-water channel near the right bank until it arrives within less than a mile of Old 
River ; the channel then crosses quite abruptly to the left bank, which it follows nntil 
it has passed Old R*ver, when it again returns to the right bank. 

''Between the points of its leaving and returning to the riffht bank lie the Angola 
Bar and the mouth of Old River. The first crossing with the consequent bar for- 
mation below it is caused partly by the progressive caving of the right bank, as shown 
at 'A' on the map, but probably also to a great extent by the deposit of sediment con- 
sequent upon the escape of water through Old River, and over the banks. As this bar 
occurs in the concave side of a bend of the river, it would seem as if it miffht be en- 
tirely removed by a proper directing of the current and regularlzation or the bend 
shore, and this without danger of reformation if the deposit caused by escaping water 
was stopped by confining the water. This bar at times is an impediment to naviga- 
tion and must have some influence in retarding the passage of floods. 

" The oscillations of the water surface at Red River Landing are between the low 
water of 1872, which is on the j^auge, and the flood height of 1882, which is 48.50 on 
the gause. Owing to the variation of the relative levels of the Mississippi and Red 
rivers, tne water at times passes, from the former towards the Atchafalaya through 
Old River, sometimes in large quantities, at other times the direction of current is re- 
versed ; but each year the flow increases in amount from the Mississippi, and for 
longer periods of time, caused by the enlargement of the Atchafalaya. The difficul- 
ties of the present situation, then, as far as the Mississippi River is concerned, may be 
briefly stated to be the Angola Bar, and the deflection of the water of the river in ever- 
increasing quantitiea down the Atchafalaya, and we might imagine that in a sufficient 
number of years the bar would grow up to be the left bank of the river, and the Atcha- 
falaya would become the Mississippi. 

" Red River after passing Alexandria flows through a channel which has the higb 
land of the Point Maigre Hills on the left and the low ground of the Lamonrie swamps, 
on the right, until it reaches the high ground of the Avoyelles prairies on its rignt 
bank. Tben for a distance of about 9 miles of its course the river flows in a vaUey 
between hills which has an average width of about 2 miles. It then turns sharply to- 
the riffbt, and for 10 miles more has the high ground on its right. At this point, near- 
Ware^ Landing, the river turns sharply to the left ; leaves tne^igh ground, and be- 
ing joined about 33 miles farther down by the Black, continues till it arrives at its 
old month, in an old bend of the Mississippi River, at a distance of about 9 miles f^m. 
the latter river. At this point the water has two channels which it may follow, one 
being to the left of what is now known as Turnbuirs Island and called Upper Old 
River, the other to the right of the island and called Lower Old River. 

"At high stages the water flows both ways; but the upper channel is filling up, and 
at low water none passes in. The water of the Red passing down Lower Old River 
reaches the head of the Atchafalaya about 3 miles below the head of TumbnU'a 
Island ; and here again there are two channels, the Atchafalaya, which receives tho 
greater part of the Red, sometimes all, and the continuation of Lower Old River^ 
which at times carries a part of the Red to the Mississippi, a distance of 6 miles, and 
sometimes brings water rrom the Mississippi to the Atchafalaya. 

"The right bank of the Red, from Alexandria to a iK>int near the Avoyelles Prairies, 
is leveed ; below that point there are no levees. 

"Near this high ground on the right bank a small stream called Choctaw Bayon 
Joins the Red, draining the Lamourie Swamps into the Red when the latter is low, but 
in floo<l HeasoD taking water from the Red and discharging it into Pearl Lake, from 
which it escapes southward through bayous and over the Tow land. Black River, en- 
tering the Red from the north, brings in its valley in time of flood, besides its own 
drainage water, all of the water that escapes from the Mississippi over its right bank as 
far north as the Arkansas River, with the exception of that wnich returns to theMis- 
sissippiat certain points. Tbe length of Red River from Alexandria to the Atchafalaya 
is about one hundred and ten milen. The high water of 1882 at Alexandria was 77.8 feet 
above the zero of the Barbres Lauding gauge at the head of the Atchafalaya. The same 
high water at the latter point was 50.28 feet above the same zero. The high-water slope 
then was 27.52 feet, or about .25 foot per mile. The low water of 1881 at Alexandria 
was 39.25 feet above the Barbre's Landing zero. The low water of 1881 at the latter 
place was 1.2 feet below that zero. Tbe low- water slope then was 40.45 feet, or about 
.368 foot per mile. In 1881 the water was the lowest and in 1882 thehighest ever known. 
Owing to tbe variations in tbe relative levels of the water in the Mississippi and 
the Red, the slope of the lower part of the Red is subject to violent changes. When 
the Red is at a comparatively low stage the surface at the head of the Atchafalaya 
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may yary as maoli as 12 or 14 feet, and at all stages its surface level depends greatly 
upon the condition of the Mississippi. The consequence of this is that at times 
the discharge area of the lower portion, increased bv the backing up of the Missis- 
sippi, is much sreater than at points above, the velocity is sharply checked, and a 
deposition of sediment must result. This deposition is probably most marked in the 
vicinity of the mouth of Black River, for up to that point the river is considerably 
deeper and wider than above. When the Mississippi falls, the slope of lower Red 
River is increased very considerably, the velocity is greater, and the deposit begins to 
cut out. Sometimes this increase of slope is so rapid that the cutting out of the de- 

Kmit does not keep pace with it, and then we have the curious condition noted in 
ajor Benyanrd's annual report for 1882 ; that is, a slope of only .037 foot to the mile 
below Black River, and a slope of .8 foot to the mile for the first 8 miles above Black 
River, the latter slope creating such velocity of current that steamboats could only 
stem it by using lines fastened to the shore. An examination of the level notes of 
M^jor BenyanriTs survey, however, discloses a much greater slope in the first 2 miles 
above Black River, viz, 2.12 feet to the mile, and as the width of cross-section in 
these 2 miles varied IVom 200 to 900 feet, it is probable that at some points a consid- 
erably greater slope obtained. In the flood of lt562 the total discharge of Red River 
escapedover its south bank, the lower end of the river beiiig filled with Mississippi 
crevasse water. The present difficulties, then, of lower Red River are a continual and 
sometimes rapid aud considerable change of slope and sufficient outlet for its floods, 
the latter caused by its lower channel being filled with Mississippi crevasse water. 

"Lower Old River, the connecting link between the Mississippi and the Atcha- 
falaya and Red, being an old channel of the Mississippi, has a high-water width 
equal to the Mississippi for most of its length, and fW>m the Head of Tumbull Isl- 
and to the foot has the form of a flattened 8* From the foot of the island to the 
Mississippi, a distance of about 1 mile, the channel is nearly straight, with a high- 
water width of about 600 feet, the remainder of the Old River channel having silted 
tip. Although at times the current through Old River is quite rapid, sometimes in 
one direction and sometimes in the other, it is often sluggish, and this may ocont 
whether the Mississippi is hi^h or low. Wh«n the Mississippi water, above ths 
low stage, enters Old River highly charged with sediment, it immediately loses a 
great part of its velocity, and dn>ps a large part of its sediment at the mouth. As 
the water advances beyond the foot of Turnbull Island it spreads out into the wide 
channel, loses more velocity, and drops more sediment. If the Mississippi is high 
enough, it spreads over Turnbull Island, dropping most of its sediment near the 
banks. The island is then a large bowl, whose nm constantly grows higher, and a con- 
siderable part, of the flood water remains after the flood subsides, forming ponds which 
contain water at all times. As the low-water season advances, and the rivers fall, 
Old River drops into a low-water channel. The deposit at the month comes up so 
near the low-wat«r surface that boats catinot pass unless a channel has been dredged 
throngh. The water from the Mississippi passing through the straight reach hugs 
the island shore, which is the concave side of the bend, for about two miles, when it 
crosses to the other shore, which then becomes the concave side. The low land lying 
between the high banks, and which forms the low-water bank on one side, like au 
banks which are overflowed by sedimentary streams, slopes down fh>m the channel. 
These low lands, then, have ponds of standing water after the stream has dropped 
below its low- water banks. The current through Old River makes a well-denned 
low-water channel, less marked at the crossing, and scours out a oonsiderable part 
of the high-water deposit. As the water in the river falls, the water in the ponds im 
either side percolates throngh the soil and drains into the river. If the river falls 
slowly it sustains its banks while this draining is in progress, but if it falls rapidly, 
the drainage water comes under greater head, and the substrata of the banks being 
converted into a semi-liquid material, and being unsupported by pressure from the 
river, is squeezed out into the river by the weight of the superincumbent earth. 
This action is so decided in this vicinity as to entirely dam up the river for hundreds 
of feet when the conditions are favorable for it, as they were this year. 

** The present difficulties in Old River, then, are the bar at the month, the sliding 
hanks, and the insufficient low-water channel depth at the crossing. 

'*The Atchafalaya River, previous to about 1846, was so blocked up with raft ma^ 
terial that comparatively little water passed down its channel, and tno banks below 
Simmsport were never overflowed except firom backwater. The State of Lonisiaiia 
undertook the work of removing the raft to make a navigable channel through. From 
the time that the channel was cleared the river has been steadily enlarging. As the 
river began to carry the flood-waters of Red River and crevasse water utim the Mis- 
sissippi, its flood surface gradually became higher and higher. At first small leTees 
were built to protect the adjacent country ; then larger ones, and finally levee bnild- 
ing was given up in despair, and the plantations below a point abont 21 miles on the 
east bank and 30 on the west bank fhmi the head of the Atchafalaya, were abandoned. 

*'This enlargement of the Atchafalaya is still in progress. In the flood of 1882 the 
apper part of the river carried nearly one and one-half times the entire flood die- 
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QUarge of Bed River, estimating the latter at :^00,000 feet per second ; since that time 
the cro8»-8eotion has sUll furlher enlarged both in 'width and depth. In low water, 
owing to the great depth, the slope and velocity are exceedingly small, and the ez» 
treme low -water surface at the head of the river is but 1.86 feet above Galf level. 
The only obstructions to low- water navigation are nameroufi snags and remains of raft. 
In flood the slope of the npper part of the river is qaite sharp, in 18d2 being .6 feet to 
the mile at the head. Owing to the ragged nat ure of the banks and bottom, caused by 
the immense and irregular caving and the sharp bends, the river in flood is full of 
whirlpools and eddies and sudden changes of direction of current. These not only 
make navigation extremely dangerous, but diminish the capacity of the channel for 
discharge. The difficulties to contend with iu this river, then, are its constant and 
rapid eulargenient threatening to take a large quantity of the Mississippi River and 
devastating the country below by its enormous overflows, the lower river being unequal 
to the discharge, dangerous high-water navigation, and snag obstructed low-water 
navigation. 

''The latt<er difficulty, however, is not a part of the problem before ns, except Ib 
snch plans as contemplate the passage of that part of the river by the commerce of the 
Bed^ Black, and Ouachita. 

" Having thus briefly stated the situation and noted the principal features of the 
problem to be solved, I will note the different plans that have been proposed for its 
solution, without entering into any extended discussion of them at this time. But 
beibre proceeding further it is proper to note another feature of the case, which in 
former years was a very prominent one. It is the drainage of the crevasse water 
escaping from the Mississippi in floods all along its right bank from the Arkansas to 
the Ked. la 1882 the maximum escape was estimatea to be 500,000 cubic feet per 
second. 

"It entirely filled the Atchafalaya; sent 300.000 feet over country between the 
MissiHsippiand Bayou BoQuf, and returned about 100,000 feet to the Mississippi through 
Old River. The average of this water, which in previous years was a matter of vast 
importance, is rapidly dropping out of the problem, and in the next year will proba- 
bly be almost insignificant by reason of the leveeing of the entire Mississippi Front 
from the Arkansas to the Red. 

"The following plans have been proposed: 

"(1) To close the Atchafalaya, turning the whole of the Red River with its floods 
into the Mississippi, and making a connection with the Atchafalaya for its commerce 
by canal and Iock at Plaquemine. 

"(2) To separate the Red and Atchafalaya by a low- water dam, turning Red River 
down npper Old River. This would also necessitate a canal and locks at Plaque* 
mine. 

" (3) Close the mouth of Old River, thus making the Atchafalaya a continuation 
of the Redj opening communication from the Mississippi b^ canal and lock at Plaque- 
mine. This plan also contemplates, I believe, the building of a levee fh>m Black 
Hawk to Red River, so as to leave no opening. 

"(4) Leaving the rivers as they are and opening a low-water oonunonioation by 
oanal and lock at Plaqnemine. 

" (5) Making a cut from Red River near the mouth of Bayou Cocodrie, about 15 
miles above Barbre's Landing, to the Mississippi near Black Hawk, with either a high 
or low-water dam across the Ked below the cut. 

" (6) To leave the rivers as they are, and make a low- water connection between the 
Mississippi and Red by means of a canal and lock at Black Hawk. 

" The first plan has been rejected by the Commission as being too dangerous in 
pouring the floods of the Red into the Mississippi when the latter was at flood height. 

" The second plan while necessitating the costly construction of canal and lock at 
Plaqnemine for the commerce of the Atchafalaya, would leave the lower part of the 
Red subject to even greater variations of slope from the backing up of the Missis- 
sippi than is now the case, and would not prevent the loss of water from the Missis- 
sippi down the Atchafalaya. 

" The third plan would change the route of commerce for the Red, Black, and Oua- 
ehita, would necessitate considerable improvement in the Atchafalaya, and would, 
probably, be the most costly. 

** The fourth plan would not prevent the loss of water from the Mississippi down 
the Atchafalaya. 

" The fifth plan would not prevent the loss of water from the Mississippi down the 
Atchafalaya, and, as stated iu M%]or Benyaurd*s report, would make an uncertain con- 
nection between the Mississippi and the Red, besides necessitating the Plaquemine 
look and canal for connection with the Atchafalaya. 

'' The sixth plan is subject to the same objections as the fifth, except that the con- 
nection between the Mississippi and Red would not be uncertain. 

" The plan that I have to present is as follows : 

" Divide Red River at the bead of Tumbull Island, one branch to be called Red 
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Blver, to b« oondnoted thiongh upper Old Hirer to the Hluiulppi ; the other branoh 
to be oalled the Atcbafalaja, to be oondncted down lower Old Kiver into theAt«li>- 
falaya. Eaehof tli«»e brftnchM to lukve an extreme low-watet autfaoe width of 400 
feet, bottom width of %fO feet, aide slope of 1 on 10, deptii of 4 feet. As thia is to 




JMtigramJfo. 1, ikovimt tit infiow and ouffioy) itf Ikt flood o/ lOfO. 

ooTTMpond to the loweat water knowo In the HiMlaslppl and the Hed, and aappoaing 
them to be coincident, there would be bat very few days, and only at intervals tf 
Tears, when the depth wonld not be ffreater. The low-water snrraoe at the head of 
TombnirB Island to be 10 feet above the low-water earface of the Misaiaalpni at tha 
month. This wonld give a slope of 10 feet In 9 miles thronEh npper Old River, In 
the estreme case ot low water, and woald elve a velocity of 2.1874 feet pet Booond, 
or 1.49 milee per honr; the low-water slope down the AUihafalayat«beSfeet to tb> 
mile, and the bottom of the river to be broaght parallel to this snrface. Thia 
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wonld giro • Telocity of 2.64 feet per aeoond or 1.73 milea per bom. 1 wonld propoM 
to bring tbe bottom of the Atobafalaya up to this grade b; (be procem of silting up, 
to be kccomplished by the ooDstrnotion of anbrnerged dama of brusb and atoae, which 
iroald be placed at intervals of aboat 1 mile, the ailting between tbe dams U 



Diagram No. 3, ilotpiv tt« m 



it offload after imprsveaotl. 



depth, and oroai^ikes of piles to confine tbe channel. AaaaminK that Uie watoT in 
the Atohafalaya inigbt fall to 2.0 on Barbre's gangs, which ia .S foot lower than erer 
known and only 1.0 foot above Oulf level, tbe allowance being made to provide for 
tbe leaser flow into the Atcbafataya, tbe total low-water fall nom the head of Tnm- 
boll Island to the lower end of the improved ohanuel wonld be 13 feet, and wonld 
extend 6 miles ftom tbe bead of tbe ielaod to a point abont 3 miles beiow Barbre's 
Landing, which would be abont \\ miles above the begiDoing of tbe levee on Ui« 
right bank. Lower Old Biver I would oloae gradnallj', putlr by permeable dikea to 
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oanae deiM>6it^ the final closure to be by building a levee, if it should be found nec- 
essary. 

" ThiR plan is based upon the lereeing of the Tensas front, which now seems assured. 
Kow, let us apply the various conditions of the present state of affairs to this plan to 
see how far it will meet the requirements of the case. 

'' With regard to the Mississippi River, none of its water would pass down to the 
Atcbafalaya ordinarily, and at no time could it pass in very great quantity or for any 
extended period of time. As a consequence of this there would be no reason for the 
existence of the Angola Bar if the regular curvature of the bend of the river were 
compelled. 

'* With regard to Red River. The violent changes of its lower slope would be trans* 
ferred to upper Old River, and be limited to a confined regularized channel which 
would maintain itself. The building of the levees along the Tensas front, thus pre- 
venting the escape of any of the Mississippi River water, fortunately simplifies^ to a 
yery great extent, the matter of the disposition of the Red River floods. To give a 
clear understanding of the flood condition of the rivers under discussion, I would caU 
attention to the two preceding diagrams. No. 1 illustrates the overflow and outflow 
of the water in the vicinity of lower Red River during the flood of 1882, the highest 
ever known. No. 2 illustrates the same with the river improved upon the plan that 
I present and supposing the Tensas Front leveed: 

'f During the flood of 1882 it was estimated, upon surveys made under the direction 
of the Commission, that the maximum escape of water from the Mississippi River be- 
tween the Arkansas and the Red, after deducting the amount that returned to the 
Mississippi, was 500,000 cubic feet per second ; and calling the flood of tihe Red 200,000 
feet, it would be noted that 700,000 feet of water per second crossed the latitude of 
lower Red River west of the Mississippi ; of this amount more than 200,000 feet 
flowed over the right bank of the Red, west of Old River, none of Red River water 
making its appearance in the Atcbafalaya above a point about 3 or 4 miles below 
Barbr^s Landing ; 280,000 feet passed Jnto the channel of the Atcbafalaya at its head, 
and enough more passed over the right bank of Lower Old River to make a total of 
about 600,000 feet flowing past the latitude of Red River Landing west of the Missis- 
sippi. These figures are from Commission surveys. The remaining 100,000 feet of the 
inflow passed into the Mississippi through Lower Old River, Upper Old River, and 
across Tu mbuU Island and the country J ust north of Upper Old River. The discharge 
of the Mississippi at Red River Landing was about 1,600,000 feet. 

''After passing Red River Landing the escape from the Mlssissiippi through crevasses 
•n the rignt bank down to Point Coupee was 222,000 feet, whicn went to swell the 
flood of the Atcbafalaya Valley, making the total Atcbafalaya discharge 822,000 feet. 
With the Tensas front leveed, the 500,000 feet of crevasse water would be confined 
to the Mississippi channel ; there would then be but 200,000 feet for which outlet must be 

Srovided west of the Mississippi, supposing it inadmissible to discharge any of Red 
liver flood into the Missiissippi. Let us suppose a Mississippi flood to reach the flood 
height of 1882 at the mouth of Old River. This would be about 48.5 referred to 
Barbre'e Landing gauge, that gauge having its zero 3 feet above Red River Landing 

Sange, and the nood slope being about 3 feet from Old River to Red River Landing, 
ow, to prevent any water escaping from the Mississippi, or any passing into it, the 
water surface of the head of Turnbull Island must be 48.5 referred to the Barbre'a 
gauge, and the channel down the new Atcbafalaya must have sufficient capacity to 
carry 200,000 feet with the water surface at that height. A computation of the dis- 
charge through the new cross-section at what is known as section 4, near the head of 
the Atcbafalaya, and about the narrowest section, shows that the discharge will be 
200,000 feet witn the water surface at that point at an elevation of 48.15, which, 
would give a fall .35 foot firom the head of TumboU Island to section 4, which is 
ample slope for that part of the river as determined by computation at what is known 
as section 8, Old River (see map). 

"In the computation for section 4, the assumption is made that the slope will be 
at least equal to the flood slope of 1882. Athongh the surface at section 4 is to be 9 
feet lower than 1882, 1 think there can be no doubt that the slope will at least equal 
that of 1882, when we consider that the lower Atcbafalaya Valley is to carry only 
200,000 feet, while in 1882 it carried H22,000 feet. As a further proof of this I wiU 
cite the fact that whilst the flood surface of 1874 was 3.5 feet lower than the flood 
surface of 1882 at Barbre's Landing, it was about 7 feet lower at the mouth of Bayon 
Courtableau, 60 miles distance, as established by one of my assistants. The follow- 
ing computations are made to exhibit the discharge capacity of the Atohafiklaya 
Biver: 

* ^Atcbafalaya, section 4 (survey of 1861), Humphreys and Abbot's formula: Water ela* 
Tatfon, top of flood, 49.9, Barbre's gauge: A=43,i00: W = 1,038; P== 1,094: 8 a 
,00011364 = .6 per mile; V=6.76; Q=291|356. 
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"AflsiBtaDt EngiDeer £ wens' discharge measurements made at a point above section 4 
(March 31. l5«): A = 38,500; W = 1,030; V= 7,288; Q = 280,613. 

" Proposed Atchafalaya section 4, with submerged dam. Water elevation 48.15, Barbrea 
gauge: A = 33,7ti9; W = l,070; P = l,100; 8 = .0001 1364 = .6 per mile; Y=5.919f 
Q = 199,879. 

"The computation of the discharge through section 4 (survey of 1881) is based on 
the actual flood slope of 1882, as established by levels of H. W. Reynolds, under the 
diction of the Commission. This computed discharge is 3.8 per cent, greater than 
the actual measured maximum discharge as determined by Assistant Engineer Ewens 
at a section a short distance above. An examination of Mr. Ewens' notes shows that 
this section on ]>ecember 23, 1881, when the water was at the lowest stage at which 
a discharge was measured, was 3.5 per cent, greater than on March 31, 1882, the date 
of the maximum discharge. 

** It is almost certain, then, that section 4, only a short distance below it, suffered a 
similar decrease of area. The above oompnted discharge of section 4, decreased by 
3} per cent, of 280,600, would give 281,536 cubic f^t, showing that the computed dis^ 
charge at section 4 agrees very closely with the measured discharge. This, then, al- 
lows us to make the necessary comparison of the discbarge capacity of this section as 
it was in the flood of 1882, and as it would be with the proposed improvement. In 
the flood of 1882 it discharged 280,600 feet per second. With the proposed raising of 
the bottom and with water surface lowered nearly 2 feet, it would discharge 199,879 
feet, that is, the entire Red River flood. 

"As this section is shown iu the table in Mij^^^ Benyautd's annual report for 1882 
to have the smallest area of any of the sections in the flrst three miles of the Atcha- 
falaya, any other section would have a greater capacity for disohai^. 

'* The following is a computation of the slope at section 8, liOwerOld River, reqai> 
site for a discbarge of 200,000 feet, with bottom raised : 

"Section 8, Lower Old River (survey of 1883): Assumed water surface, 48.5, Bar- 
bre's gauge, with submerged dam. Assumed Q =200,000; A = 97,139; Y =2.0589; 
W=2,<I20; P = 2,935: Computed S = .000001596 =.0084 foot per mile. 

"The above comnuted slope of about .01 foot to the mile would consume only .025 
Ibot of the .% foot Detween elevation 48.5 at head of Turnbnll Island and 48.15 at sec- 
tion 4, leaving .325 foot slope for the half mile above section 4. As the average orosa- 
section width in this half mile is about 1,300 feet, the greater part of this slope would 
he utilized in overcoming the bend resistance. 

" It would then be seen that with a flood equal to that of 1882 the flood height at 
Barbres Landing would be reduced nearly 2 feet with the improved channel, and the 
flood height on the Lower Atchafalaya would probably be reduced to such an extent 
that only small levees would be required to prevent overflow. 

"As the theory upon which the Commission is proceeding in building levees sup* 
poses a reduction of flood heights of the Mississippi, after the completion of the levees, 
the flood surface at the mouth of Old River would be lower than above given, if the 
theory is correct', in which case a part of the Red River flood would be discharged into 
the Mississippi, with a consequent lowering of the Atchafalaya surface. 

"The same effect would be produced if tne flood of the Mississippi and Red were 
sot coincident. • 

"With regard to Old River: During the process of forming the new channela 
Lower Old River would necessarily be used. 1 would propose to keep it in naviga- 
ble condition by a system of dikes, to direct ami confine the low-water channel wit^- 
out causing too great a scour. The dikes from the foot of the island to the Missis- 
sippi might be a part of the permanent improvement, and the scour of the current 
passing either way through them would probably maintain a navigable channel 
through the bar at the mouth. I would remedy the sliding banks difficulty, partly by 
moving the channel farther away from the worst bank near Ash Cabin, and by making 
a sufficient number of drains to prevent water standing between the banks at a higher 
Ifvel than the river. When Upper Old River became the navigable channel^ ita 
eonfined limits, regular cross section, and constant current would maintain it in good 
eondition and sweep out its depth through the bar at the mouth. The sliding banka 
are not so troublesome as in Lower Old River, and the standing pools in toe low 
middle ground would soon disappear by compelling the silting up of regular banka 
with slopes towards the river. 

"With regard to the Atchafalaya, the fixing of a stable bottom and immovable 
thalweg would stop the immense and irregular caving of the banks in the improved 
channel; they would become more regular in outline bv the wearing away of projec- 
tions and silting up of cavities, and as a consequence tne dangerous eddies and whirl- 
pools would disappear or be greatly lessened. The natural channel below the im- 
provement, having less water to carry, would not enlarge, and the banks would 
gradually become more regular, small levees would confine the floods, and the deserted 
plantations would again be cultivated. 
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• 

** The project that I pieeent thus appears to meet all of the conditiomi of the problem 
and overooioe the difficalties of the present sitaation, giving a permanent and som- 
eient improvement of the navigation withont disturbing the present rentes of com- 
merce, and making proper provisions for flood discharge. If any of the conditions to 
be met here escaped my observation, I have no donbt the Commission will discover 
them. In the prosecntion of this plan, I woold propose to commence the work at the 
lower end on the Atchafalaya, constructing the dams in the order of 1, 3, 5, 7, as it 
miffht be found that 2, 4, 6 would not be necessary, or their cost lessened by decrease 
of neiffht from the silting up of the bottom. I would not at first build the dams to 
their ultimate height, so as to prevent any sudden and harmful increase of slope. 

''According to the testimony of M. Jacquet, chief enffine<T of Pouts et Chauss^es 
<see Colonel Merrill's translation on the Improvement of Non-Tidal Rivers, page 159), 
submerged dams may be brought to within 8 feet of low-water surface without caos- 
ing the least ii^jurious disturbance on the surface. 

'' The following is an approximate estimate of Uie cost of this work : 

ATGHAFALATA lUVKR. 

7 submerged dams of brush and stone, containing 7,365j719 cubic feet, at 4 

cents $294,690 

S miles = two-thirds of entire distance on both sides of channel from Tnm- 
buirs Island to lower end of improvement = 42,240 feet low longitudi- 
nal mattress dikes of brush and stone, 3,168,000 cubic feet, at 4 cents . . . . 126, 780 

Cross-lines of submerged piles, l:),600 linear feet, at $5 68,000 

Excavation for channel, 866,000 yards, at 10 cents 86,000 

575,300 
UPPER OLD RtVBR. 

12 miles = two-thirds of entire distance on both sides of channel from head 
of Tumbuirs Island to the Mississippi = 63,360 feet low longitudinal 

mattress dikes of brush and stone = 4,752,000 cubic feet, at 4 cents $190, 060 

36 brush and stone sills across channel, 1,080,000 cubic feet, at 4 cents .... 43,900 

41,000 linear feet croHs-dikes, at $4 164,000 

Excavation for channel, 408,500 yards, at 10 cents 40,850 

438, 190 
CXOSINO LOWER OLD RITKR. 

4 dikes = 12,000 linear feet, at $4 948,000 

Atchafalaya Biver 575,900 

Upper Old Eiver 438,130 

Lower Old Biver 48,000 

Aggregate ,.. 109,480 

• 

'* As Lower Old Biver will necessarily be used for communication with the Bed and 
Atchafalaya (pending the completion of work under any plan that might be adopted), 
I recommend that the low-water channel be directed and defined by a svstem of dikes 
about as indicated on tracing-sheet 2, and that a Menge dredge should cut drains to 
the ponds in the low ground, and to assist in correcting the channel. The following 
is the estimate uf the cost of this temporary work which would be utilized as a part 
of the permanent work if my project should meet the approval of the Commission. 

BSTIMATB FOR TEMPORARY IMPROVEMENT AT LOWER OLD RIVER. 

13, 600 linear feet pile-dikes, at |3 $40,800 

7,100 linear feet low mattress longitudinal dike, at |3 21,300 

Menge dredge, with scows 10,000 

One season's work with dredge 3,000 

76, 100 

''Of the work for the above outlay about one- half would be utilized in the plan for 
permanent improvement. The plant required for above work, in addition to the 
oredge, would be similar to that used in work on the Mississippi. Much to my disap- 
pointment, the surveys of the vicinity of month of Red Biver have not been com- 
pleted, and I am.obliged to present tracings from old maps, which, while not bein|r 
correct in detail, are sufficiently so in general outline to give a fair understanding m 
the project presented. 
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"The exact location of dams or lines of channel is not attempted, and would re- 
qnire careful survey and studj'. Tracinff-sheet No. 1 relates to the general plan ; No. 
2 to the temporary work in Lower Old River. The accompanying papers are two 
sheets (tracings showing channels) and seven sheets (cross sections), which are mailed 
in a separate package. 

"Very respectfully, your ohedient servant, 

"AMOS STICKNEY, 
^* Major of EngtMert, U'. S. A. 
"Lieut. Col. C. B. Gomstock, 

" Carp9 ofSnffimeer$, U. «s. A.f 

"Fresident Mi$9Mppi River C(mmi99ion.*' 

In this project provision is made for keepinc a navi^rahle channel through Old 
River during the pro^^ress of the work. No demiite action having heen taken on 
this project, I was directed hy the Commission to maintain the channel as hereto- 
fore hy dredging. Having obtained the proper authority for the hire of a plant, two 
tugs and a stern-wheel steamboat started the work of scouring on August 8, 1884. 
At this time the depth of water was as follows : 

On the bar at mouth of Old River, 13. 5 feet. From mouth of Old River to the 
Atchafalaya the least depth was 13 feet on the crossing. On the bar at the head of 
the Atchafalaya River the least depth was 14 feet. 

The tugs employed on the work were of snflQcient draught and power to stir up the 
bottom long before the depth decreased to an extent to cause anv interference to 
navigation. They worked until August 31, when the river had fallen to 9. 4 feet at 
Red Kiver Landing, and 6. 8 feet at fiarbre's Landing. It was then found that they 
could not cut away the bottom so as to maintain a channel deep enough for them to 
continue at work, and after some narrow escapes from capsizing, they were laid up at 
Barbre's Landing. A scraper was then made of anchors, and the lip of a dredge dipper 
fastened to a horiz<»ntal timber and hung over the bow of the stem-wheel steamer, 
which, backing down stream, dragged the scraper, and by this means gradually deep- 
ened the channel. But this was not sufficient to maintain a channel, as the material 
in suspension in the Mississippi River water was deposited in the comparatively broad 
channel between Chandler's and Barbre's. To confine the flow to a narrower chan- 
nel, spurs were thrown out firom the bar shore. They were constructed of willow 
brush, thrown between two rows of stakes, and weighted with sand-bags. Fifteen of 
these spurs, each about 60 feet long, were placed, and produced a good effect. Two of 
these willow structures were alse placed on the bar at the mouth of Old River to de- 
fine and help deepen the channel. A Menge dredge was employed to work in connec- 
tion with the other boats. It was to have been at Old River about August 7, but 
owing to a breakage of her machinery, she did not arrive till August 26. This delay, 
however, was of little consequence, as the channel had been maintained with plenty 
of depth. It commenced work September 1, in the bar at the mouth, but owing to 
inability to hold itself in the current, accomplished little good. It was then taken 
to the bar at the head of the Atchafalaya, which had increased in width and shoaled 
considerably. 

After working a short time it was removed to await new lines and anchor. On 
September 15 it was again placed at work on the bar at the mouth, and has been doing 
better but not entirelv satisfactory work. 

On September 12, the scraper having deepened the channel over the Atchafalaya 
bar to admit the tugs, they were put to work, and have maintained at least 7 feet 
depth. At last reports the depths through Old River were as follows : 

From mouth to the gut, least depth, 7 feet ; in the gut, least depth, 5 feet ; fW>m 
the gut to Chandler's Landing, least depth , 6 feet ; Chandler's to Barbre's, least depth, 
4 feet ; on Atchafalaya bar, 7 feet. 

This method of keeping Old River navigable during low water cannot be relied on. 
We have had a hard nght to maintain the channel, and I would recommend that some 
structures be placed for contracting the low- water channel l)efore another season. 

Approximate estimate of the cost of the work for the rectification of the mouth of 
the Red and Atchafalaya rivers, according to my project of December 15, 1883, with 
10 per cent, added for contingencies, is 11,072,902.80. 

The following is the report of Mr. A. O. Wilson on the survey of the vicinity : 



« 



SURVEY OF TOR MOUTH OP RED RIVER AND VICINITT. 



" United States Engineer Office, 

*'yf%o Orleans, La,, April 30, 1884. 

Major: I have the honor to submit the following report, with the map, cross- 
section sheets, and tables of gauge reading and current observations, made Irom the 
survey of the mouth of Red Kiver and vicinity. 



tt 
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"In aooordaDoe with yoor iustmotioiM to firoceed to the moath of Bed River and 
make a thorough and aconrate survey of the vicinity, relocatiDgand repeating all the 
oross-aectionH ae shown on the maps from the surveys of 1879, 1680, and 1881, I 
arrived at the Red River Landing June 10, 1883, my party of twelve being complete^ 
with the steam-launch Maud Rand, on the 22d of June. 

'*KXTBNT AND MKTHOD OF BUR VET. 

• 

" The survey extends on the Mississippi River ftrom a point below the Red River Land- 
ing to a point 2 miles above the mouth of Old River, consisting of a oarefnily chained 
traverse line up the right bank, with accurately located triangulating stations half a 
mile apart, from which a series o'f angles were taken upon flag stations placed along 
the opposite bank at every point or change in the line of uie bank, and upon all 
prominent bnildings, Gk>vemment lights, and four triangulating stations along the 
left bank. 

"The distance between the first two trlan^lating stations on the right bank ia 
2,335.86 feet, carefully measured and checked with a steel tape measure, constitnted the 
base line of the triangulations, whereby all the other chained distances between sta» 
tions have been checked and proved correct. 

'* The line of the top of the bank was taken by measured oftets every 200 feet 
firom the transverse line. Sixteen cross-sections were taken in the Mississippi from 
Carr's Point to the Red River Landing ; the locations of the soundings were made by 
angles measured by two transits on the stations, chosen so as to give an intersection 
on the rangH of the cross-section, each section being sounded over twice, the eroes- 
sections being carried on to the top of the bank and connected with the traverse 
line by levels. 

"A ehain<-d line, run with a transit and checked by stadia measure, was run from 
the swamp below the Red River Lauditig along the top of the leTceto a point 5 miles 
below Simmsport, on the Atchafalaya River, with the topography, looating all 
ohurohes, schools, gins, houses, roads, and fences in the vicinity of the river, also 
all the Atchafalaya cross-sections. 

''A traverse line was run along the right bank of Old River from the MissiBsippi 
to the f(K>t of Tnmbuirs Island, locating the eross-seetions (J, D, V, and H, with off- 
sets every 200 feet, to the top of the bank, and angles on flag stations on the opposite 
bank; thence along Tumbnll's Island, relocating the cross-sections of 1880 and 1881 
in the Lower Old River, lettered, respectively, T, S, R, P, N, M, L, andK, where it ia 
connected from Ash Cabin by triangnlation with the tine on the top of the levee near 
Chandler's Landing; also with the chained transit line, checked by stadia measure, 
mnning completely around Tumbull's Island, which locates all levee work, roads, ana 
bnildingH on the island; also the 11 cross-sections taken in the Upper Old River, the 
cross-sections in the Red River, taken for the low-water discharge, and the oroea* 
sections iu Old River between the mouth of Red Ri ver and the head of the Atchafalaya 
River, previously taken in 1879, 1880, and 1881. A chained transit line was run fh>m 
the foot of Tumbull's Island connecting with the Mississippi traverse line at Carr'a 
Point. 

"A cliained transit line was run from the Mississippi at Cair's Point, looating the 
high ground and levee work, to the Upper Old River, connecting with the traverse 
line on Tnrnbnirs Island at Cross-section No. III. 

** The transit lines were connected with all the known fixed points of previous snr- 
Teys, and permanently referred to 6 stone monnmonts, placed in pairs, one pair lo- 
cated on the high ground back from the Mississippi at Carr's Point, 1,376.05 feet 
apart; the second pair near the head of TurnbnlrH Island, 1,722.9 feet apart; the 
third pair on the side of the road between Chandler's Landing and Barfore's Landing, 
1^611.1 feet apart, with Mississippi River Commission iron bench-mark in the planta- 
tion of J. Terras, and the stone monument bench-mark in the levee directly m front 
of the iron bench-mark, near the residence of J. Terras; also with the Coast and Geo- 
detic Survey stone monnment half a mile above the mouth of Old River, on the right 
bank of the Mississippi River. 

•'LINKS OF LKVELS. 

''Two lines of levels were run from the Red River Lauding to Barbre's Landing^ 
starting from a bench-mark established in lt<80 by Mr. Rees ; l>oth lines agree with 
each other, and with the difference between the Red River Lauding gauge and that 
at Barhre's Landing of 0.32, as established by Mr. Rees in lb80. 

''A line of levels was carried down the Atchafalaya, checking with itself and with 
the bench-marks of Mr. Collins at Simmsport. A line of levels was can*ied from the 
month of Old River up the Lower Old River, and conneofciug with the line along the 
levee on every cross-section run from Turn builds Islaud lo the levee ; another Una 
ran completely around TurnbuU's Island, showing the h^ght and every break in tho 
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levee work on the island, connecting and checkinffwith a line of levels run fh>m Bar- 
bre's Landing gange to the discharge sections in Red River near the head of Turn- 
bulPs Island. 

*'A line of levels was run up the right bank of the Mississippi to a point 2 miles 
above the mouth of Old River; another line was run from the high ground at Carr's 
Point, showing the height and breaks of the levee work between the Mississippi and 
the Upper Old River, connecting with the level line on the island. A line was also 
ran from Carr's Point across the bottom of the old bed of the Mississippi to the foot 
of TumbnlPs Island. Bench-marks were established about every hair mile on these 
lines, f^om which all the cross-sections were taken and the surface of the water at 
the time of sounding. 

''MUMBEB AND LOCATION OF CROSS-SltOTIONS. 

'' The sixteen cross-sections in the Mississippi number from 0, at Carr's Point, to 15, 
at the Red River Landing ; the numbers from 1 to 7 are in identically the same loca- 
tions as sections previously taken in 1880 and 1881. 

*' CroBB'WcUons in Red^ Old^ and Lower Old riwrB. — Number 1, with another section 
sounded 200 feet below it, at the mouth of Red River, were taken on the 16th of Oc- 
tober for the low-water discharge of Red Rivet, the gauge at Barbre's Landing read- 
ing at the time —0.3 foot. At this time both the Upper and the Lower Old rivers were 
diy, so that the low-water discharge of Red River of 1883, amounting to 6,951 cubic 
feet per second, is exactly the same as the discharge through the head of the Atoha- 
falaya River. The observations for the discharge were taken on a perfectly calm day 
by a series of floate run with sinkers at mid depths on each subdivision, the river being 
divided into ten subdivisions, and the dischaiffe for each being calculated separately. 

'* Cross-sections 5, 7, 8, A, B, and C, in Old River, between the mouth of Red and 
the head of the Atchafalaya, are located as nearly as possible over the same lines as 
ihose similarly designated in the previous surveys. In the Lower Old River the 
cross-sections are lettered and located as those of the two previous surveys, and are 
as follows, commencing at Barbre's Landing : E, F, G, I, Z, X, K, L, M« N, P, R, 8, and 
T, at the foot of TumbulPs Island; in the mouth of Old River, between Turnbnll's 
Island and the Mississippi, Cross-sections D, Y, and H, as located and sounded by Mr. 
John Eweos in 1882, and Section U of previous surveys. 

'* In the Atchafalaya the sections are distinguished by numbers. No. 2, at the head, 
down to No. 12, 2 miles above Simmsport; are over exactly the same line of section as 
those of Mr. Rees. Nos. 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, and 12 were taken : the others, Nos. 13, 14, 15, 16, 
and 17, though not exactly on the line, can be compared with sections previously taken 
close to them by Mr. H. C. Collins in 1880. The soundings for all the above-mentioned 
oross-sections were oaref ully located by angles measured with a transit, and calculated 
from a carefully measured base of not less than 500 feet, each section being so unded 
over three different times, each line being plotted and calculated separately from the 
others, so as to give a thorough check and detect any error. 

" The cross-sections in the Upper Old River, with the exception of a part of two which 
were sounded as those in the Lower Old River, were taken by level and chain across 
the dry bed of the river ; all cross-sections were connected with the txa verse lines, 
both by transit and level. To facilitate any future comparison that may be required, 
the seotiens of the Upper Old River are numbered in Roman figures. No. VIII fol- 
lows nearly the line of No. Ill of the survey of 1879 ; No. YII, that of No. V ; No. YI, 
of Nos. YII. Nos. Y',Y, lY', IY,III,II, and I are new sections. The map will show dearly 
the location and extent of the cross-sections ; also the soundings taken and located by 
the intersection angles of two transits in the mouth of Old River and the Mississippi 
«4iaoent. 

^'OMBRVATIOMS OF THB DIEBCTION AND VBLOCITT OF THB CUBRBNT IN THE MOUTH 

OF OLD RIVBB. 

" According to your letter of instruction received July 18, 1883, notes were taken 
every day of the direction of the current, and the velocity was ascertained by the 
running of two floats with sinkers suspended at average mid-depth. The course of 
the floats was about 50 feet on either side of the line of the deepen water in the ohao- 
nel, and the dme taken while passing a carefhily measured base line. The results of 
these observations are shown in the table of comparative gauge-readings, direction 
and velocity of the currents in the mouth of Old River. 

"The actual readings of the Red River Landing gauge are induced by 0.3 feet to the 
datum of the Barbre's Landing gauge, the zero of which is 0.3 feet above the sero of 
the Red River Landing gause; and, by the following extract from Mi^. W. H. H. 
Benyaurd's report to the Chief of Engineers, February 15, 1882, it is3.06 feet above the 
levd of Onlf. (Extraot). 
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'"The lowest water ever known at that point oconrred on September 18, at which 
time the water servioe had fallen at Barhre's 1.20 feet below the zero of that gau^e. 
This zero is 0.3 of a foot above the zero of the gauge at Red River Landing, which 
corresponds to the low water of 1872. 

'' From the date of the highest water of the year 18^, which occurred April 9, the 
direction of the current in Old River was oat towards the Mississippi until Jaly 1, 
when it changed in towards the Atchafalaya ; during this time the fall of the water 
was slow and only amounted to 6.8 feet. The water was over the banks of Old River 
below the foot of TiimbulPs Island until the end of July ; the same condition of the 
direction and course of the current, as Mr. Rees notes in his report on the Survey of 
1880. occurred frequently, namely, that at times when the dinerence of the water 
level of the Mississippi and the Red River were very slisht, the current came down 
the Upper Old River from Red River to the foot of Tumbuirs Island ; thence, by the 
Lower Old River, into the Atchafalaya River. The annexed table of comparative 
gauge readings and notes of the direction of the current and its velocity will show 
that during the fall of the water the direction changed visibly five times, and that it 
was often almost stationary. The fall of the water was gradual until September 1, 
when the stage of the river was 14.90 at both gauges, after which the fall was rapid. 
October the 15th both the Upper and Lower Old rivers were dry. 

'^ October 18, the water in the Mississippi having risen to 5.9 feet on the Red River 
Landing eauge ; the flow of water in the l^wer Old River resumed the surface foil 
from the Mississippi to Barbre's Landing, being 5.8 feet, and increasing to 6.9 feet on 
the 23d and 24th of October, the current at this time in the narrow gut near Ash Cabin 
being terrific. Both rivers steadily rose until December the 14th, the current, owing 
to the head of water moro than to the surface fall, being very strong. The water &fi 
on the Barbre's Landing gauge 9.4 feet £n>m Deeember 14 to Deoemfoer 30, the veloeily 
of the current steadily deervasing, after which it suddenly increased in velocity and 
roae rapidly until the 15th of January, 1864, the strongest current being on the 9th 
and 10th of January, at the rate of 7.04 feet per second, or very nearly 5 miles per 
hour. January 23 the current was again almost imperceptible. At this date the oor- 
rent observations ceased, the survey being completed. 

"OBSERVATIONS ON THE ATCHAFALAYA. 

''The bottom and both banks of the Atchafalaya River are very ragged and irregu- 
lar in their formation, caving and washing out in small, deep bays, the months of 
which are afterwards blocked up with sand-bars ; large masses of earth frequently 
sliding into the bottom and standing up in sharp ridges or in rough pyramids, chang- 
ing greatly the shape of a cross-section, an^ causing the current at high water to be 
very turbulent, full of whirlpools and vertical eddies. 

* "The table No. 2, showing the change in the areas above and below the datum line 
of the zero of Barbre's Landing gauge, with the amount of their scour or fill from 1880 
to 1881, and 1881 to 1883, gives the information that the Atchafalaya continues to en- 
large on every cross-section with two exceptions only, and those between the years <^ 
1880 and 1881, the first on Cross-Section No. 2 near the head, amounting to 1,550 square 
feet below the zero line, the other was on Cross-Section No. 6 and omy amounted to 
300 square feet. By examining the comparative cross-sections of that year in the 
Lower Old River this shoaling of the head of the Atchafalaya will be accounted for 
by the enormous scour shown on almost ever^ cross-section, and the fact that there 
was a steady and strung current fh)m the Mississippi towards the Atchafalaya during 
the fall from high to low water of 1881. 

" The nature of the soil of which the bottom and banks is composed is of a very va- 
riable character, and in no portion within the limit of the survey can a cross-section 
be obtained that will show the same character of soil from bank to bank. A notable 
subsidence is shown on the comparative Cross-Section No. 6, where a very large mass 
of bank, apparantly of a stable character, settled vertically, leaving a peipendioular 
break in the bank of 13 feet in height. This took place between the months of June 
and November, 1883. 

''The flood surface slope at the highest stage of the Atchafahiya ever known on the 
first 32 miles from the head had an average slope of 6^ inches to the mile, taken from 
the hieh-water mark at Barbre's Landing of the year 1882, which was found by Mr. 
H. W. W. Reynolds to be 50.21 feet above the zero of the gauge, and the high-water 
mark at West Melville, the point 32 miles from the head, where me New Orleans Pacific 
Railroad crosses, the elevation of which , referring to the same datum, is 34 feet, and 
would read 3/ feet on the West Melville gauge as it now stands. 

'' I will here add the flood notes of 1884, as they may be of interest. 

"By the dififerent gauge readings the highest water at the Red River Landing, 
Barbre's Landing, and Simmsport (5 miles from the head of the Atchafalaya) gauges* 
was recorded March 30 and 31, 1884, and was as follows, respectively, referring to Xh» 
datum of the zero of Barbre's gauge, 47, 48.60, and 46.55 feet, and the West MelviUe 



REPORT OF THE H188IBBIPJ'I RIVER COMMISSION. 303 

gau^e readinff the same date March 3t, 30.45 feet, and airiving at the highest point 
April 5, 30.8 feet. From the above data we find the flood surface fall on March 31, 
IH^, on the first 32 miles, to be at the average rate of Gf inches to the mile, and 
on the first 5 miles, 5 inches to the mile. 

'' The low- water surface slope of the Atchafalaya on the first 32 miles from the head, 
from the gange readings October 16, 1883, was fonnd to be five-eighths of an inch to 
the mile, and the discharge through the head 6,951 cubic feet per second, Barbre's 
gauge reading 0.3 below zero, and the West Melville, referring to the same 2.1 feet be- 
low, which was the lowest of the year, and Barbre's the next day, October 17, 18^3^ 
0.4 foot below, at which time there was not the slightest discharge either from the 
Upper or Lower Old rivers, and i he water very clear and free from sediment. 

« OBSERVATIONS IN THE LOWER OLD RIVER. 

** It is well known that what is now called Old River once formed the bed of the 
Mississippi River, now very much filled up by river deposit of a mixed and very un- 
stable class of soil. In the Lower Old River; when the current is out towards the Mis* 
sissippi, the bar on the north side builds rapidly. The srowth of young willows op- 
posite Barbre's Landing forms a natural screen through which the current runs, causing 
it to deposit its sediment along the bar which extends to the crossing near Cross-Sec- 
tion X, where it loins or overlaps the bar formed in a like manner along the south side 
of this part of the river by the current when it is ' in ^ from the Mississippi River. 

'' 1 1 is plain to the observer, and proved by a series of surveys, that as tne direction 
of the current is subjected to change, either *in' or *ont,' with a large natural 
screen to check the velocitvand thereby precipitate the sediment carried by the flood 
waters, the condition of the low-water channel must continue to get worse. It is 
true that some years the low-water channel may improve temporarily. This is 
brought about, as in the year 1881, by the current continuing in one direction for an 
nnubual length of time, and as this is more liable to be Mn' from the Mississippi 
owing to the closure of the Tensas by levees so that there is a possibility of the chan- 
nel from the Mississippi through the Lower Old River being improved, but not with- 
out also increasing the enlargement of the Atchafalaya. The table showing the com- 
parative scours and fills, and the cross-sections will show the enormous scour that 
took place during the year 1861, and the table of gauge readings with the direction 
and velocity of the current through the month of Old River account for it; the same 
tables also show and account for the very large amount of deposit shown from the 
year 1881 to 1883, and proves the eccentricity that the locality is liable to. The re- 
port of Major Benyanrd to the Chief of Engineers of 1882 mentions the possibility of 
a condition of the low-water channel as actually occurred this season of 1883. The 
verv slu(;gish currents with the constant changes of direction show as in the year 
1880, which, together with the rapid fall of both rivers after September 1, and the 
low stage that the water fell to on the Red River Landing and Barbre's Landing 
gauges, made it impossible to keep navigation open by the method of previous years; 
namely, the dredge at the mouth of Old River, and two propeller tugs with a stern- 
wheel steamer. 

*I All navigation through the Old River was stopped from September 27 to October 
18. The sloughing and sliding in of the banks, remarked in previous low- water sea- 
sons, took place, to a very large extent, along both banks of the low-water channel 
of the Lower Old River, from the Crossing to the Mississippi. This is caused by the 
sastaining pressure of the water being removed, the suction power of the water oozing 
out through the sandy strata in the deposited soil with which the banks are formed. 
Where the sloughing of the bank is only slight, the water with which the banks are 
saturated has been enough to effect them ; but, in every case where the sloughing has 
been ext-eosive, land-lucked water has been found in ponds or sloughs at some Tittle 
distance behind the slides. The sliding iu of both banks in what is called the Giit, 
near Ash Cabin, pushed the soft mud of the bottom up into two mud walls, with 
a channel only 22 feet wide between them. These walls being exposed to the air 
soon became hard enough to walk upon ; iu the portion of the Channel from Ash 
Cabin to the crossing, flat-tapped circular, mud lumps were forced up by water and 
gas jets, leaving them in the shape of an inverted soup plate, with a small, deep, 
round hole in the center. A very large subsidence on the right bank iu the mouth of 
Old River took place August 28, 188:i; it extended fully 2,0iX> feet aloug the bank, 
and its cioss-sectton area is shown on Cross* Section V ; in this locality the deposit on 
the top of the bank by levels taken February, 1883, and August 26 of the same year, 
amounted to 2 feet, divided into two distinct classes, the lower half being of pure 
■and and the upper of a soft, brown clay substance. The mud bars, or low- water 
banks, show by the cross-sections a large deposit all through the Lower Old River 
since 1881. The bar from Barbre's Landing to the crossing is formed ohieflv of red 
•and similar to the banks of Red River; very little of this is seen in the bars between 
the crossing and the Mississippi River. 
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*' OBSKRVATIONS IN THE MISSISSIPPI lUVBR IN THE TICINITT OP THE MOUTH OF OL» 

RIVER. 

''The accompany inff map of the MissisBippi River from Carr's Point to tfae Red 
River Landing shows the location of the cross-sections, the contour lines of 1884, and 
the change in the line of the right bank above the mouth of Old River. 

" In this portion of the river the comparative cross- sections show that the channel 
near the right bank is deepening greatly and the bank is steadily washing. In many 
places it is now almost perpendicular, though only one cave of any extent is notice- 
able below Carr's Point; the channel on the opposite side is shoaling up and the bank 
is making on the low- water portion. 

** The cross-sections Nos. 1 to 7, inclusive, are a repetition of those of 1880 and 1881; 
Nob. 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, and 15 are new lines, bnt comparative cross-sections have 
been made from the soundings, on the lines of the three cross-sections taken below 
the mouth of Old River in 1881, No. 1 of which shows the right bank to be extend- 
ing out ; but with this exception and the shbaling of the deep channel near the left 
bank the cross-sections show considerable enlargement and a large scour on the An- 
gola Bar. The comparisons may be atTected by thu different stages of the river at the 
time the soundings were taken, those of 1880 and 1881 being taken at less than 9 feet 
on the gauge, and those of this survey in January, 1884, with over 32 feet on the 
gauge and a strong current running. The contour lines show that a good, navigable 
channel of 20 feet i>elow extreme low wat«r exists both above and below the month 
of Old River as the survey extends either way. 

''The location of the three cross-sections of 1881 below the month of Old River are 
shown by dotted lines on the map of the Mississippi, plotted on the scale of 200 feet to 
1 inch. 



tt 



OBSERVATIONS IN THE UPPER OLD RIVER. 



*'The cross-sections in the Upper Old River show the bottom of the river in the chan- 
nel to be 7.5 feet above zero on cross-section No. 11, and on the other sections from 4 
to 6 feet above ; the character of the bottom being soft mnd, the banks as compared 
with the Lower Old River are maob more stable and free from slonghing, and, with 
the exception of the entrance throagh the Sugar- House Chute, the river presents a 
much more navigable appearance and is favorod by steamboatmen whenever th^e is 
water enough to go through it. 

'*The Upper Old River ror its entire length may be said to have one old and reliable 
bank free from sloughing, though it is not always on the same side, and the opposite 
bank is more systematically contracted by the natural-growth willows than the 
Lower Old River; a very slight amount of work wonld concentrate and confine tfae 
low-water channel, and if by any means the current was so oontroUed, so as r-o caoae 
it always to flow in one direction, the channel would quickly seonr out and maintain 
itself. 

** The survey was prosecnted under very great difficulties, the character of the 
malarial fevers peculiar to the locality being more virulent than the residents have 
known for years ; of the party that I oommenced with not one was able to renyiin 
through the survey with me; during the survey I had four different levelers, eight 
different rodmen, six cooks, and the changes among iihe boat and axmen were ineee- 
aant ; two of my party died soon after leaving the work, and several were ill for months 
afterwards, the amount of time lost by stokneas being nearly equal to the aotnai time 
consumed while at work on the snrvey ; this will aeoonnt for the somewhat slow 
progress made on a survey at any time very tedious to make, on account oi the diffi- 
enlty in finding the exact location of the cross-sections previously taken, so ae to insure 
a fair comparison. 

'' Accompanying this report are : 

"Table No. 1. Showing the gauge-readings from tiie date of the highest water of 
1883 to the end of January, 18t4, with the direction and velocity m the caireat 
through Old River during the time of the snrvey. 

" Table No. 2. Showing the changes in the areas of the Atchafalayacross-eeotione 
above and below the sero line of Barbres Landing gauge, which is approximately low 
water. 

'' Table No. 3. Showing the changes in the depths on the line of deep water in the 
low-water chann^ through Old and Lower Old River to the Mississippi River. A 
large nap of the whole snrvey plotted on a scale of 800 feet to 1 inch. 

'' A map of the Mississippi River in the vicinity of the month of Old River, plotted 
on a scale of 200 feet to 1 inch. 

** Na 1. Roll of cross-sections in the Atchaialaya River. 

'*No. 2. Roll of cross* sections in the Upper Old River. 

** No. 3. Roll of cross-sections in the Old and Lower Old River. 

'*No. 4. Roll of cross-sections in the Mississippi River, 1884. 
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"No. 5. Cros^-sections in the Mississippi below the month of Old River, 1881, com- 
pared with sonndiDgs of 1884. 

''I Lave endeavored to divide up and arrange this report under different headings 
in order to facilitate comparison with the previous surveys and reports* and to save 
time HI referring to different parts.'' 

Table No. \.— Gauge rtadingn at Red River Landing, Barbre^a Landing, and m<mth of 
Old River, Louisiana^ mlh direcUona and relooity of current through Oid River, and rise 
and fall between Red River Landing and Barhre'e Landiwg, referring to the zero of Bar- 
hre^s Landing. 



Date. 



May 



1883. 
Apr. 9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
10 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
20 
30 
I 
2 
3 
4 
6 
6 
7 
8 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
20 
30 
81 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 



June 



.a 

m 

U 
Si 

> 

ai 

& 



44.90 
44.83 
44.75 
44.65 
44.53 
44.42 
44.30 
44.15 
44.00 
43.85 
43.70 
43.57 
43.45 
43.33 
43. 33 
43.21 
43.11 
42.05 
42.80 
42. 73 
42. 73 
42.64 
42.58 
42.48 
42.40 
42. 35 
42.37 
42.37 
42.20 
42.15 
42,20 
42.20 
42.20 
42.17 
42.14 
42.10 
42. 10 
42.10 
42. 08 
42.05 
42,00 
Al 9.1 
41.90 
41.80 
41.60 
41.40 
41.15 
41.10 
40.80 
40.60 
40.45 
40.37 
40.50 
40.80 
40.20 
40.20 
40.15 
40.00 
30.90 



u 

i 



£ 

.a 

Si 



46.30 
46 30 
4&20 
46.10 
46.00 
45.80 
45.60 
45l50 
4.5. 80 
45.10 
44.90 
44.80 
44.60 
44.40 
44.40 
44.20 
44. lu 
43.90 
43.80 
43.90 
43.90 
43.00 
43.50 
43.40 
43. 30 
43. 20 
43 30 
43.30 
43. 10 
43.00 
43.00 
43.10 
4.3.10 
4.3.10 
43.10 
43.10 
43.10 
43.00 
43.00 
43.00 
42.90 
42.80 
42.80 
42.60 
42.40 
42.20 
42.20 
42.10 
42.00 
41.80 
41.50 
41.40 
41.40 
41.20 
41.00 
41.00 
40.90 
40.70 
40.60 



Old River, near the month. 



o 

a 

£ 



a 



St 






1. 
1. 
1. 
1. 
1. 
1. 
1. 
1. 



40 
45 
45 
45 
47 
38 
30 
35 



Ont* 

Out.. 

Out . 

Out.. 

Out.. 

Out.. 

Out.. 

Out.. 



Is. 



Feet. 



s 



1. 30 Out 



1. 
1. 
1. 
1. 
1. 
1. 
0. 
0. 
0. 

1. 
1. 
1. 

0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0- 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 

1. 
1. 

0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 

1 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 
0. 



L^5 
20 
23 



Out 
Out 
Out 
15 Out 
07 I Out 
07 Ont 



00 
09 
95 
00 
17 
17 
96 
02 
02 



Out 
Out 
Out 
Ont 
Ont 
Out 
Ont 
Out 
Ont 



00 j Out 
A5 1 Out 
93 I Out 
98 Ont 
90 ; Out 
85 Out 
80 > Out 
90 Out 
90 ; Out 
93 : Out 
96 Out 
00 i Out 
00 I Out 
90 Out 
02 Out 



95 
90 
9^ 



Out 
Out 
Out 



90 I Out 
80 Out 



80 
80 
05 
00 
20 
20 
05 



Out 
Ont 
Out 
Ont 
Ont 
Out 
Out 



H. Ex. Bi- 



os Out 

00 Out 

00 I Out 

80 I Out 

80 Out 

75 Ont 

70 Out 

70 Out 

"Ont " meanfl towards the MIsalMippI Rivor. 

.20* 



Remarks. 



Hijsh water of 1888. 
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Table No. I. — Gatige -readings at Red River Landing^ ^o. — Continned. 



]>ate. 



Jnly 



1883. 

Jane 7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

1 

2 

3 

4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

July 19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

50 

81 

'■ I 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 



Old River, near the month. 



.a 
a 



t4 



39.80 I 
39.70 I 
aO. 55 , 
39.45 
39.35 
.39.25 < 
39.20 
39.20 , 
39.05 
3&90 
38.80 
38.70 
3a 60 
38. 50 
38.40 
38.30 
38.30 
38. 25 
38. 20 
38.20 
38.15 
3a 15 
3a 15 
8ai5 

3a 10 

8a05 

sa 03 

38.01 

3a 00 

38.05 
38.05 

3a 10 

38.10 

3a 15 

3a 25 
3a 25 
3a 25 
38.20 

3a 15 
3a 10 
8a 00 

37.90 
37 70 
37.45 
37.20 
36.80 
36.40 
36.00 
3Sl70 
85.45 
35.25 

"34.86' 
34.50 
34. 10 
33.70 
33. 40 

saio 

31.90 



29.50 
2a 40 
27.30 
26.30 
25.40 
24.70 

23.76 
28.45 
23.15 



a 

a 



OD 

2 

In 



40.40 
40.30 
40.10 
40.00 
39.80 
39.80 
39.70 
49.70 
39.60 
89.50 
39. 30 
39.20 
39.10 
39.00 
30.00 
39.00 
3a 90 
3a 90 
38.80 
3a 80 
88.70 
3a 70 
38. 70 
3a 70 

3a 00 
3a 00 
3a 00 

37.90 
37.90 
38 00 
3«.00 
38.00 
.%.00 
3a 00 

3a 10 
3a 10 
saoo 
aaoo 
3a 00 
saoo 
3a 00 

37.90 
37. 50 
37.20 
37. UO 
36.70 
36.50 
3a 10 
36. 10 
35.60 
35.40 
35.10 
34.90 
34.50 
34. 20 
34.30 
33.70 
33.00 
32.10 
31. 10 
30.60 
29.90 
2a 50 
27.90 
26.90 
25.10 
24.50 
24.00 
28.60 
23.30 



fc4 

d 



I 



•J 






0.00 

0.60 

0.55 

0.55 

0.45 

0. .'>5 

0. .50 

0.50 

0.55 

0.60 

0.50 

0.50 

0.50 

0.50 

0.60 

0.70 

0.60 

0.65 

0.60 

0.60 

0.55 

0. 5.T 

0.55 

0.55 

0.10 

0.05 

0.03 

0.11 

0.10 

0.05 

0.05 

O.IU 

0.10 

0.15 

0. l.> 

0.15 

0.25 

0.20 

0. 1.') 

0.10 

0.00 

0.00 

0. 20 

25 

0.20 

0.10 

0. 10 

0.10 

0.40 

0.15 

0.15 






s 



.'C 
S B 
O O 

o 

® fi. 

> 



Remark!. 



s 



0.10 
0.00 
0.10 
0.60 
0.30 
0.10 
0.20 



Feet 

Ont 

Out 

Out 

Out 

Ont ■ 

Out 

Out 

Ont , 

Ont ■ 

Ottt 

Out 

Out 

Ont 

Out ' 

Out ' 

Out j 

Out ; 

Out 

Oat 

Out 

Oat 

Out 

Out... A. 

Out 

In* 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

Ill 

In ' 

In 

In 

In ' 

In I 

In ' 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In I 

In 

In 

Out 1.307 

Oat 

Out , 1.294 

Out I 1.358 

Oat I 1.232 



Current three mUes per hoar. 



Three, miles per honr. 



Changes towards the Atohalklaja Blvev 



Carrent very slight. 
Do. 
Do. 
Da 
Do. 
Do. 



Out 
Out 
Out 
Out 
Out 
Out 
Out 



1.272 
0.987 
1.149 
1.713 
1. 862 
1.917 
2.342 



36.50 

saoo 

85.77 
35.55 
35.30 



Current changing. 
Carrent imperceptible. 
Current imperceptible. 
Carrent very sUght, 
Do. 

Changes. 

Strong wind ; oarrrat very sUghi. 



1.10 
1.50 
1.20 
1.60 
1.50 
0.40 



Out 
Out 
Out 
Out 
Out 
Out 



2.500 
2.863 
2.708 
2.342 
2.043 
L413 



34.80 I 
34.90 I 
34. 10 
3a 70 



Very slow. 
Do 



83.80 



.1 



0.25 
0.15 
0.15 



Out 
In.. 



2a 50 
25. a5 
25.00 



24.10 ! Almost'imperceptible. 
23. 75 AlmoMt imperceptible. 
23. 40 Do. 



* •• In " neaiui towarda the AtohaColaya River. 
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Table No. X^—Gauge-readingB at Red River Landing , ^o. — Continued. 



Date. 



a 

J 

> 



Sept 



1883. 
Aqsc: 16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 



26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

18 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 



Oct. 



9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

19 
20 
21 



22.80 
22.50 
22.20 

'21.80 
20.75 
20.20 
19.50 
1&80 
18.20 



1&90 ! 
16.30 : 
15.60 ■ 
14.95 : 
14.35 I 
13.00 I 



12.95 
12.45 
12.00 
11.50 
11.00 
10.50 



9.45 

8.95 

&55 

8.10 

7.85 

7.60 ' 

7.50 • 

7.70 . 

7.20 t 

6.70 

6.25 

6.05 

5.80 , 

5. 55 

5.40 

5.20 

4.90 

4.65 

4.50 

4.40 

4.30 

4.20 

4.15 I 

4.10 . 

3.95 

3. HO I 

3.70 ! 

3.65 I 

a65 ; 
aso ' 

4.00 
4.10 I 
4.20 
4.30 



4.55 
4.80 
5 05 
5.60 

S.90 
0.30 
6.80 



a 
£ 

u 

£ 



23.00 
22.80 
22.50 
22.10 
21.80 
20.50 
19.30 
19.90 
19.40 
1&40 

17.40 

16.40 

16.10 

15.20 

14.60 

14.00 

13.00 

13. 20 

lJ.60 

12.10 

11.40 

11.20 

10.50 

10. 10 

0.30 

8.00 

8.00 

7.50 

7.00 

6.50 

6.00 

5.30 

5.30 

5.00 

4. .50 

4.00 

3.80 

3.30 

2.80 

2. .'K) 

2.30 

2. 10 

1.90 

1 50 

1.30 

1.20 

1.10 

1.10 

1.00 

0.00 

0.80 

0.70 

0.40 

0.20 

0.00 
0. 20 
0.10 
00 
0.00 
0.00 
0.20 
0.30 
0.40 
20 



Old River, neftr the moath. 



« 



i 



s 



•St 






9 



0.20 

o:3o 

0.30 



e a, 

c 



Feet 
6.'i97 



Bemarks. 



S 



33. 10 Garrent imperceptible. 
22. 80 , Do. 

22. 40 ' Strong wind. 



0.50 
0.25 
0.90 
0.40 
0.60 
0.20 



In 

In 

Out 

Out 

Impercep- 
tible. 



1.216 
1.281 
1.300 
1.055 



21.50 
21.10 
20.40 
19.70 
10.05 
l&3o 



0.50 
0.20 
0.40 
0.45 
0.35 
0.00 



In 

in. 

In 

In. 

In. 

In. 



0.967 ' 
1.042 I 
1.200 . 
1. 126 
1.227 
1.312 



0.35 
0.35 
0.60 
0.30 
0.50 
0.40 



0.75 
0.95 
1.03 
1.10 
1.35 
1.60 
2.20 
2.40 



In. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

In 

In 



_-. I 



2.20 
2. 20 
2.25 
2.26 
2.50 
2.70 
2.90 
2.90 
2.80 
2.75 
3.00 
3.10 
3.10 
3.10 
3.05 
3.10 
3.05 
3.U0 
3.00 
3.25 
3.45 

3.80 
4.20 
4.20 
4.20 
4.30 

'4.'70 
5.10 
5.45 
6.80 



In 

In 

In' 

In* 

In 

In 

In 

Tn ........ 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

Xo flow. . 
No flow. . , 
No flow.. 
No flow. . . 



1.255 
1.257 
1. 320 
1.100 
1.186 
1.236 



1.031 
0.987 
LUOO 
1.060 
1.135 
1.084 



1.213 
0.933 
1.167 
1.086 
0.890 
0.644 



, I 



0.326 
0.391 
0.256 
0.310 
325 
0.406 



0.391 
0. V81 
0.301 
0. 235 
0.000 
0.000 



No flow. . . 
No flow. . . 
No flow... 
No flow. . . 
No flow. . . ! 
No flow...! 
No How. . . I 
No flow... 
No flow. . . I 
No flow. . . 



0.000 

0.000 
0.000 
0.000 
0.000 
0.000 



0.000 
0.000 
0.000 
0.000 



0. 10 i 5. 80 
0. 40 5. 90 
0. 70 i 6. 10 



In 0.574 

In ' 

In ' 



17.05 
16.45 
15.85 
15.15 
14.. 50 
13.90 



12.85 
12.40 
12.00 
11.50 
11.00 
10.56 

' 9. 45 
9.00 
8.55 
8.15 
7.80 
7.60 
7.60 
7.65 
7.10 
6.65 
6.17 
5.86 
5.70 



4.60 
4.75 
5.20 
5.75 

6.10 
6.50 
6.80 



Gale SW. 
Current changes. 

Do. 

Wind high ; north. 

Sunday. 



I 



5.26 
5.15 
4.86 
4.54 
4.40 
4.30 



4.20 
4.15 
4.10 
3.95 
3.90 
8.80 



3.70 

3.85 
4.08 
4.14 
4.25 
4.35 



RlTor Laadiag 



Old Biver is dry. 
Do. 

Lowest reading of BfSd 

gauge 1888. 
Zero, Barbre's gauge. 
No flow in Old Biver. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
Lowest water of 1883 on Barbre's gnge. 
Comnienceroent of flow in Lower Old 
Biver. 

Stonnv. 
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Tablb No. 1. — Gauge-readings at Bed River Landing, ^e. — Continaed. 



Date. 



1883. 
Oct. 2 



Nov. 



Deo. 



23 

24 

25 

29 

27 

28 

29 

80 

31 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

18 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 
30 
1 
2 
8 
4 

6 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

II 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

28 

24 
25 
26 




10.60 
10.65 
10.90 
11.45 
12.35 
13.60 
15.60 
17.35 
17.80 
18.20 
18.40 
18.55 
1&70 
19.00 
19.80 
19.70 
20.05 
20.45 
22.00 
22.40 
22.50 
22.55 
22.45 
22.05 

21.80 
21.80 
22.05 
22. 60 
28.45 
24.25 

2&15 
25.80 
20.30 
26.85 
27.20 
27.40 
27.25 
27.30 
27.30 
27.40 
27.30 
27.10 
28.70 
26.25 
25.50 
24.60 
2d. 90 
28.00 
22.26 

<!> 
(*) 

(*) 



1.00 

1.20 

1.50 

2.00 

2.50 

3.70 

5.00 

6.50 

7 10 

8.10 

&80 

9.20 

9.20 

0.20 

9.20 

9.30 

9.40 

9.70 

10.30 

11.00 

13.10 

15.40 

17.00 

17.80 

18.10 

18.30 

1&50 

18.70 

l&OO 

19.50 

20.60 

21.40 

22.30 

22.60 

22.70 

22.80 

22.70 

22.30 

22.10 
22.00 
22. 'JO 
22.70 
23.30 
24.00 

24.80 
25.30 
25.70 
26.30 
26.70 
26.90 
27.00 
27.00 
27.00 
27.10 
27.10 
26.90 
26.60 
26.20 
25.60 
24.90 
24.20 
22.90 
22.70 

2L90 
21.20 
19.60 



a 
2 



6.70 
6.90 
6.90 
6.75 
6.55 
5.80 



Old Biver, near the month. 



g 






I 



is 



^l 



I 



3.85 
3.55 
2 85 



l.«> 
1.80 



1.40 
L.35 
1.50 
1.75 
2.05 
2.60 
2.50 
1.95 
0.45 
0.40 
0.30 
0.25 
0.20 
0.80 
0.40 
0.20 
0.55 
0.95 
0.30 
0.20 
0.20 
0.25 
0. 2r> 
0.25 

0.30 
0.20 
0.15 
0.10 
0.15 
0.25 

0.35 
0.50 
0.50 
0.60 
0.50 
0.50 
0.25 
0.30 
U.30 
0.30 
0.20 
0.20 
0.10 
0.05 
0.10 
0.30 
0.35 
0.10 
0.45 



In. 

In. 

In 

In. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

In. 

In 



In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 



In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 

Ont ... 
Out ... 
Ont ... 
Oat ... 
Ont... 
Ont ... 
Out ... 



FeeL 



1.213 
1.820 
1.173 
0.996 



1.885 
1.760 



1.731 



1.676 
2.247 
2.640 



8.249 
8.060 
2.400 
2.011 
2.030 
1.650 



1.760 
2.112 
2.640 



0.880 
0.835 



Out 

Out 

In.. 

In . 

In.. 

In.. 



In 

In.. 

In.. 

In.. 

In.. 

In . 

In.. 

In.. 

In.. 

In.. 

In.. 

In.. 

In.. 

In . 

Out 

Out 



In. 



In. 
in* 



0.498 
0.580 
1.056 
1.854 
1. 959 
2.446 

3.106 
3.520 
3.300 
2.640 
2.708 
2.779 
2.933 
2.933 
2.851 
2.843 
2.640 
1.992 
2.400 
1.885 
L703 
1.676 
1.371 
1.242 



L193 



a 165 



Bemarka. 



s 



7.70 
&10 
&50 
8.75 
9.05 
9.60 



10.40 
1.760 j 10.75 
1.821 I 11.00 



11.10 
10.90 



10.65 
10.70 
10.96 
11.70 
12.45 
13.90 



17.50 
17.80 
18.15 
18.40 
ia55 
18.70 
19.15 
19.80 
19.70 
20.05 



22.10 
22.57 



22.00 



26.48 



27.45 



Stormy. 

Strong north wind. 

Stormy. 
Dense fog. 

North wind. 



Rapid rise. 
Stormy weather. 



Cnrrent changes. 
Stormy weather. 



22.70 

22.50 ' Almost imperceptible. 

22. 10 I Point of observation changes to 

' Barbre's Landing. 



Cnrrent changes. 



Cnrrent very strong at month of Old 
River. 



..> 




20.90 



Current changes. 



Sunday. Point of observatioii changed 
back to month of Old Biver. 



*Nogaage. 
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Table No. 1. — Gauge-readinga at Bed Biver LandinQf ^c. — Continued. 



Dftte. 



■ 




M 




1 


a 


b 


h) 


> 


• 

0* 


S 




I 


1 



I 



■-I 



1883. 

Deo. 27 

28 

29 

80 

31 

1884. 

Jan. 1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 ; 

8 : 

I 

11 1 

12, 
13 

"I 

15 ' 

16 ! 
17 
18 : 
10 : 
20 
21 
22 
28 

24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
81 



(•) 
(*) 
(*) 
(*) 
21.85 

23.10 
24.25 
25.75 
27.30 
29.05 
30.10 
81.05 
31.90 
32.55 
33.10 
33.55 
33.75 
33.90 
83.95 
34.00 
33.85 
33.70 
8a75 
33.75 
33.45 
33.00 
32.55 
32.10 

32.20 
32.00 
31.65 
31.80 
31.85 
31.95 
32.00 
32.05 



V 

P 
o 

i 

a 



19.00 

18.60 I 

18.30 I 

18.70 ' 

22.20 0.35 



2^50 
24.50 
25.90 
27.30 
28.70 
29.80 
30.70 
81.60 
32.30 
32.80 
33.20 
33.40 
33.60 
33.70 
33.80 
33.81) 
33.80 
33.80 
33.90 
33. Gil 
83.30 
32. 9U 
32.50 

32,50 
32.40 
32.30 
32.20 
32.20 
32. 20 
32.30 
32.40 



Old Biver, near Barbre'a 
Landing. 






I 



ii 



In.. 
In.. 
In.. 






Feet. 
0. 165 
0.165 
0.165 



Out 1.852 



0.40 
0.25 
0.15 
0.00 
0.35 
0.30 
0.33 
0.30 
0.25 
0.30 
0.35 
0.35 
0.30 
0.35 
0.20 
0.25 
0.10 
0.05 
0.15 
0.15 
0.30 
0.33 
0.40 



I 



Out 

Out 

Out 

In.. 

In.. 

In.. 

In.. 

In.. 

In.. 

In.. 

In.. 

In.. 

In.. 

In.. 

In.. 

In.. 

In.. 

In . 

In 

In 

In 

In 

In 



3.017 
1. 5.')3 
0.000 
2. 355 
2.855 



4.224 
7.040 
7.040 

5.867 
5.280 



4.600 
4.224 
8.911 
3.520 
3.200 
8.017 



§ 



20.29 
19.90 
19.55 



22.19 

23.18 
24.30 
25.85 
27.35 
29.20 



32.00 
32.40 
33.30 
33.85 
83.78 



33.88 
34.03 
33.99 
33. 89 
33.99 
34.00 




* No gauge. 



Bemarkp. 



Stormy. 



Current changing. 
Strong current. 

Do. 
StroncT current, stormy. 

Do. 
Very Rtrong current. 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 



Strong south wind ; current impercepti- 
ble. 
Current changing. 
Current observntions ceaaed. 

Departure for Blark Hawk. 



Table No. 2. — Showing areaa and changes in areas above and helotc zero of Barbrt^e Land- 
ing gaugey and greatest depths sounded by W, M. Bees in 1830, H, St. L. Copp^e in 1881, 
and A, Owen &i!son in 1883. 

ATCHAFALATA RIVER. 



Sections. 



Ko.2. 
No. 4. 
No. 6 
Na8 
NalO 
No. 12 



Areae above and below zero of Bar- 
bre's Landing gauge. 



1880. 



188L 



1883. 



« 
o 



PQ 



• 



32, 320 
83, 120 
81.240 
87,640 



6, 300 33, 220 

8. 400 33, 060 

7, 920 31, 700 

11,100 38,260 



38, 500.11, 160 38, 86U 



o 









ChBuges fVom 
1880 to 1881. 



« 

O 

> 



49, 360 31, 930 50, 100 30, 380 57, 780 40, 020 

6.780 34,800 8,180 

8,100 35,62011,420 

8. 360 33, 240 14, 660 

11,860 38,960 15,220 

11. 660 44, 100 14, 520 



740 
900 
540 
460 
620 
360 



Below 
zero. 



a ^ 



Changes from 
1881 to 1888. 



1^ I CO I 



1,550 
"360 



480 

1440 
1760 
500 



i ^ 



> 



7,680 
1,580 
1,060 
1,540 
700 
5,240 



»5 



9,640 
1,400 
3, 320 
6,300 
3.360 
2,800 



Greatest depths 

below scro of 

Rarbre's Landing 

gauge. 



1880. 



68.7 
35.3 
27.1 
38.2 
29.7 
39. G 



1881. 



60.7 
40.0 
28.8 
37.5 
3^H 
4U.8 



1883. 



78.6 
85.6 
30.7 
54.6 
40. T 
37.8 



3L0 
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Tablb No. Z.—i'^howing scour or fill on the line of the deepest water in the channel throitgh 
Old and Lower Old rivere, according to the surveys of 1880, 1881, and 1883. 



Croes-aectfon. 



4.. 

B. 

C . 

E. 

F. 

Q. 

1.. 

Z . 

X. 

K 

L. 

M. 

N 

P. 

B. 

S . 

T. 

V. 

u. 



1880 to 1881. 



Sooor. Fill. 



0.5 
LO 
6.0 
10.0 
10.0 
4.5 
6.0 
8.0 
4.0 
0.2 
8.5 
8.0 
7.0 

ao 

&5 
5.0 



L6 
1.5 



1881 to 1883. 



1880 to 1883. 



Scour. ' Fill. 



2.0 



18.0 



1.0 

as 

4.0 
2.0 
7.0 

as 

14.0 
1.0 
6.5 

ao 

5.5 
5.8 

ao 

5.5 

ao 

4.0 
4.0 
LO 



Soonr. 


1 
FilL 

1 


a 5 






is 


■ ••>•■ *• 


ao 




ao 


4.6 




ao 




1.5 







9.5 


4.0 




2.5 






2.0 




as 




as 


ao 




L5 




ao 





4.5 




1.0 






lao 



" I am, very respectfally, your obedient servant, 

"ARTHUR OWEN WILSON, 

^^AssUttant Engineer, 
**Maj. Amos Stickney, 

*^ Corps of Engineers, U. 8. A.y New Orleans, La." 

MONRY STATEMENT. 

In Treasury Department, Washington , September 30, 1882 $75, 000 00 

Transfer September 30, 1882 8,153 94 

Allotment July 19, 1884 12,290 00 

Drawn 1^83.571 26 

Transfer and deposit 571 26 

83, 000 00 

Not drawn 4,290 00 

On band, assistant treasurer. New Orleans, La., September 30, 1884 17,821 42 

In hands of assistants 388 00 

Expended since September 30, 1882 72,944 52 

Balance due from appropriation October 31, 1883 14, 729 52 

Received since October 31, 1883 61,571 26 

Expended since October 31, 1883 28.632 32 

Balance on hand September 30, 1884 18,209 42 

Total appropriated $190,000 00 

Allotment July 19, 1884 12,290 00 

— ^^— — ^-^ 202 290 00 
Total expended 179! 790 58 



IMPROVING HARBOR AT NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA. 

At the time of last annnal report work was in progress in CarroUton Bend. The 
work contemplated was the protection of the sloping river bank from low- water mark 
to the bottom of the river by means of a continuous mattress of brush and stone. To 
accomplish this it was int«uded to make the mattress in one piece 400 feet wide and 
about 10,000 feet lon;^. Owin^ to unavoidable delay caused by the delinqnency of 
contractors in furnishing material and a rise in the river, the weaving of mattress natd 
to be suspended when a length of only 470 feet had been constructed. This was suo- 
ce^sfnlly sunk, but on account of insufficiency of ballast and a changing of the cur- 
rent a small portion of it came up and was lost. It wjm demonstrated, however, that 
a wide mattress could be placed in deep water when there was not a strong current. 
On the resumption of work, after the subsiding of the river, the location and method 
of protection were changed, the change of method being to suit the new locality 
where wharves render it impracticable to construct and maintain a mattress covering 
The following is the project for the work : 
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** United States Engine ku Office, 

" A^«f Orleans, La., A^l 22, 1884. 

" Sir : In compliance with the resolution of the Comniission of Nov'mber20, 1863, 1 
have the honor to submit herewith a report of my assistant, Mr. W. (r. Price, upon the 
relative importance of protectiup the Gouldsborough IJend, in the hjirbor of New Or- 
leans, as compared with other work coutem))latea in the project approved by the 
Commission. There is, I think, no question of the greater imuunliate importance of 
protecting Gouldsborongh Bend, which is rapidly increasing. I b(*lieve that work 
should be commenced for preventing the caving of the banks at once, and have had a 
plan and estimates prepared by Mr. Price, assistant engineer, which, with the accom- 
panying maps, is also pi*e8ent-ed herewith, as well as plan, maps, &c., for protecting 
the Gretna Bend, which is just above the Gouldsborough Bend, one being almost a 
continuation of the other. Owing to the difficulty of pljicing continuous mattress 
work on the banks on account of the standing and wrecked wharves, and the belief 
that mattress worK would be destroyed by the collection of heavy tleposits of sediment 
at all points where wharves were placed, I have had plans prepared for the protection 
of the bank by means of subniergod spurs of brunh and stone i>laeed so as to throw 
the contour lines of the bank about 50 feet out into the river. I would propose to 
locate these spnrs at the salient points of the deep-water lines. Experience in the 
first reach protecte<t would in the tirst season show whether the spurs were properly 
placed, and if a greater number were needed to thoroughly protect the bank they conld 
be added afterwards. The plans are based upon the survey of 1877-78 and are in- 
tended to show in a general way the method of constructing and placing the spurs. 
A new survey will be made as soon as the stage of water will permit, from which to 
determine the exact locations. 

''The entire length of bank from opposite a point just above the City Park down to 
Algiers, as shown on accompanying map, will eventually need protection, but the 
greatest immediate need is in the lower bend in the front of Gretna and Gouldsbor- 
ongh, and more particularly in front of Gouldsborough where the caving is worse, and 
commercial interests greatest. 

" The estimate for the Gouldsborough part is |64,200, and for the Gretna part 
$64,200, exclusive of plant. The plant required is about as follows : 

6 barges, at $3,000 each $18,000 

To build mattress-ways on three of them 1, 500 

Ways built on the bank for constructing crib for spur 300 

1 stern-wheel steamboat 15, 000 

Capstans, rope, and tools 3, 000 

Making a total of :J7,800 

''In making provision for this work I am of the opinion that the Carrollton work 
should not be suspended. The plant for that work is all ready. The method of 
working has been tried, and the experience gained is such that it is exi»ecte<l that the 
project as api>roved can be carried out as soon as the river reaches a X)roper stage. 
*' Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

*'AMOS STICKNEY, 
** Major of Engineers , U. S. A. 
"Lieut. Col. C. B. Comstock, 

*^ Carps of Engineers, U. S, A., 

^* Presidetit Mississippi River Commission." 



**Nkw Orleans, January^, 1884. 

*' Ma^ior: I have the honor to make the following report on tlie relative importance 
of protecting the Gouldsboro' bauk, in the harbor of New Orleans, as compared with 
other work contemplated in the project approved by tiie Mississippi River Commis- 
sion. The work contemplated by the Commission in the project approved by them 
September 18, 1882, was to prevent further erosion of the bank in Carrollton Bend. 

** IMPORTANCE OK CARROLLTON BRND WORK. 

"From a comparison of surveys I find that the bank in this bend is cutting away 
at an average rate of 14 feet a year, and the cutting extends probably 5,000 feet be- 
low the bend, all of which would probably be stopped in a short time after the bank 
in the bend is protected. The caving amounts to about 4.8 acres a year, which, at 
$1,000 an acre valuation for land and improvements, would be $4,800. If the caving 
is not stopped there will have to be built during the next ti ve years H,000 feet of levee. 
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estimated to cost $25,000, or $5,000 a year. The only business interests that suffer 
from caving banks are the Picaj'une saw-mill and the Carrollton oil-mill. The loss to 
them if the bank is not protected would probably be $35,00O during the pext five 
years, or $7,000 a year. 

** From the above the total loss per year from caving of bank in Carrollton Bend is 
$16,800. There are no wharves in Carrollton Bend, and the improvement would be of 
little benefit to commerce and navigation at present. 



ti 



IMPORTANCE OF PKOTKCTING GOULDSBOROUGH BANK. 



''From my report of November 19, 1883, the value of land and improvements in the 
Gouldsborough bend which will be lost in a few years if the bank in not protected waa 
estimated to be $1,400,000. But this does not represent the whole interest at stake. 
The river front here is being used for purposes of commerce and navigation, aud theee 
interests sufier very much from the caving in of wharves, railroad inclines, aud depots. 

'* The commercial interest is much greater than the value of property already located 
there, and it« value cannot be estimated. 

" COMPARISON. 

" The caving of bank in Carrollton Bend causes a very small loss of property com- 

Sared to what it does in Qouldsborough Bend. The commercial interest's in Carrollton 
end are almost nothing, while in Gouldsborongh Bend they are very great and are rap- 
idly increasing. It is important that the work at Gouldsborough i)e done soon, as the 
nnmber of wharves and vessels landing at them is iuci-eaHing, and they make the 
work of improvement more difficult. In order to make the city of New Orleans secure 
from danger of breaks iu the levee and from being gradually washed away it is nec- 
essary to protect the bank in Carrollton Bend ; but the iminetiiate importance of the 
work is small compared to what it is at Gouldsborough. 
" Respectfully submitted. 

•*W. G. PRICE, 
" United Staten Jssiatant Engineer. 
" Maj. Amos Stickney, 

*■ Corps of Engineers f U. S. A. 



**Nkw Orleans, April 17, 1884. 

** Major : In accordance with your request, I have the houor to make the following 
report on the plan for protecting the caving bank in the Gouldsborough Bend, in 
New Orleans Harbor, with submerged spurs. 

**The portion of the bend which is now caving badly, and which needs immediato 
pnitection, extends from Peiriander street, in Gouldsboroutih, to Socrates stieet, in 
Algiers, and is about 5,000 feet Ions;. The plau is t-o put down a number of sub- 
merged spurs each 300 ieet long and built out at right angles to the bank; the spurs 
to be such a distance apart that the current deii«cted from one will reach the next 
before it strikes the bank. A mattress 350 feet by 200 feet will first be put down, and 
then four flexible brush cribs 5 feet high and 30U feet long, filled with rock, will be 
sunk one on another on the center line of the mattress, reaching to within 50 feet 
of the deep-water end of the mattress. 

** method of constructing mattress. 

"The mattress will be constructed in position for sinking, and will be made of wil- 
low brush and poles, the brush to be woven on the poles, which will be 25 feet long 
and H feet apart, the longitudinal and transverse strength of the mattress to consist 
of iron rods, those which run parallel to the poles to be fastened to them, and to be 
in separate links of 25 feet, and joined with clevises ; thosn which cross the poles to 
be made in a chain 350 feet long, with links of 8 feet, aud to be connectod with the 
clevises in the first system of rods; these chains to run through the mattress 25 feet 
apart, and to extend back on shore to logs sunk in the ground^ the up>stream, down- 
stream, and deep-water edges of the mattress to be double in the thickness for a 
width of 8 feet, with a large quantity of rock between, which will be put in when 
the mattress is constructed. This will insure the ballasting of the edges of the 
mattress, aud prevent their rising up and dumping the balhist. It is estimated that 
it will require 7.8 ])ounds of rock weighed in water to ballast a square foot of the 
mattress. 
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^'MSTUOD of CW8TRUCTING SPUR. 

** In order to expedite the work so that it can be completed in one season it will 
be necessai^ to build the cribs at some point above, and float them down as they are 
needed for sinking. A. few piles hauled out on shore will be sufficient ways for build- 
ing the bottom of the crib. It can then be launched and finished on the water. It 
will be constructed of willow brush and poles, yellow-pine timber, and iron rods, 
leaving pockets into which the rock can be thrown for sinking it. The capacity of 
the pockets vrill be one-fourth of the size of the spur. 

''It will be so oonntrncted that when the iron rods rust away it will still hold 
together, and it will be so made that it can bend tt> the curve of the bank. The de- 
tails of construction may have to be shanged during the course of the work. 

"METHOD OF SINKING SPUR. 

''For sinking the spur two lines of barges will be required, one on each side of the 
spur; rook to be thrown in the crib until the pockets are full, and it will then be 
lowered to the bottom by ropes from the barges. To prevent the barges overturning, 
it will be necessary to build two longitudinal water-tight bulkheads in each, and the 
water will be let in on one side of the barge as the ropes pull down on the other. It 
may be necessary also to use a small quantity of rock as a counter-balance. The 
weight of a complete spur will sink one side of two 30-foot barges 2.4 feet. 

**The buoyancy of a cubic foot of the spur will be about 7^ pounds, and to over- 
come this, and insure the stability of the spur, it will be necessary to use 15 pounds 
of rock weighed in water to the cubic foot of spur, which will require the spur to be 
constructed three-quarters of brush and one-quarter of stone. To give it increased 
stability, iron rods will run from the spur diagonally up-stream to tue shore and be 
fastened to logs sunk in the ground. 

"plant required. 

"The plant for the work should consist of six barges, each 30 by 124 by T^feet, decked, 
and containing two longitudinal water-tight bulkheads ; three of the barges t<o have 
mattress- ways constructed on them, so that they can be placed end to end and a mat- 
truss :^0 feet wide built on them. To do the necessary towing a steam-tug or stern- 
wheel steamboat will be required. The plant will be such that it can be used for any 
future mattress work in the harbor. 



ft. 



COST OF THE WORK. 

"To protect the bend at Gouldsborou^h, which is 5,000 feet long, it is estimated will 
require six submerged spurs. Calculating mattress to cost 4.13 cents per square foot, 
and the spur 5 cents p4r cubic foot — 

Six submerged spurs will cost $64, 200 

Six barges, at |3,000 each 18,000 

To build mattress-ways on three of them 1, 500 

Ways built on the bank for constructing crib for spur 300 

One stern- wheel steamboat 15,000 

Capstans, rope, and tools 3, 000 



102.000 

"I present herewnth the drawings accompanying this report. 
" Respectfully snbmittf^d. 

"W. G. PRICE, 

''Assutant JSngineer. 
"Maj. Amos Stickney, 

" Corps of Engineers, U. 8. A,^' 



" New Orleans, April 22, 18ft4. 

" Major: In accordance with vonr request I have completed a map of the Gretna 
Bend in New Orleans Harbor, showing the proposed improvement with submerged 
spurs. It is estimated that it will require six of these spurs to protect the bank in 
this b«»nd ; and estimating a spur to cost the same as given in my estimate for the 
protection in Gouldsboron^h Bend, it will require |(>4,200 for the work in Gretni Bend. 
" No additional plant will be required. 

" Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

♦*W. G. PRICE, 

*^ Assistant Engineer, 
"M^j. Amos Sticknst, 

" Corps o/£ngineerSf U. S. A," 
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The necessity for protecting the bank in the Gonldsborough Bend being more pre6»* 
ing tfaaa that in the Carrollton Bend, the Commission authorized its commencement, 
which, on account of lack of Hufficient funds, necessitated the stoppage of work at 
Carrollton. 

The plan for the Gonldsborough protection is one which has not heretofore been 
tried on this river, but one from which I have strong hopes of good results. The 
main feature of the plan is the deflection of the current from the bank by means of 
spurs constructed of brush and stone. To prevent or lessen the eddies the spurs are 
submerged and sloping, and are placed on mattresses to prevent their being under- 
mined. 

The necessary working plant has been procured, contracts have been made for the 
material, and one spur is well under way. ^ 

Approximate estimate for completing work of improving harbor at New Orleans. 

Carrollton Bend, left bank $158,600 

Gk)uldsborough portion of bend, right bank, 5,000 feet long 64, 200 

Gretna portion of bend, right bank, about 8,600 feet long 64, 200 

Bend above Gretna to a point nearly opposite the City Park, right bank, 

26,400 feet 396,600 

Total 683,600 

The following report of Assistant Engineer W. G. Price is referre<l to for the details 
of the work : 

**Nkw Orleans, October X^ 1884. 

" Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of operations for the im- 
provement of the harbor at New Orleans during the eleven months ending September 
30, 1884 : 

''When I submitted my last report the work of protecting the caving bank in Car- 
rollton Bend was in progress. The plan was to sink a coutinnons willow mattress 
400 feet wide and 10,000 feet long. The contractor, Mr. George W. Davis, failed to 
furnish brash in sufficient quantities, which delayed the work to such an extent that 
on November 22 there were only 275 linear feet of mattress woven. On that date his 
contract was anunled, and arrangements for hruHh were made witli Mr. J. H. Gardner. 
Under this arrangement some brnsh was received, and it was expected that work could 
be resumed with a strong force, but the rapid rise of the river made it hazardous to 
continue the construction of so large a mattress. All of the brnsh was woven in mak- 
ing a mattress 470 feet long. 

** On December 7 preparations for sinking were commenced, and on the 12th the 
mattress was lowered to the bottom. Owing to a large quantity of drift-wood lodging 
under the mattress, considerable more rock was required than was expected, and as 
there wjis only a limited supply on hand, the last portion of the mattress to go down 
was not very heavily ballasted. During the night of the 12th a very strong current 
set in against this part and raised up a .^mall portion of it. 

•* Additional rock was then purchased and part of this portion was forced down 
again ; the remainder was torn to pieces by the current and floated away, about 4 
per cent, of the mattress being lost. 

"In sinking the mattress it was supported on the up stream and down-stream edges 
by ropes to barges. These ropes were all marked with tags 4 feet a part. This made it 
possible to lower the edges of the mattress very evenly, as only 4 feet at a time was 
let out on each rope. The mattress wasput down under great difficulties, as at times 
there was a very strong eddy which tended to twist the mattress out of shape. The 
success in putting down this mattress shows that it will be possible to put down a 
continuous niattress of that size, provided there are no large eddies. As there is a 
very strong eddy in Carrollton Bend when the river is rising, it will be necessary to 
stop work at such times. It also shows that to make sure of the mattre-ss staying 
down and not curling up and beginning to break at the edges, it will be necessary to 
make the mattress double at the edge, with a heavy weight of rock between. A sur- 
vey at Carrollton Bend was made during the month of N()vember. 

^'It is estimated that to finish the protection of the bank in Carrollton Bend, which 
is now about 9,600 feet long, with a continuous mattress 400 feet wide, will coat 
$158,600. 

'* From a comparison of surveys the bank in this bend is now cutting away at an 
average rate of 14 feet a year, and the cutting extends about 5,000 1>eIow the bend, 
all of which would probably be stopped in a short time after the bank in the bend is 
prot'Octed. It is estimated that the total loss per vear from caving of this bank is 
$16,800. 

"There are no wharves, and the improvement would be of little benefit to cooimerce 
And navigation at present. 
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** In order to make the city of New Orleans secure from daujjfer of breaks in the leyee, 
and from be-int^ j^radaally wanhod away, it in necessary to protect th»^ bank in this 
bendf.bat the immediate importance of the work is not mo great as it is in other portions 
of the harbor. 

**On November 19, 1883, in accordance with ytmr order, 1 obtained the following in- 
formation in regard to the caving banks, valnes of property and intt^rests on the river 
front in Gonldsborough and Gretna : 

"The bank alon&rsome parts of this front is caving badly. It is occnpied for railroad 
termini, transfer facilities, warehouses, and similar constructions. These are all used 
for unrposes of commerce and navigation, and they cannot be safely used unless the 
bank is protected. The value of property on this front in o^stimated to be 1^1,400,000. 
The interests at stake are far greater, and cannot bo estimated. The length of the 
bank to be protected here is about 13,600 feet, bnt the work to bo permanent must in 
time be carried round the whole bend, which is abont 40,000 feet long. The protec- 
tion adopted for Carrollton Bend is not suited for work in this bend, owing to the dif- 
ficulty in laying a continnous mattress where there are wharves in constant use, and 
the probability that the mattress would be wrecked by the sliding down of wharves 
under which a bank of silt had' collected. The improvement must be such that the 
8lo])e of the bank from low-water mark to the bed of the river shall become about 3 
to 1 ; then if a mass of silt collect under the wharves it will not be likely to slide 
down the bank and wreck the improvement. 

"The protection proposed by you for this part of the harbor consists of a system of 
submerged spurs, built out at right angles to the bank, and from 500 to 1,600 feet 
apart. 

" The spurs to be built out on a slope of 3 to I and to be such a distance apart that 
the cuiTent deflected from one will reach the next before striking the bank. It is 
estimated the cost of protection will be as follows, exclusive of plant : 

Gonldsborough portion of bend (5,000 feet long) |64, 200 

Gretna portion of bend (8,600 feet long) 64,200 

Bend above Gretna (26,400 feet long) 3i)6,600 

Cost of protecting the whole bend 525, 000 

'* The plant u«ed in Carrollton Bend can be used for the work, and there will be re- 
quired in addition three decked barges and a stern- wheeled toi;^*-boat. 

" It having been decided to begin the work of putting down submerged spurs at 
Gk>uld8borough, plans and estimates were prepared. Three decked barges were con- 
structed by contract and delivered August 2d. The plant in use last season has been 
improved and put in order for the new work. 

"A survey of the Gonldsborough portion of the bend was completed in July. On 
August 23 the stern-wheel tow-boat Annie Kelley was purchased ; she has been em- 
ployed in towing barges of rock from Wilson's Point to Gouldsborough. On Angnst 
24 the plant was towed to Gonldsborough, and on the 29th the constructing of the first 
mattress was begun. 

"The mattress for the spur is 200 feet wide, up and down stream, and extends 350 
feet out in the river. Just above the center line of this there will be sunk, one on 
another, six cribs 5f feet thick, the bottom one having a width of 60 feet and the top 
one a width of 20 feet. The bottom one will be short and they will increase in length so 
that the top of the last one will be on a slope of 3 to 1 from low- water mark. Owing to 
the slow delivery of material the mattress was not completed till September 12. On 
September 15 this mattress was successfully lowered to the bottom. It has cribs 
filled with rock attached to three sides of it.' The crib on the upper side is inclosed 
so that the rock cannot get out of it. On September 20 the first crib was launched 
into the river. They are being constructed on ways which are built on the river 
bank. The first crib wa« ballasted and lowered to the bottom successfully on Sep- 
tember 27. 

"It is proposed to put dow^n six spurs in the Gonldsborough portion of the bend, 
which it is thought will give all the protection required. 

" Respectfully submitted. 

"W. G. PRICE, 

"Assisiant Enyinerr, 

"Maj. Amos Stickney, 

" Corp9 of EngineerHy U. S, J." 



MONEY STATEMENT. 



In Treasury Department, Washington, D. C, July 1, 1882 |144, 525 90 

Drawn 1136,000 00 

Transfer and deposit 12.826 25 

123, 173 75 
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Notdrawn, September 30, 1884 .• $21,352 15 

On hand, assistant treasurer, New Orleans, July 1, 1882 3, 267 91 

On band, assistant treasurer, New Orleans, September 30, 1884 22,997 61 

Inbandsof assistant to September 30, 18i4 1,053 31 

Available September 30, 1884 45,403 07 



Balance due from appropriation, October 31, 1883 5. 577 10 

Received since October 31, 1883 $136,000 00 

Transfer and deposit 12,826 25 

Expended since October 31, 1883 93,545 73 

On hand September 30, 1884 24,050 92 

136,000 00 



Total available since July 1,1882 147,793 81 

Total expended since July 1, 1882 102,390 74 



\ 



Condensed li$i of plant for which Maj, Amos Sticknsy, Corps of Engineers f U. S. J,, is 

responsible, and its present estimated valve. 

HARBOR AT NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA. 

1 boat, steam (stem-wheel) |14,:i25 00 

1 boat, tug (steam) 4,500 00 

1 launch (steam) 2,700 00 

15 barges 21,500 00 

1 barge, coal 40 00 

MOUTH OF RED RIVER, LOUISIANA. 

2 boats, quarter $3,500 00 

HARBOR AT NATCHEZ AND VIDALIA. 

4 boats, flat Almost valueless. 

cubitt's gap. 

Total allotted $300 00 

Total drawn 300 00 

On hand, assistant treasurer, New Orleans, La 162 86 

Expended to September 30, 1884 137 14 

observations at carrollton. 

Total allotted 4,500 00 

Total drawn 4,500 00 

Total expended 4,454 11 

On hand, assistant treasurer, New Orleans, La 49 89 

UNLBVEED FRONTS. 

Total allott^jd 1,000 00 

Total ilrawn 1,000 00 

Total expended 902 12 

On hand, assistant treasurer, New Orleans, La 97 8H 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

AMOS STICKNEY, 
Ma^or of Engineers, V. S. J. 
JAexit Col. C. B. COMSTOCK, 

Corps of Engineers, U.8,A, 

President Mississippi River Commission. 
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Appendix K. 

rbport of captain r. h. ruffner, corps of enginker8, upon thb improtk- 
mrnt of telk mi88i88ippi rivkk between the de8 moine8 rapids and thb 
mouth of the illinois river. 

United States Engineer Office, 

Quincy, III, Octobrr 17, 1H84. 

Sir: In compliance with your circular calling for an annual report of the opera- 
tions in the * improvement of the Mississippi Kiver between the Des Moines Rapids 
and the month of the Illinois River/' up to October 1, 1884, I have the honor to for- 
ward herewith copy of the annual report of Muj. A. Mackenzie to July 1, 1884, and 
to supplement his report by a brief one of my own, to cover the period from July 1 to 
October 1, 1884. 

Understanding it to be yonr wiHh tliat the report be as concise as possible, I have 
not forwarded the reports of Migor Mackenzie's assistants, which can be sent yon if 
desired. 

Having reported at Rock Island, III., August 14, and assumed charge, after an 
inspection of the river, on September 1, 1 am really only able to report of the inter- 
vening period to end of September; bnt as the principal work was done that month, 
perhaps all that is required will be found. 

Very respectful Iv, your obedient servant, 

E. H. RUFFNEK. 
Captain of Engineevn. 



improvement of the MISSISSIPPI RIVER FROM DK8 MOINES RAPIDS TO MOUTtt OF 

ILLINOIS RIVER. 

With this general appropriation, works for the benefit of through navigation are 
carried on at localities seleeteti each year as being in great-est need of improvement. 

During the past fiscal year improvements have neeu carried on by formal contract 
at Louisiana, Mo., and Quiney, 111., by informal agreement at Gilbert's Island aud vicin- 
ity, and by aid of the Government plant at Alexandria, Qnincj, Marion City, Hanni- 
bal, Canton^ Howard's, Gilbert's Island, Denmark Island, and Dardenne Island. 

The details of this work are given in the reports of Assistants Meigs, Hoffman, Dur- 
ham, and Chaffee. Allotments have been made from this appropriation for the snag- 
boiit service, the removal of wrecks^ surveys, and additions to plant. 

The work at all points, excepting Howard's, has been of the same character as that 
heretofore carried out and fully described in previous reports. At Howard's B ir, be- 
tween Canton and La Grange, Mo., a Government dredging outfit was used in con- 
nection with the formation oi a new channel and the construction of dams. Howard's 
(or Smoot's) Crossing, always one of the worst between Keokuk and Saint Lonis, 
threat-ened, during the fall of 1883, to seriously interfere with navigation. A cut 
about 1,000 feet long, 110 feet widc^ and of a depth of 5 feet at extreme low water, 
was made through the bar in abont a week, aud at comparatively small expense. 

Eleven thounand one hnndred and ninety cubic yards of material were removed by 
the dredi^e. This cut remained open and furnished a good channel throughout the 
season oi low water. 

After the completion of the cut the dredge supplied, from a gravel bar, material for 
the construction of two wing-dams similar to the one constructed at Hannibal in the 
spring of 1883. 

While the firat wing-dam was under construction the swift current caused the 
gravel to spread over a very wide area, and to obviate this waste of material appli- 
ances for checking the current during time of construction were subseqneutly used. 
The small amount of money available for work during the year aud the late day at 
which it was permissible to make use of the Government dredge cut short the seaaon 
of operations in the vicinity of Howard's, bnt enough work was done to fully estab- 
lish the fact that dams can be constructed of gravel more rapidly and at a much less 
cost than those built of brush and rock. This class of work will be resumed when 
future appropriations will permit, and before the close of the present season it is ex- 
pected that important results and information will be secnred. 

Trouble being anticipated at Mnndy's Crossing, 18 miles below Hannibal, during 
the period of low water of last season, a cut (30 feet wide, 6 feet deep, and about 200 
feet long was made in thirty-six hours by a hired dredge. After this cut was opened 
no difficulty was experienced at this point. 

The experience of the past season has shown that ranch assistance can be given 
to navigation by this kind of work, which, though temporary in a certain sense, is 
likely to be permanent for one season, if not longer. By the temporary use of dredges 
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at an expense so comparatively small as to be fallyjastitiable, I have no donbt a good 
navigabJo channel can be maintained dnrin^ the low-water season on this stretch of 
the river, and if the navigation of the river is to be continued with saccess by steam- 
boats, snch temporary aid must be given nntil such time as the permanent channel 
improvetneot is completed. It is proposed to furnish as much aid in this direction 
during the coming season as circumstances permit. 

The funds available have not permitted work to be carried on during the pa«t year 
at the Government cpiarry at Dixon's Lauding, but a portion of the rock in store at 
that point was used in connection with improvements near Qnincy, 111. A. large 
amount of rock is still on hand, and will be used during present season. This quarry 
is an important adjunct of the work of river improvement, InHuring as it does, when 
other sources fail, a steady and ample supply of rock at a reasonable cost. 

The greater part of the work of the paHt tiscal year was carried out late in the sea- 
son of 1883, and results attained cannot be given until the low -water season of present 
year arrives. 

At points where former improvements were made, no trouble has been experienced 
during the past year, even at the lowest stages. A skitch showing the favorable re- 
sults attained below the Louisiana Bridge is appended. 

The system of improvement now beiu^ carried out between the Des Moines Rapids 
and the month of the Illinois River, which consists in closing side chutes and reduc- 
ing the stream to a uniform width, will in time accomplish all the results claime<l for 
it, and that this system .is generally indorsed, and has greatly benefited commerce, 
is conclusively shown by the report of the select Senate committee, published in 
Senat.<i Doc. No, 36, Forty-second Congress, first session. 

The point which is now enpecially aimed at is such improvement in the methods 
of constructing wing and closing dams and shore protections, as will reduce their 
original cost, and do away with the expense attending repairs, &.c., and at the same 
time admit of more rapid construction. 

No funds have been available for resuming work in 1884, excepting in the vicinity 
of Qnincy, 111. During the past winter the plant pertaining to this appropriation has 
been put in good order, and is now ready for use. 

Summary of expenditv res for fiscal year ending June 30, 1884. 

Quincy revetment $24,325 47 

Vicinity of Louisiana 44,890 71 

Repairing dam at Alexandria 1, 619 92 

Marion City and Hannibal 13,934 83 

Repairs at Gilbert's, Denmark, and Dardenne Islands 23, 987 04 

Dredging and building gravel dams at Howard's 5, 613 50 

Qnincy (dams 1, 2, and 3) 1,577 54 

Repairs at Canton and Smoot chutQS 4, 592 56 

Removing wrecks at Hamburg, Keokuk, and Quincy 1, 332 07 

Purchase and repairs of plant : 15,018 36 

Snag-boat General Barnard 348 33 

Surveys and gauges 502 12 

137, 742 45 
Note. — Of above amount, $5,978.82 was reported as outstanding liability July 1, 1H83. 

ExpendUurtfe on the various sections of the river between Des Moines Rapids and the mouth 
of the Iliinoia River from oommenoement of improvement to July 1, 1884. 

Des Moiues Rapids to Quincy Bridge (40 miles) $80,653 58 

Quincy Bridge to Savert<m (25 miles) 49,352 76 

Saverton to Louisiana Bridge (25 miles) 198,703 77 

Louisiana Bridge to Hamburg (25 miles) 96,788 04 

Hamburg to Illinois River (48 miles) 41,968 30 

Surveys and gauges 38,36:) 35 

Snag-boats and wrecking •. 23,784 36 

Material and Government quarry 29,538 82 

Plant at estimated value 43,253 78 



602,406 76 



As the Government is now provided with the plant and outfit needed for carrying 
on cxttmsive operations, and as an economical method of working requires libera) ap- 
pro]iriations, it in hoped that this section of the river mav be granted the sum of 
§1,000,000 for the fiscal vear ending June 30, 1S86. 
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ABSTRACT OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

By act approved June 18, 1878 $100, 000 

By act approved March 3, 1879 40,000 

By act approved June 14, 1880 100,000 

By act approved March 3, 1881 175,000 

By act approved Aujrust 2, 1882 -iOO.OOO 

615, 000 
A true copy. 

A. MACKENZIE, 
Major of Engineers. 
A trne copy. 

E. H. RUFFNER, 

Captain of EnginerrB, 
Lieut. Col. C. B. Comstock, 

dyrps of Engineers, 

President Minsissippi River Commivtion, 



IMPROVING MISSISSIPPI RIVRR BETWEEN DBS MOINES RAPIDS AND MOXTTH OP ILLI- 
NOIS RIVER, JULY 1, 1884, TO OCTOBER 1, 1884. 

(Major A. Mackenzie, Corps of Engineers, in charge to September 1, Captain E. H. 
Raffner, Corps of Eugineers, in charge September 1 to October 1.) 

During July no new work was done, the operations in construction being condued 
to the raising and repairing of tbe dams opposite Quincy, 111., known as 2.68 and 3.68, 
in which works were used 1,4IW cubic yards of stone. 

The project of expenditure for the new appropriation having been approved AugHst 
1, work was begun tirst by continuing the shore protection of Buffalo Island, below 
Louisiana Bridge, under the contract with Patterson Bros., dated November 9, 
1882, and the raising of a low place in the wiug dam built from the shore opposite the 
foot of Buffalo Island. This work was satisfactorily complered August 30. An agree- 
ment was made with Mr. H. L. Brown, at 25 cents per cubic yard tor dredging gravel 
and putting in a foundation 3 feet deep for a closing dam between Brokan Island and 
the Illinois shore. This work began in August and was finished October 15, and the 
material used amounted to — 

19,760 cubic yards, at a cost of. $4,940 

15 piles, at a cost of 60 



5,000 

To complete this work, that is to put in the shore protection at the head of Brokan 
Island and the brush and stone dam on top of this foundation, bids were opened Sep- 
tember 1, 1884, of which the following is the abstract : 



u 



1 

2 
3 

4 
5 
6 



I 



Karnes and residenoM of bidders. 



10,000 oabio yards 8,000 onbic yards 
of stone. ! of brash. 



Fruin, Bambric 8l Co., Saint Lonis, Mo 
H. McPherson A. Co., Boonville, Mo ... 

C . 8. Whitney, Keokuk, Iowa 

N. J. Whitnev, Keokuk, Iowa 

H. S. Brown, 'Qninoy. nl 

Patterson Bros., Keokuk, Iowa 



^ < 



IS 



I 



Amount 



1 


$1 49 


1 49 


I 35 


1 49 


140 


1 35 



P.eB 



$14,900 
14.000 
13,500 
14.900 
14,000 
13,600 



10 



80 
85 
90 
80 
91 
65 



Amonnt 



I 



10,400 
6,800 
7,200 
6,400 
7,280 
6,200 



Aggregate. 



$21,300 
21, 700 
20,700 
21,300 
21,280 
18,700 



Contract was made with Patterson Bros., of Keokuk, Iowa, for this work at the 
above figures, and work began at once, September tM, and some small amount was 
done bot(>re the close of the month. Mr. J. C. M oElherne has acted as the inspector 
for the works in this vicinity, and will for the new work contracted for by MeHsrs. 
Patterson. 
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On Anfust 3 instructions were given Assistant Engineer E. F. Hoffman to begin 
work witn United States dredge No. 2, tow-boats 3 and 4, and suitable barges, &c., 
on a closing dam between the Illinois shore and the island, No. 421, opposite La 
Grange. This work was in immediate charge ot Assistant Engineer W. A. Tbomp> 
son : Assistant Engineer Hoffman died August 13. Aft/cr that time Assistant Engineer 
O. N. Chaffee exercised a general supervision over this work, as well as over that 
done by the Coal Bluff and plant. 

The closing dam was built somewhat differently from ordinary, there being a line 
of piles and sheet piling usecl as principal obstruction to the How of water through 
the slough. Strengthened by the use of mat«, gravel, and of stone, it was hoped 
the dam would answer its purpose, and be more economical than other methods 
used. Time will show as to this. This dam was completed September 17. A wing- 
dam was then begun, about'*2,000 I'eet below wing-dam 3.66, half way between Can- 
ton and La, Orange, and wtis fairly under way at the close of the month. The effects 
of these new works are not as yet evident, owing to their recent construction and 
continued high water, bur. it may be said that the bar above La Grange is evidently 
cutting and the channel straightening. 

The st«amer Coal Bhiff (U. 8. No. fj) was prepared for service September 1, and 
started from Keokuk for work near Dixson's Landing with part of her plant. It was 
found, however, that she leaked badty and she was placed on the ways at Qnincy. 
This, and a delay in getting her off from the ways, postponed the beginning of the 
work until the mid'He of the month. Since then she has been engaged in putting in 
shore protection at Bolticr's Island, and in preparing to put in a dam from the island 
to the. tow-head, a work which will be about 300 feet long. This work is under the 
immediate charge of Assistant Engineer C. M. Bennett. 

Continuous high water in September and nince then has made the works of con- 
struction more tedious and expensive than usual, and have hindered necessary sur- 
veys to determine the effects or previous works. 

Assistant Engineer O. N. Chaffee has assisted me in the purchase of snpplies, the 
inspection of work and the general management of working parties, and in carrying 
out the plans of Major Mackenzie, as set forth in the approved project. 

Bids were opened September 5 for dredging in Quincy Bay in accordance with the 
terms of the appropriation, which allotted $12,500 for this purpose. The contract was 
assigned to H. S. Brown, after C. L. Williams who had made an equally low bid, had 
resigned in his favor. 

The abstract of proposals is given below : 



Names and reaidenoea of bidders. 



I 

S 

9 

>5 



1 ■ J. W. Heifiey, Barllngton, Iowa 

2 . C. S. Whitney, Keoknk, Iowa.. 

3 I C. L. Williams. Keokuk, Iowa.. 

4 I A. J. Whitney, Keokuk. Iowa.. 

6 I H. S. Brown, Ouincy, 111 

6 , B. E. Linehan, Dabiiqae, Iowa.. 
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Per eubie yard. Per eubieyard. 

fO 15 ' #0 21 

19{ 21 

11 14 

12 15 
14 14 
22 I 28 



$11,700 00 

12,421 2S 

8,400 00 

- 8.55000 

8,400 00 

18,860 00 



ESTIMATED VALUE OP PLANT. 

Coal BlnflF, United states tow-boat No. 5 flO.OOO 

6 new barges, at |3,000 18,000 

3 old barges, at f 1,200 3,600 

1 old barge 500 

1 coal flat 1,200 

1 pile-driver and tender 1,800 

3 quarter- boats, two at $1,800 and one at )f>00 2,300 

I launch, Irene 1,500 

1 dredge, United States No. 2 25,000 

6 dump boats, at|l,000 6.000 



69,900 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT. 

▲ppropriatioD, Jnly 5, 1884 $300,000 00 

Amonot ezpeoded to October 1,1884 $18,251 35 

Axnoant contracted for with Patterson 18,700 00 

Amonntcontracted for with H. S. Brown 8,400 00 

45,351 35 

BalanoeavailableOotober 1,1884 154,648 65 



Appendix L. 

mXPORT or MAJOR O. H. EBNST, CORPS OF ENGINEERS, UPON THE IMPROVEMENT OF 
THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER BETWEEN THE MOUTHS OF THE ILLINOIS AND OHIO 
RIVERS. 

United States Engineer Office, 

Saint LouiSf Mo., October 17, 1884. 

Sir: In compliance with the instructions contained in your circnlar of September 
17, 1884, 1 have the honor to submit the following annual report, for works executed 
from funds controlled by the Mississippi River Commission, the report being brought 
down to October 1, 1884, ** for the portion of the river under my charge, viz, between 
the Illinois and Ohio rivers." 

This portion of the river came uuder the control of the Commission by a provision 
in the river and harbor act of July 5, 1884. Up to that time operations had been car- 
ried on under the Chief of Engineers, United States Army, beine regularly described 
in my annuul reports, the last of which gives their history for the nscal year ending 
June 30, 1884. Upon the 8th of August I received notice that my project for the ex- 
penditure of the new appropriation, the first one under the control of the Commission, 
was approved. At that time the works had been suspended for about two months, 
nearly all supplies had been exhausted, and the laboring force was disbanded. Al- 
though preparations for the procurement of supplies and the reorganization of the 
force had already been begun, and no time has since been lost in this office, these 
preparations are not even yet entirely completed. The works under the new appro- 
priation may therefore be said to be only fairly inaugurated. My report upon this 
occasion will therefore necessarily be brief. The works consisted entirely of the re- 
pair or extension of those begun in former years, with the exception of the one at 
Cairo, 111. 

ALTON. 

The dike opposite and above the landing at Alton had accomplished the desired 
result of improving the landing, but there had been considerable settling in some 
portions of it. To preserve its efficiency it was considered desirable to fill up the de- 
pressions, and to raise the general level of its crest to the height originally Axed 
upon — 14 feet above low water. This work was begun in August. By the 1st of 
October a length of about 1,680 feet had been raised to the required height, and good 
progress had been made in raising other portions. The work was temporarily sus- 
pended at that time, on account of high water. The expenditures were $4,915.40^ 
making the total cost of the dike to that date $72,240.10. 

ARSENAL ISLAND. 

The protection of the west side of Arsenal Island had been put in at various dates, 
beginning with 1877. The portion near the bead of the island was unprovided ivith 
a mattress at the foot of the slope. It was considered necessary to place such a mat- 
tress, in order to secure the uld work from injury, and an extension of the whole, 
about the head of the island, had become necessary. The work was begun August 
12, and completed September 19. A mattress 120 feet wide and 1,283 feet long was 
placed below low-water mark, its up-stream extremity being about 300 feet above 
the terminus of the old work. Biprap was deposited upon the bank, above low 
water, over this length of 300 feet, and about the head of tne island to a distance of 
about 100 feet on its eastern side. 

HORSETAIL. 

The new bank built up by the work of former years, upon the west or Missouri 
side of the river, had been partially protected on its channel side, the mattress hav- 
ing been placed at the foot of the slope, and riprap deposited above low- water mark 

B. Ex. 64 21» 
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to a height of about 6 f«et. This proteotion has been extended this season to a 
height of about 21 feet above standard low water, for a length of about 1,150 feet. 
A portion (about 360 cubic yards) of the stone used was obtained from the old dike 
No. I. Upon the Illinois side, the two new hurdles, called 27^ and 29^, which had 
been constructed to a length of 1,325 and 1,450 feet, respectively, from the Illinois 
shore, were extended t<o their full length of 2,055 and 2,135 feet, respectively, and 
were nearly completed. A new hurdle, to be called No. 31, was laid out about 1,000 
feet below No. 3(), but only a few piles (eight) had been driven October 1. The good 
results heretofore secured have been maintained during the recent low-water season, 
the least depth found being 9 feet. 

TWIN HOLLOWS, WEST 8IDK. 

Very heavy deposits were secured at this locality during the summer rise. Some 
repairs were required in the primary hurdle und in secondary hurdles 1, 4, and 5. 
Those in No. 1 were completed, and those in the primary hurdle nearly completed, 
and those in No. 4 were begun. The good results heretofore secured bv tbeee works, 
in connection with those at Pulltight, were maintained throughout the recent low- 
water season, the least depth found in the channel being 9 fejt. The lower crossing 
has been pushed down-stream snflSciently far to justify the beginning of another sec- 
ondary hurdle, No. 6. The process of straightening the channel is working very 
favorably. 

TWIN HOLLOWS, KAST 8IDB. 

The river having shown a tendency to attack the bank at a point lower down than 
where the protection of former years had been placed, it became necessary to extend 
the latter aown-stream. This work was begun early in September. A mattress 120 
feet wide, to be placed below low- water mark, was begun, and by the 1st of October 
had reached a length of 990 feet. The old work stands intact. 

PULLTIGHT. 

Work at this locality was begun in the latter part of August. Hurdle No. 5, which 
required only the wattling to finish it, was completed, and No. 4, 1,770 feet long, was 
begun and by the Ist of October was well advanced towards completion. These 
works have contributed towards the good results above reported for Twin Hollows, 
west side. 

"JIM smith's." 

The most extensive works of the season are being carried on at this locality, bnt as 
they consist sim))ly of reconstructing the old hurdles and decreasing the interval be- 
tween them, by the constrnction of new ones midway between the old ; they may be 
described in small space. 

Work has been prosecuted upon Nos. 3^, 4, 4|, 5, 5i, 6, 6^, 7, and 7|. Of these, 4, 4^^, 
and 5 were well advanced toward completion on 1st of October; 3^ and 6 were onlv 
fairly begun, and good progress had been made upon the others. The least depth 
found in the channel during the recent low- water season was 7^ feet and was foaod 
opposire Ohesley Island. 

CAIRO PROTECTION. 

The river and harbor act of July 5, 1B84, in the item appropriating $520,000 for this 
district, provided as follows, viz : ** f50,000 of which sum shall be used in extending the 
works for the protection of the easterly bank of the Missinsippi River at Cairo, 111., 
and the prevention of its wash or erosion, commencing at the southerly end of the 
present Government revetment work, and continuing down-stream." The locality 
thus specifically described is shown upon the inclosed sketch. A series of spnr-dikes 
were constructed here some thirty years ago by the Cairo Land Company. They have 
had the usual effect of spur-dikes built in a rapid-dowing stream with a soft bottom. 
Deep excavations have been made between them, and in the case of two or three at 
the np-Btreani end of the series, they have been cut off from the bank and have dis- 
appeared. Those that remain have been the subject of repair at intervals ever since 
their construction, and large quantities of stone have been placed upon the hank 
between them. These re-euforcement-s have usually been made nnder pressure, 
when the river was high and threatening. The material was thrown in where it 
.seemed to be most required, without much system, and without any record of where it 
was deposited. It is uncertain how much of the slope below the water-surface is oot- 
ered, but it is to be supposed that much of that between the spun is not safe from 
'indermining. It was accordingly determined to place a continuons mattress of the 
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standard width 120 feet outside of and embracing all the spurs and intervals between 
them, the inner edge of the mattress being placed as nearly as practicable on the low- 
water line. The jagged outline of the bank rendering necessary sharp carves in the 
mattress, and the swift currents about the ends of the spurs bavins a velocity in 
some cases of 8 feet per second, have made this a difficult piece of worK. By the Ist 
of Ootober the mattress had reached a length of 1,012 feet, of which 250 feet at the 
np-stream,end had been sunk. The cash expenditures were |5,511.51, to which should 
be added $1,916.67 for the use of plant. 

The cash expenditures for the works other than Alton and Cairo were $77,612.23. 
As these works are being carried on with one plant,, and are being supplied from a 
single base, it is impracticable to give the expenditures for each one separately within 
the time fixed for rendering this report, viz, October 20. 
Verv respectfully, your obedient servant, 

O. H. ERNST, 

Major of JEuffineer$, 
Lieut. Col. C. B. CoMSTOCK. 

Corpe of Engineers f U. 8. A., 

President Mississippi Biver Commission. 



EsUmated value of plant October 1, 1884. 

Steamer Humphreys $20,663 45 

Steamer Gillmore 19,360 25 

Launch Hornet 224 96 

Launch Florence 775 00 

Barges, barge flats 42,098 07 

Pile-drivers :«,867 15 

Quarters, shops, &c 29,571 65 

Quarter-boats 4,713 48 

Skiffs, «Stc 7,662 18 

Tools and appliances 6,950 92 

Hydraulic excavator 5,825 63 

Ways for mattresses 4,081 69 

Photographic apparatus 339 51 

Office furniture 905 87 

Surveying instruments 1,101 67 

Boarding outfit 12,692 14 

Total 196,833 62 
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rsport of thb board of engikebr officers upon trb allotment of funds 
for thb preservation and repair of united states levees on thb missis- 
sippi river. 

United States Enqinebr Office, 

Memphis, 2^»., August 27 , 1884. 

Sir : The Board of Engineer Officers convened by Special Orders No. 100, headquar- 
ters Corps of Engineers, United States Army, Washington, D. C, August 11, 1884, to 
make recommendations for the division of the remaining $160,000 of the allotment for 
the preservation and repair of levees among the United States levees on the Mississippi 
Biver needing repairs and completion, have the honor to make the following report : 

The Board met at Memphis, Tenn., August 25. It consisted of Maj. Amos Stickney 
and Capt. C. B. Sears; Maj. A. M. Miller, Corps of Engineers, having been relieved 
from the Board by Special Orders No. 188, headquarters of the Army, AdJ titan t-Gen- 
eraPs Office, Washington, D. C, August 12, 1884. 

The Boara remained in session three days, carefiilly considering the whole question 
before it, and listening to written and verbal statements and petitions laid before it 
by the engineers and members of the various State Levee Boards and representative 
citizens of the various places along the river immediately interested in levee work. 

From the best obtainable data it was found that for the repairs in United States 
levees, to close gaps only, and to provide for raising the Lake Concordia Levee 1 foot, 
made necessary by the King's Point Cut-off, there would be required the following 
amounts of earthwork, viz : 
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TAZOO FBONT, SECOND DISTRICT. 

Cnbie yard*. 

Garth and MoClond breakfl 140.000 

TBN8AB FRONT, THIRD DISTRICT. 

Duffin break 20,000 

Panther Forest 271,000 

Raleigh to WiUow Point 186,000 

Delta to Bedford 24,000 

Total 501,000 

TENSAS FRONT, FOURTH DISTRICT. 

Point Pleasant breaks 30,000 

Ship's Bayou to Hard Times 43,139 

Hardscrabble to Bondurant 177,388 

Kempe Levee J 108,119 

Lake Concordia 150,000 

Total 508,646 

A total yardaj?e of 1,149,646 onbic yards, estimated to cost $345,000. 
Having only f 160,000 with which to accomplish this work, the Board thought best 
to throw out such breaks as could not be filled entirely, and which by being only 
partially filled would be of little good by reason of breaks above or below. 

The Board recommends, therefore, the following division and allotment of the 
1160,000 :-- 

For preservation and repairs of United Stat-es levees in Yazoo Front, second district, 
$20,000, provided the Levee Board of the first levee district of Mississippi is enabled 
and will guarantee to expend $500,000 on its levees in said district. In case, however, 
guarantees for the expenditure of this amount are not given by September 10, 1884, 
or, in case it be definitely stated by the Levee Board ofsaid district, or its engineer, 
before said date, that it will be unable to expend the amount of $500,000, then it is 
recommended that this $20,000 aforesaid shall be allotted for repairs to United States 
levees in the Yazoo Front, third district. 

For preservation and repairs to United States levees in Tensas Front, third district, 
$50,000. 

For preservation and repairs to United States levees, Tensas Front, fourth district, 
$90,000. 

AMOS STICKNEY, 
Major of Engineertf U.8,A, 
CLINTON B. SEARS, 
CapUUn of Engineers, U,8, A, 
The Chief of Engineers, U. S. A., 

Washington, D. C. 



